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Spain

to His Mother and Wife -

WO women have made a man of King
Alfonso.
. The wife has continued what the
& Wother began. Together they have taken an
S Serratic young monarch and converted him
x a most successful ruler. Through them
ﬂ&o madness that has descended from Ferdi-
* wand and Isabella seems in a fair way fo
" extinction.

S Spain is prospering as she has never pros-
’mdp within the memory of living man.
" igovernment is giving the world a most laud-
. able sample of wise administration and intel-
~ ligent economy. ) }
| Throughout the kingdom business is
ginning 1o boom. Every ome is making
foney, and the peasantry is happy and con-
rgd The vast natural resources of the

L Jand are being developed as never before.
. In the forefront of this marvelous uplift
L §s King Alfonso.. Out of an erratic, impul-
. yive, Jmos: ungovernable young fellow there
L S¢ devéloping a true statesman. Some things
S “Be has done suggest even that he may be
L ambitious of emulating Napoleon in a peace-

'w Nyo'w, it is pretty well known that the
" wodern Spanish rulers have never been dis-
Minguished for discreetness. Some, both of the
' smen and the women, have been just about the
& Bimit. But Queen Victoria and the queen
L mother have been taking Alfonso in hand,
~ wind in what they are accomplishing there is
L "\ hint that Spain may soon see a revival of

 Wer former glory. ’

HEN Alfonso Plo Cristine Eduarde Francisco
Guillerino Carlos Enrigque ¥Fernando Antonlo
g A arrived on the scene, King Alfonso began
3 to settle down. This small gentleman with
. She dig name happens to be prince of the Asturias,
i Belr apparent to the throne of Spain. He i3 a lusty
& poung tellow, acd he made his royal papa realize that
e was a husband and father.
" " 'With the plump infant's arrival there was a notice-
N mble decresse i1n the wild motor rides that the king
£, to be =0 fond of. They were quite superseded In
b t by & certain white parchment volume. In this
: kilng and gueen kept a dally record of the doings
like many

.

: that most wonderful youngster—just
shother happy young married couple.

¢ Bo it was that wnen King Alfonso was Invited to
3 make an ascension in the Wright aeroplane, he
urafully refused. He really wanted to go up. He
’ & aportsman through and through. Nothing daunts
- ut in this Instance there was an obstacle.
5 “Before I started for Parls'” the king confessed,
r .&pl‘omlud tho queen I would not make an ascen-
e

B That told a lot. It meant that all the reports of
S ghe king's reformation wers not mere press-agent
U parns. Like many ancother young wife, the quean was

Pro & “steadier.” .

: x’.l.lnd! young Alfonso deserves a lot of credit for
== hims2lf to be steadled. He came honestly
. «his wild ways. Hils pedigree would explaln much

- r transgression than he was ever gullty of
g back at his father, the weak and consumptive
Alfonso XIL
her cousin, Francls 4'Assisi,
ter of Ferdinand VII, who married his niece.
might not have been so bad, except that thers
fainted blood to start with. rerdinand was a son
S @of the fecble-minded Charles IV, who married his
& gousin, & woman not noted for her morality.

A LEGACY OF INSANITY

Further back the Bourbon pedigres gots no better.
lip ¥V, who founded this particular 1ine, went to the

‘Ahrons feeblie-minded,
maniae. Of his peven children, five were likewlss
", One of the sane ones, Charles 11, succeeded
But in the next generation the taint reappesred.
Jog IV and all the other children being defective.
Whe would want & pedigree Iike that? What &
have confronted the queéen mother!

Fager
. : ;.tm ium mother never flinched from her task.

. Bver from the time of Ferdinan -
A A has been tranamitted !hmughnlnhdi Ilr:s
, . h r .;-z,u;he;;:.l undalunled. Bhe made of Al-
- fomso. n p—a vigorous, chiv
~ whe found hL ch.lcfdell‘ht in guldonr 'pu;l:ous .
- Ridin 'rmmun leasure. He kept a big string*
thoroughbreds, mostly Irish hunters, and he de-
ted in mm‘ 80 much as equestrian stunts. He
sontin ¥ Feting new hunters from Ireland
taking them over eighteen-foot
one of his mildest ways of trying them

He was the son of Isabella 1I, who
Isabella was a

later becoming an absolute

| Was another of his pastimes. and he etill
ez In 1T forgetting that Ee is king,
: "hh the ather players with tgha .::f%o‘r“;ifnf

when motoring cams into fashion 1
to buss v‘hh the king's d.umdevl?%u?;;l:
easod him more than to drive his owp ma-
spoed. enever there was a bust-up
L tleman, with the hest
with all his reckless spipit,
5 R He was daring

‘.-a-m or & snoh.

7 ‘-
ther ; Marie Christine
80 old-fashioned -
cr:m and she put thl-:n
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Notwithstanding this, thes king's marrlage found
him still a madcap; not so bad as he used to be, peb-
haps, but yet a dashing young blogod who never al-
lowed fear to spoll an adventure.

But that baby book completed what mother and
wife began. More weighty things than speeding sute-
moblles began to taks possession of the young king's
mind. Other children arrived, and he found himself
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quite 4 man of family.

The dormant ambition of a Spanish grandee did tha.
rest. Spain was requperating from a disastrous War,
and he realized that the nation saw in him the ine
carnation of itse hopes for deliverance from debt and
stagnation.

nimated by this spirit, the king last May took ths
last train from Madrid to Toledo, without telling any

" Ve Hore Marrly oo oF 7odgy Witk Wis LIS Som

one of his intentions. He swooped down on the mill-
tary school, where the cadets were being put through
manguvers, and assumed gommand,

Then he led an attacking force alnst a position
held by another detachment of cadets, and before
morning had walked more than twenty miles.

Such & strenuous stunt would {n“ delighted
Roowevelt or Napoleon, and perhaps the young ruler
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had. one or gnother of these men in mind.

For several years he. has taken particualar interest
in naval and mlilitary affajrs, and has been putting
the natlon's defensive forees In better condition than
they have been for decades. Graft, Ignorance and la-
compelence have been banlshed, together with obso-
lete arms and methods,

The army, because of ‘his fondness for riding, has
recelved perhaps the larger share of his attenfion. On
one occasion, at the Valmeyada maneuvers last spring,
he waf in the saddle for fourteen hours at a stretch,

Further than this, he has been active In alding his

ministers In freeing Bpalin from the debt that the
unfortunate colonial ventures had saddied upon her.
As a result, the nation is facing a new era—a period of
prosperity unknown for generations,

Among all the natlons, none has expeérienced a
quicker regeneration than Spaln. Since 1800 thers has
been - an aAverage annual asurplus of §$12,000,000, one
ear even showing the expenditures $32,000,000 be-
ow the revenues,

When & nation practices Intalligent sconomy, It is
laying the foundations for amazing advances, and 1t Is
8o provi with Bpain. Already thers remains but
unn':noo of the old debt, and plans are already under
way for far-reaching !mprovements,

And as the government Is but a reflection of the
people, the mpirit of progress is working wonders
throughout the kingdom, Canals and raliwa¥s are
bullding. Improv methods of agriculture are
bringing prosperity to the tillers of the soll. Irrige-
tion is making the country one of the world's greatest
Eranaries,

BUILDING BRANCH RAILWAYS

Among the wisest ‘of the government'a measures ls
its provision for bullding subsidiary rallways to unite
the. great trunk lines, Subsidies for construction are
granted. and 4 per cent. interest is guaranteed on the
capital investod.

These connecting llnes are of tremendous impor-
tance. They are opening large sections of territery,
and are the prime factors in the development of rieh
iron, coal and copper mines,

pital, too, is plenty. The redemption of govern-
ment securities placéd In circuimtion mu{ mulllions,
which are now seeking Investment, and are béing used
in the development of natural resources which prom-
ise huge incomes.

In all this great work the Young king is taking an
aver-increasing interest. With a debt-free nation of
happy and prosperous people, he sees himself taking
his place as rulsr of one of the great world powaras

rhaps, therefore, he was not half reluctant to
promise his young queen that he would not jeopard
himself In an aseroplane.

Possibly, also, he realised that he was ylelding o
graceful tribmte to & comsort ywho had brought so
much good luck, both to him and his subjects. For
the princesses of Battenberg are proverblally lucky.
They are bright, good-looking girls, who have & way
of getting along. They are Bnglish pluck and inde-
pendence rsonified. '

Certainly, In this case, Spaln was lucky. Not only
the present, bus the future may thank her. If that
young prince of the Asturias escapes the Insanity
that was begqueathed to the Bourbon line by the mad
daughter of Ferdinand and Isabells. he may know
that healthy Battenberg blood has wi it out.

As for {h- present Fonentlon it has a bheautiful
example of the manner in which a high-mindsd woman
may mould a man's career, She has the suffragettes
beaten to a frazxls, As A man-tamer, she stands alone.
¥or her husband not only keeps qut of mischief on her

count. but he even has his clothes made by an g

h tallor. .

Picturing Poem.s by Fancy Dancing

A Tovernrersr 7 My/}ryw
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O COMPLETELY has the new fad of “pie-
ture” or “poem” dancing taken hold  of
London Paris that we may expect it to
make a rapid spread in this country this

fall and winter.

On the other gide teachers of “dream)”
“poem” and “picture” dancing have been coining
money this summer. One woman who twas gquick to
realize the grip that the fad would get on society
i&%tobemakingminmth:fwn;uhiggﬁh

. a year teaching others steps and poses
she learned in Paris and Berlin. !

Young and old have yielded to the charm of
“poem dancing,” snd hundreds of society belles
have spent many long summer hours endeavoring
to perfect themselves in the art of expressing
metry and dream pictures through graceful mo-

n. »

i

to the professor or teacher the poema or in-
cidents they wish to express in dance move-
ments. IL Is then the teacher's du to find
or devise those movemeénts which seem t:’ portray

Q‘ S A general thing, the puplls take with them
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the subject best.
Naturally, a considerable rivalry has sgprung up
among the teachers, those who have gained a reputa-

tion for originality of ideas and quick perception of

the plcturesque being overrun with wonld-ba pupils’
It 18 “up to” the teacher to find something that is
pleasing and lkely to retain popularity for a few
weoks at least. At one time this summear a Chiness
dance was very much In favor and ‘was bemg learned
by hundreds of puplle. .
This dance is cslled the chsoone, and is danced
I

in. appropriate Chinese gostume. It {s considered
especially “smart” for children; and at one time pearly
half the socliety childrea of London were busy mas-
tering its movementa. .

Its sudcess was assured when Mras. Lulu Harcourt
mset her three small daughters, who are regarded as
among the most up to date of the younger generation,
to learning it : * g

When a &upu or set of puplls becomes thoronghly

" familiar with a poém or pleture dance it 1
introduced in soms drawing room. An Jﬂ%

of a picture-dance svening is pretty certain to At
: - ' X

all who have been fortunate enough to recelve invita-
tions,

A popular concelt 18 providing attractive souvenirs
to be presented to the guests, As a general thing,
thes verses or subjects ‘which have inspired the per.
formers are printed Iln the most artistlc manner on
vellum, silk gf satin, thus constituting a favor worth
presarving.

It ian't alone the young women who have become
ardent devotees of pleture dancing. More elderly
majdens and matrons have béen “falling over them-
selves” to learn what they could of the method of
expressing poetic thoughta by rhythmic motlon.

Not & Mttle amusement has been caused by the
dancing efforts .of women of extra avoirdupols, who
fancy they can do s butterfily dance or illustrate a
poem on apring as well as thelr more youthful and
less welghty slaters.

Then, too, not only women have been captivated
by the plcturesqus fad. Men have been making & mors
or leas serious try at {t. In London the fancy danocers
among the men have been led by the Portuguade
ambasgador, the marquis de¢ Soveral, who.is &8 warm
personal friend of the king,

Porhaps this fact has had much to do with the
serious - attention given the subject by the men
Babitues of the drawing rooms. If the king's close
friend becomes an ardent admirer of a new fad, it Is
& pretty good guess that the ruler himself is more of
less interested, being at least an acquiescent sup-
porter,

AMBASSADOR ,GREAT DANCER

The Foriuguese ambassador Is & past master of
the art of dancing, anyway, 20 that his poetis inter-
pretations on the ballroom floor asre all that they
should be.

Great joy has been brought to the hearts of pro-
fesslonal dancers by the season’s fad. Maud Allan,
Isadore Duncan, Adeline Genee, Phyllls Monkman
lndl others have been reaping golden harvests because
of It

“A professional dancer,” =ald Genee, recently,
“should be able to go through a dance whersin avery
motion is descriptive of somes feeling, sentiment or
art without losing any particle of grace or bheauty of
expression.

“In the olden days, when the harlequin figured in

the ball he was dressed in & coat made of cloth
Sepraciutet Bome’ ToLling, AnE Xhe i duiriass oaiere

an e au er-
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_red square, for instance, they knew that he was in &

on of love, and when hr touched a yellow patch
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