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. RIGE EATING

- NATION

Partial Solution of Future
Food Problem in United
States May Be Read in the
Rice Fields—History of
Rice in America.
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That the public library offers
& career equal to that afforded
by the so-called learned profes-
slons is a proposition that may
be new to many persons. The
inducements to take up the work
of the Mbrarian are well stated
in Mr. Ha=kin's article on “Sclen-
tific Library work.” The con-
servation theory Is bolng crys-
tallized into practice In san in-
creasing numbar of business ac-
is predicted,

tivities. Soon, it
every conslderable business
Bouse will have Its skilled 1i-

brarian, who shall be Its his-
torian and for many purposes Iiis
actuary. Mr, Haskin opens @&
most alluring prospect, and one
fit to tempt the most ambitious
American boy or girk
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PYTTISSE ST E X RS B A

By FREDERIC J. HASKIN.
{Copyright 1809 by ¥Frederic J. Haskin.)
Washington, June 28.—The Increase
fn ihe production and consumption of
rics In Lhis country has led some sllu-
that the
h?‘dag umemmf:ml?m:? l?)djm‘:lgthﬂ ranks

s rice eating nations, which at
- ult Include Japan, Chinn, India and

other important countries, Already the
rice lndmry of America s enormous
constantly Increasing In extent
ﬁl lant, adopted from thd old world,
is dn‘i even better in the United
Btates t it does in its original hab-
itat. )
owever, the department of agricul-
gn Is carrying on extenslve experi-

ts with a view to improving the
crop. Recently it bas been declded to

1 a sub-experiment station at
5?31"" isiana, where work will be

, Lou
:{nd in cooperation with the state.
m“ le of that section are so Inter-
In the schéme that they have
ed land and bulldings for the
on, and Loulsiana will pay all the
of maintaining the plant. The
1 department will lend the aerv-
of Its experts and furnish advice

and assistance.
The department has & rice farm In
n}n‘:herﬁ breaeding and se-

1sction

work been golng on for

fu

“mome time. The efforts of the experts

g g5

t that point ars largely confined to
:l(hl.h:l a fungous diseass known ns

*“rotten neck,” which has attacked the
Carolina rice crop for years. doing in-
caloulable damaxe. Recently the gov-
ernment has obtalned & number of new
varioties of rice from Jtaly which ap-
r to be immiune Agamst disease,
e department 1z choperating In rice
work with the state of Arkansas, and a
warnment rice farm will soon be es-
blished in Texas.
Bxperiments in Oalifornia.

The newest experlments in rice culti.
wvation are being carried on in Callfor-

in. People In the Sacramento wvalley

ve become oconvinced that they can

w rice, and the government is work-
g: out, with several large Irrigation
concerns, the varlous praoblems Involved
The Indications are that tha exparl-
ments will be sucoessful and that a sup-
E%f uf the cereal for the thousands of

inese and Japanese on the Paclific
coast thus will be obtalned. 'The south-
orn rice does nol sult the taste of orl-
entals, so those on the Pacifle const
thelr supply from Asia. The
department has Imported hundreds of
varletles from the Philippines, Indln,
-T:g)l , China, Stam, Ceylon, Italy and
other countries Beores have been
abandoned after trial, bul some good
varieties have been discovered and their
cultivation has spread. There are 1400
varieties of rice.

History of Rloe in Amerioa.

Rice was Introduced into America be-
fore 1 In that year Sir Wiilam
Berkaley Ils saild to have ralsed a small
crop in the colony of Virgtnia. Mad-

scar rlce was first planted In South

rolina In 1694, according to former
Governor Alston of that state It is

Summer Clothes are an
important subject and
should be trosied with

1

sald that & soa capiain hnwl.rdm
from Madagascar wes driven into
Charleston harbor by stress of weather
and called on Governor Thomas Smith
and presented him with a small
:ti rice -eedl. This t(ho nvarnl%r II‘I-IN.&
in a molst spot in his AN
that was the beglnning of the Bouth
Carolina rice Industry, which flour-
jshed for nearly two centuries, It is
snid that the exact spot where Governor
Smith's first rice crop wis harvested
is still pointed out.

Untll the outbreak of the Civil war
rice culture was confined almost en-
tirely to the Carolinas and Georgl
but the great confliot almost tlutm?l'.
the Industry In those states. Meanwhlile
it had been taken up In Louistana and
Texas, There were millions of acres
of seemingly wvalueless lund alopg the
gulf const at that time, which some-
ody suggested might be used for grow-

!n%_ rice.

o Dr. H. 8 Knapp. now a venerable
emplove of the depurtment of agricul-
ture, but then an expert in the prime
of life, fell the task of supervisiog the
work of develpping southwestern Louls-
fana and Texas. Farmers from the north-
western states were induced to settle on
prospective rlve farms, canals and ir-
rigating ditches were dug, and then the
problem of cultivetion was tackled. 1t
wag determined to supersede the old
hand methods with modern machine
methods if possible.

Modern and Ancient Mesthods.

The agricultaral machinery, which
made the bonanza wheat farms of the
Dakotas possible, was tried. Mosat of
it worked well, steam &nd horse power
dolng the work of men, Immense
plows, seeders, harrows and reapers
were used wuccessfully, but the binders
gol stuck In the mud. This difficulty
was overcome by widening their tires
and adding cogs to them, 8o that they
would not eink In the soll, and would
Erip the surface. In this way Immense
tructs were cultivated When these
improved methods are considered, It is
no wonder that the industry In the
South Atlantle states, which relied
principally upon hand labor, should
suffer,

Compure a Loulslana
plantation of several
cultivated thueg, and Irrigated by ca-
nals 25 to 50 mliles Jong, the water in
which I8 pumped from hundreds of ar-
tesian wells, and 1inhe latest type of
sleam threshing machine and a mod-
arn mlilk. nearby to prepare the grain
for market, with the antiquated system
revalling In the orlent, "There the rice
arm covers only a few wsquare rods
In one disirict of Japan 400 separate
fields can be gounted In an srea of 25
acres. The soll Is usunlly spaded hy
hand, although a slight Improvement Is
notiead In  the Phillppines, where the
waler buffalo draws a primitive plow.
When hurvest time comes In the orlent,
men, women and children wade Into
the rice paddies and cut the grain with
sickles. Later they hull the graln by
pounding it in 4 mortar.

Rios Grows in Lakes.

In the southern states rice lands are
fertilized by rotating with other crops
or by plowing under the rice straw and
hulls or by uss of nrtificinl fertilizer.
The seed ls sown by machinery
when the plants are about =slx
high water Is let Into the figld to n
depth of several inches, bhelng confined
by & dyke or levee about a fool In
height. The woter must be kept cover-
Ing the roots of the plants for woeks.
In that warm climate the soll im like n
rreul Eponge, 15,000 gallons of water
wing absorbed by every acre during a
day, Before harvesting the water is
turned off and the land dries out oon-
siderably. After harvest the grain is
“shock®d"” for curing, greal care beirg
taken to prevent fermentation.

How Rice Is Made White.

Having been threshed, the graln s
taken to the mill, wheroe the outer husk
is removed by machinery, the chaff
blown away and the grain polished. Be-
fore this last process tha rice is brown
in color and 1s 80 conmumed by rice-eat-
ing peoples, who thus get the full benerit
of the nltrogenous, fatty outside, which
adds wonderfully to the nutrition and
flavor of the graln. Fashion In America
and Europe, however, demands & pearly
white grain, and It is made so by fric-
tion In o revolving calindriml Apparitus
which 18 covered with sheep or moose
sking tanned (o & w"ndurfu? degres of
softness. The ntable hrown powder
is sold for stock feed and fertillmer at
three-quarters of & cent & pound.

Whole grain s most popular in the
American market, and for that reason
the whol# Aand broken grolns are sop-
arated before leaving the miligthe latter
selling for considerably less,” To meet
the demund for whole graln 10 tons of
the celebrated Kushiu rice was imported
from Japan by the department of agri-
cultur in 1889 This varlety produces
80 per cent of whole grain, the yleld s
heavier, while growing It withstands
tne wind bettar, and the stalk s excel-
lent cattle feed. The Amerlean rice crop
is about equally divided between the
Kushiu and Honduras varleties.

Foads Threo-Fourths the Race,

Rice i» depended upon by more people
than uny other single crop, cunstitutl%g
ns it doea the chief food of half 1he

or Texas rice
thousand acres

nnd

world's population. A dist of three-
fourths rilce and one-fourth beans ur
other legumes {8 =said to be [deal for

malintaining the human machine. The
world's rlce crop aggregales about 107,-
000,000,000 pounds annunlly.

Last Jvmr the Uinited Silates produced
nearly 12,000,000 bushels of rice, having
a farm value of almaost §18,000,000, upon
655,000 acren. Besides this, America Im-
ported §5.000.000 worth of rice. ‘There
are sald o be 10,000,000 neres along the
gulf couast alone adapted to rlee <-.nrtur».
With economy and efficiency as watoh-
words, the American rlce grower, em-
ploying the highest priced labor, can
market his crop at the least cost. and the
greatest profit, and he bids falr soon to
controd the markets of the world.

Superstitions Abont Rice.

From rice the Japanese make sake, or
rice beer, and the Chinese make wine.
Rice figures In the religioos customs and
superstitlons of many countries. In
Borneo this grain la regarded as a lv-
Ing apirit and feast= are held In honor
of the genlus which pervadea It.  In
Madagascar there is a bellef that If rlee
1= thrown or & flute Is played before the
griain is harvested, & destructive hall
gtorm will follow. The Inhablitants of
the Island of Celeber never entirely
empty n bowl of rice unless they are
certgin the wvessel will be refilled at
once. The Aral places rice on his roof
to keep misfortune away., Among some
oriental peoples, rice 1e thrown over the
head of o guest at a festival In order
to detaln his soul, which, being too
happy, might be lured away by demons.
The throwing of rice at weddings had
its orlgin in very early times, the idea
being to glve good luck to the newly
married couple, and, as one ancient au-
thority says, “because their souls are
ke birds, apt to fly away, and rice has
the power of keeping them.”

STURVEYS COMPLETED
0N MALHEUR PROJECT

(8pecinl Dispatehr to The Journal.)
Ontarle, Or., June 38 —Whenaver two
together within

or three are gathered

consideration. Here you
will find proper atten-
tion paid to the small-
est detail, and clothing
that not only- FEELS
comfortable but
LOOKS it, and will
continue to furnish sat-
isfaction until worn out.
Try Two-Piece Outing

(elosely

| make

[bullding of the Malheur project, and

|15 miles north, south or west of QOn-
tario these days, It s almost certain
they are discussing irrigation. The
community I8 completely absorbed mn
the probable building of the Malheur
}-nuj-r' embracing 200,000 acrea of the
inest land In the Snéke river valley.

| Thi= lund surrounds Ontario. Vale and
"Nyssa, |
(and FPayette, in Idabo,

Miualheur county, and Welser
It lles along the
valleys of the Snike, Malheur, Owyhee
and Willow rivérs and Bully creek. 1t
adjeine the tracl embraced In
the Boise-Payette project now hullding,
comprising 372,000 acres, the largest r-
rigationgproject ever undertaken.
Preliminary surveys and estimates
for the Malheur project are ve noear-
ly conmleted. Becretary of the Interior
allinger Im on hlse way west and will

Ontario one of hls . objective
points It Is regarded as practically
| oertain  the secretfry will ordep- the

that worlk will be under way within a
short time. Moneys available for the
reclamation fund, amotunting to more
than $10,000,000, will be alloted from
the United BStates treasu within tim,
coming month, and it Is 1léved that
a large sum will be wet aside for the
Malheur project among others. A meor-
ing of the supervising engineers of the
service and Chlef Engineer Newell has
been called for August In Portland (o
decide the proportion to be allowed each

project for the coming year.
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Monument to Dr. B. F. Ste-
phenson—Planned Or-
ganization in 1864,

Washington, June 28—The ceremony
of unveillng and dedicating the granite
memorial erected heére In Lonor of Dr.
B. F. Stephenson, founder of the Grand
Army of the Republlc, will take place
Saturday afternoon and Prealdent Tafc
and Representative J. Hampton Moore
of Pennsylvania will be the orators of
the occasion. -

All the regular troops of the city will
participate In the Jmﬂdo and dedica-
tion ceremonies and Br fer General
W. W. Wetherap&on will grand mar-
shal. General ood, communding the
department of the east, has ordered the
following troops to take part: Head-
quarters band and three troops, Fifs
teenth cavalry and the Second battals
llon of the Third fleld artillery at Fort
Myer, the engineer band and Companies
A and B Firat battalion of engineers
Washington barracks, and two com-

nick of the coast artillery corps of
ort Washington, Maryland. Major F,
B Faln:i Fifteenth cavalry, will have
command of the regular troops.

Shaft of Granite.
The memorial is on the circular park
on the east side of Seventh street at
the intersection of Louislana and Penn-
sylvania avenues. It was designed by
J. Massey Rhind, a New York sculptor,
and consists of a tall triangular shaft
of gray granite with bronse rellefs on
the three sides, representing fraternity,
charity and loyalty, the principles of
the Grand Army of the Republie, g
The erection of this monument is the
first and rather belated attempt to hon-
or the memory of the man who founded
the Grand Army of the Republic. The
movement for the erectlon of a memor-
lal to him was first suggested a few
ears ago by Colonel John McElroy, who
Kld joined the army when he was a

boy and had served in the Sixteenth
Tilinols cm'airr. Colonel McElroy la-
bored Indefatigably to interest the

Grand Army nnd other patriotic orgnn-
izatlong for his plan and It was prin-
cipally due to his efforts that the Grand
Army and.the woman's Rellef Corps
contributéd the necessary funds for the
purpose.

Planned G. A. R. in 1864
Benjamin Franklin Stephenson was
born In Way county, Illinols, October
30, 1822, In 1836 his parents moved to
Sangamon county, where he grew (o
muanhood. He duated from Rush
college In 1850, and began to
practice at Petersburg, 11, In 1861 he
was @lected surgeon of the Fourteenth
THlinols Infantry snd he served with his
regiment until June 24, 1864, when he
was mustered out. At the close of the
war he returned to his practice and ps-
tabliished himself at Springfield, FiL
Muring Sherman's expedition to Merl-
dian in February, 1564, Stephenson and
the Rev. William J. Rutledge, chaplain
of the Fourteenth Illinols infantry, dis-
cussed the pilan of forming an assocla-
tlon among those who had served In the
union army or navy during the clvil
war, that would preserve the friendships
formed among comrades and keep alive
the memories of thelr common trials
and dangers. In March, 1868, the two
met by appolntment In Springfield and

further discussed the matter. The first
post was organized at Decatur, I,
April 6, 1866. The first national en-

campment was held in Indlanapolis, Ind,,
beginning on November 20, 1866,
Honors Gilven to Others.

It wa# n grievous disappointment to
Dr. Stephenson when representatives of
the Grand Army, assembled at Spring-
field, 1Il., to form a department organ-
fzntlon, selected another for the h1 h-
est honors of the order he had founded.
A similar disappointment awaited him
gt Indianppolis, when the national san-
campment was formed. Although Ma-
jor Btephenson then accepted a subor-
dinate position, as adjutant general, he
felt until his death that he had been
slighted by hls comrades in these in-
stances, ' Steythenson dled In Menard
county, Illinols, August 30, 1871,

MODERN MARINE
SHARPS TURN UP
NOSES AT NOAH

iUnited Press Leased Wire.)

Detroit, Mich, June 28—
Holding that Noah was the
skipper of an animal transport

and not primarily a designer of
water craft, the Soclety of Naval
Architects and Marine Engl-
neers refuse to enrcll the navl-
gator of the ark as an honorary
member. Another objection to
Noah was made on the ground
that Jonah would also have to
be taken into the soclety, as he
wig the first submarine operator,

Professor H. B. Sadler of the
University of Mlichigan wWas
Noah's only frlend and he did
not give up his fight for the pro-
posed honorary member until he
maode a strong argument.

“The ark was constructed
nlong perfect lines, Involving the
greatest amount of carrying
epace In proportlon to its size
of any ship ever floated,” argued
the professor. “Noah was the
father of our profession snd the
grentest designer of us all
Moreover, his ship performed
greater service for mankind than
any vessel or fleet of vessels
that ever floated, not excepting
Dewey's at Manila"

Despite the professor's plead-
ing, the naval architects voted
to lay the matter on the table,

The fact that the designer of
the ark had a hurry contract and
wne compelled to work In the
face of the Jeers of a lot of
chaps who later begged for a
ride, was not taken Into con-
wideration.
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COUNCIL PUTS ONE
OVER ON MAYOR HENEY

United Press Leasad Wire )

‘I‘ucm‘n_ Aris, June 28.—While Mayor
Heney, brother of the San Francisco
graft prosecutor, was away from this
ecity the d:ﬁ gouncil declared H. G.
Brown lawfdl Incumbent of the office
of water superintendent and today Is
preparing to support the appointment by
senking legal advice. .

The council practically “put one over
on the mayor by gnulns-a resolutlon
Saturday tgnt no bill can Iawfull{ b
audited in that department except b
the water superintmdanl. the council,
or the council’s water committee. Then
wue councll agpoln;ed Brown, to the ex-
clusion of Heney's candidate, J.
baume. <

Monmouth Battle Anniversary.

Spring Lake, N. J., June 28—Inter-
edting exerclses In celebratlon of the
ahniversary of the battle of Monmouth
were held at the New Monmouth botel
today under the ausplces of the New
Jersey Soclety of the Bons of the Amer-
jean Revolution. Governor Fort of New
Jersay, former Governor Warfleld of
Maryland and Rev, Dr. Willlam Foree
Whitaker of Elizabeth were the prinei.
pal speakers,

posed upon
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| Dow't Fall to Wateh Page 4 of This |
Paper Tuesday Evening, Tomorrow |

ON PAGIFIC MAIL

Hongkong Merchants Allege
Injustice to Chinese
Passengers.

{Untted Pross Leased Wire.)
Hongkong, June 28.—The boycott de-

clared agalnst the Pacific Mail Steam-

ship company by
connected with the Amerfcan trade went

Chinese merchants

into effect today.
Harships alleged to have been Im-
Chinese ASSENEETE WEre

the cause of the boyeott, which was de-

cided on by a mass meeting held by 200
Ipeal
s"teamnhip company put off passengers

at
trachoma, despite the fa®t®that they had

merchants. Charges that the

Kobe on the ground at they had

been ragularly passed by the medical

examiners here, are being looked into.

These passengers’ fares were not re-
funded and thethern compelled to pay
thelr way back here.

Numerous Incldents of this kind are

alleged to have taken place recently and

the merchants are determined to main-
taln a boyeott until conditions are
remedied.

IS 77 YEARS OLD;
7TH WIFE TOMORROW

(United Press Leased Wire.)

Fresnd, (Cal., June 38 —When Bylves-
ter B. Breses |a married tomorrow to
Mrs. Melinda Goodsie of Santa Rosa he
will have established (he unique record
of one marriage for every 11 vears of
the 77 he has lived. Bresee's firat wife
died in 1880, The next flve were lost to
him by divorces which he secured on
the grounds of deseritlon. Mra, Goodsie
has bhasn married twilce.

It Means Dollai-s to You

COLUMBIAHARBOR

Ringgold Arrives at Fort
Stevens, " Or,, From San
Francisco—Sound Next,

(8pecial Dispateh to The Journal,)

Fort Stevens, Or., June 25—The mine
planter Ringgold arrived at Fort Stev-
ens yesterday from Ban Franelsco and
proceeded up the river this morning.
After an overbauling 1t will be used to
plant the harbor with mines and will

then go to the sound. The Ringgold
came originally from New York.

FIGHTERS OF WHITE
PLAGUE INCREASE

(Oulted Presa Lossed Wire)

New York, June 28 —PFigures lllustra-
tive of the Increased activity and growth
of the Soclety for the Btudy and Pre-
vention of Tuberoulosis were made pub-
e today. According to the report, 8-
000,000 persons are enrolleg In the fight

inst the white plague, an Iincrease
of 300 per cant In the last four years. A
slgnificant facet Is that 45 per cent of
those enrolled are laymen.

FOES IN CIVIL WAR
FRATERNIZE TODAY

{(Onited Press Leased Wire. )

ngton_ N. J., June 28.—The sur-
viving "Yanks" and “Johnnys" who took
part In the stubborn and memorable bat-
tle of Balem church, Va. May 3, 1§64,
were the guests of General Edward Burd
Grubb at Grassmere, his Pdgewalor
Park home, today. A numbef of mem-

Burll

Aids Natyre

covery in ouri

Medioal
ing, tissue-repairing, muscle-maki
densed and concenirated form.
supplies the

obstinate coughs, The ‘'Discovery

But yow are thinking of

Dr
fcin {mn
f*?;’?li:'d’

Bdi y senf
enly th-bound, 31 stamps,

The grest success of Dr. Pierce's Golden Medioal Dis-
weak stomachs, wasted bodies, weak
lungs, and obstinate and lingering coughs, is based on
the recognition of the fundamental truth that ‘'Golden
iscovery'’ supplies Nature with body-build-

With this help Nature
necessary strength to the stomach to diges
food, build up the body and theredy throw off lingering

digestive and nutritive organs in sound bealth, purifies
and enriches the blood, and mourishes the merves—in
short establishes sound vigorous bealth,

if your dealer offers something ‘' Just ss good,’*
it is probably better FOR HIM.-.it pays Detter.

there’s mothing ** Jast as goed'' fer you.

. Pierve’s Common Sense Medical Adviser, In Plain English; or, Med."

pages, over 700 illustrations, newly revised
for 21 one-cent stamps, to cever cost

Address Dr, R. V. Pierce, Buffalo,

materials, in con-
t
re-establishes the

the care mot the profit, se
Say so.

-du

for year ‘round use.
is built just like the medem

out Cabinet Top.
write our nearest agency.

ve—Cool Kitchen

How do you expect to en-
dure the broiling days of
summer if you prepare all
the food over a glowing
coal fire?

You need a “New Per-
fection” Oil Stove that
will do the cooking with-
out cooking the cook. It
concentratés plenty of heat
under the pot and diffuses
little or none through the
room. \

PERFECTION
¢k Blue Flame 0il Cook-Stov

besides being the perfect stove for summer use is just as efficient
Does anything any other stove will do. It

steel coal range, with a CABINET

TOP that makes®it possible to keep food warm after it is cooked, |
Made in three sizes. Sold either with or with-
If not at your dealer’s

Burns for hours with a strong,

the dining-room.
‘write our nearest agency.

~Ray/o Lamp,
: = made
" and hu:lnu’n lamp.
mellow light, Just
what you need for evening reading or to |

If not with your s

s substan
tial, streng-

STANDARD Ofl. COMPANY
(Imcorporated)
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bers of the Daughters of the Confeder-|bert, who was secretary !
acy mesisted ua!a. Grubb In receiving | under Cléveland, to meet ctofhl'ih:qu%'i:: |

¢ northern and southern veterans and | with their old t 8, Gengral Grubd
thelr wives and daughters, all of whom wd the suryivors of the Twenty-third
were invited to this memorable reunion. | New Jeruwntmtn. who fought so vale
the survivo of the famous|iantly at em church, General Grub
ﬁl‘ﬂ:tt:n nﬁl?sl.u regiment :’h&lmconldutiﬁ g?nlrnn'l'h&%n llulfgrd :’na Colon
r com offl- | Hilary Her wore the n ora-
cer in that battle, Colonel ﬂlh:g Her- | tors of the reunion. R,
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GREAT

ireworks Sale?

Owing to the restriction of e
elty ordinance which prohibits o'ihr-
tain class of dealers from wselling
fireworks in thelr stores, we have
prepared our large room with well
selected stock to meet the great de-
mand, and everybody wlll enjoy the
Natlonal Independence day with a
display of firdworks. We carry the
largest stock In the city and sell re-
tall at wholesale prices. Come early
and make your selection so as to
avold the great rush of the last day.
We also ocarry a complete line of
both public and private display
grods, including the large exhibition
st  pleces, night shells, fanoy
rockets of great helght, latest noy-
elties, best and loudest dymamite
crackers, flags, and all kinds of
§lrnlul goods. Also specisl sale of
apanese and Chipese curios, mat-
ting, ete

- > e
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ANDREW KAN & Co0.

Netween 34 and 34 Sts. ‘

/(/;BRTLAND RAILWAY, 3

LIGHT AND POWER CO.

BU-LLETIN NO. 17

(Adapted from an article by Frederick W. Coburn in “Public
Service.”) '

e 2

- n- -

Out of each nickel which the Portland Railway company col-
lected in 1908, nearly two cents went for labor; more than .14 of
a cent was required for power; .54 of a cent took care of repairs
and renewals, rolling stock, and other equipment; interest on
bonds took up 1.16 cents; rentals and purchase of real estate, etc.,
.15 of a cent; damages and legal expense, .16 of a cent; tixes to
city and state, .19 of a cent. Sixty-six one hundredths of a cent
remained for extraordinary "renewals, depreciation and dividends;
five years ago there remained 1.28 cents for this purpose, and it
looks as if it is quite time for the stockholder to bestir himself to
sce at least whether anything is necessary to protect his interest.

Aside from the regular charges against each nickel mentioned
above, there was expended in 1908, $90,500.00 for street improve-
ments, as an indirect tax upon the earnings, from which no addi-
tional revenue was derived.

The avera
in 1905, to 3.7
fer privilege,

The upshot of any serious discussion of the crisis in street
railway operation would be likely to be to the effect that it de-
volyes very largely upon the public, including, of course, the large
class of stockholders, to determine what they wish to have happen.
Present tendencie; are clearly beyond engineering and financing
skill to alter, without the cooperation of the consumer. Trans-
portation is a commodity which has become one of the necessities
of life in urban communities. The everyday man who uses the
cars is more vitally affected than anybody else in the satisfactory
-settlement of street railway problems. The capitalist who hias his
money invested in uyrban transportation properties is not obliged
to keep his money there. There are numerous other opportunities
for mmvestment. *he operating officials have less to lose, since
the competent expert is always reasonably certain of a job either
in the same business or in some allied business. The people who
suffer most severely from interruption or impairment urthc street
car service are those who have no financial interest in the securi-
ties of the company, but who are vitally concerned in getting to
and ftom their work expeditiously, comfortably and inexpensively.

The futility of imposing anything that approaches inordinate
taxation upoh’ the street railway company should be imparted to
the public, in the interest of preserving a proper type of relations
ship between the community and the public service corporation.
It 1s remarkable how few citizens of average intelligence and abil-
ity appreciate that in levying taxes upon a transportation compuny
they are simply appointing the corporation to serve as tax collec-
tor; the money thus collected comes from the public and returns
to the public treasury,

The same loose thinking which makes many people conceive of
the state as an entity separate from the individuals composing it,
leads them to thirk of the corporation as a creature—perhaps as i
an octopus—which can in some way be injured or puniuged by be- .
ing compelled to pay fines and special taxes; but in all such cases d
the traveling public indirectly pays the bill.

Some Portlanders may tell you that.our street railway service
might in their opinipn be improved in certain particulars, # A ma-
jority who have visited other cities will tell you that on the whole i
Portland has the best strectcar service of any city of like size in
the United States, and the efforts of the management to still fur-
ther improve the service should not be handicapped by useless,
pernicious and often vindictive legislation. All. fair minded or
thinlrln# people who give the matter consideration, will not fend
their efforts to make the work of the comp:nr more trying thim'
the ordinary run of business requires; but will join hands with
them in cooperative effort, not only for the welfare of the cor-
poration, but for the best interests of their rapidly growing city.

gc fare per passenger has dropped from 392 cents
cents in 1908, due to the increased use of the trans-




