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'How Fair Maids of the

_Past Arrayed Them-

selves for the Altar

ENDERLY, grandmother liftedithe

; shimmering mass of watered silk
from the old cedar chest, and

there was a-far-away look in her eyes as
she ran hersfingers gently along the soft
folds of the gown. Can anything in all
the world holdiso much of sweet reminis-

cence as an old wedding dress?

It would \seem a strange bridal gown,
perhaps, 1o maddens of roday, and yet those

" of the forties gvere not so far removed

from the bridabicostumes of the present as
have beer' some\of those coming later. Not
s0 strange fo_wmodern vision as would be,
for instance, the bridal finery of 1872.

It is an entertaining occupanon to
wander back through the years of the past
and, by means of picture and printed page,

catch glimpses of thecustoms and the cos- |
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@ more interesting . study

ides of the days when our oun

ﬂm grondmothers and grubgnnd-
were brides,

s Ha'e are pictures af Augast and
| 7.-brides o
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rayed in ﬂu accepted nuptial fnry of the
times. A feature to be remembered is-their
entire accuracy, as. they' have been taken

from old volumes of a .magazine now dis-

continued, but which for many years ‘was
:he leading amkam_y on woman's dress in
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There Is something about a wedding gown
B“H" than In.any other gown in the 'orld.-_-
onﬂu Jerrold.

J T I8 a pity that, with the rather brief de-
seription given of the bridal finery of 1848,
there was no record ‘left of the wedding
at which this dainty bride and her hand-

soms bridesmaid were such promment and at-

tractive figures.

The artist who preserved the costumes”for
the benefit of maidens during emsuing years
merely attasched to 'the ‘engraved page:the state-
ment that the costumes were Americ
copies of Paris fashions. For a more dethiled
description one is referred to the sprightly let-

ter. .of .a sprightly miss who attended the cere-

mony and wrote of it to her home folk.

“We received,” she wrote, “printed invita-
tions to go to church to witness the ceremony,
Theére were a large number of friends present.

“The- bride "was dressed in a rich white
watered silk, with a sdtin stripe. Like all bridal
dreuel now, it was made high with long sleaves.

A tulle veil crossed over the top of the head
and was confined with a wreath of roses and
orange blossopis.. She looked very handsome.

“After the ceremony they insisted on my

accompanying them home and dining with'them
en famille. 'I went, - We had a beautiful din-
ner.. 'Mr. -G—— seemed more than happy, and
during dinner called J—---y, his wife, as if he
were used to it. Mrs, H—'and I helped the
( bride change her n and a.rrayed her in a
rich plaid woolen ci s for mvehng
here wére a gnat many weddings in the
summer and fall of 18685, when brave soldier
boys of ' Blue and Gray went home from camp
and closing campaigns, It was a graceful trib-
ute to their gallantry, perhaps, that so many
brides wore a kind of shoulder knot resembling
an officer’s epaulet.

The particular bride of 1865, w}nose picture
is shown above, was attired in the height of
the prevailing fashion. Her dress was of white
_satin, t.immed with folds of satin, edged with
“rich chenille ball fringe, | These folds .were
caught up in festoons by loops of chenille cord,
The corsage was trimmed with chenille cord

and fringe nnd fastened with very rich pearl

bnt.tons
The bride wore her. bair curled in what

called the empire stylé; it was dressed with

ts of white velvet and a tuft of green leaves

over the forehead. To complete the attire was
a tulle veil, falling in a train at the back.

There was a background of sadness to many

of the ceremonies which started lovers on life’s

Journey together during this last year.of the

Afneriel.ll conflict.

a few of the bridegrooms were partial

,wrecks of the sturdy manhood that had re-

sponded to the thrilling eall to arms; some had

empty sleeves and moved on nrutphnl.
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Bridal finery of the 1872 period furnishes
an _interesting study. The fair maid on this
page who paused long enough on her way to
the altar to have her picture taken—and to ex-
amine a pretty gift of gems at the same time—
wore a dress of white taffeta, trimmed with a
rufle to form a court train. Two pleated silk
pieces finished by bows trimmed the front; thare
V. & an illusion veil falling from the half wreath
of orange blossoms.

White silk formed the dress of the bride of
18%7. It was cut in the princess style, buttongd,
across slantwise, small bouguets of orange blos-
lcms, ever popular then, as later, arranged about
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the
’ ?h.n lady who is shown lmduw in front of

the bride was in the correct evening dress of
the period—such gowns as were seen at the
bridal reception. It was a SBeptember weddiag
in 1877

Perhaps, as grandmother lovingly fingered
the folds of the old wedding dress that she drew
from its quiet resting place of years, memory
pictured agdin the stalwart form of the happy
man who stood begide her on that memonblo
day eo long age, But who is so interested in
a man’j apparel at such a time as to preserve
it for curious eyes of later generations i

Some of the bridal traditions ta which

our  grandmothers nearkened, and which have

been handed down religiously from mother ta,
daughter through many generations, have their
origin in the dim and distant past, What
bride first thought of

Bomething old and somséthing .new,
Something borrowed and something bdblue;—

and yet how few fail to observe this gentle re-

spicucus or more numerdus eudmuu of the minder when prepsring for the grest event of
undying loyalty of woman's love.

: Btill mn;' of the maminn ceremonies of«

tmuo-ull

their lives?
Em:himy ‘early h?“ young women have
chosen te rpiment, for their w
Fashion has mﬁhiﬁ
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