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picturesque vagabonds,, and talkina ravlv

"They had come, down from town With their hot for Heathcote DAy.rt

, to aaeh other. Jhe whole voyage, had been
rather rlotouetbe Chatelaine had not coma
along and thera had been variegated dlver
aiona at every port of eaU. Tet their tajk.
had' not la the least daunted the girl-per- haps

by Fate's doing, aha had singled
eut Luttrell' and appealed to him all on- - '

.afraid. She had said with a smile and a
lifting- - of big, dark, timocent eyes: "I been
prayin the rood Lord to send me somebody

v that talked English. I reckon that's how
you happened alpng. My French li all
book French, yoa aee and these poor

' folks are ea ignorant. Z can't .make them
understand." v

" That had been tha beginning.' The end.
nana might foresee. Miss Jessamine Twiggs,
restored to Iter proper mlHu, had deoor
busiy presented her father, the Colonel, a
truculent gentleman, withal obedient par.
ent-evh- in tha warmth oi his gratitude.

That's a pity it helps so to know all about
goln' to next eihbor,"' :AH haeanjd ba

aura of was that she- - did" not nate him.
Her baffllngs had but mada htm the mad-- "
der to win her. He had tried to Induce '

the Colonel to fetoh her down ta EdfehUl.
for Heathcota day, but had ' found r him
adamant, notwithstanding a, great inclina-
tion for tha sport of kings. "We'll , be
there me and Jessy to see this horse ef
youra win," , ha baa said. "We're right
jfown anxious, both ef ua, i sea him. We ,

reckon he's a right smart ef a racer;' but;
m bet. you a thousand even If yon ware
to cyart blm dowa to Texas, we'd find a
creetar ar so that at four miles '4 ran him
clear Inta the gre and."- - :

J -

' jfHB roeeata rafllanca of a ahlmmery
; J aunaet bathed the lawna and ' car
. dena of Edffehlll, painted each wt--;
erly window erlraaon, and tipped the roldea
weather vanea with Irrideaeent flory. Even

. upon austere winter daya, or thoae of
drnchln easterly atorma, it wae the
ahow-plac- e

t of , a millionaire countryside
Vow, jn the fuloeaa ef midsummer aTrowth,
with rosea to rufHe - It In every rlotoue
wind, with "aplce-ace- nt of carnation com-- V

tn hot and aweet through the dewfaU,
with serceoua peacocks parading- - velvet
lawns, crying raucous welcome to the eom
Jng night, and. doves in fluffy cloads eir

Z ellng and wheeling abora their red-tile- d

cot. It was as fair as paradise. Only the
Sitter, of wings,, the soft chirring-- of In- -,

acts ' broke p the Summer hush. Now.'?nd again from the distant highway thera
j came a dull barring- - of wheels, or the ghokt
iVf a siren's shrilling, but so falaUy they

merely accented the heavenly peace. Edge
Bill' master,, hating noises and prylngs.
had set ila gray atone ' castellated man-
sion upon a fair kill, in the midst of so
snany acres, they made Mm secure from-- '
botn.A'..-.;;,.;;;;;,;.;.- :: vU;--,"-- .

t In front, there was parking and thick
plantations, with a drive winding artfully
through. glving: here and there glimpses

f fray walls soon to be Ivy-grow- n. All
tha back was open. First came the junker
rardea. 'thea tha grassed Pleaeaunce, with. .

clipped yews, a founUIn, tnd stone benches,
also a weather-eate-n sundial. From it tha
ground fell down In long velvet slopes t
other and thicker plantations." matklag
various balldlngs. , Through the freen of
these lower plantations, from the Pleas-aun- ct

one caught flashes of eoler red-tile- d

reofa, Steep gables and more glided
weathercocks. Tha red Jtllea and golden

'ane meant the stabiee and their efflcea
Beyond was tha training track. With a
rlaes ena could see all that went n there
tram tha bell tower rising at tha mansion's
southwesterly angle. Fon tha lower one

, aeuld e also tha flagstaff ana the roof
tips of Greea Park'a clubhouse, notwlth- - v
atandlng tha course lay flva miles away.

Mr. Luttreiy ,f r EdrehiU to ba exact.
Blair Luttrell, Eequire had. antll three
moDthi back, spent in the array castle tha :

most part of what time he was fiat aaHlag '

p and down- - tha aeae in - a atarrelloaa
yacht A bachelor whose tela business was
apendjng money he had not made, tha es-

tate and tha yacht were very great helps.
His friends were lit," but few; his flatter-
ers, rivals, would-b- e friends, many; his
loves but. there discreet alienee la best,
Tha fit friends, nearly as much at home
In the big house as Its toaster, did not
even turn away, their eyes slgnlaoently
from the eattage and tta chatelaine. It
stood at the stable level, but well apart
front it There was a wholly separata ap-
proach to It from the enter world; also a
path, well screened and amaalngly torta-ou- s,

running down to It from tha green.
houiet, vhlch nestled at the west of tha
Fleasaunoa. Keither'wera eyebrowa lifted
when, upon "voyag-lnKS-

, the chatelaine went
along. She did ot act tha part of hostess,
merely that of unconventional guest '.
Moreover, she danced dollclouily. aod la
oft dusks sang weird, croony things, half ..'

had ahaken hands twice with all of them. There had been Illumination for, tha rest

.trelf smothered a aath. aha .'answered
eoldlyj . Ther ara places where mad
women can b put fely away. Only a
mad woman and a bad on, will keep
thrusting an m claim fully paid. Cornel
X must gat you eway-a- t anea, Tou return
at yeur peril." ;i :

" "Kiss ma onoe and say yon da not hate
me. Then you ahall never even hear of
ma again." La-L- ea entreated piteously, her
face ashen. Luttrell pushed away her
proffered Hps, and drew her awlftly down
tha path. At tha gate or tha 'etable yard
be celled guardedly to Hardaway, and aa
Nock appeared said ? t him " Impatiently.
Imperatively: "Take this woman to tha
city-v- at once, stay, with her until she is
aboard ship El Rio sails . southbound, a
little after midnight t Olve her money
every comfort but make sura sh goes."
If sh makaa trouble I think you, know, '

whaf td do. - ; Z

With tha last "word he thrust Ln-Leo- 'a

hand Into Hardaway and darted into th
gathering ! duak. Hardaway had merely
nodded now h called to one of the men."
Very shortly he wa sitting beside La-Le- a

ia what had been her special .brougham,
with the horses going a slapping pace, and
the man on tha box lost la am axe. Until
they were Bearing tha city neither La-L- ee

nor th trainer spoke There wa a need

rearing ant-th- while, welcomes to' Texas, rln hearing af thla frustrated plan. It oeuld

s IL Bt ahe would love Edgehlli. ; he
was, glad she had not' coma to It. He .

v wanted her 8rt stopping across It thresh-hol- d

to be as jts mistress. So he climbed .

withhia heart and mind fall of her, natil
he bad to stop for breath at tha fifth turtk
. ,A shrubby pine marked It. There waa a
seat at the foot As Luttrell came full

, upon It a figure huddling thera slid to'la
feat, hugged - them , tight ' and murmured, --

.Tread 'on my heart, please, Bo"t may die." '
.-- Luttrell raised It firmly,; not. Ungently,
yet with no trace of tenderness, held It v
arm's length arid .asked: ' "! this wilful

"unklndnesa, La-Le- e? Or didn't the lawyere
make you understand"" , ' . ; '

"About the money money to keep away
from yout Ob'yee,'' the .woman ' ar'1,'
drooping heavily toward him. Ton knev
X cannot lake It I never cared for It 1
care for nothing exoept you.". -

v 8he waa truly a human drchtd as weird
' and vivid la bloom as those kindred marvels
of the tropica The tropic lalands breed ,

uch. Many ships sail to them, padae la '
their harbors, then wing away. And th
Island women are comely oftentimes, and
edmetlraes very fair. Descent Is through
mother. If tits woman had traced her
forefather, she might have found a royal
Dutoh admiral .at the head of them, and, ;
further" down, : a i allor-Vlkln- gr and an
JCngllsH Puke's heir,.. Her heavy, unrlppled
hair had a right to Its pale geld, her eye
their corn-flow- er blue, lfer akin Its dead

'whiteness, its. pure carmine-re- d. Tet th

'Ve'ostatle sighs-- , between his' wards: "31:
tight my const Sit tight! Behold tha ful- -
fllment of , a hopeless dream. .. I've pint I .

always to show you how I could manage
this dandy fouf Thank fortune,
Blair will have none af bubbles! Now. gooJ;
men. now look and die with envy of your.,
charioteer." "

"Envy Is worse than sinful foolish,"
' Ben thera had said gravely as they clam-- ,

V bered down and pa,ae4 ito the big halt
"Consider, Blair has tha bother of owning
all this; wa get the use. the sweet of it.
with aona of that bitter. Upon my ward.

k" thera are ttlmes when rm. actually aorry ;

for him." ,
'

"No need to be," T4swell had answered.
"Owning things Is fun enough for . him.
Take Xnderly, for example. Shall I aver ,

awn a hair of hlmT Tet I lava him. and
rejoice In him because ha I j&nderby. Blair
cares for tha hoss because ha it horse,
If ha were ' another man', and Enderby

"twiea aver, he woold hardly look at him.
Maybe' Blair can't help It; It's been the
same with him about oh, about pretty
n"ear everything.". . . ")?"';.;'',
.' Doswell had finished lamely enough, and .

- turned away, flushing deeply.' , Ha was the
youngest of them. Tha other had looked
at each ether, recalling uw upon voyages
and tha rare seasons whan tha Chatelaine

' had sung for thera there at Edgehlll, DOs- -
' well' attitude toward her and been most

distant af all, but somehow most touohe't- -
, with compassion-- ,.:' ff i

It was partly to escape this canacion- - jt
nesa that Evarts had led thenf to the
Pleasaunce. a they trooped out Bentham '
shlvfred faintly, and said In Doswell'a ear: ' '

"Luttrell ought to have' comealong with --

m. Tm no.t ( bit superstitions; but don't "
vstf'feer thinga'in'the ,lrr:,-.i;.:fv- .

had nodded, answering very low,
"Tesj but If w ara h real friends, we

f trill- think they ara only eood thinga.'; '
, !'

Luttrell took ha upward wlndjwg " path,'
"at tha end, fig A brief whlsperid-eonferetioe.- ' t

1 Hardaway looked after him,J chuckling

mean nut ana thing tun cnnteetine was
safe In her native Island, and likely there
to stay.' That was tha best possible end- - '
Ihg to thla seven-ye- ar entanglement; a bitA
hard oa her, but Luttrell. Of course, weald
do tha rUrnt thing. He was, above every-
thing, equare even eubio in hla aquare-aes- a,

Bentbam had said, adding. thought
fully, "When It aomea ta erushing you.

Is there anything more effectual than the eubef
Thera had been further reaasuranea aa

they drove from the station. They had
come In at tha bach, by way af tha stallea,
to had had ehnnce'te note that tha cot- -

.

tags was closed, every window barred and
shuttered, the vines trailing unkemptly "

about tha lattices. Evarta had looked away
from it alghlng under breath; Bentbam ;

had nodded to himself almost tmperocptl
bi. But Luttrell. In tha box seat had
given all hia ayes ta Do swell, who was
driving, tha whtla he told pver evenly, al-
most Jocosely, tha very latest story from
the clubs. Then they had swung lnta tha
table ' yard, where Nook Hardaway stood

atraddlng ilka a colossus, the moral and ,

pattern af pride. That had been astonish- - "
Ing enough. Nock was Luttrell'S trainer,
shrewd, hard-heade- d, cross-grain- ed and
eomtnontv pessimistic, - particularly as t "

stable enancea in any ', bl event But
there ha had stood, swelllna aut hia chest

" ireii wen everywhere. ua wain I
going atraight back home; Jessy had her
heartbeat an aummeiing'et the'seastiore. "
after aha wag dona .with thla fool grand

itower." Ba hadn't": wanted' to take the
tewer." but you had to do something with

Jl-ce- nt cotton pilln vp money aa scandal-
ous fast. Moreover, when yen had. Just

na aral-ehlc- k, and har . year partner,
twould en mighty lonesome. etayln' at

j home and lettln' her praaee off 'round the
world. ; However, that didn't -- matter '
thera was hla card alio- - his banker's
would the gentlemen, and especially Mr.
Luttrell. when all ware back again In
God's country, please not to forgetT

: They had ae forgotten least af all Lut- - ,
trail, Tha voyage had been cut short a
full month, aa aa ta fetch hqma about tha
time tha tourist ship mada port. 'After-
ward Luttrell had given himself sedulously '
tf courtship. Jessamine had met him half
way at 0rat, but with tha glancing gayety
of a finished If untutored- - coquette. - Alt
her art was learned In nature's school,
which was possibly tha reason It was so
effective. The rest marvelled less at Lut-trol- l's

first Infatuation than that It sur-
vived auch constant sight of Ha object He
had actually haunted tha moderate Twiggs
establishment, not even blinking eonsci- - ,

enclous sight-seein- g. The hardest thing
had been the Colonel' assumption of eame-faderl- e;

"Men of our age, Mr, Luttrell." was
a favorite and frequent phrase with him.

of speech th hand-clas- p had continued
throughout tha Journey's throvolag ellenee,
La-L- ee first had shrunk. from It . but.
soon tha warm tenderness of Hardaway
huge palm had begun whispering to her

- of hope and vebgeanee. When thickening
'lights and houses began to loom along tha

, way," she leaned to wat'd him, half looked
up, and- - whispered: "Tou' wilt help me
because jou hate Mai v

' Hardaway nodded. It was a minute be

prepotent-Saxo- n etralne had not wholly
vanquished the black drop which breed
on tragically through twenty generation.
Toil aaw it in the purpla-wh.- it beyond th
corn-flow- er blue pupils, th taind palmet
th pigmented half-moo- n at the exquisite
long nails. It showed, also, In the set of
ear and threat, most,of all in the

Jndesorlbable, brooding within
the eyes. .'. '

Luttrell placed her upon the bench, buj
again she slipped ta hi feet laid her cheek.

fore he eould apeak. Then' h gathered!
her within hla arms, kissed her twice, and

.mut'rdi "To but mostly because I lova
iyou." ...-.- ,

'Hardiway got back to EdgehtU llttla
before daylight chuckling to himself aaagainst them and murmured soft, inartleu- - .

late endearment. , Thla tlma ha draggednd "saylnrt "Come fer; tipa--h- Never listl iBTsklbalil lr Thea anteaKlen m.Jt , aawr. ..agrimly ana clenching a1 huge fist, mutter
ylL fflT pO tP JlObodr but thi X WlllJllgl ; ta hlmjftlf ..tha WhllI 1. WAIL kntlrt? 1 tin ft. enA hall iliit, liar frnm Mm tln flivm rta. .Amfoalf vtir.il V --- -- a.

'. ot mn fnT "eney.; how fur yoa .trust .mo If jest aa fur a . la a traind voioet "Ton muat.go atraight f. Th1 comfort p gitUh,' eben la eonaidat;ablaJ"wm wiiiii. v ui... ; . jtut gut we rer me aaran rou.- Jjut to cue lsi&aa. you can ae ouite natro-- xnen i n aviw . aa iut, v...bwmeFm,wi a neap. iga, luraorn- - i; trust yoq. f here where people understand,";
'em down; on th ho 'ain't Mr.' Blalf Luttrell, r Tou . don't deserv th Will you carry ma you took me awayt

s a u m i sr mm er ij Law t t a

aothln ' bat ' Jest Of plumo s .

natchuMora . fool.' Heats...
eotet What' er Heathcota . '
more or least Jest erbout or v
good exercise gallop. ,; Ef
had my will thafd.ba some-thi-n'

in It that, could make fthe hos ra'alely sketch to- -

elf." ".' :,-- ;V ,.'..r
"Gentleman, will yon (latent ;

The hoar Nock clean ;
ootty." Doswell had flung at
tha exultant trainer,:! "No
wander, though; - five race-- '

tha - night, and forward to ' tha morning
; ' La-L- ee wa saf aboard ahlp '

. trana- -
atlantl liner. By th next boat

f follow her it would be easy part
y from Luttrell afler the Heathcote. Money

would vet atand In th 'way h had spent
same part of Jj! absence in conclave with,

,tha king-pin'- ., among tb bookmakers a
. man able aad willing to pay royally foe

Information of moment Besides Hardawa
had already money .' In hand he' had - bet
hrwdly, lived parely, and been thrifty

r every way, M would marry the girl .
Luttrell and the blaok drop, notwlthstand- -
ing. They would llv abroad foreigners, he .
knew, war less squeamish than his own

. . peopl. - 8 had coveted her, worahlpfully
U: and afar, , from tha first In th Intoxloa-tio- a

of passion h would net let himself
; remember what It wa that had driven net

ta hi arm. :

i
' (T ho awaetaded next laaaay , '

boas, v not ntf . mor'n you, did the woman.
Tm. ter se Jar hit he don't coma back, yar .

tnakln' i trouble fer .you,' am 'It Lord,' of
41y you knowed! Ton take me er stock
r tone. Maybe j you'll com. tr- - know ,

; Some day .Ina '
er man or better man's

yeu." f Than he dropped hi ehla sa? hfs
preast and tood masilva and rumlna,nt
until ' tha , masy . path bad swallowed up '

;Luttra :!,;--.- --v.-; ; ., v. '
J- a j

. Luttrell walked fast rapid motion wa
4 relief 1n hia mood of tense uncertain ty.
At last he had .made Jessamine lltn to '

him Mrioualy, and though n 'hadfd '

o more than 'Walt maybe thing will
happen," he wa somehow curiously elated.
He wanted, things to happen first a aim-- pi

wadding, than a long, looghoneymoen,
afterward bllsaful years, full pt homely
delight : Jessamine would never care for
oclety, no mora than sh would shine la

' the woman said, beginning, to trmbl vio-
lently, Tou think X am ilka tha rest that
I can console triysejf. Ton ara wrong ao

;
wrong-i-yo- u have made mis different take
me there let ' me stay untiluntil yon
want ma again. Tou you may tlr'a!s

.'of that other"-- -' r i'srv-- ' :.fBtopr Luttrell ,'aaIdT hoaroIyV hi ya
. blailng, his face white and wort Ing. U
' caught th woman. y both shoulder and

ahook hr a he went on:- - "Understand- -in
th! there but you and 'm.

Understand, too, I am. tirad of you slok .
i o slckj I loath th thought of you. Tet '
'

X meant to be kind to give you enough to
make you a qucsn" among your own. .If
you flont car for the island, go to Paris
you shall still have the money but I will

- nevar o you agafn." v r

.."If I ay no what then T" the woman
aaked, hr face hidden in her hand,. Lut

won riiht off th reel might .
torn a horse's head, muoit
lea an old man'a But, say,
Nock, If Enderby' tb. hoas, ,
what, pray, ar all tha restr

"Catties) not much mere!'
Neck bad retorted In. htgn
disdaL "Eben yon could see

M

hit fr yerself ef 1 choosed
ter fetch out th aoea. yea.
X know them other la got
head, hair, huff and talis,

1 and some on 'em can race
ra'ale cute amongst'. thar .

eatvea In sprint and dashes
AM: .Cfc

Dean waited for Ceal'y to speak,
her anxiously and uncer- -PHwa

cry
ilnly. the while. , She was going ta

Instead. He knew it from th.
way her lip quivered, and. her eye grew.

Ilka, er eben git propped up
ter stay a mlle. But Lor,
wbu of hit The hoss can
rnn. rings round thar beat
time, ylt ty. th four-m- il

route, same as Lexington
and Sir Archy"

"Come away; Nock's dan-
gerous when he breaks out
in pedigree," Luttrell had
Interrupted, herding hi

, guest toward the brake.
But with his toot, oh the
step, he bad turned back,
saying: "There 1 omethlng
I forgot go on without me,
please. I won't be r long,
and we'll come
back very early to be shown.
X can't think what haa come
over Nock; In fact .'.hla. ho-

mer dlsquleta me. :' Xf b
were erabbod, ' aa nsuaJ, .1
should know our money was

"

aatgood won." .
As they drove upward

Bentham had said guardedly
to Evert at hi elboer.
"Have you 1 nt a gl n auon
enough to fit the Jessamine
flower Into all tfctsT" nod-
ding comprehensively to the

i
t'S ',:' ..

carries strength and promise, and Hope
College wa as proud of Its dean a though
he had been silver haired and crowned with
years.
' So for five year th Dean Mad gone

abroad'wlth hli earnest little class of stu,
dents and brought ; them back s safely-- , to '

Manlsto. But this year he had not reckoned
upon the problem of Cecily- - She had Joined

. the party at' the Iat minute, aad was to

.moot her mother in Rouen.- -,
"1 didn't want to aall with Aunt Nell, and

mother, and Edna," she had told him eon. .

fldentlally during those first wonderful
'nights on board ahlp. when the' Dean found
himself paqlng the deck with Cecily for no
reason whatever.. "Aunt Nell's always sea- - '

sick.. At least she Isn't; but she' so afraid
sh mar bo that she goe to bed before the .

boat sails and stay right there until . it
docks on the other side,. And aha want m

"to read to her all that time. And ah love.
Scott. 1 don't mind him, you know, once''
I've finished him; but he' simply terrible
to read aloud over and over and over again.
80 I camo with you Instead."

And now the two month had passed all
too swiftly, and they were in Rouen. After
dinner that night Mr. Wlnthrop had ed

on a heart-to-hea- rt talk with the
Dean as to Cecily's future. .

"I shall feel o relieved. Jtehe will only ''
tay over with her aunt and study through

the Winter. Somehow with th other girl
just what to do for the best but

with Cecily welt you know, Dean, ah 1 '

wilful." '

u And the Dean had agreed, surely, surely,
if she was' anything adorable and original
at y wa wUf Ul.'

"If you would only have a talk with her.
Dean," her mother had added, tearfully.. "I .

know it would carry weight ..Have a heart-to-hu- rt

talk with her, and try to make her-
see what Is best.'

And the ' Dean had again agreed. He '

would have a 1 heart-to-hea- rt talk with
Cecily, watching the earnest conversation

ihe corner of her eye. had taken matt
ters Into her "own bands, and swept; th :

Dean away at one to the quaint high- - .

backed settle t the end of the Jong

cprrldor. --

.j, "Do you want me to ty herein Win"
terT" the 'demanded uddnly. -

"I want you to do what la for yours beat,-B- ut

X don't want to atudy art or any-
thing also. I want to goback to dear old
Manlsto, and "mother says it's alow and pro-
vincial "

and all that And X love evrjfoot
of Ita prectoua flat prairie land." i

, Th Dean nodded silently, hi lip
pressed close together, He knw. . So"dld
he lov Manlsto, better than all the wealth
and lore aad beauty of thi rare old world.
And he knw that h loved Cecily bettee
than he did Manlato, :; : ,

"Oh, take me back ' home with yon."
pleaded Cecily suddenly, leaning toward
him with dewy eye .and clasped hands. '

"You understand, and mother doesn't a
b'" . - ;"f

Tf If you go back home," tha Dean triad;
, to apeak quietly, "do you know what It will

mean, CecilyT-;'.i-,:.- ;

.. Something In hi voico Warned her. She
had' 'caught that tone before when he had
spoken to her, caught It during thoa long.

. happy-wal- k tn deok under the midsummer-moonligh- t;

heard It when he had singled
her out during the llttla trip through Nor-man- dy

and Brittany, and around Barblion';
and other shrine of the past thay had vis- - '

Ited. And Cecily, being wise, said nothing.
The Dean waited for an answer, aad looked
at her. . It waa a narrow settle, one of those,
ancient weathered oak affairs, with Just 'room on It for two. ' And suddenly the
Dean' arras closed about --the girlish figure
so near him, and he held her close to hi '
heart, close away, from th old world
charm, held 'her for. himself and for th .

llttla home prairie town.' ' ' '

"I told you what it would mean, dear,"1
said at length, for the Den was a man

of few words,. "Are you content !1
But Cecily laughed,' and leaned her head

back hi houlder. - .on ; .; '.'.".; '.--

"I wonder if mother will approve of the
heart-to-hea- rt talk w have had," she said, :

"She ought to. We've settled my career.
haven't wr ; ; .' v

..
-

."No, only begun It wtheart," aald tha
Dean. . . t

'it '.'I. 'M ixJ "'li

soff ajid misty like a child'. And ah had
beguiled him into down at the
end of the Flemleh corridor, far from the
rest of the party. Cecily waadov and ser-
pent In one small wise person. , . .

"But what eaa I possibly do about It to
help your aald th Dean In final despera-- v

tlon. : "The Winter abroad Would b d- -
Ughtful for you, and your mother"

'Toor little mother doesn't know What ta
do with me," interposed Cecily, recklessly '
twisting up her oh Iffon Veil Into a wadded
wreck. "You don't know what it I to be
the mother : of " flv girl, , Dean.
Knowlea. ' ' . :v-'"' .'--

Th Da haatlly and gravely agreed with
her. He didn't knew. ,

"There'. Jess, . musio keep ' her buy.""
Cecily counted oft her slaters on her small,
tanned fingers. "Then Pauline Is Aunt
Nell's special pride and pet so ah' pro- -

'vlded for. Then' Marjory married, and that
. settle haj fata, and only leaves Edna and

my own self. Edna's only fifteen and I'm ,

nineteen,' And all mother thinks of now li
how . on earth to dispose of me. Yes, sh
does, too" (as the Dean tried to Interrupt).
"Tou know ahe does. She tries to make me
think X want to study art - I don't want
to look at another single old picture. . I I '

.'just want to go home."
' "

. 8he w actually crying thi time. The
Dean took one hasty aide glance, and turned

. away hi eyes, steeling hi heart against
the way of Cecily. . It waa two month
slno th party had stak-te- from Iowa to
"do" Europe. Every'Sum'mer the little col- -

,

lege town took' pride In sending over Its
contingent of tourists, who should shed
some of Manlsto clvlo glory upon the old

'world..' And every- year" It .wa Dean
Knowles who was th star and leader of
the pilgrimage. For eleven years he had'

' been the abiding hope of Manlsto, the spe-
cial trimmer and tender to it shining lamp
of knowledge. He wa young, too about
thirty but In th West It la youth that ,

'Tread on my heart, pleaie, so I may die."

barbaric, wholly entrancing, accenting their
rhytfama and harmonies with banjo chorda
She did not need even her maid' chape-rona- ge

levity-- ' was impossible In the face,
af LuttreU's profoundly distant attitude.

"Clair remains the Puritan he was born.

landscape a he spoke,
Evarts. had merely shaken

" - ttla head, o. Bentbam
had run on: "It almost enough to make
one believe In spells the change her In
everything. Enderby Is, I admit the horse
of the century; but Neck has been gnarly
ae a blackthorn over other horse mighty
near a good. X .admit " fur the, that the
Jeaaamlna flower

"

has gaselle eye. ' hair
like black floss aUk. and absurdly small
feet; but beyond that she ls .no more than
an agreeable young person, comely and
commonplace. - Yet ahe can take or leave
all this, and God know what beside. Take
it In aplt of a. thousand more beautiful,
more faaclnattng women. What ' I thi
oecretr -

"Antithesis, t think., Remember wntu
he displace. Orchid prepare us to-do- t

on homely bloom," Evarts bad anawered
thoughtfully. , jBefore he could say more
Doswell had called aver hi heutdar, small.

If ha spoke It with a veiled twinkle, he
had lived up to it rarely letting Luttrell
take Jessamine out of earshot, and almost
never out ef sight Then, when Luttrell
in -- desperation had .'proposed formally for
his daughter's hand, he had got 11 rat very
red, then very white, and answered, chok-
ingly: "Ask her. I haven't got, a word to,
ay;lf I did have, be, T hope to'

God she won't have you.' Not that I bear
you any grudge- - I'm hound to hat any
fellow who:. want t rob me and I can't-aee-

to lit you aad Texas, anyhow." :

That was a month back: Ever since Lut.
trail had been, asking Jessy, . getting no
ether answer than plaintive looks, quick
rarlet flurries, and such speeches ss: "If

you keep en beIn' tiresome, I'll send you
to smoke with Paddy," or "Did you ever
play puss la th corner with yourself T No!

him when- - he reforms," Evarts, his near-
est friend, had eald( to
Bentbam, the cynical. Qr break out"
Bentham had 'answered with a shrug.
Though he cannot bo baunte4 by 'th tin- - --

committed elns of hi youth. he will And
them In retrospect all so deadly reepeota-bl- e

they may well send, him to the deuce."
Bentham,' Evarts,-Doswe- ll and McCray

leunged rally about the Fleasaunce, smok-
ing, goiiping gaily, - yet underneath not

holly at eaae. They had come down from r

town with their host for Heathcota days'


