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“REITERATED plea of the rail-
roads is that only traiped ex-
perts can intelligently and
- fairly decide what-freight rates
1 Id be; that so complleated and
“delicate a business problem can only
‘be solved correctly by men with
especlal knowledge and appreciation
~of all the efrcumstances and condi-
‘tons and Jeng experfence in study-
. and applying them. Thisx {s
e, but the suggested or Inferred

mption that .only men of the
flroad circle or in the railroada’
~employ can do or &id in doing this
work does not follow. Men om-
' ployed by the federal and state gov-
e#rnments, legally given access to all
the facts, figures, circumstances and
.eauditions, can decide with quite as
“much Intelligence, can make them-
‘gelvee quite as capable of decid!ng,
‘of fixing rates as the railroad’ men

mselves,

' Conceded that . transportation of

_people and products is a publie
rather a private business, one
“in which all the people have a direct
@nd vital interest, and in regard to
‘the cost of which they are entitled
Mo & voice, it follows that they have
s right to elect or appoint.certaln
h in state and nation to attend to
¢ ‘very ‘Tmpdrtant business; and
swhile at first these men eannot be
_experts, cannot be even capable of
~performing this duty fully, they may
‘in a comparatively short time be-

~¢ome 80. The courts have declded

‘that the people have the right to
appoint men to do this work:; the
people, in nation and state, have ap-
pointed such men; but the rallroads
_keep appeali to the courts and

. saying that tllese commissioners are

- not and cannot be qualified (o decide
these freight questions. The rail-
/roads will have to abandon this posi-
“tion also; such men are or may be-
.come fully capable for this work.
They ate an imperative necessity,
and it would be strange indeed If
the people could not find among
themselves sultable material for this
, service; il among them there were
'no men who could learn all the com-
plications and intricacles of freight
rates as well as railrosd men can.

The people having created these
- Agencies to .represent them-—the
federal and state railrsad commis-
slons—the proper, sensible thing for
the rallroad men to do is to. meet
them In a spirit of harmony and con-
ciliation, recognizing the people’s
superior rights, interests and If need
. be power, in this great bunsiness,
This. they can do willingly, If their
professions are  true, because the
‘people want nothing unreasonable.
They stand in a friendly, not, as is
$0 often falsely represented, a hos-
tile attiimde, to the railroads. It is
of the utmost Importance to them
that the raillroads should prosper
and be able to do business in a flrst
elnss manner, and make all neces-

sary improvements and extensions, |

and that the blg rallroand financhers
should be able to bulld pnew lines
wherever needed. The people do
not want to go into this transporta-
pon business. They want to en-
aourage and aid
who have engaged in it. The com-
misslons, while crented to lodk out
for the people's Interests, are prop-
#rls friende, not enemies, of the rail-
rcpds and the rallroad men. Thet
#hould both wmeet and act [in this
tit. Whes they are willing to do
these freight riate quesgions can
be adjusted amicably. wihout this
eoastant appesal to the couns, which
all know less abonl the mat-
sdjudicated than (he commis-
do.

. soaition of Lhis matter fs
m." ) emsy, providing only that

'lll. rallre people will+ fully yield
“m “‘4_ g that the Leople have
- a.%-err Mw:m:ﬁ:;
elbus will be i:ﬂ.n_ whil:

g fhe pEopie’s inter-
A e, rewgnl.-

T R pablic bepefac-
MAogether, gentle
0 the courls
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warl @M not  die. but
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if necessary thos=e

lagainst Bim. If there had been mo

sorords
-Ha

asked to guarantee operating ex-

to tread.

was supposed he could become. He
had a good and great mother, and
a good If not a great father, and
with all his faults he has made a re-
spectable figoee In his exalted posi-
tion in the world.

RANSPORTATION is the heark
of commerce and indpstry. De-

velopment of a locality Is im-

e —— — ——— —— — |

WHEN RAILROADLESS
T ible without mwans of tran-
git. Where -there is mo instrumen-

tality for moving products there is
little civilization and less wealth.
Recogpizing this fixed law of de-
velopment, Belgium, a country with
an area scarcely one fifth that of the
state of Illinois, has, within two or
three decades, expended $86,000,000
from government funds In providing
canals and other meansg of transpor-
tatiod. The story of railroad exten-
slon is the story of developed areas.
Chicago is the product of intensified
transportation facilities. Oregon
supplies a remarkable illustration of
the effect upon a locality of the lack
of such facilities.

Bix counties of the state are prac-
tically without rallroads, and can-
not be' reached hy water hitls. They
are’ Crook, Grant, Harney, Klamath,
Lake and Malbeur. Their total area
fs about 40,000 square thiles. They
comprise more than two fifths of
the total' area of the state. Their
aggregate wealth as dischosed by the
equalized assessments is $28,853,-
044, a4 follows: Crook, $7,070,254;
Grant, $3,604,6756; Harney, $2,500,-
428; Klamath, $7,105,004; Lake,
$4,208,678; Malheur, $4,212,205.

In contrast, Umatilla county, ly-
ing in the same reglon and small in
area, ls assessed at $25,159,227, mi-
most. us much as the six counties
ecombiined. Umatilla is threaded with
rallroads. Multnomah, a still smaller
conmty in area, but at the heart of
pulsating transportation systems, has
an assessed wealth of $236,187.737.
It i an aggregate nearly nine times
that of the six counties with their
40,004 square miles of area,

Of course, it is true that better
sofl and climatic conditions are
present in Umatilla and Multnomah
comnties. Yet in the vast reaches of
tide 40,000 square miles of undevel-
oped area there are thousands of
scres of the richest lands on the face
»f the earth. There are alfalfa bot-
toms capable of turaing off a prodi-
gious wealth were there but mesns
of getting it to market. There are
tremendous expanses of country ca-
pable of vlelding an enormous wheat
aggregate. There are but few spots
fn-the most arid of these regions that i
iare not capable of ylelding a gmd!
| proportion of wealth ‘in some form. |
It is an empire of huge ;-mlhmtim:.‘
but it {8, comparatively speaking, a
vast sweep of mere waste, because it |
js bottled up and raliroidiess. It s
a striking {llustration of what rall-

1rnads mean to a locality.

4

|

THE RECALLED MAYOR |

THE resignation of Mayor |
Harper of Los Angeles the virt-
ue of the reeall as an (nstrament
popular government s com-
pletely confirmed. Mayor Harper
not only resigns from hie office, but
withdraws his pame from the ticket
as a candidate for reélaction. Dis-
covery of documentary evidence by
which the mayor and & number of
his officials are alieged to be com-
promised with residents of the red
llght district was a final influence
that brought sbout the mayor's re-
|tirement. The triumph of the re
,eall and the forces behind W is com-
plete and overwhelming. The result
will be of iucalculable beneflit to the
|runse of  popular
tiroughout the country.
sassion by the siectorate of power
to recall this mayor was a welghty
| inflnenes in cresting the agita

N

of

§

power of recall there would have
beap litle or Bo CECOUTAgEIment
sttempl his remmoval cven thotgh his

1%, 1864. He gradusted from Ameri-
ran collgge In 1§81 and Inter studied
| law, He ndoned his plan to become

zations proceeded to investigate, and
the sequel is the resignation with iis
practical plea of goilty entered byl
the mayor himself by his act of re-
tirement.

The country has seen no clearer
exemplification of the value of the
varying forms of popular govern-
ment, such as are in vogue In Ore-
gon. If the citizen has & means of
reaching Into and exercising a large
influence on government he will take
a deeper interest in public affalrs, as
the case at Los Angeles demon-
strates. Hecause the citizen took
that interest, corrupt Mayor Harper,
who otherwise would have certainly
served out his term, resigns from his
office, though he had but mnine
months yet to serve. The result is
an object lesson to all officials from
one end of the conntry to the other.
It I8 an illustration to the citizen
body in all cities and states of how
they can provide against misfeasance
and corruption in office. It is an
example to the whole country of the
value of municipal organizations and
of the gbod results to follow when
the best citizens and all citizens take
an interest in public affalrs.
complete and overwhelming exem-
plification of what a valuable thing
it 18 for the people to have the
largest possible powers in the con-
duct of government,

At one time in this world all power

government was exercised by
It was then held that thel
He be-

of
kings.
king could do no wrong.
headed his subjects at will. He
taxed them to suit his fancy. His
orgles, his revelries, his injustice
and his inhamanity to man were
awful. From Nero to Mayor Harper
is a long stride. From government
then to government now is a mighty
sweep. , '

By his resignation Mayor Harper
of Los Angeles has confessed that

the recall was properly invoked
against him. But except for the
recall he would probably not have

resigned, but would have sfill eon-
tinned his career of official and per-
sonal debauchery.” The recall seems
in this notable case to have vindi-
cated itself.

The appropriations of the state of
Washington legislature will be
larger, jn proportion to population
and wealth, than Oregon’s, yet we
don’'t find ‘any tWashington news-
papers predlcting wholesale bank-
ruptey and ruin.

It takes a brave man, or one of
tough fiber, to become secretary of
the treasury at this juncture. But
there's always the natlon’s great and
good friend, J. Plerpont M/;rgnn, to

fall back on.
Gustay A, Andreen.
Dr. Gustay Albert Andreen, president
of Augustana college at Rock Island,
1L, was born ian Porter, Ind., March

a lawyer, however, In favor of a career
as an educator. In 1588 he joined the
faculty of Bethany college in Kansas
and remained wi thal Instftution
SOVOD Fears 1584 10 1960 he was
an lostructor in German at Yale uni-
versity. The next two years he spent
as a student in ! EBuropean universities
Upon his return o America be was
chosen president of Augustans college.
Recently he has been ongaged in a
movement among the Fweodlsh Luther-
ane all over the country (o raise the
endowment of Augustana collage to
$200.000

This Date in History.
1876—I1odlans atiacked Groton, Mass
1764—Earl Grey, primme minister of

Bugland, by whom the first reform bill
was earried. born.  Died Joly 17,
182 —Victor Emmanpel of

abdicated. : o
IMI—The Confederates  ovacnatled
thelr works at New Madrid, Ma
1ME—President Jobheon ssked 0
Gayn’ time to prepare Bis anewer 8
the articles of | _ ,
MT—Body of Charles Bumpner lay h1
sehington
11795 —PFirst  issue of Philadelphin
Timen

the caphtol at W
18— Syatem of standard time estab-

It is a|

wu movement that do not live on
at all. It is a very eaky matter
to be a good fellow when it does mot
cost anything. [ think that this is the
boat that these fellows are in,

’ W. H. BOLWELL,,
s Undrawn Poultry.
Portland, Or., March 10.—To the Ed-

Itor of The Journal—I notice ‘with
much satisfaction the bringing up of
the undrawn fowl question, I have

Ing such foul meat and saying noth-
ing. I heve been learning recently that
the main sales of this stock went to
restaurants.  Several people remarked
in my presence: .“If the chickeng were
only dressed we would take one 1
dare say hundreds of people would buy
thém who db not on account of the un-
known condition they are in.  They
can hang there till the green shows
through the thin. parts and still be
offered for sale. The resthurant man
must haye chicken. His patrons eall
for it, He cahnot race out In the coun-
try after fresh dressed clfickens or
run n slaughter house himself, What
does he do? He goes to the meat gar-
ket, buys what he can, and good, bad
or Indifferent, his customers eat It
except In a caze of my own, where I
could not slang the taste and had to

for crushing out the filthlest p
tion now existing In our markets.
A CITIZEN.

L Activity at Lyle.

Lyle, Wagh.,, March §—To the Ed-
ftor of The Journal—Resaidents of Lyle,
Wash., and vicinity, are becoming deep-
Iy Interested in the development of their
part of Klickitat county, .
One may ee¢e stockmen, lumbermen,
fruitgrowers and merchants on every
hand, planning, urging and pleading for
attendance and cooperation at thelr
coming booster mesetipg to be held at
Lyle, Saturday, 'March 13.

C. W. Ramsey of Klickitat Develop-
ment league will dellver a  booktar
speech, Other Goldbandale speakers will
he present and add the general
profitable good time

This Is the first concentrgted effort
made here !? secure community ad-
vantages and those who are leading the
movement suy they are belng very
greatly pleased by «affers of coopera-
tlon and assistance from every slde,

H. J. CLARK.

Pure Milk and Our Babies,

If bables®had a wote the milk sapply
would be reformed. But bables are in-
articulate and the slaughter goes on.
Is there any razson why babies
should dile, asks Whalter Weyl in “Buc-
cess Magagine”—rwit occasionally, not
now and then and here and there, but
wholesale, Jike flle®? We are s0 cruelly
accustomed to the little cpffin and the
white hearse that we never look at the
facts or ask oursslves the question. But
:’n there any reason why bables should
ieT :

Buppose you enter the house of a
poor family and see 2 new born babe
in a corner of thee room, and there near
the fire, doddering over his slumberous
plpe, the babe's great-great-grandfath-

to

| ¢r. a rhenmatic, asthmatic old man of

90. The babe was bhorn today, this
very day, endowed with all Its heritage
of thousands of jrenerations; the gréat-
grent-grandfather was born In 1819,
when Monroe wias president and Na-
poleon was alive. Crabbed age s frail,
and yet the atatisticlans will prove
to you that slim asx are the chances of
the very old, the babe iz more llkely
than his great-great-grandfather to die
in a year, and very much more likely to
die within three :months. -
If the mother knew how great was
the danger to her baby, she would hover
even more anxiosisly over the oradle
if she knew how often bables are slain
by the milk of the clty—If she knew,
there wouldn't be s0 many slain.

Wants €o Be Judge.
Peter Wesal, an old lawyer of Pendle-
ton, wants 1o be ‘the new faderal judge,
and has made chte applieation therefor.
He saye he I8 a nom-partisan, but leans
toward the Dempcratic side, 1ike -Cham-
berlain, and that a judge need not
know much lawsg for the lawyers will

fae, though she had & receipt n full
and he admitted that he had given her
the receipt z fool other lawyers
make Lhem Ifeva he had charged the
regular fea. 1t ‘was further hrought out,
says the Pend¥eton Tribune, that West
had taken tha initiative In the cile
and had calleg at the woman's
long before she had ever thought of
sacuring s lrarce At first she
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tell him enouglL. Judge West recently, L

Did
the gl

The

Izing.

all se
extra

Gov

in spi

onjoy

Spring!
even suggested t

Tart will earn
year, If he does hin duty, and The Jour-
nal hellewes he will,

Bew ?‘ou.- even |
leave the table. It Is time for {the Put “em on our bac
pure food commi=sion to act on is,
and hundreds of people will thank th kuﬂﬂ‘!‘ﬂ-! amounting to
I-|tles pays for some people.

Dows

Atlanta Journal:
whetler & more popular man than Taft
ever held the presidency.
lor Day has made no comnpl

A rule.
-

-
you grest the
ad hand? Yon

-

Why

homescekers
should.
-

fee man.
L

-
leglalative Teaders are men
L.

can be trusted as about righ

A growling, groughy, .:Iocmr Brum-
b:er never was mourned much when he

long wondered why people were buy-|died

They <an run this count it
they try, right A ¥

The legisligture should stralghten up
if it does tuke an

rious errors,

day or two.
-

iow’'is a¥so the time to clean up the
premises,
eleaning up pollties.

his Is as Important

Lils little

Hello, Miss Spring: mighty glad, to
E:ur feet are frofty.

. -
“mor Folk has Chautauous
$17,600.

Not & man.

The tarlff will ba somewhat revised,
sure. The people are beginning to rule,

te of Aldrich and

nnaon.

Come out to the coast this summer,
President Toft; yon and we'uns will all
even If we haven't

your visit,

'pOSSumS.

It is to

Yosterday afternoon

ns simpllcity.

$76,000 a

anybody who owns desirable
busihess lots want to esell them at the
dssemnéd value?

be doubted
E:cn Chancel-
int

with

who

en-
Poll-

€

ning out Into every part of the sur-

been made the beond rOR 1
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Fri the present appearance there
will A { many more onion sels
riaised In the vicinlty of Hubbard than

in any former year, says the eicwl.
l?nrl peopla are golng into the business
of ralsing onfon gets, This section &p-

Taste has boem defined
Then som : ears to be the best adapted for that
tasteless, A RORELY” womSn: dw ve Eu.-lneu tside of the great onion
) . = growing sektlons of California, where
Farmers hawe lsarned, and are organ- |Some wems have made fortunes. The

onion slness s comin
ant Em. in this 1'1. nl.ty.

Pandleton Tribune: The colonists and
likewise the residents of Umatilla
county are both visiting the irrigation
projects in the western end of Umntilla
county, dally and on Suanday every
avallable conveyance In hoth Echo and
Hamlsl?n ?ara é.. "'“'l‘"m'p'}r:,l‘"l_
rospective lan uyvers to the
l‘:lle- now rendy for asettlement. The
money market has becomre easier, and
n boom in themse lands Is now belng

experienced, Jarlin
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Atants, of
ntucky one

Lof the finest bred, reglatered coyole or
| fox hounds

that he could securs in the
south. e Is already the owner of one
of the best trained packs of coyole
hounds In the state, and la recognis

“las one of the most successful coyote

e e ST ols Dok By
?h.:nfa}::ers ::ﬁ stockmen _gl' Alrlle and
vielnity, Mr. Staats’ hounds have
almost Indispensible. . |
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Echo Reglster: When a poorly dressed
stranger entered the bank Wednesday
and reauested admittance to the back
room Cashier Stanfleld becams Sus-
jcious and curtly announced that. all
usiness was trafnsacted through the
window. He wias somewhat surprised
when the stranger calmy cut open an
old sack he had brought with him and
piled handful after handful of “ gold
on the counter. A total of $4726 was

left on deposit.

Huge Earnings of Harriman Lines, A pproximating
Twmty per Cent on _Stock.

hel
for

property.”
not a good

figcal year
Rutio oper, expenses

i

Trom the Wall Street Journal

The earnings of the Harriman lines, particularly those of the UUnion Pa-
cifie, continue to make large galns, In faot, the earnings of the Union
cific are increasing at such a rate that. notwithstgnding that the company will
have to meet |nterest charges condiderably in
fiscal year, It will nevertheless earn close to, if not fully 20 per cent on its
common stock after the payment of all fixed charges, sinking funds, and pre-
ferted dlvidends. '

This means that the [nion
after the payment of its regular 10 per cent dividend
tion which the quinduncs of Wall street used to ask, vix:
Union Paclfle possibly earn 10 per cent dividends? to that other
“What Is the Union Pacific te do with its surplus money?

The dyspeptic eritle will be quick te say In anawer to

“Make the railroad cut its rates.”
for the simple reason that if the Union Pacific were allowed to out Ms rates

And

coss of those of the last

" Pacific will earn not far from $20,000,000

It changes the gues-
“How can the
queNtion:

fhis “question:
that would be a very unhappy answer

ita competitors” it would get all the business it could possibly handle,
raffle followa the line of least resistance and lowest cost,

But this would onl
thing for a rall

Paclfic In the present fiscal year ma
Boukhen ? UNION \PACIFI

grows, first 7 mos, 1907-1908,

There are other critlcs who would say: “Put the money back into the
make & general excrescence of fat which is
g "““"ﬁi' tts:ah“e' ded it for |

the Union Pacific main line L] #Xpan on it for lmprovoe-

?.'u'?:"fn“a betterments, aside from thé extraordinarily large charges to ex-
pénses for up-keep and renewals, no less than §50,000 a mile.

Mr) Harriman and his creditors ars face to face with a proposition

which a way should be  found tg Incredse

gtockholders, and there is reason to
stock on m 12 per oent basis which Wwould be a large contract, or by mak-

fng an extra distribution, which could be an ecasy matter or by giving the
common stoekholders the right to participate in an issue of mew common
stock. this proposition in some form of other will receive serious considera-

tion during the current year. )
Some E;f the results of the operation of the Unlon Pacifie and of the

Besides, since it reor-

in
the distributions to the cemmon
leve that, wheéther by polbting the

¥ be tabulated thums:

. PC-

ross revenue, Jam, 1908............ Paniaee Vernaas o dne. 3 188,504, or 2.9
gnt. earnings, Jan, 1809.. ... ... ccciinniiniiiiinann Jne 401,657, or 225
Gross revenus, 7 montigito Feb. 1,1808...... TTRPRY Dee, . 136,393, or .026
Net revenue, 7 months, Feb, 1, F08............ vo o dne, 4,803,508, or 248
Ratio oper. exp. to gross rev, first 7 months of current .

fiscal | B T pasidney .ﬂr;t 'I' ..... lh . “07 Gt . - g::

oper. expenses to ETOss, months 08,
i< i SOUTHERN PACIFIC. LN >, .
Gross revenues, Jem, 1909, ............ s h T 30T vess.Dec. 3 B1T.476, or 6
Net earnlnge, Jan, 190B. ... - .0 chiiaiinanaaane. Ine. 281,080, or 11
Gross revenues, T months to February 1, 1508 Deb. 6,133,019, or 7.8
Net ravenues, T montha to Fab. 1, 1909 cesssnd-aaniine. B78L3I4, or 1T.8
oper. expenses to Eross, first 7 months current s
6.7
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eagal substantially

on the ground thal the plan was im-

2 | practicable. 8o far as we are aware, the

assumption that these engineerg are
to the bullding of any canal
at all must rest u the unsupported
statement of Theodors Rposevelt.

A madority of t engineers who ao-
companled Mr. Taft, and who now re-
port, whether or not appointed for that
nueﬁ by the president, wetm al-
roady committed to the look canal plan.
It is not surprising that thelr brief
visit to the Isthmus confirms views al-
ready entertained.

L] L .

The counfry may, as well make yys
ite lnlond to provide not less than $40§f- *
000,000 for the bullding of & canal at
Panama on the lock plan. This 1s, we
belleve, about $100.000,000 more than
the maximum eltlt,alu of cost of a
sen level canal .

It is & very serlous quéstion that
Mr. Taft has decided, and upon which
he has so firmly taken his stand. Wa
“hope he has not been too much In-
fluenced hy -such puerile arguments nw
that of these englineers, that there will
be no trouble about earthquake®, sinca
the locks will be structures “of great
stability and lttle subject to damagoe
by earthquake shocks’'® Whatever Mr
Roosevelt and Mr, Taft may think of
that affirmation, a candid world will
laugh at It. The Amerlean peaple wiil
not laugh, however, If after completion
the canal should be put out of husi-
ness for two or three years becapse of
B degtruction of its locks by earth-
quake.
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The Legislature,
From The Dalles Ontimist,

The Optimist has from time to tima
made-a 1ittle fun of the members of
the legislature, and hds had a word
to say about thelr whiskers! But we
have in no way attempted to villify
or abuse them.

We bave thought and still think the
electlon of Chamberlain was not nec-
essary to preserve honor, and that tha
eloctlion of & Republioan was the only
logical methnd for a Republican leglsla-
ture to pyursue. But that (s all ancient
history, Mr. Chamberiain I§ our senator,
and the Question is settled iIn precisely
the way we supposed It would be met-
tled. We did ndg suppose he could be
defeated (after his Indorsement by the
voteras Jast June), but fought for our
honést convictions. We lost, but “fhat
has nothing to do with the question.

But we do wish to say a word' In
commendation\ of the work, other than
politienl, of the present legisiature, and
that s this: We belleve they did better
work than has been done In Balem for
A great many years . The personnel of
the body was above the average, and
they gave us many good laws, bealdes
having the stamina to scotch, 1T they
did not kill, that foul normal schonl
graft, which has cost this state so
dear, and which has tainted nearly all
of our legislation for years,

¢ do mot beMpve & single member
of the present body made a nasty deal
or & dirty dollar during the late ses-
ston, We belleve Ir every action
was performed wi a hilgh sense of
publie duty, and”that the publie will
#o consider thelr acts,

The A
From The Dalles Optimist

From certeln quarters there is a terd
rible how] going wp about the heavy
appropriations of the legislature, and
from a casual perusal of these remarks
oné would think thal the stafe Ia sure
to go to the demnltion, bow-wows, or,
into bamnkruptcy. Butbt It is all '
and nongense, The amount appropria
was more than formérly, but who wami.
ed It less? Nobody but a lot of sore-
heads who have no svmpathy with any
polley of advancement (hat does not
Inure almost solely to thelr own prescl-
ence or thelr own pookets,

Oregon Is growing,, and why shouid
we expoct to keep the running expenscs
of the state down 10 what they were
two, four of ten years 7. Any at-
tem to =0 hamper us would be ab-
su Ax a matter of fact we belleve
our expenses per capita are as low as=
any state In ithe union, and that the
legislators are 1o bBe commended for
decently, and mnot abused as

fis )
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