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Congress does not either at least not often aha smiled
rather sadly; for, after all, what could she do on her
1900 a yearT -

80 when It was suggested that a tablet at Bancroft
Hall, "the Hall of Fame of Annapolis." as it has been
called, would be the next beat thing, she took up that
Idea eagerly, for she felt that there was some hope of
her being able to raise the smaller sum that would
accomplish that And her friends helped her until the

v.-.VI 4

fund became almost sufficient and the work was well
underway. "

. . ."iWJFDUw men "urandma Gridley," as they affectionately
call her In the Land Office, sat down to ' orderlngs o
providence In the assurance of the permanent eherlsh-In- g

of Captain Grldley's fame, and feeling that she
was ready to go cheerfully when, her summons ' came

The Hopes and Dis-7-7

appointments of Mrs. :

to Join her son and hie son. ."---

The tablet will be of golden bronxe. 41 by SO Inches
(Stt oy 2Vi feet); on the left a panel containing a
medallion portrait of Captain Gridley In relief; on the
right, separated from this br a conventional arrange-
ment of oak leaves, the inscription on which the Grid-le- y

family and the naval authorities have agreed, as
follows: -

CHARLES VbTkNOJT GRIDLBT.
Captain In the United states Navy. ' "

Bora November 14. Hit.Appointed te the Naval Academy from Mlchlgaa
In 1160. Oraduated In lift.

Served with rarragut ltfl-111- 4.

Commanded the U. 6. 8. Flafahip Olympia at the
Battle of Manila Bay, May 1. . - ,, ....

Died at Kobe. Japan, June tlHI. . ,

Gridley, Mother of
Dewey s Chief Captain"

W A Gigantic LibraryHEN a woman has given her. all
ungrudgingly to her country in
time of need; when she has HEN Sir Edward M. Thompson resigned re--W cently his position as director and principal

librarian of the British Museum there-- were
plenty of aspirants for the position, which

was railing- - for a memorial to her dead, the anxious'old lady felt that the battle was, half won.
Mrs. Gridley had plenty of moral support In her

. Ion struggle for recognition. In permanent form, of
her son"s services. . But, unfortunately, financial sup-- :

"port was lacking.
President Roosevelt was thoroughly In sympathy

with her desires. He thought Gridley ought to have a
monument at Arlington.. He went a step further; he
thought Gridley' s mother ought to have a pension, as
'Grfdley's mother. She already had a small one 120 a

' month in recognition of her services as a wartime
nurse. But that certainly was not enough to live on;
and,hr.r aoivljicJus.1V Gridley. himselt a Civil ,War
vetranr with whom she made her home, s was not awealthy man. ,

There was nothing of pettiness or jealousy aboutthe old lady. There was no bitterness in her heart' when she watched the splendid ovation that greeted
, Dewey and his captains in New York on their return

from Manila, though she could not help thinking of
the sadly different return of her boy, who came home
in his. coffin.

ghen both her sons to its service in war and, ,

hot content with that, has gone to the front
herself as; a nurse;"when she has rdrudgcd
'humbly and uncomplainingly for' a mere pit--

Vance in a minor government position until
tvell past fourscore years; when, after all this :

ishe asks of that country nothinr for herself

tor there was no law under which Captain Grldley's
mother could draw a pension, since he left a widow
to draw one. .'':

That bill has been introduced In mors than one of
the recent "billion-doll- ar congresses." And has there
been a chorus of grateful "ayes' to the proposition to
appropriate a few thousands, at the outside, to erect
a monument to Gridley of the OlymplaT There has
not! Or the placing of Grldley's mother beyond the
possibility of want during the few years left her?
There has not - la . fact, the proposition haa never
got beyond the pigeonhole of some committee room
desk,

Perhaps Mrs. Gridley should not have expected
gratitude or appreciation, at least not in tangible
form. But Mrs, Gridley was a woman and a mother
and. naturally, unreasonable. No use to tell her that
Congress was not in the habit of erecting shafts to
Its heroes at Arlington; that if it once began there

, would be-n-o end to that, buslnesa , No use to tell her
'that the monuments at th 'National Cemetery11 have

' all been erected by private enterprise, or by organisa-
tions or states as tributes to dead comrades or illus-
trious sons. .

Her son, and her son's son, died, not In the service
of the state of Michigan, but of the United 8tates.
The family had not lived much in Michigan for
thirty years. It was to Uncle Sam that she appealed,
and the appeal fell on deaf ears. She was not worried
much' about the pension as a mother. She could use It,
of course,, but she could get along without It Her'nurse's pension and her government position met her
simple wants.

She had held a position in the Interior Department
thirty years, and drawn $00 a year for affixing the
official seal to Land Office documents, being regarded
as an expert at the work. Sometimes she sealed as
many as 600 papers a day. She was an independent
little old lady. She liked the feeling that she was
earning her own living; that, even if she did live with
her son, she did net live on him. So the fact that Mr.
Gardner was not able to get her an additional pension
did not worry her much. "But the disappointment
s bout the monument hurts," she said.

All the energies of her declining years have been,
devoted to this dream of a monument to "Charley." She
met with universal sympathy; but sympathy does not
build monuments. And when It was pointed out that

but a memorial to her hero dead, disappoint mends dared encourage the id uoV t& that aream. "

' ; hlnn, t- - And n6w.lt U about to com truer With the aid
A pertonal triende of Her own and of her ion; ofWhile Congresy has been battling over CaptaIn td-M- i i xnaewon. of Admiral ifcwer,

Mxing tariff problems this Summer, another and Admiral Blgrsbee,, of members of Captain Gridley
htrn C,M l Annapolis, and. last but not least, of Mrs.battle, unseen by the --public eye, ... Has Mlyn K CaPWa .undent sum has been raised to

gOtttg' On at the national Capital-- 'the pa' warrant work on the memorial; tablet being ,'beeun,

thetic struggle of an old woman against time; f' wiH.Jd

pays 6000 a year, with house rent In addition. The
post, however, is no sinecure. ,

There are over 2.000,000 printed volumes for which
the chief librarian Is responsible the only larger col-

lection Is the 2,600,000 volumes of the Blbllotheque
Natlonale of France not to mention 70.000 valuable 1

maps, over 100,000 manusoripts (many of which could!
not be replaced, if stolen or destroyed) and a magnin- -
cent collection of prints and drawings. Altogether
there are eleven departments In the British Museum,
which originated in 175S with three namely, printed
books, manuscripts and objects of natural history.

The manner in which the British Museum was
founded forms a curious story. Sir Hans Sloane offered
to the nation his natural history collection, coins,
manuscripts and printed books for f 100,000, about one-four- th

of their estimated value. At the same time
Parliament was reminded that the manuscripts col- -
lected by Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, were-stil-

purchasable for $50,000, and that no proper bulldin
had yet been provided for those collected by Sir

' Hobert Cotton, and handed over to the nation in 1700
by his descendant, Sir John Cotton.

The government declared Itself unable to And money
for these purposes, but, as a compromise, passed a bill
authorising a lottery, with 100,000 $1S tickets, for
prizes amounting to a total of $1,000,000, the balance
of $500,000. after deducting expenses, to be handed to
Sir Hans Sloane s trustees to purchase the Sloane and
Harleian collections, acquire-- a building and Invest
whatever was left to produce sn Income. The 100,000
tickets were all sold, and thus the British Museum
cams into existence.

HER HEARTACHE CONCEALED
--,. i

She met the admiral with a brave smile of con-
gratulation and welcome, in spite of the heartache.
And later, when the admiral received her on the ves
sel that' her son had commanded, she had her "littlecry" up, In the conning tower whence her boy had
directed the guns that played on Montljo's fleet, and
found such consolation as only a mother can in touch-
ing the little push buttons here and there and realis-
ing the little things that had made up her son's life
as commander of a flghtinr ship.' Neither, Roosevelt nor Dewfcy could resist the ap-
peal of the frail, gentle old figure. They were anxious
to help her to a pension, and. since her heart was set
oft a monument to her son. they were ready to help
her to that. too.

place and ua- -U acspcruie cuvik w nuj c v ibii month, though it will not be put in
until the dream of her ,reaper lonely years VManwhu. ttiTwark i. nromm, i the studio

been especiallyihould be realized. 2Ly?KJVll.0.. 1

fall A aims for the srreat bronze doora to be nlaced at tne'uv,. & ' r wist entrance "to the Capitol have been approved by
pronzi tablet Will be Unveiled tn Bancroft the authorities and praised by critics and connois- -

so tney ana congressman 'wasmngion uaraner.
TIUH, at me viavu siiuucmy, nww.. .

Wi. thrmTSS ortSthit u.d ft Mlchlrin-t- he Grldleys are from Michigan, thouah
toftl be in mimon of Captain Charles Grid- - tiLSfS'lrj h'?!?n h.a .b!?.n. ih2.te!i'(:f "
7ey, Commander Of the flagship Olympia, who, UpVuect?nVdWh that. Introduced providing both for pension and monument
upon Dewey s memorable commana, iou
may fire when ready,' Gridley," opened the
Ifamous naval battle of Manila bay.

, For, ten years mrs Anne uriaiey,
Another of the captain, has labored to secure

fittim memorial to her son. Her efforts for
W stately shaft to stand in Arlington Ceme--

Very had brought amy tne return oj atsap-point- ed

hopes, and the humble tablet in Ban-

croft Hall will be all that will bear witness
to future generations of a mother's love as
tvell as a gallant sailor's deeds.

moat needed and yields the richest returns on a small
Investment"

Dr. Pearsons, like Mr. Carnegie, Is a Scotch-America- n,

his maternal ancestors being of tha famous Gen

ral Israel Putnam family. Be was bora In Bradford,
Vt.. In 1820. After a youth of struggle and privation
he managed to finish a medical course and began
practice, first In Vermont and then In Chlcopee. Mass.

During his last year of study tn the medical school
at Woodstock, Vt, he came to the end of his financial
resources, and Informed one of' tha Instructors that he
would have to quit The Instructor urged him to re-

main, and loaned him 100. This act of helpfulness
made' such an Impression upon young Pearsons that
one of his first acts when he had amassed a fortune
waa to set aside a loan fund ot 1150,000, from which
to aid needy students struggling with the same dlffi- -
cultles he had encountered. '

- After marrying;' Dr. Pearsons remained twelve '

years in Chlcopee, and then, with his wife; removed to'
Chicago. . It waa the psychological moment to engago .

in the real estate business there, and he was quick
to see It. It was In this business that he built up his ;
largo fortune, "every dollar of which," he declared re- -
cently. "was made honestly. ')' ';"--

'

Dr. Pearsons has; never given indiscriminately
been moved by hearsay. ' He investigated every Instl-- "
tutlon personally, looked Into Its methods of fiscal ad-- 1

ministration, appraised its presidents and trustees, ex-- ?

amined ita past record and weighed its probable,
future potentiality. "

19 a pathetlo story, that of this twilight struggle
ITof a gray-haire- d mother for befitting honors to

her gallant son.
For years she endeavored to secure from Con-

gress legislation necessary for a monument in Arling-
ton. At last, convinced .that she could not realise this
hope, the undaunted old lady began collecting a fund
Jor the tablet at Annapolis, and only recently secured
the necessary sum. :

All this time she had been working at her. desk
In the Land Office at Washington a position she was ;

compelled to resign a few weeks ago because ot 1U

health. She left the government service at the age
of 8 years, and was believed to be the oldest woman
In the employ of Uncle Sam. -

Mrs. Gridley was an army nurse during the Civil
War. Two of her sons were in that conflict, one serv-
ing in the army, the other In the navy.

'
DEAJH FOLLOWS VICTORY

The latter was the Captain Charles Gridley who com-

manded Dewty's flagship, the Olympia, on , the glorious.
May morning In Manila bay, in the Spanish-Americ- an

War; who, wasted by one Of the insidious Aslatio
fevers, got up from his sickbed to command his ship
In the action, and returned after the battle was won
to what proved to be, a week or twolater. his death- -

bed. '
.

' , ,.v;r '
. ., - - .

"I have worked hard and practiced rigid economy

for nearly eighty years to lay up money, and finally X

said to myself, What am X going to do with It? X can-

not carry It out of the world In my dead handa Cof-

fins were not made to carry money in.' I had been de-

prived of a college education through poverty, and I
' 'decided to help other poor young men who were

struggling as I had done, with the same ambitions and
the same prospects of disappointment

, , "So. 1 began looklitg Into the opportunities offered
by the small college. I Investigated sixteen, and gave
them money. t have never had any Idea of founding
new colleges; there are enough in the land now. All
that is needed Is to build up what we have."

Most of the $4,000,000 already 'disposed of by Dr.
' Pearsons has gone on Its helpful mission during tha
last fifteen yeara He believes In helping the small
college; larger Institutions, wjth 'big and powerful
alumni associations, have received none of his money.
It has been his Idea that the small and often needy
denominational colleges throughout the country haye
been doing more for tha poor boy, and turning out a
better cltisenship, than the big universities.

During the past forty-nin- e years Dr. Pearsons has
been a prominent factor In the business life of Chi-
cago; no man, perhaps, haa been better known In real
estate circles. A few years ago his wife died, leaving
him childless and with only a few distant relatlvea

In his determination to give away all his money
before his death Dr. Pearsons outdoes Andrew Car-
negie. It Is said that from his recent gifts he exacted
a payment of 1 per cent, annually, so that his own
simple wants should be met during his: few remaining
years of life.

More than the sixteen colleges spoken of by Dr.
Pearsons have received substantial - aid from him.
The sixteen were those first engaging his attention.
In all. he has helped forty-seve- n educational institu-
tions, in twenty-seve- n states. T

Tou ask what Impelled me to give away my for- -
tune?" said Dr. Pearsons' some time ago, . rWell, I :

wished to place withia reach of young men the ad-
vantages of education, not only because they need it.
but because tha country needs educated young men.

- v "Most of my gifts have been made t& small colleges
In poor or sparsely settled regions. Eleven of the in- - '

stltutlons benefited, for' Instance, are situated la tha
South, and I got more satisfaction out ot these gifts
than out ot any others. I usually select the wilder-se- as

hacause It is In tha wilderness that education la

'
NE da? In the early spring of I860 an old

-- fashioned stage coach- - waa rocking andO creaking ", through th ; town of - Jjeloit;'
Wis. A new building on a nearby bluff

men separated in Janesyille, Wis., the new ar-

rival 'shook his fist in the face of the other and
declared: , . t r

"I have come out to locate in the West and
will be, a Very" ricK man before I die. I am going
to give money to Beloit, College and these other
western colleges you are running down."; :

Since then Br. Daniel K. Pearsons, of Chi-easr-

has given away considerably more than
$4,000,000, mostly to small colleges. Recently he
announced his intention of devoting his ninetieth
year to giving awaytho' remaining million dollars
of his fortune, which he had started to make soon
after the stage tide mentioned above

ENCOURAGED GIVING
Sometimes, after , such an examination, he has ;

given money outright, without condltlona More often
he has made the condition tha friends ot the Institu
tlon duplicate his gift or raise an amount In some 1

proportion, holding that this course had a most salu--
tary effect upon rich men nearer the Institution tluri
he leading many of them; for the first time, to take
an Intelligent Interest In education and in the educe- -

'

tional advantagea near them. , .y ' ,

Among tha institutions aided by Dr. Pearsons have
'been lake Forest University, 111.; Beloit College, Wis.;
,Knox College, Iltf Chicago Theological Seminary, Me
Cormlck Theological Seminary, Drury College, Mo,;
Yankton College, SL D.; Colorado College, CoL Fargj
College, N. D. ; MU Holyoke Seminary, Masa $ Bere
College. Ky.; Marietta College, Ohio; McKendrio Col- -

' lege, lit; Whitman Coliege. Oregon iPacifle-lniveMtif?-
,

Oregon; Pomona College. Cal.; Olivet College, Mich ;

Fairmont College, Kan.; Carleton College, Minn.; Ar.
tona College, Turkey; Sheridan College. Wyoming j

Grand Prairie Seminary, IlLj Guilford College, N. C;
Piedmont College, Ga.1 .Washington College; Tnn
Grant Vnlverslty, Tenn.; Hurdti College, B. I).', Wt
Virginia Seminary. Missionary societies and To ir f
Men'a Christian Association work have also bne.". vl

' by Dr. Pearsons' generosity.

attracted the attention of one of the passengers.
"What is thatl" he asked . fellow-travele- r.

"Oh, that," responded the other, with consid-
erable contempt in his voice and manner, "is a
colle that-som- e eastern cranks have come out
here and started." ' " '

This remark inflamed the ire of the ques-
tioner, who was fresh from the East himself. An
hour of heated discussion upon the advantages oft
education ensued, the easterner defending colleges,
the western man belittling them. Wnen the two

His son, Lieutenant John P. V. Gridley, was ohe of
. . half a dosen young officers, and more than a score ot

enlisted men who were killed on the battleship Mis-
souri, In 1904, by the explosion of a big gun the most- disastrous accident of the sort in our naval history.

Since the death Of Captain Gridley, and his widow's
Insistence that he be burled, not at Arlington, where
others of the nation's heroes lie, but at Erie, Pa., near
her home, his mother's one dream has been of a me- -

. mortal at Arlington, which should bear him witness,
perhaps carry an added telling how hla only

. son died. ' -

As the hope of realising that dream faded, theelder Mrs. Gridley devoted Tier energies to securing
the tablet at Annapolis. This would, ot course, make.re mention of the younger Gridley.- - for be was not a

, Naval Academy graduate, but had been given a com.
.mission in the Marine Corps by President McKlnley- as a sort of recognition of his father's service. Tha
tablet at Annapolis seemed mora possible, and her

LCT OT benevolent," ha declared recently," I when discussing his remarkable gifts to adu- -
JL cation. "I have no benevolence la me; not a' particle. ,

" v
Moreover, a wag Quoted aa saying, J am' the

most economical man you ever saw. I don't believe X

ever spent S10 foolishly In my life X never went to
a theater but once In my life, and then X waa ashamed
ot myself. X never went to a horse race, or to a foot-ha- ll

gam er a baseball game. v- -.


