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Hoy Fair Maids of the

Past Arrayed Them- -

selves tor toe Aitar(

'
'

. J : X- ft, " fbj'ii)

rjlENDERLY, grandmother liftedlthe
M v shimmering mass of watered silk

M. from the old cedar chest, ; and
- fhere xvas a; far-aw- ay look in her eyes as --

she. ran her 'fingers gently along the soft
folds of the gown. Can anything in all

: the world hbldxso much of sweet reminU'

. . an . interesting study. . The fair maid on this
: page who paused long enough pn her way to

th "altar" to have her picture taken and to ex-- 1

'' amine a pretty gift of gema at the aame ime
wore a dress of swhite taffeta, trimmed with' '.

; ruffle" to form a court train. Two, pleated silk
'.pieces finished by bows trimmed the front; there -

v. an illusion Teil falling from the half , wreath
' of orange, blossoms., j :zrf.; J '

iV White silk formed the dress of the bride of .

,1877. It was ut the princess style, buttoned
., across slantwise, small bouquets of orange blos---

soms, ever popular then, as later, erranged. about
"the gown. "j"--' r ': 7.:- -, " " '

1 The lady who is shown standing in front of
the bride was in the correct evening dress of
the period-uc- h gowns . as were seen at the

, bridal reception. It was a September wedding
, ; in ?1877. ; s'i'ialv - ;

Perhaps, as grandmother lovingly, fingered;
the folds of the old "Wedding" dress that'she drew
from its quiet resting place of years, memory

'pictured again 'the stalwart, form of the happy,
(man who stood beside her on that memorable
.day so long ago. But who is so interested ia
.a man'j apparel at such a, time "as to preserve
!it for curious eyes of later generations?' t

Some of, the bridal traditions ' to which
I our grandmothers hearkened, and which havev

beenhanded d6wn ,religiously, from mother ta
daughter through .many generations, have their

l' origin in the t. dim 4 and ' distant past ; What
': , bride first thought of h, .

...
'

v , .y.
Son thing' old and emth!na-nw- ,

'
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Botncthing borrowed and aometblng blue;; .'

- and yet how. few fiil' to observe- this: gentle re--

X!it l"8

N, ,
. -

t cence as an old wedding dress f. ,
? It wouldlseem a strange bridal gown, l

, perhaps, to maidens of today, and yet those
of the forties 'juere not' so, far removed
from the bridal costumes of the present as
have beew someof those coming later. Not "

, so strange to. modern vision as would be,
for instance; the bridal finery of l8j 2, s

; r is an entertaining occupation to
wander back through the years of the. past
arid, by means of picture and printed page,
catch glimpses' of thecustoms and the cos
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Thar : 1 jomethlnr about a wcddlnv- - wn
, prattler thn In . other (own In tha, world.-- r

Zouk1m Jerrold.. . i - ; .

T IS pity that, with the. rather ;brief de- - ,I - scription given of the bridal finery of 1846,-there- was

no record 'left' of. the "wedding
y ; ' at which this 'dainty .bride; and her hand '

some bridesmaid were such .'prominent and at-
tractive figures. . , 7

; The Srtist who preserved the costumes "for
'.. the benefit of maidens during' ensuing years
- merely attached to 'the engraved page the state- - .

" ment ihat the' costumes were ; Americanized '
f copies' of Paris fashions.' Tor' a more 'detailed --

v' description one 'is referred to the sprightly let-ter- of

.a sprightly miss who attended the cere--:
mony and wrote of.it to her home folk. ;t '. f;- -

"We received,": she wrote, "printed- - invita- -

A
tions to go to church to witness the ceremony.
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There were a large number of friends present, ,

vThe J bride 'was dressed in ' a rich " white
' watered silk, with a satin stripe. Like all bridal

dresses now, it was made high with long sleeves.
A tulle veil crossed over the top of the .head

. and .was confined with a vwreath of roses and '
orange blossoms.', She looked very, handsome. "

i'."After the ceremony they insisted ' on my j
.accompanying them home and dining with them
en famille. 1 --vent. We had a beautiful din-- .
ner. " Mr. G seemed more than happy,' and

' during dinner called J y, bis wife; as if "he
were used to it", Mrs. H 'and I helped the
bride change her gown and arrayed her in a
rich plaid woolen dress for traveling."'

" There were a great many weddings' in the
summer and fall of 1865, when braver soldier "

boys of Blue and Gray went home from camp '
5 end closing campaigns, i It was a graceful trib- -

ute to their gallantry, perhaps, that bo many
, brides wore a kind of shoulder knot resembling

an officer's epaulet , ' ;

The particular bride of 1865,' whose picture
; is shown above', was. attired in the height of

' the prevailing fashion. Her dress was of white
with folds of satin, edged with .

rich chenille ball fringe, t These folds .were
caught up in festoons "by loops of chenille cord. ,

The corsage was trimmed with chenille cord
and fringe and fastened' with very rich pearl '

buttons. ' 7 - ' 7" '

" The bride wore her; hair curled in', what
, was called the empire style ; it was dressed with ' -

-- ""-- 'T '"imrJ-i-ri f.i w.
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' fillets of white velvet and a tuft of green leaves . - --r- LS ' j. '
over the forehead. , To complete the attire was "

---
I 1allinf-- in a tram at th nflr; - .t.1 :. . -; . . '. r 4
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am 0 A people of different times. JndK' rayed in ther accepted nuptial finers ot the There was a background of sadness to many spicuous or more numerous esidencesof 'th v minder when rrenarinir for the great event of
in t1 h rsitt h y. 'nr I tr c ,t..J.. ; . J i .v. -- ... I . i i -- T r nt iPWTnnnip which started lovers tm life's : lin?viTur Invaltv nf vnmnh'i 1n,n V- - . . i their livps t , . ' ,

VB .ww-hu- ; time, si. to ve Tcmemocrca smer ' "Ar " ". :r r -

' brides nf our nam ' tl
feature y ' . ' journey

. together during this, last year of the .

: , .
., Still, many of the marriage ceremonies of' - From very , early times young women have

JnZthit orJ ? accuracy, they, have been Jaken , great American conflict ; -' .
' .this iperiod , were aplendid affairs, for, the. ite .raimentfor their .wedding day.'

mvincrs,. granamosners , 4 greasrgrana-;-- x

' from 'Old volumes of amagazne now ds-- Not a fewtof the bridegrooms were partial tary wedding has always been dear, to a woman's Fashion has given diversity to its lengthy ful
mothers were brides. p '

. continued, but which for many years was .wrecks of; the sturdy manhood that had re- - heart. There were brilliant' spectacles when the ness and details, but simplicity and purity have
Here are pictures of some August and the leading authority on woman's dress in p f arming cau.ro arms; some naa gay uniforms of the men, complemented the been the dominant note. Ihe ring on her finger.

Sejmbet-brides- r Pthosckygpnda a.. rf . cuiij k:cici uu wuich ua.ucu vu. wuitucs. uauHiness - aoa peauiy oi ienumne, oosiumes as me oroocu uu uei ureast ana ixia ganana on nee
y Al jutflthtea,tiTngtEejaj.w.eia.xa moua csai'--' bridal group toad about the altar. bead have-also-mau- the bride
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