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Good Work Done By ..z s o e ons e e coms

L ]
Organized Women
. . .
in Califorma
HERE is joy in the heart of the

western tourist this summer, as

well as in the hearts of Califor-
stians, because the famous Big Trees are to
be saved from the wanton hand of the de-
stroyer.

For years the edestruction of the Big
Trees has been going on. In 1906 the lum-
ber cut of the Big Trees amounted to 8-
500,000 feet. The oldest living things in
the sworld were destroyed for cheap lumber.
And <chile the trees were being cut—for a
period of nine years—a band of California
scwomen, headed by Mrs. Lovell White,
scas making a valiant fight 1o interest the
government in their. salvation.

After repeatedly failing 10 pass the
House, a bill wwas introduced and favorably
voted upon at the last session. By the bill
which was signed by Presi \ ‘
the Calaveras National Forest is crca'rné
and the Big Trees caved for all time. The
500 and more California women are justly
prr,-;_ui of their wictory, and Mors. If"ﬁj;g,
radiant that the loved trees will be pro-
tected, has won their salzation by-one of
the most unique campaigns of ."r-(f-n':'ng mn
the history of the country. )
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By the action of Congress remarkable
frees—the most famoua in the world—will be maved
from 1 lumbermen. For years the pound of axes
and “ibe blast of gunpowder have rung through the
California forests. .and Lhe, trees which stogd when
Babylon was buflt, whed” Rome was founded, when
Xerxes “lashed the stas with chains,” fell one afier
another, the wvictims of the commercial greed of
men whose span of life, compared to theirs, is but
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From all parts of the world people have come

was justly proud of them. Tg see the trees falling
=to be made Into fence posts and grapevine stakesy
10 be used for the cheapest lumbering purposes—
caused many pangs to the nd of women who had
Jolned to appeal for a preservation of the giants.
Just how much lumber the trees contained was
the subject which interested the lumbermen, and
In making a dicker government forest engineers
were compelled 1o muke a careful caloutation of
the size of the trees. In the largest fallen tree In
the Bouth Grove—"01d Gollath”—there was found to
be 127,892 feet of lumber. Enough, It was clalmed,
to bulld twenty-flve two-story frame houses,

The largest standing tree, called “Louls Agas-
812" before it was hollowed out by filre contalned
134,163 feet. “The Mother of the Forest,” which
was kilied In the fire which r 1 the forest |ast
summer, contuined 105,000 board feel. The tree
called "Massachusetts” contained 118,000 | rd feet
of lumber, and “"Governor Stoneman™ 108,000 feet
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1t is snld that there’'is as much lumber In €ach
one of ‘the giants as ftm.m'(:ruga yield of nfteen to
twenly acres of timber land.

Before ‘the when' the [ce moving
down from the worth and the glacinl age chilled the
world and devastated "l’“ﬂ't“i‘ﬂliell the species of trea
known.as the sequola- flourished In the temperate
zone of America, Asia and Europe.

One can realige, therefore, the value of these
trees—the rarest specimens.in the world—when he
conslders that they: practically no, longer propa-
Eate themselves.

The' largest treesm sare in the Calaveras Grove,
which was discovered In 1841 by John Bidwell, a
candidata for Congress from California. The grove
passed  into th.,polugnlon of ‘a . Jumberman on
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April 1, 1000, "Whan the grove was sold”and tue
news of the proposed "dedtruction’ was heafd, the
clubwomen of California, under' the leadership of
Mre. White, unitgd In a crusade to seve the trees
Year after year a big tree Dbill .was introduced
In the Senate, and passed; In the House -of Rep-
reeentatives jt was sldetracked and waylald until
any f: ‘able action seeméd hopeless. :
Ag chairman of the Calaveras big tree commit-
tee and head of the Outdoor Art League of Call-
fornia Mis: Whits 1édsthe miovemeant for tHe salva-
tion . of the giants.  Four years ago. Senator Par-
Kins, of California, Introduced a blll in the Senalte,
but it was squashed. Last winter Mrs Whits went
to Washingtan from her homea in Sun Frantisco as
& delegate 'to: the “Worman's ‘National Rivers and
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Harbors Congress. While In the capltal city Mrs.
White went to see nearly every senator and mem-
ber of the House of Representatives.

Mrs, White is a gracious woman of charming
and winning manners.. Her voles 18 wall modulated
and qulet. Buat It 'dld not leck a
minatlon when, afier each Inferview with
iors, she sald: "Yes:sir; I'am going to stay right

note: of deter-

here In Washington until I induce you gentiemen.

10 pass that. bl )

Soma laughed. They thought Mra. White would
have a long wait. But she stayed. Vallantiy and
slncerely did she plead for the preservation of the
trees. With the history of these monarchs of the
forests ‘of her native state she was famliliar, and
of that history she told the body of lawmakers

Ehe declared they were as worthy of presecrva-
tion, just as sacred, as.thp“Parthengn, the Cgllzseum
and the remalns ‘of the Acrpopglls, Sbhe told the
gentlemen how lum men were invading the
solemn  glpoom of those {immemorial «forasts and
laying the axe to the serens, stately, glorious sen-
tinels of the ages b

SEEM TO BE IIMMORT_-A'L" '

Just how, old the trees &re cannot, n(rmu:no be
accurately detfermlined., Professor David Starr Jor=
dan,  president of 'the Leland” Stanford,’ Jr., Uni-

eraity, declares Lthat- the largest’ tfees may’! be

0 veara'old ¢ ot y 4 ' . [*

John Muir, the natpralist, said thn"l he dld not
know of a single Blg Tree dying a n&tural death,
“barring uceldents,” adding that “they sedm to be
immortal, being exémpt- from the diseases  that
afict apd kill. other., trees. Unless destroyed: by

Jman, theyive on lmieﬂnitrlly unul barned, ‘smash-

od by lightning or cast down by starms or by the
giving wny of the ground on wWhié¢h they' stand.”

Mr., Muir ‘estimnated thkt the age of one tres
felled in the Calaveras Grove was. 1300 yegrs . It
was felled s0 that the .stump might be used Wor a

legisla-

dancing pavilion, The diameter of tha ntuinp mean<
ed twenty-four feet.

Another tree, télled In the King'a river forest,
he:clalms ‘war 2200 .years old. With the ald of a

ket lens. Mr. Muir examined the trunk ' and
counted - the rings; of which-there wers .mora than
1000, *which,” declured . naturalist, “showed
that this was In its prime, swaying in' the
8Slerra winds, when Christ walk®d the éarth.™

HAVE INTERESTING HISTORIES

The great. trees which have stood so sllently
throughout the Interesting histories,
, They bear the records of tha scars and ravages of
time.' They unfold the stories of other ages. On
the .trunk 'of ‘one of the trees Professor, W.' R
Dudley,: a botanist of Stanford Unlversity, Call-
* fornla.; found ap.interesting, record of forest fires.
Estimating the age of the tree, he'found that
it must have been four feet In diametéer at thea
birth of Christ, fts’ age” being computed ‘at 2471
years.' During the 1800 years. which had followed
the dianieter Increased eleven, feet. v,
:  ,Ajgcar on the trynk showpd that a forest fire
must have occurred ahout 246 B, C. "The tres At
thiy time, according fo' the professor's calchlations,
" must: have: bten 516, yeurs old. “ The wound, which
wanrthrea feet wWide,/wns 105 years in healing. Tha
second fire from which the treg suffered occurred In
1441, and 130'_\‘0:111 passed hp(of-e'thc scorching
wds covered by new bark.’In 1680 another fire
Inft its mark; the worst hurt) to the tree was In
1797’ The .charred wannd was thirty feet wide,
Yalvpe of the land acquired by the g‘overnmmt.
includihg ‘that of trees other than the sequolias, (s
sald to be §200,000. 1w thé traet acquired are soms
" of“the most Tamous of tHe, 6Id ! velerans:. “Mapsa-
chusetds,' = “Governor ' Staneham.” , “Waterloo,”
“Penpayivania,” “James King” "“0ld Bachelor,™
“Pride, of the TForest,” “Danlal Webster,” “U, 8§
Grant,” “Abraham Lincoln" and many others.
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