8 WOMAN a savage?

On the eve of the season when lovely
e ¥ woman calls to her aid all the most
~ Wlluring adjuncts of her charms, gom the fas-
| ginating Lrnu: that enhance the crowning
: Ea-y of her hair to the miraculously soft furs
" ¥n which her gentle soul delights, there has
. kome along a churlish old cynic who, b{md to
z witchery of her graces and insensible to
; yielding temptations of her fall and winter
Wrappings, brutally declares that, on the evi-
!Ecc o} those very fashions, she is to be con.
wicted of murder in the first degree, with no

wecommendation to mercy whatever,
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nical brute is Professor Frederick
W! ?e Chicago University.
““Woman's fondness for evidences of
hter and bloodshed repeatedly shows
- H lf in the ornaments she wears.”
" There it is, in black and white, just as
L Ve said it -GS
& Is it—can it be true?
. Well, the Aydubon Society and the
b hosts of pretty nearly all the wild birds and
' ¢ have perished lately are ready to

But it is awfully hard to believe, isn’t it?
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' € FOR Professor Starr, it was not & chance re-
B mark of his that started the rumpus over

; woman's vanity afresh this segson. He was
out on the fashionable warpath and he meant

t Pusiness. He rips right along:
L “Women still Jove to load themselves with the

- Pelts of seals and minks and lynxes. The more real-
. Sefic the fact of death is made the better, on the whole,
. Ehe woman seems to be suited. The head of the killed
. Bnilmal adds to the attractiveness of many of these
L Braphy decorations, The wearing of feathers and
} Breasts of birds is an example of woman's fondness

™ Ror bright colors, & characteristia tralt of the sav-
By

; The cost of woman's ornaments to the animal king-

B Bom is massacre, Whole species have been exter-

B anted in the Interest of fashion, and others have

\ 50 badly depleted that it would not take much
5 wipe them out also,

5 Every skin means the death of some beautiful ani-
b and, In many cases, the death of its young from

* consequent neglect
v Every year about this time beautliul woman begins
b %0 Jook around for fnery in which to deck her-
a out during the fall and winter. In all the fash-
ble shops are displayed beauuful turs, soft to the

nch and proof against the chilly blasts of winter,
Gaudy feathors, delicate plumes and algreiies are min-
® gled in profusion,

4 To procure Lhese ornaments men scour the utters
i #L corpers of the earth, braving all manner of
s dships, and even desin. Uften the woman wonders
- Why & partlculer pelt or plume cests so much. The

S9ason s Lhal, In order to satisfy her whim for gaudy

[ ,wnu»n, some animsl has been so rigorously hunted

: the species has become almost extinet., Every
#Xin means the death of some beautiful creature, and

& Resrly every plume means oné member the less in the

{ Esathered tribe,

E i FLORIDA IS RAVAGED
A gtriking and pitiful example of this destruction
found In pur own state of Florida. About
¥ ‘years ago, before tourists and hunters began to
A Brrive there in such numbers, Florida was a veritable
“aulmal paradise.
L~ - _Along the course of any stiream was to be found
mnrt lcture. Ilpeks of snow-white heron and other
| Pird ull of grace and brilllant of plumage, winged
beihelr way 1o nolsy fAlght or rested In pemce amid the
P thick follage of the banks. Hundreds of alligators
®ould be peen swimming lazily along In the tepid
EWater, while others dozed in the muddy nooks along
Mhe bank., Every; corner smeemed endowed with life.
Today what a change! Animals and birds which
W nd.turmerly 80 nDuUlnercus are Dow ascarcely to be
Loun
. That we might have skins for pocketbooks and
i the ailigators have been killed off so rapidly
(At the few remaining ones have been driven to &
stand In Blg Cypress ewamp and the Everglades
) : geous heron family has slmost disappeared.
A te ay 1380 there were large rookeries of the birds
long the west coast of Florida A few years later
that could be found there was plles of dead and
¥ying bird bodles, und a price had been set on the
Renc 0f every heron with plumes,
= Other plume birds, such as ibises and spoonbilia,
. even sundpipefs, plovers, turnstones, terns,
and owls were slaughtered for the milli-
trade. Several specles of terna, until recently
4 in abundance In Florida and slong the Atlantie
have boen cmpind}i'mrn!nueb

ﬁ" pouditions prevail everywhers, for the
s the trade are . i
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trad. s that, at present, ostrich feathers are used
considerably In the decoration of hats, The ostrich
has been domesticated successfully and may be shorn
of its plumage at certain intervils without the cus-
ary hter.
wﬂin th.ol.B“:lt river valley of Arizona are extensive
geres of rich land where the cattle are now being
orowded out by the engroachment of the ostrich, and
it is likely that, in the future, many of the ostrich
plume ornaments will come from that locality. Thére
are now mbout 4000 ostriches in America, While there
are ssveral hundred of them on farms In Califoruia
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Arkansas and Florida, the
majority are to be found
In Arizona.
Ostriches were firat
brought intd that state by
Josiah Hobert, In 1887,
Of the sixteen birds he
shipped from California all but three dled on the
way. With this small beginning the Industry has In-
creased until there are mow a number of large farms
thers.

The opstriches ars bred and ocared for just as
chickens are ralsed elsewhere. After the early stages
they live entirely on elfalfa, at very small cost and
immense profit to the ownera. The average bird lives
&8 long as & human being. It begins to give feathers
when 10 months old, and after that age does =0
/Dee evary Year. The female has only a few white
plumes. About twenty-five feather sockets are found
m each wing, snod it is from thess that most of the
plumes are clipped. The ostrich is not a very pretty
bird to look at, for the legs and mneck are perfectly
bare; all the adornment Is found on the body itself.*

The busy part of ostrich farming comes In when
the feather crop is to be harvested. The older birds
are rather hard to handle, so & bag is placed over
the head of eAch one as it comes up to bs clipped,
and the bird ds then forced Into a small stall. With
ne room to move and no chance to see suything, the
ostrich soon qulets down and thes feathers are easlly
cut off. After being put through a finishing process
the plume makes an ornament not easily surpassed
in beauty.

The industry has also assumed large proportions in
Africa, about §7.000,000 worth of raw feathers being
exported from that cotmiry annually. The African
wariety, however, is not ag fine as that of Arizona

In pititul contrast with the ostrich plume industry
appears the most cruel and heartless feature of the
whole guest for feminine ornaments: ths murderous
quést of the charming heron plumes. These plumes
make the beautiful white algrettes of delicats texture,
that can be employed to trim a pleture hat or to set
off a jeweled coiffure for the opera. No ornament ls
dearer to the feminine heart than the aigrette, and no
ornament is & more érying example of the fashionable
woman's cruelty and cold-bloodedness in her desire
to beautify heraelf. '

Every beron plume means the death of a nobl

bird and the starvatiom of Its nest of ¥Young. The
only heron plumes of valus grow at hatching time

N KANSAS, where courageots Governor
Hoch keeps up all circulations, including
his own, by doing something original twice
a day, with a rest on Sunday, they have a

woman judge of the probate courts, Mrs. Mary H.
Qooper, of Beloit, Mitchell county. )
Ordinarily she would be of no more startling
interest than as a living example of the sympa-
thetic heart of the courageous Hoch, since he
merely smashed all legal precedents because she
was left without visible means of support by the
death of her husband in office, and appointed her
to the honors, the responsibilities and the salary
of the departed. '

But now, with Europe and America being

worked up to fever heat over woman’s fitness for
the ballot, and with Mrs. Cooper the only woman
judge on record, she leaps into international im-
portance, as deciding in her person the erucial
question:

“Has a woman any judgment{”

EFORE you read the kind of judge she has made,

stop for & moment, ladies, and ask yourselves:

“Wherein, If you were on the bench, would
you make your record? o —

Murder sentences? Oh, never! Tempering stern jus-
tice with gentle mercy? Oh, fine! But how about
making a specialty of legal matchmaking, with pe-
cullar fondnews for elopements? Why, good gracious,
that would never—!

Ssh! That's exactly what Mrs. Judge Cooper's
dolng this very minute, with & record bebind her of
seventy runaway pairs per year locked fast in mar-
riage, and the chance befors her that, some timse or
other, she may -exercise her legal right to kiss the
groom.

Mrs. Cooper was appolnted to the office of probate
judge by Governor Hoch in the spring of last year.
Her husband had held the position; when, =t his
death, it was necessary to appoint a successor till the
vacancy could be duly filled at the next election, Gov-

.erhor Hoch, declding to do something unprecedented,

mava the post to the widow, ‘

That surprising woman, undaunted, waded In and
in a short while had mastered the reguirfements of
the office In such & manner as to attract the admira-
tion of everybody.

In Novémbar the election came around, and Mrs,

Cooper determined to see whe t le of her
::u:g'l !::oluwnuh'ih" _ her on their
Bhe announced herself as a uml!i.’.&T for re-slec-

tion.” Bhe had t sat 4 ng the ofMice
by & majority oc"?mﬁt aient over given SRy 0Se

tent
in %ug:m P% not

takes little eredit to

herself. Bhe considers her exceptional vots a complie
ment to her husband, ‘'who was held im great reapect
throughout the community,

Although a judge, Mrs. Coopsr shows that she has
lost‘none of her feminine traits. To her the most
pleasant part of the whole work ia the lssuing of
marriage licenses and the performance of the cere-

Cooper Is now get
number of ths marr

m“a-'u of affairs P
on of that locality w

don't know exactly”
o mccount MIL incresase in -

longer the clergy-
look elsewhera for

S aaes o  ofien.

It may be because I have attemptled to get sway from

-the hackneyed, machinélike ways in which the civil
ceremony Is usually performed. 1 stterspt to make
the service ans impressive as I know how, Should &
giggling palr coms before me, they are severely re-
proved, and they wre made to understand that being
jolned In wedlock is & most serious affalr and not to
be taken lightly. :

“I also beliéve my service differs. slightly from
most of the others. For imstance, I have sliminated
the word ‘obey' for the bride.

*I'ask the groom If he will love, cherish and kaep
her untll separated by death. The bride’'is asked prac-
tically the same thing. If either or, boih keep thelr
promises, there is no need for the word “ebey.’ If the
bride does not love her husband, she will not obey
him. She might pretend to obey him, but she will not
obey in good faith*

Although it 1s customary for many clergymen and
judges to kiss the bride after the cersmony, Mra,
Cooper has nevér yet exerclsed her prerogative by

kissing the grdom.

STICKS TO LEGAL FEES -

*But,” she says, “If some nervous, half-frightened-
to-fleath youngster ¢came to me and I thought a moth-
erly kiss would ease his nerves, I might do It

“At all event-, there is one thing I want under-
stopd sbout me and this office. This judge accepts
only the legal fee for the license or the ceremony, I

there is nothing wrong in accepting addl-
tionsl money from the overzealous, love-saturated
‘groom; but I belleve that the law Intends that I shall
take no more than is set forth in the statutes
‘“Recently & young man insisted that .1 kesp an
entire $5 blll for jssulng his llcense. I told him
that I could not do it. Only the other day I married
a pair, and the man handed me $10 and Insisted that
T'keep It all; but I had to refuse, Am I foolish? Maybe
go0: but that is the way I fesl about it. Bo there.”
This may explain Judge Cooper's popularity among
n () t least,
“‘;’{“‘in‘,‘r e m!g:os from' the many words of
accorded per .gnr the businessiike way
:(ll rmm ?;"wm .t:.h‘e.r :.nl?l.; -‘ﬁ.ﬁé’:ﬁﬁiﬁ? :Iul::
;r.l.n. She Is not ready to quit yet, she says, and at
the nutﬁlm election sho expects to have her

and are the bird's emblem of motherhood. As -the
herons nest in colonles it in an easy matter to cstoh
them on the bresding groupds and kil them. 'This
is dome soon after the eggs are lald or right after
they are hatched. The birds are besutiful crestures,
maasuring about’ three feet In height and about six
fest from the tip of one wing to the other, Thay are
snow-white In color. Whan cornered the long, sharp
bill and Immenge claws are formidable weapons, but
avall nothing against the rifla bullet

It takes the herom about thres wseks to hatoh out
its eggs, and about the samae time eclapses befors ths
young are ables o venture out of the neat on thalr
unstable legs. During this time the whits plums
gErowa. '

Buch great destruction has been wrought upon the
herom to obtaln thess plumes that the bird is now
very rare. Before the young ecan have a chanoce to
mature and perpetuate the spooles they are left to
die by the taking off of the mother bird. In'a short
while the stately heron will probably be only a mem-
ory.

Beals were being so swiftly exterminated to answer
the demand for thelr skins as coat-making material
that all governments have united for their protectipn.
But their numbers are all too few on the eve of the
revival of the sealskin at fashion's bloody behest.

The prineipal seal fisheries are on the islands and
fce floes of Bering sea. Thess fisheries, acquired from
Russia by the purchase of Alaska have furnished an ~
immense [ncome yearly, Owing to the depredations
of poachers, who In thelr haste have not hesltated to
skin the snimals allve, they are fast dissppearing
All the safeguards the authorities have been able to
give these intelligent and beautifyl animals have
falled to balle the butchers' greed when milady 1ifted
#0 much as her little finger to hint her wishes.

HUNDREDS RISK THEIR LIVES

Another fishery, which has been known longer and
has shown greatsr vitality, {s the one off Newlounds
land and Labrador. The seal fishing on the loa floes
there Ia much more dangerous than elsewherel Fob#,
that reason the seals there have thrived more numers
ously, During the sealing season hundreds of med
risk their lives on the floes, and the ships are in cone
stant danger of being nipped In the lce and brokan up.

It Is a rare good chance for the hunters when, in
this frozen sed, a herd s found, because the mothers
have come up on the jce with thelr young, while the
males swim around In search of food The difficulties
of ferreting out the herds, and the perils encountsred
in pursult, are so enormous that they would balk
mankind If womankind didn't belleve that sealskins
are Indispensable to happiness

Bome Years ago there was also a seal rookery on
Sable island, off the coast of Nova Scotia, but In a
short time all the stock there had been wiped out.

The speed with which the alligator has been oon-
verted intp leather has slmost fAinlshed him, yet the
‘gator is one of ths largeat reptiles known, as well
as one of the longest-lived and most prolific.

In the water he Is quite speedy, but on land most
cumbersome. He s usually hunted st night with the
aid of & bull's-eye lanterti, When the light Is flashed
in the creature’s face he is helpless, and It Is & alm-
ple matter to club him over the head and skin the
carcass, The akins, when tanned maks excellent
covers for such articles as pocketbooks, handbags,
trunks, purses, and even books and chalrs,

In order to save the apecles from absolute annihi.
lation several! glligator farms have been established
The largest of these Is at Hot Springs, Ark, and
another is at Bt. Augustine, Fia.

The Hot Springs farm is run by H. J. Cunps_cl.l.‘ y &

,the son of an English army officer, and he Is kuown #
as “Alllgator Joe." The establishment occuples mev-

eral acres and in it are from 800 to 9§00 specimens,

ranging in sige from tiny bables to magnificent bulls

sixteen to elghteen feet long. Many of the baby slll-

gators are scld as pets. The young ones are usually

hatehed out in Incubators and have to be kept apart

from the older reptiles, for the alligator is an invet-

erite cannibal. Mr, Campbell has beén very successtul

in breeding the reptiles,

PELTS GROW SCARCER

Today the bulk of the furs used in our trade come
from the great Northwest. The business amounts to
milllons of dollars yearly, and In some sections the
methods of trapping are stlll as primitive as in the
days of the Astors. At St Paul, the center of the
trade In America, millions of costly skins are brought
dowm from the trading camps of the North and eon-
verted into material for garments of wonderful va-
riety for the woman of fashién, Here may be found
the precious peits of the ottar, beaver, sable, mink
fisher, coon and lynx.

Never has the passion for securing these rare
pelts been more evident than now. Persons of wealth
and fashlon bestow ms much care on the selection of
fine furs as they do on thelir jewaeéls,

To provide all these ornaments millions of ani-
mals are sacrificed on the altar of fashion emch year,
The number of specles practically exterminated dur
the nineteenth c¢century 1is appalling. Eodl'.'rm
beeg 'l.b:‘ si&gﬁhter that ow‘ln t:‘.o “Bl. :u; lvonm
such organ ons as o Audubon Soclety, -
ments in clvilized countries have taken dru:foonm‘
to preserve tha rarer me. It is now illegal to hunt
certaln anilmals at ulfll.nd others must not be, mo-
lested "‘““‘3 breeding time.

It is hard for Professor Starr to understand
penchant of woman's for arraying herself in the
of the animal kingdom at such a cost of life :

When the human race was in the n.rlﬂ- w
development cloth was unknown and the ns -
mals were naturally the only things available to pre-
tect the body from the rxion of winter, »

Then, too, man was & hunter and subsisted nl?l‘!
by the fortunes of the chasa he primary cons
eration ‘was the obtaining of Agur that u&t Was
onlﬁudomntlu economy to use the skin for clo

t vunl;] seems to have got In Ity ine work 3
the start. The' beautiful furs and feathers & w
had In her wardrobe gave avidence of her huk
ability and prowess in stocking the family

In our own day, when the head of the hom :
longer compelled th go forth into the woods
for his meal, the wearing of such finery becomes
verlest badge of wanity., The ldea of 'kllllllgl. oreds
ture in coid blood simply because (ts fur is .
pretty, or because it pens to possess o
gaudy and att ive feather, s not now in
any necessaity whatever, .

This, at least, is the unsparing way in which Pro-
fegsor Starr and ail other eynlcs are sesing Woman's
GeaSTTIl ‘ahie aver Bee fheu Thot Wy, the Iasolmnting

ahe B -'m
m-mr . o '_ ¥ . i g 4 . M S
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