' Lho rm: over,

M e time
hnd. Qnunl- slgna
vo eyos and see not!

. fira have Wallen

mmw? sky, and It has

| Mosd  on  Pogzuoll and Cumae

e prens have remalned aglow for &

: ht, and (ha smoke in growing

~ uw the Phipgrean felds, Re-
eniber how tie Tiber overflowed i
Wow the Gernado swept over the
ot in, and the plagua

nst tamn, kil 2000
"‘tn:‘nn. R:‘:ummbvr the tamine
terviflc  earthguake that de.

helf Pompeil, the glty of luxury

ueh.  Afd agiin, very, lalely,

: how a woman of Suburea gavn
40 & monster, u pig with a mwk's

an the speaker, rlmolhf the
theuldted and admonished, he
aly folded nnd anfolded the red
t povered his white woolen
‘i’ho Christlans ligtened, gazing
stly st him, or closing thelr eyew
pncentinty their attentlon the moie
wero mostly slaves, small trades-
artisnns and day laborers. The
' was held In ope of those hige
b . for,wlioch poor pedple gave
cantelbution every year, and
in -nhmu*a n plute of
walls of the Immense vaplt
inscriptions and duum.
) g ‘Ihlnlplmtl doves, Cop

M i ight over
¥ r"ﬁ?a ’ufon and the velled
nrlut went o " Aty
Am. cﬂinl to tcll wuﬂ;;l“u out of, &
geated on h monster.
in purple and cov-

zoMd.,

v ‘a oup filled
ldlnhr T'“ﬁprm‘[
t“ % feopard, the foot of
the law of a lon And this

ol

f o,
oy unaln;t“‘ thoke who nre
beast? Who dara op-
ey nll worshiped the

from th

|f Lifa o ‘Ilr
'T‘lw
nn d the boast hnrlm! into - the
pus pool which s m-nlnlh for

ey covered with memorinl slabs bedr-
Iin
wd Lo the stoun ool Hw 'm-
the 'umm-l'l
] t e 1 Baw,
& "W vamnu
S nearis, pmd precious
l{nd
was m et red; 8
of #
forth & rrent of
o people sald: Who
option -0f thosa
.on! tll trium
e will he thrown I:nri into
" And- the Lord will uild

salemt on earth for his

musm oung &irl, almost
: ho ﬂlt eated g tho i“l Tow

nd been
:ﬁnh ‘n'ft'gle: ® 0 ttnnu on,
‘ nel

n old woman,
l'cnturﬂ- nnowad throw
‘e linen ve L
1 . ind llnumuw.
_mu'gnn o k h the cup and

Ag io understand,

an is Rome, the
“‘?;.E-"ﬂ. mast mot. suy

editate: her eye:
to‘ ‘:nd t1:1'1 oxl“'"" an

h
“'-’r‘n::c:fh ml.lll llanda

umo all nr nn whlrl)
‘.h‘? Ahe

Urgy. T'l'l!l!
ol tor-ﬁ‘d m rinke
drink \

oup.
and @
lhdr hl.ﬂ'l

3 alh

ﬁlalm nnw luemr-
ting %

m publlrlr at!

: " N’“ tavern,

mﬂ w&mu. Vultetus

neﬂ!‘lu in' -thrfw'g::'lpl:
i Was

““u Y s snd Aeci hna

tha ur&
Or-
in

1
deplorahlc
The nearer. we are
ft helivoves the
thrml
Things carnn

.onl theat rl-u and
nf e _evil, ona
umt “gnee

o6 10 thase

ﬂh
q.‘be ‘llxl\t ‘lﬁﬂa !’l}t

un in cam-
'”u':"t"mr':‘a and et
trembling, the

mqh:ul

i

tween us and
b:“‘ tn fenr and

he Ju
Viulteius and Meternn bent- ¢

Accit burst into ‘tears,
L Blgtho?ul‘all!n;m; hn:r;;h
ted under the pltar, rosg,

fukled and his
R oy htill hlue eyes
- ohild’s,

r
old mun.

as white as snow,

soft and clear ay

uld to. Timothy:
me spenk Lo them.” '

L H
tm-n!u to Corving N our

> i, who have given axn 3
b haye ¥
-&?}?*:u:.h:‘ dark X n:l’?:\lmd ,'mm.h with

RIPOWET raplle
hud'g:‘i. peorrtﬂn But there

on sky I8 2o soft and
nwwuutui th{t T unconscioys-
the mystery of the of
ption, and, g ‘-hj;ltﬁ'&t‘ ‘:r{d
m ried
ur n:‘:ue,feoh A womn

the
o(i'll:ed at me tnd 1 fol ‘“"2: Callistus .and Myrrha were walking

t that 1 lad
or‘!i “‘ followed the

‘! npo‘ke to 1bli woman of

of our Lord l{("iilﬂ. and ar‘:r:.
ki gradun
om’ 1::’::16 my ne&k and fhullr
m: 10 tale her, one day, to our

hat have “you tn say ™
man of the other sinner.
Mm. n middie uod man,

oot{n plied
um’l -4 ::l' who" is an idnln-

her-\
i vnuu-d 1o Aa.fler a sacrifice 10 Aos.
*ﬂlll for the recovery of hix wife
“Jie entreated me to armmplns him to
L h 1em 'Ie and 1 414 po, not daring to
dek

rlrnp!e

¥ Kknow I nam u Christian
,piso through the fear of being con-
an unkind relative, Yet [ flrm-
{éven Aesciinpius to be & demon
B Wibst say however, that the patient
swan cured @ Tow days after the sacrifice
- been otferad e
d wou, Mertena, confess your sin.
a woman still in her prlme.
uid om, with bright eyes which
of a anr digposition and hwelled
rement sorrowlul attliude, veplied:
| - unhmd. vrha}-n  § m- :;nt >¢: sue.
o in converting, ed me o ac-
r' to the circus “I refused at
. but_he grew angry and 1 had to
In;. throagh (utnh‘llrv and
rr, n?d muNt ron-
Iu ar it was an-
peror lM'l'nwlr w‘muld
hosse cRnriot that very duy
ﬂ:ﬂﬂl &Mq&d Myrrha to raiwe

§ that llu

Callistus wounld

lu l‘lw a desceription of
pf what she feit on sccing
e o)d man turned to Accis

hevw  coulld

: -y duughter,

il ‘and lithe was still weep-

face baried In her hapds

the long folds of ber
murc'd

uu-l for a whike
hesrts. Vultelus and Mer-
'% M for your
«uﬂﬂdtr and
for your
a-l-nud. Ang Wt
cholked by her

mnmm
answerad | obly

ihesl TH Pra il'r;al
< s ade .,
unity t belp

** asked the The

Callistus 1o

Ul ave you in his keep-
m Jyr.;n.l nf. rold man.  “But

nthn nd. ¢hild, what fs the
it

came

nnk
lttle

AT have someihing to
you on won't seold me will you?
“x hq,w never donp w0 yel,

{\\'.II kuhould Hke to know wWhether
Bmperor Noro I8 as wicked ax Timotny,
lh' l'i“l‘ seoms to bhelloveT™

“obild, | am afrald ho a”

"Am then, compelled to hate him ™

“You must not hate anybody, Myrrha;
yoa muost only hate sin,

““Then, slnve the emperor was omee
Kind to my Cather, T am not forbldden
to be grateful to hlm, am 17

¥ COUrse: you are not.” replied
Calllstun

“But" vontinued Myrehn, afier some
Hesitatlon, “would 1t be a win p ry
and see the emperor?’

Thie ealm face of Lhe old priest
came suddenly harsh and severe.
nn!’rlly replied:

would be a greal sin, Indeed, from
thig day fowth, for in the name of God,
und by the suthority ho his glven me’
over you., T forbll yon, frrha—under-
stand this, once and for a Je=t0o try and
see him whom you have mentionsd.”

“1 shall ohey yon," mald Myrehn, “Bue
you never spoke. wo harshly ta, m».“

“I 4id net mean to hurt you."” replied
the old man, stroking the c-hlldn wir.
“1 ke thus because ] ‘lowry .

hen, If you really do,’ 1 M)rrha
'dnnt be afrald and lean on me. T
am strong.”

And the old man and the young girl,
like Aedipus and Antigons of old, slow-
Iy wal away in the rear of the con-

gTo

rrhn was 16 years old. Shes was

lhe dllul’hltr of n woman of Gaul, who

in wiving ber birth, and of a slave

ﬂl'mnd Btyrax, & soullfap in the smper-

urn k}ll_'clmn bllc.-'ll:r ahlldhood had been
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nr tho Cuesars ere (he shaves. lived,

nd tn the umfeumund quarters of the
imuorial rexidence.

She had grown like a dellcate, Tumble
flowaer at the granite feot of a colossus.
Bhe had never seen Nero, She know
him only thmuuh the conversation of
other siaves. She heard them speak of
his power and talents. of the banquets
and entertalnments he gave, but never
nf his * orimes  for [t would not
have been safe to mentlon them: an in-
( !mml word on the sibject might eax-
ily eeach the emperor's earg  Myrrhn
tmagined him an extraordinary belng,
mysterious, awe inspiring and beautiful,
wha llved. far above, a triumphant 1ife.
Aimaost divine. He Inspired lior with
wonder and drond, and a kind of latent

w(:;ionlw whioh she dared not satisfy,

ne diy the emperor wak so. pleased
with 1 dish préepared by Btyrax Phnt ho
had him hrau.ht into his presence and
give him freedom on the spot, but on
mnditlon timt he would still remaln in
hin service,

H\’I‘I’l‘ll could soarcaly belleve that the

mighty, all-powerful Nero shouli goti
deseend to Perform & deed of Kindness.
‘Béla' was filled with the despest grati-

F(mrpw-r Styrax, who was a. simple
: r!themln man, remalnad  sd a'::d
fearf His' memory Incessantly con-
Jured up the extraordinary scene hn
mwe witnessed! Nero, half naked, and

11 liks n muadman, lying on a
lum-h n the ¢enter of an Immenss hall
resplendent with & thohsand lights:
on the flaor strewn with roses, men
lmd women were sleeping, overcome by
the, orgle, He dreaded, therefors, his
newly acquired f om, for Nero was
under the influence of the  wine-god
wheni ha gave it to him.

THe old woman, Mammaed, tdok oare
of Myrrha, snd gave her a home (n the
small room she sccupied in the Suburra

uarter, Bhe taught her to embrolder

dresses for the Roman ladles. 'I"lhq
bath ‘sarned thelr llving In thix way.'

Callistus lived In the same house, He
was 80 yeéars old, and had formerly been
employed in Palestine as toll collector
of a bridge on the Jordan..
he-saw - Jesun on o f ong with
His “diseiples: AR tliey Wwere poor and
mdpl:md uln'd adtml!le. he t"“du‘oh'ej

without paymen e ha

hesitated, however,. In belleying in the

news.” Tt-wepee only after the

crucifixion of Jesus that he had glven
himself up to him.

He had come to Rome with Peter the
u.ponllo. and helped hl In the work of
mnnunelnf the 0 And f the
time Peter and hml loft for Asia
tn visit the rhun-hu. his au o mf
gfa I¥ Increaseq among !a.l‘t‘iru N

duse he wWan a very ho mnn,; lmi
alno because he was now tw ofil
lert among those who had r!ut.

Whilst other priests like Imothy
ruled somewhat harshly over thelr fold,

were bent on framing the dogmus

the new religion, so as to give smu;’1
mwor to the church, Calllstus wns |
ent  to sinners, provided they showed
neithor maliee nor dcruelty: he preached
only the love of God. and men, And
whenever heshad to declide on some deli-
destlon he would repeat: “Ye
K what e would have dtma un
how . he would have spoken, know it,
for I have seen him." The £l rut L‘me he
met Wis lttle nelghbor, Myrrha, on the
stairs of the house In Suburra, be was
#truck with her beauty and innocencs.
He spoke (o her and had no need o
speak Innql the soul of Myrrha was
won over to Christ at once. The old
man and the young girl undersgood and
loved each other. for both were pure and
charitable
M:}\op:‘{ it 'w';acah\'nl-hu ‘ﬂmﬂ every lwm-kr
nie allintus to the meeting o
nrllrullhdwoihmbnkhome‘.
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one day along the Via Ap paved
with large stones and lined glth white
tombs that wore seen here and there
from between green oak trees, yew
trees and oleanders. It was evening
time, and n front of them the city
with Its domes, arches and monuments
was slihouetted agalnst the vialet shy,
¥ wilked toward the city bearing in
their humble hearts the new thought
which wus about to conguer this mis-
tress of the world,
yrrha was In a melancholy moaod,

a\fu-r a while she sald:
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" |d{|r'o of il fame.™
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sror  Indulgea In soch wic ness, |8
t not hacause he ean do anything he
lkes, and truth cannot therefore be
revenled to MimT Who knows? He
may be as bad as you say without bLe-
ing absolutely "ﬂmi and eryel.”

‘He whore only onﬂu conslste In
satinfying hix body always wicked,
Your swoslness, ll':-lrhn. comes {rom
vyour nngcehce But in additiom to
his other sins, Neco polsoned his hrnr.h-
er and caused the denth of his wife,
kind and virtuous princess. He hllo-d
his tutors. Buarrhus s-nd both
of whom were very men.  Joul,
the apostle, um“m am: of Benoon,
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ping of taking hey work (o a customer,
she would mix with  the c¢rowd and
Hsten 10 the cooversatlen that was
oing on;  when she met people she
new s&he would also guestion them
conceraing the cinperor, .

Beaevoln, the  barber, gl
topgne and readilp, satisfled G-
losity His shop was in the corner of
the sireol and formed part of  the
ballding in whieh_Myrrha lived. His
trade - gave —him in — opportunity — tor
learning the latest noews, und s con-
versation was genernlly but the echo
of qnpulnr optnion.

iy that's truw,
whispereld concerning
1 have heard m lot about, the
Prinee Britannlcus, The effaly
susplefous. 1 scarcely know
what I= generally said on the subject,
But what 1 know full well In, that
whenever two  princes quarrel abobt
supreme  power pothin oo oan res
sult., As malters Hlu.l‘utu fecl sedure,
at least, for the present. Peopls speak
also of his mother's deat waell, on
Ihn' point T know still jess,

“There s not the slightest doubt,
however, that she wes wicked and did
not scruple to serve her busband, Km-
peror Claunding, with a dish of mush-
rooms  which  were—well, not  quite
fresh. We must not forget, either, that
ghie wished to govern conjointly with
her son, and mix Into hasiness which
did not concern her. Well, how coyld
thit have pleased him?  Let us be fair!
As regards what hap rm-fl to his flrst
wire, Empross Octay that wus very
unfortunate foy Iu-r but  poopls
hardly knew her: she wis never proud
and never appearedi In puble So. the
news of her denth passgd llmmrt un-
noticed, After mil, the Yum-l]: hear
concerns me but Hitle. do not care
for politles, The satate cannot exiaf
without an emperor, They say he has
killed many people,. but these were
welthy abd hdnngmt to the aristocracy,
that very rluss thal deny us everything.
The emperor, on thée contrury, has our
welfure at heart. He has enacted u
law far the reductlon of lawyer's fecs,
He wished al to repesl indirect tnxa-
tion. But thé® senite objected, and so
he strikes at the mobiilty, and. thus
avenges ux, He 2 not a bhad emperop
far us to have, as yon sea’™

“1 owe my freedom to him,” Myrrha
cotld not help saying. ‘He made my
futher a free gnan.”

"‘I’ou qew! pu see!” replled the har-
ber, “Besldes, wy never had so many
fetes, und so beautiful, too!  FHe even

arl.hi'e art in
L8

TV
her

things are
Emperor Nero,
denth of
looked
more than

Many

condescends to take an
the games t0 pleake us.
Istely, drive u charlot himeelf at the
F‘utdvnl of Youth? ‘He won the race,

* This was pregrranged still, we

cannot be tod gratl-fnl to him.'
id you see him?

“An I mee you now.’

“Really! What s he Hl.‘.r'.‘"

“Wh, very hendsome’ 1 don't say
ap merely bocaase he is the smperor,
bt one ctarcnot help being Imipressed
LS his prosemoes, Whalever
may sgy, I think he Is made from stuff
different from, us In one word, o
does Just what pleapes him, und thosse
whe' find  fault  with Lim—wasll, ther
had Detter EO amd say s <lsewhera
than in my rhop. 1 don't mean thut
foar you, frrha™

Myrrba grew more and mare anx-
fous.. She entertained no doubt as re-
gards the truth of what Callistus had
told lher. and  moreover, which had
been confirmed, ¥n many respecis, hy
her convermation with the bagher
When she iried (o conjute up a real-
Istic viston of Nero's crimes she shiv-
ored, with horrar and felt a gremt pity
for hin virtime. Bat at the samés (ime
she was Ind to learn that NWero was
not hated by the people

The fact of her thoughls coustanily
reverting to the emperor cotealed in
her a wish, alment a craving., th sece
him, were it but only once. Any idea
of breaking her premise to Callistos
was far from her mind, however; she
bad resalved not 1o go odit of her way
W see hlm, and was, after all, scarcely
vonscious of her own curiosity—a feoel-

of - terror belnf oppermost in her

ln.ﬁhl. Therefore, in ane  morn-

Lo mewe her father's old  friend,

hus, one of Nero's gandeners,

an thought of daln wWTong.

fiyed at the comer of a fong ter-

. A& cottage hiddes among trees,

could by emiprell WiIhoGt going

through the Imperial gardens :hrrha

ook with ber a clay doll, dremsed

patriclan Jady. As a4 prepent
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faol long. tserefore
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dikus what ﬁl.lh.ﬁm- hul
ired

She
latin h M-
tokd

“is ll t
a lomg &t
. Il.tl the slaves

Wﬂuﬂl-rﬂmn:m
s the endl of 1he roomm  He
mrlmlr aroand him and thes
wihlspetsd in ber car;

“PUSHED HER INTO THE JAWS OF THE LION.”

w nol,’

- fram her, not only by his worldly run- if they wero mmh- kKnown to him.

people,

of ihe .eid mas. uu.. Peautivnt for

—

chila’
!'ul\.h
I have

/
I heve sinned desply.”
my
‘true!
you,

“Father,
“That I ennnot belleve,
“Als;, It 185 only 100
broken the promise | gave
seon Woro.”
The old priest trembled with surprise
mld drond.
Bid he see you, tao?’ 0
‘No, Tor 1 was in a safe hiding place,
(nlh-dm- looked redassdred ot this.
"Lt s thunk God," he exclaimed, He
aulied the young mirt how nnd when she
saw Waro.,  She then ghve him the par-
Lieulnrs of hor meating.
“Whoen yow went ll‘) Meéndlehus” ™ cot-
A vast avenue bordered with glant uK‘l;* m'l‘ IR SVRE Ol AUl pee 16
» J B 4 i Lmperor?
trees led from the. palior down to the “1 think I did, but 1
terrace, where a high portico overlooked a{-\ Irtm unl:. by chance,”
the entire city In the centor of the “Why?
avenue was i lpege, olroulir lake with ) can pot say.
}'rnmtuimlt urlrmmrntuuiuw!l‘h! m\r:::;rlll-"ﬁh::; o :nd “12;.;1 vou l:“ nt r;: a walk In HIIE
gures In o bronze arble s gnrden, ou knaw #hat you wou
gods and goddesses, satyrs, and nymphe, gee him : 3
were pluced - at  regular Intervals on “How-could 1T know?
vaeh slde of the walk. “At moy rale, you were
Myrvinh modesily  lowered her eyves would?
hefore the heathen dietics—hose hen- Y don't know.”
1y she hul‘ dreaded to admire, And “Why, then, dn
alinough she was all alone, she cowld hIlIllf‘(l dee i T
not help feeling thnld and gomewhiat YRecnuse |
null “lr place umid such majosty - dod lllt!iml. and I feel
splendor. thing very wronpg.'
A xoumd of volces suddenly broke up- “Oh, Myrrha, how truoe it 15, Indeed,
o8 he A L and :"lt::'-'“‘lrr “ll'“.'p';"‘ ;'t‘;l;’:‘" that we ail carry In our hearts thoughts
= she i ] ] ' & 2 . ; ' T8 HTR W
Ume sl i £FOup, 0 BEOBle, MAK" and Feeiines be”which e ard not Sved
‘:E’:;'-r"ll;it"f_:ik hid herself- beldnd 8 wrypoed In darkness'!  Let us pray to
1 | LA
They ;m'll wallked past.  First of all L.v?tlrlu ,::‘utmh:l\T:‘m{’dm;: :-I:u"lllmfl‘\ﬂ nntq
Emperor Nero k'"‘i“"! (""*‘l”“‘d”m’“m:r thing in us that might dlﬂ]llulm\ him!
With aloa bingk (dyen and soarlet lipw: oo (s Dewhat did you feel when you
1 Lo L E o] Sy o
then, o few steps belind,  followed !"ﬁ ““; ldurart' ttm “;)f nr,:i fd her -
favorites, Otho, Bepicio, Tegillinus, o f E! "':'t'-‘“; ',"l”l ather! | ‘}i"
tholr fentures piale nod delleate, thely ? rat dizzled by his beauty and the
ait innguid and sraceful. richness of his dress. . Then he began to
B vrrha saw only Nero. Bhe recog- Speak, undgthedgli the meaning of ‘mary
nized him from his pffigy on the coin- of his words escaped me, I could real
age und above all by the expression of ize, however, that he was truly gullty of
lifs Teaturss snd hiv fexal Qir. the crimes and impuritles they say he
The low forehead, polished like mar- Ffﬁ‘m‘:}"dmi B"“ml aleo’ renlized that he
ble, was framed by a short lace fringe. yery miserable.’
The heavy dary brows over shadowed Il is oniy just that he should feel
the deep set green eyes which were 50!
charged with languor of dreams 'T‘he
jaw  wis tllrimmhe.h the t'h!jﬂ prtﬂjl."f
The lower lip was heavy and protrug “Nay, speak frankly, ohild."
It o face at once bestial and ud¢ v (e 2
mfu‘s fuce 3 ‘ L “Wall, I fancy It must be that he
shimmered dig- ¢ommitted so many erimes because ho 1§

The gold embroldery
croetly nmong the folds of his white #n emperor and conslders the whole
woenth him. He

-Hl; toga as he moved. The great rubles worla
of* hia neckiace gleamed an hig breast DO Worse in cutmnltllnﬁ these crimes,
fike «drops of blood and fire, and toe than other men who are lesy guilty.”
fleshy white hand that restoll on the “if that be so, Myrrha, and had you
shoulder of the lovely dark
child, sparkled and flashad at every been the most wicked of women.'
step, o charged was it with birilllants
and priceless goms, -
Myrtha, ignorant’ chll@ though she
was, Tell that this man was far cempyed

young

how the
and

MHe
turned (pale,

dla

mirl lagd
mddiyd:

L I'It'\"i!' r.:sl'nk
die in pence”

Then ha changedd the subjeot

"Would you like to -go for m walk
round here,  This I8 the end of the
garden, the farthersat from the palagee,
und the emperor never comes llt_'l'l.——ul
any rate, nol at this time of gday. M

Alyreha  accephbed  the hutlulitm
Menulchusa went ofit with Her and - fhen
}r( 'hur. for he had ~Some work
Inish.

nol notice
ynddenly

n word, for I wish to

prc-q T =howmid

hoping »ou

Have

have lost 'my peusce of
as i 1T had done somd-

you think you

“I theught whent 1 saw Rim—but no,
I dare not tell you."

“0h, father, huw can you say so?"

".-\h. you see you will not admit that!"
“But the empsror has neot heard the
Perchance he would Hsten

Do

you not think »(l
she wo pogr, =o obscure—but above pll ‘No, Myrrha, [ do nol. l{- has put so
by the mysteries 'of his mind., And much deep and dinbollon! malice into all
she wn= sirock with the great sadnes=s his aciions that he has cut himuself from
of the mighty raler. Bhe was overcome all hope o God's grave.”
by siranige feolings, “Yet he mald one hing that would

Teemulingly, from hér hambld sphere, huve pleased you, father. He suld he
she pitled hltn. but It seemed to, her dld not: beliove In ellu}ll," o
that to reswch hitn her pity must trav- ‘Alas! < fear\ €hild, he would be
erse the Infinity of space. As ho passed noarer 1o the true God did he belleve In
the buwhee that concealed her  Nero tho others.'
spoke, He spoke as if (o himself, with- “But they say he pities the Jpoor and
ol turning -to his companions. This 1= e wanted to reduce the taxes.'
what Myvrrita heard: "]l om weary. My “Out of vanity and desire for Lthe ap-
power in too Jlimiited. I um satlatesdd plause of the multitude in the clreus.
with the pleasures T ‘can jﬂt}. und !-lll pity was » saoriligions comedy, and
those 1T dream of 1 eannot’ realize-I, tould not relievie the poor of some
evert I 1 _am richer than “the anclent withuut taxing the provinces more heav-
kings of Perada, but whatever J m? do z -
1 cannot aocld In my hands all the the :rr.m was Inut In thounght fora me.-
ures of the world. . T remoh, mmll:nu She remembered Nero's words:
by dint of artifice, the supremest degree but she did not tell
of yvoluptovousness, but the safme stand- lf foijow-
ard of plasure cannot lu- malntained lnt the thread of her
for any leagth of time T Mave walled “f oo he is the groatest of ctiminals
many men, Lot I eanpot déstroy all my —the only one, perbaps, -hm damnation
enemien, for 1 40 not Enow thém sl T lscertain. I hcl.n.m o4 My irrevocably
am the grentext of povrty, but 1 ki and remorselessly fl lt not hr.ﬂ
obliged to ohoose my words with «f- rending to think ofT . knew
foris to count. and measure syilables. he would be so wicked 'hr dld he place
= ¢ * | am the most harmoniou=s of Nim ou earih™
singers. bhot in prder 1o cdnserve my “Thin. rrﬂu = & mEremt mystery,
Invely volos 1 lll'l obliged to abatain m-n him here, so doubt, to try (he
from wine angl deprive mydsif of my virtue his servgnis T know nothing '
favorile &lmﬂ A]l this s absurd and more,”
annoyieg. 1 I-I'?'-. “Bot.” murmured the gicl under her

1 would Illln!t l.hd- puds i toe gode bieeath. balf fearful .of the audacity of
exigted. To be the mrantest of en. and her thought “it gy be that Nero has
by only thai! * & & moenotonons, »a souni, afdd whitn he dies he will go
how petly this -1 weuld have o nnthing e ) In  THAL  cake,
vis gardens o of  Torests. rivers, be like » scourge. Jlke a lempest or
mountaing, and lakes, where ail H'w an carthgoake It eatnot he that te
nohlest and most  Jovel e of vy the endgrance of his servants God

¥ Axpen
would be Pound. all the e _should g0
feai. nent © 1.!‘.""1!1 i.-: ntrfm"; 'c-rm” s

come of the all powerful will of one t‘a!lictut was
could not answeer,

fman™
térmee on- "However,™ m u-l ﬁr b |
:1:

glad tidings.

ditipn—he the master of the world aml

‘l shall baorn Fome,”
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Ar Myrrha Pagsed the wall of a high
torpnce  (romn which rose o sodare
tawes, she heard the volce of & sigger
acoompanying himself on » harp.

It was u slow, sad strain In A lin-
gunge  which she dig not Kknow-—an
clegy of Rimonides an the burning of
'l‘:? The hartionious volee, though
suhduod, roge and fell'in piteous walls,
Myrrha pansed to lsten: But she soon
perceived that thls sorrow waa felgned,
and that the singer was Jost In admiva-
tlon at the bomuly of hin own volce.
And the song palm-fi her, s

When #he reached the Capéda giate
rhe found a crowd of despairing poor
encumped among the remnants of the
DPORK bitmﬁ they had
savl from the flre.

“nm weplt for the
ehild who had been
flamos, i

Ll

One man
am. suFe Lhere are 300 at least, ieft

tooc
leapin
to strike the
flowad m)

Ra

slaag,
walla mra

suceeeded

loas of parent or
dévoured by the

we muast ey
at lenst
left and

‘Buat,”  sald another,
#nd gxtingulish the flames or,
pull Jown the lmun-q that are
snve the rest of the town)

Same one answered!

f “We have (ried, but there are men
who prevent anyoune from rvendering
ussistance. They say they are 0‘“‘)‘"‘!
onlers.”

Then Myrrha rememberoed the worda
of Nero, and knew that he had fultilled
his threat. Surely. she thought, this
orime * surpasses all - the others, this
“erime the enormity of which she her-
#01f had witnessed. And thinking thus,
her heart swolled with compassion for
the vietlms, and she prayed:

“0) TLowd, Thou wilt open the gates
of honven to sll these uphappy victims,
and thelr sufferings will pass like a

pightmare. Buot he! O Lord! If thers
lu yot time, 1 will offer thes my life,
if only thou avill but take plty on. hl.:u
and send him & ray of lght! Sha
reached Suburrra by a elreultous roule,
in anxious suspense over the Tate of
Callstus and Moammaea.  She found
them both safe and sound, but their
house Nad bern burned to the ground

CiAtllstng was congoling the Ittle smuu
of Christlans wandering homeless
dirconsolate in the

“Lef.ys praise God! he sald, Swho
has taken from us our few worlk llgI
possessions, to whilch, alag! we altac
ton much Importance. Our mutual dis-
treas gives ud the ehance of vomfort-
fng and alding our brethren and nlln“-
Ing how much we love one another”

The emperor ordered the templea and

markets stlll  standing to ba thrown
onen Lo the homeloss multlivde. Hw
nlso opensd a part of his gardens to
them. He had wooden barracks con-
sirueted to shelter them and food dis-
tributed, )
r But this did not prevent the people
Trom saying that It was Nero who bl
set firel to the town, and even that he
had beeh heard singing whilst contem-
pinting the conflagration from the tap
of n lower,

These pumors took Myrrha's thoughts
buck to the singoer she had heard on her
way, But to thoge who =0 acoused the
emperor ghe repllied, trying even to de-
calve hersclf: “If he had set fire to
Rome, would he so gealously sucoor
the victims?" And she @ld not percelve
how weak was the argument,

The Christians, not wishing to sesk
shelter in the temples of the false goda
or the barracks ofected by implous
hands, '{m\k refuge In the catacombe,

yrrha and Mammaea continued to
embrolder for the Roman ladles, which
enabled them lo Hve and eyven to help
thelr brethren,

And in splte of their groat distress,
many of the Christians. rejoiced at the
destruction of the unelean clty,

The sullen exaltation of Timothy. the
rinst, was apparent In his discourses
‘0 hils flock,

“The hand thnt sof fire to the city,”
e exclaimed, “may be abominable. but
It _was the instrument of the will of
For, behold, the most anclent of
the temples of the falsa gods have
been swept from the face of the earth.
Burnail to ashes is the temple of the
moon bullt by Bervius Tullius! Burneéd
® thin  temple to  Hereules hy King
Fivanfler! Burned 8 the temple of Jup-
fter Htator erdcted by Romulus! Burned
i#= the palace of Numa Pompilus and
the temple of Vesta! This more than
anything tprmm that we have reached
thg #nd of the world. For it ls written
that the world shall be destroayed hy
fire. And the end will be for us but
the begMning—the dawn of a new Iife

“Rrother,” repliod Ciflistus, “you
perhaps ri bt wherefore rrlomw
OVer mR omia rorlunr that
heéavily on the poor and humble,
Jesus loved so mueh?™

At :hl!: mmlmﬂ:‘l ulurm- Mlltll;ﬂ.
A centurian, bDroke In upon the a
bled Christinns. o

” \h» mrront
reror!

W

street:

falls  more
whom

hr

ou by ordeér of the om-

-M the cepturion.
hg? anked CaMistus.

“Berause it Is you Christians
have burned Rome.”

And pointing to Timothy

“Ilo not the words of !hlu scoundrel
F“;!" IIP had ¢ b ha N:

yrrha ha it ero's last
crime could not'ﬁu' An e t now
he had utuvnt«l it by -..noth-r that
wWas even grealsr.

Therefors she murmured with re-
newed ardor

“For him. for his salvati
1 affer thee nol only uroﬁfo.
will muffer any tortare it phn-
to infliet on me.

The wsoldiers then wiezed the Chris.
tians and threw them (ato the subter-
rancan dungeons of Mamertinl A
Myrrha felt s vagoe At ths
that uh; was Im Nero'
orders, for Il was the time
the will of the mighty (m..r hn':.

M humbis
yei mawfal

who

direct influence om
WUny. * The e
countenance of
fore her llt!

sverT and she
ulld e nhis pn-tm

t)ﬂm in the
‘,ﬂ-—ﬂ. in the n
A torrent of

ahe
hhm

'hihﬂ‘ B%Tp ..'

porticoes, and

In g

"‘:’:...T”R.

thrown (o the
mr M thete? Mytrha

"’Wm the

ﬂ‘t Mlﬁ
A

t ﬂr’"‘m "Iﬂ%nuu"":l.

l-h

! o my su s - 1
fice Gll: the more aoceptable to

‘hen hora thwmntn when , the
oor child 1 , whon she- realized
hat in npl‘l.o a she esould not hate
the emporoe he ' mt nhout

droam, eblivious to all wro "

The venerable Clllllllul vllo wd

nnnlouﬂy for ol she  had

anﬂn vn o

W«
2 e el
a :}lbllﬂ:e elurrt .

| i

n!n her, fonring to °
the l.ranqutlllur.ot u.'ml Iﬂ‘lﬂl?

‘the eve of the last any. otlar the

anin ayer, which the conde
and reu ﬁ u'"ﬁ !ugc't' her, ll;:rrc ndiznod

us sow pray for ‘the poror

Tho Ghrlaum hesitated |\ n moment -
the v r‘ Table (allistus  thought

!ﬂthm I:lmn
wron yerha s moro
i

e
nnlml than Us "

l’ he tho prayer fm-
ch - the - other

reciied alow
uu\ !‘.':mptmr Nero witl

ted afler him. o
the jullers, who ‘wan

Christlans re

!Ar:;i one o
Etunding near the door—a young Gaul
very tall and  very fnlr—-y!\'e- f. and
begged Myrrlia to “unfald to the
relglon of Christ.

The next day the priconers werp led
to n prison Iying low under the hi-
theatre of (e arenn. Through lwnaq
bars Myrrhn mu ht a glimpsse of the
clrogs, ‘blazin th lght, and the am-
phitheatre. w:om senutors, nights, spl-
lery, plebelnns, vestals and courtesans
wera seated areayoed In wonlen hoods,
fawn colored tunles or silk manipull.
Bhoe maw Ihe rnrplr shadows cast by
the vast ining | overhead glint and
shimmer qu he garmoents and facges of
the eager orowd. Bhe saw just in front
of her the fringed ends of the heavy
drulm6 that hung from the imperial
box. n one side, also behind ron bares,
the Hoang wore mncluu toy and fro.

The other prisoncrs re sénttered in
little groups, some prostrate in prayer,
others taking affectionuie leave of vach
other, while some, overcome by the ap-
proach of death, though =till unshaken,
sobbed and mosved gloud.

Timothy and Callistus exhorted anl
comforted them, Timothy sald to them:

“Is It not joy bheyond compare to
senl our falth with our blood by I:rniug
the jmpotent anger of the implous one®
Ouf  bloog MII rlge up  AghtnAt Dl

:Hl!n I 8ay to ye—the time s at hand,

at 15 an Instapt of nul'ferim: cOm -
parad fo eternnl lmpplnvnu Coward anil
fool Is he who hesilates.”

And  Callistus’ gentle
hmml:

“©h, my
higs keeping!

im

volre wad

in
it

God have
What, after all,
that awalts you but the death
hunter overtaken in the wood? We go
forth to death, g0 strongly hound  ny
TTNT COMMON libpe —thal —we - whill — Forl-
neither the claw nor the teeth of tha
old beast. - And Ged, nry brathren. will,
with our blood, do such great things'
Your death will be the f‘uudatlml (14
the pence and happiness of the future
gencrations of muankind!"

Myrrha, alone and sllent, stood near
]!I;-:- iron bars, heedless of all around
1

The  bestiarll  now nhnull.momw[v
opened the eage of the Hons and the
prisons of the Christians,

A hush fell on the assembly.

Myrrha entered the arena first

She saw Nero In the imperfal box and
slowly and steadlly she walked 1to-
:t;\l};tlu him.  She murmured within her-

“He must seo me, T rmmt die near him,
;")!ml' have offered my Mfe to save his
C

Callistus followed the wvoung gir! aa
quickly as his tottering limbs allowed.

All the lions now left thelr cage and
blinded with the light stood still op
glided almlessly with long silent strides,
their muzgles turned earthwards:

Myrrha  pursued her way, her oyes
fixad on Nero, The emperor conversing
with one of his companions, felt the ar-
dent mm{- and turned towards her. Ho
thought the younﬁ 11:‘] come to beg fop
mercy and he smiled cruell

But she had now mch«f the foot of
the dias and still and speechless with-
out even ralsing her clasped ‘hands, slin
continued to contemplate the emporor,

Her halr, unbound, fell down her back
and a rent in her tunic exposed the dell-
cate contour of her shoulder.

? The empeoror bent forward and a quick
lame lenpt Into the dull eyes of the
rose and beckoning

godllke beast
bestarli gave the sign

brethren. ye

is

He
ta the rhteqot the

s 6’
ne of the lidns catehing sight o
rhi, cre%a stealthily tom.mdn‘hrr i
hen old Ilistus, who saw und un-
derstovd the emperors ture, seized
ﬂ:rrr;;lahlp hluh:;nq arms and with all
u
his llog P -/ her Into the juws of

At the Mourners' Bench.
From the New York Times.

Mrs, 8 of New Orleans has for many
years been falthfully served by twao
nerro women whe, although
the tie of a common devo b‘::mt‘ht?t;
mistreas, wvet dJdetest. each other cor-
diaily, no that the kitchen is the scens

nfnmnttlinuoltu bat I:l
artha, the cook, & a leading |
the church. At revival m«elmzn‘ ﬂlz!h‘tv:fc‘
always & Tirst to occupy the mour-
?:;- :er:lcl: t}mlﬂlr-'l. mho out “Hallelu-
nd to nto those contor
::Ifrlnjn: of Jim g

em- Eliza

who was attending the meotin
“Whe, Martha." ahe uchl.m

you g to church?™
'lanm. answered Martha sullenty.
“Cause dat 'Lisa. ahe i
Bul dsn't there rmn‘?:n both - of

“No®* ma'am, they ain't"”
Au-nhnc petitup indignation em-
r.
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