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AID an attorney in the New York
S courts recently:

“Ninety-five per cent. of women
do not consider smuggling a crime. To
them it involves no moral reprobation.”

Said Judge Weay, in answer, as se
fined Mrs. William Kilgannon §5000:
“It is time. that women, especially,

‘come to an understanding of the fact that
i Lo gevenne laws, as enacted, make smuggling

@ crime, and that as they are framed to
provect working people, smuggloig is in-
direct larceny.”

Something akin to the latter sentiment
infected William Loeb, Jr., when he “got
on the job" as collector of the port of New
York, As the right-hand bower cf fogmer
President Roosevelt the young man rep-
resents, above all other things, plain, down-
right, old-fashioned honmesty.

He began to enforce honesty. He is
making those under him -be good. He is
making the general public be good.

Result: -An increase. of $12,000,000
in the receipts of the por: for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1909.

Another result: His crusade  against
dishonesty, as represented: by smuggling,
"has extended to all the Atlantic ports. Now,
as never before, the big- importers and the
gncoming tourists are being shadowed by
the sharpest of sleuths..’AR inspecfors have
suddenly become: eaglé-eyed.

INCE the Bugar, Trust has been forced to.
disgorge more than $2,000,000, and ‘sev-
eral men have been sent to prison for
gneaking in dress goods,.it -has become

evident that the “big fellows” must Ia a8 guod
as the little ones.

Move 'than this, the-severe sliakings-up that
have attended  Collector Eoeb's ‘reorganization
of the New’ York customs serviee.have shown
the customs emplayes that ‘no dereliétions of

. duty will be tolerated.

Other. cities have n&been slow to fall in
line. None cares to such exposures as
have attended New York's: housecleaning. So
the business men who profited by, weighing
frauds or false consular invoices, as well as the
oumerous women who virtually: got summer
trips to Europe for nothing by ea the duty
on the winter gowns they smuzgkg in, have
suddenly awakened to the fact that their gufb
are gone.

'SCKRED TO DEATH e

k Indeed, so scared are the evaders of rey-
“ enue that there is probably less smuggling going.
s on now ‘than at any time. since there was a
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SBuch gigantic frauds as were ¢h
to ::E Sugar %‘Mt mlldel: prevented by the
introduction of a new tric. we scale,
, ' Mr. Loeb said recently. !
Government experts declare the accepted
& duun nhnohmly prevents fraud. Nat only
S isters each operation 'in the
. oﬁeo ui t.be lector of the port. Weighers
.ah&rhu!]yunderhnm all the time.
SE this scale much is expeoted. For it is
not the iad of small smugglers that cheat
9 the governfnent out 6f the most millions. . The
: - big importers of merchandise and raw mate-
‘rials are the most serious offenders, and their
" peculations make the little. £ ‘hosts of
tourists who sneak in:curios, dress goods and -
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customs officials are hopeful that the new fiscal
year, with'its great revival of trade, will show
still more substantial geins’ im the tariff re-

ceipts.

Euﬁlemeuting. the work of the new: elec-
trio scale, :there will be stricter supervision of
consular ‘invoices, both - in' this country and
sbroad.

Heretofore these invoices have been fruit-
ful sources of fraud. Frequently the valuation

of the goods themselves has been double that of .

the invoice. At other times double the amount
of merchandise given in the invoice would be
slipped in.

“Compared with the freuds thmugh falsa
~weighing and lax inspection of invoices, the
m% of the ordinary tourists is trivial,”

said recently. “When ' I 'assumed
charge of the port of New York I'determined
to enforce honesty and place the iservice here
on a business basis. I have removed and’'am
removing all dishonest and ingompetent em-
ployes as fast as I dmcover them.
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“ Almdy. think, smuggling has been sup-

. pressed to a greater extent than for many
" years previous. The smugglers are badly

scared.

“The seizure of $52,000 worth of millinery
and the Ffepuyment of an immense sum by the
sugar importers have been a warning to mbny
others who have been thriving on dishonesty.

“To what extent these frauds have been
earried on'previous to my adminisfration T am
unable to say. But I am quite positive that
from now on they must stop.”

There has certainly been lots doing ‘since
Mr. Loeb went to New York. In brief, here are
some ‘of the things he has accomplished;

Bent George C. White and Willlam H. Kligan-
non to prison- In connection with the wholesals
smuggling of dress goods and millinery. They
are supposed to have divulged tha secrets of the
combine which offared more than §250,000 to
secure immunity when $52,000 worth of finery
was seifed, Mra Kllgannon was meraly filned

Forced the Sugar Trust to disgorge $2,134,000.

Discharged dishonest welghers and weedsd
dut incompetent Inspectors

Aboiished the “giad hand.” This means that
all nluru.lpg tourists are treatsd to cqunlly se-
vare inspactions, to which 'lhon ’tl.h ap” had
been sxempt. ’

Stopped the practics of letting trunks remain
at the plérs “"overnight” and then Ml.ng them
out before the Ilnspectors saw .
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.. combines have been systs mncan'.i d*f“
the government is well i

..of Philadelphia. “In fact, T'might altost say

tect Importers' frauds and prevent dllhonu‘tr
in the service.

Abolished the practice of recelving secret
settlements where frauds wers detectad.

Stopped weighing frauds in fig imports and R
other merchandise in Brooklyn. -

Whooped up the receipts of the port from *
$18%.8565,686.37 In 1908 to $188,200,061.03 in 1509 s
(flscal year ending Junse 30). Part of this in- ok
crease of $13,000,000 {s dus to reviving trade and 3.
fear of higher tariffs to come, but & substantinl
part Is alye due, the collector believes, to the
prevention of fraud, s

Where the expostires already begun wil A
end none can tell—save, perhaps, the lnm‘gkm

themselves,
That well-organized and ]ong-eutlbhshé

already behind prison bars had been w ix
the nefarious business, with séeming safety, fo
an indefinite period, and their arrest and cons
viction were but '‘a forerunner of what is te

c ;
That Mr. Loeb would make himself felt in F
his new position was d. But that he -
would prove such a thunderbolt was something

of a surprise even to his best friends. e

A RARE THRILL

Rarely has the nation receivedwuch a theill
as when the Sugar Trust disgorged-that §3,184,- :
000 fine. True, that was not as big as the 3
Standard Oil ine. But it was real money. And 3
it came from the “big fellows.” -

They are not given to needless disgorging. g
They only disgorged this time because young E
Mr. Loeb had “the gooda™ on them.

Much pain as that.parting with two mils
lions, entailed, it came without fuss or flurry.
The sugar octopus, fat with prosperity and de-
fiant from long years of immunity,iat last felt
s strong hand on its own throat. ' s

The sensation was sgo unplessant that i © [
‘gave up those two millions to breathe freely :
again.
All this came through the enforcement of
nmd honesty. Mr. Loeb happens. to ‘be one of
those more or less old- fa.lhl sons who
can.see no difference betweena crock and
& poor one.

He goes after both with eqnal celerity, and
he_thinks all his mem should do the same.
When they don’t the.axe falls. - That tells tha
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story. : . "4
Personally, the eollector is  all. that his i
policies might indieate. He is bright and agree- U

able. For a man. associated for so many years -
with-the preceding President he uses “the
sonal pronoun” a great deal less- often m
might be expected.

EARNEST AND SINCERE

His earnestness and sincerity are always
evident. But the attributes of both snob lnd
fanatic are utterly lacking. In fact, were his
name unknown, a casual observer would prob-
ably see in him a good type of an alert, sggres- .
sive, agreeable young business man. g

With Mr. Loeb’s work in New York other 3
collectors are heartily in sympathy. For one
thing, the fear that has fallep upon the lawe
lf:reakers will do much to simplify their work in

uture

Wily as the smugglers have heen, thais
game. isup,- With the increased risks of de= ~
tection and prosecution or confiscation, they
don’t care to take risks with valuable goods.

“There is probably: less smuggling .:on‘ on
now than for years past”” recent
Barton, secretary to Cellector Hi of‘th por§

tha't there is no smuggling at all to speak of, i
“Of course, we have to be eontin o
the alert. But at present I think are ﬁ' iy L

chippers wo would care to take necossary,

hippe |
T Dther seaporty make similr
r‘ltldel of hn-ﬁuhu
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