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New Educational
,]0\ ement {:I‘Om
Which Great Re-—
--:u!ts Are Ex .c‘:cted

FEVEACHING the country child ' to
play, an emterprise in altruism
which has quietly  but steadily

grown in extent and utility during the past
Iwo years, fs a_;.f::mfng pmpor!imu naw o
great that the spring and summer of 1909
promise a development stromg enough to
take root all through the states of the mid-
a’_h' West and middle Atlantic districts.

It is a curious expedient; yet cven less
curious as an-expedient than it is as a dis-
covery.

For who, thus far, has so much as
imagined that. the average country child
doesn’t get pretty nearly all the play there
15 in the world?

The city man swill aver, promptly, it
is for just that, above everything else, that
people want to live-in the country. The !
farmer, though his boy be at that very mo- Tl ol o B ey
ment doing chores which never end from —_ ) standards—and they were the ‘hoys . whese
dawn to dark, may declare that the country . . - - - ' : et iy ok amthe Tatme e

; “strong” by work on the farm. :
boy gencmﬁ) gets a good deal more play The movement, urgently requisite as it was, -
than is good for him.

' R00d A R L df/’yy"f?ﬂfft‘&’d’:?’e);‘%ﬂf and pushed with large enthusiasmr by- the
Yetr it is among those very farmers, el Jf&'ﬂIWIc‘},/VUﬂ Pt fer o rda teachers of the country _schools amd  the more
and in sections where every man of them o R Vs o rrrerr - progressive people of the granges, nevertheless
has sincerely believed his children wwere liv-

encountered many obstacles. The handicaps of
. : 1 tradition and the unmitigated “help” of a fam-
ing tn a paradise of rural pleasure, that ily of growing children on the innumerabls
the fmp(ra“'.;-r ,’t-l-“_;f;). for systematic in --lmrvs:i of farm n;ul home, are not to be.dis-
. # - v . = CNSe 4 r 0 .
struction in child's play is being most cor- e ;[nxrin;ﬁﬁ;b'm,lv too desirous of intre-
d"’”}': even anxiously, """O.K’_"zfd- ducing athletics as a recognized form of in-
. So it looks as though this country, be-
lieved. the wor}d over to be the land where
children rule their elders and range from

7 Lxcrtimp Gomrre ok Doshet Terldi ;

pienic.” The athletic standards.of the -Public
Scehool Athletic League of 'New York: City were
adopted, .with the praviso that.an’ appropriata
button should be awarded every child who at-
tained the standard. The country play move-
ment was inaugurated.

Almost immedintely there followed ' an
amazing demonstration of the truly dire nbed
which existed for just such athletic ‘exercise.

At one of the conferences devoted to the
topic of physical exercise, the Normal School's
specialist in athletics suspended in a doorway
s horizontal bar and put some of the farm boys
present through the chinning exercise, in order
to determine how . closely they could conform to
the standards required for boys of similar ages
in the ecity of New York.

who, during receunt years, has been in positious
where, instead of imagining bucolics, he could
sen with his own eves toward what banal con-
ditions rural tendeneies conduced.

It was only a little more than three years

ago that the birth of this remarkable move- ) | .
went occurred, and that in the small, trivigl Stroction as well as play, found they might not 1

beginninga which, hatural outgrowths of needs €558¥ the innovation without the permission of
long endured in the silence nf habit, so often PArents; and many parents, approached with the
appeal that their boys and girli be given the

, . : s e o . astonish a people by suddenly springing into i

play fo mischief at their own Sweet will, & national prl,lmi,lu.m_.,.,_ L opportunity to make strong and healthy men
4 were just on the eve of aswakening to the 3 G The State Normal School of which Pro- and women of themselves, positively refused
fact that it acts as stave-driver to its child- N R fessor Scudder was in charge at New Platz, N. the ;ﬁwnmﬁhsmn- 1 fl j . t
hood, and, swith the awakening, swers on v, Y., is located in a villaige of about 1000 people, . m“t the ‘need wis too “’-"“‘”i-‘ “:'tp";mf

‘s . T | in a prosperous farming section just west of or the movement to fail, whatever the extent o

{’lt’ G -Of f?f'gﬂ"fzf"g '? emancipate them o A f i - = the Hudson and sbout as far north as Pough- the individual opposition that at first existed.
wilo their rightful inheritance of play. keepsie. The faculty conceived the idea of With the following June the bull was taken

holding Saturday conferences in the neighbor- fﬂ'}'_i.)' by the horns, and a field day Was hﬂ!d
ing country schools, and teachers, parents and which proved to be even more educational for
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Man made the city, God made the country, but ' children, members of local granges, and others . the elders than it was for the children. .
the DAVl made the littls “country village.—Anaa, found ‘it nécessary to piap .or two classes in  1zed by the well-known. epigram. more or less concerned with the life of the ' There were assembled at NG: Pla:; 1000
T happens that the authorship of that fa- oné—the village boy, and the couutry child “The country - child,” explains Professor countryside, weére invited to attend. I‘;!f‘ple, half of thwp_gduﬂl; and ¢ tl:*“;'n W>
miliar epigram must remain anonymous, properly so-called. Scudder, “would nundoubtedly, play more if con- ) All sorts of subjects were 'll""]lf‘i“d and ex- ;‘“Id!":“- who rﬂa]“‘iil 1 h“":)uildm P
But it has been the text for many moral- “The._case of the village boy,” he remarked, ditions were favorable. But, unfortunately, plained, from cookery to trec grafting. In the “pp?“““"h“” “"‘d “l;;“ ;m'x sod hiouisait
ists. and many educators, and has served as a ::n_ the O:":urﬁﬁ gfhhis ‘-Orgl::nézed Piiay in ut-,lho 1hingf;_urtilz ugﬁuinzjt !him. 4 " :t:;::l;;f ;il::ei:li(l‘:nizr"‘i:;.-.ﬁ,“.\\I!-‘L«_.i; ]\]\;12‘?:3:?;1:? ) ::1:"13[11133 that made play; €
1 : onsidere : - PR ‘ountry,” which has mow had a wide circula- “In the first place, s parenis are usually = . S ¥ WOEC Uil as ’ tybody. & Xt :
;;x:";?‘;lﬂp;‘-:;:ﬂi?gﬂvzonﬂ'l;ust;{";gsrd1;:;}:;1‘:1; tion, “may be said to be particularly bad, for, out of sympathy with play. This is particular- the topic of tho_namml. |.!.::\-. of which gll__ the @ H‘HOM lwmilr‘le mﬁﬂ_lm'z:r. !
the Rutgers Preparatory School, in  New Ublike the farm child, he usually has compara- Iv true of farm life. They do not-see the use t'hlld{eﬂ seemed to be d"l_'rl;"'j-{"'ﬁm'; up. o, w"‘d- ;2?‘“ '1 i m‘:“ 423
B ick, N.'J., outlined. the i v T e 1 tivgly little work to do, and, unless he has op-. of it. There is no end of work to be done, he. organization of the Louminy School . wan 00l piay diseddic » .- R <5
e S L f o hperation thebl portunities oufside of school for athletics and and play is considered a waste of time, except Athletic League of Ulster County; New. ¥ork, ~who were proviously PP M
and the xrslt pg:ub:lmea of ‘the country play- play, he s likely to.pass much of his time in' ‘in the case of very young children. followed almost immediately. It made its ob- &rounds were cleared up, barns and 204
%rm.m:ll gc'-lll:el t_v;;‘s -p;:lnctpail{ "{. the Htate inane - idleness. or, since ‘Satan finds mischief “Their children ‘do 'not need ‘to’ run, jump, ject that of fostering all forms of elc'an ath- - mear the school’houﬂ,mﬂ at
¥ ome - O S SYSW R IKEH, N, X. : for idle Hand to do/ in activities that are far chin themselves, strike and throw. There are letics among country school children, - Not only & cene of athletic me
Professor Scuddér was the first to give $r4m wholesome. - plenty of ways of deve]o{ring muscle without must they be'taught to play, but their teachers ted rake handle 1
definite aim and scope to the moverfient for the “Perhiéps”—and bhere ' he’ quotes the popular fooling with such matters.” must be instructed in indoor s well as ouftdder . p
¢ country playground, and, when'he came to the: gistum.'as 6 the Satanié foundation of the Such ‘is the deplorable condition of the games suitable Yor ehildren of variofs ages. " "' “ B
stage where the nim must be unequivoeally. - Jittle -country village—“this has ‘something 'to - child in the country and’ the small village, as It was resolted to bring together the schobls™ - ogsh;’
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3 dﬁﬁi_li!li and the scope nationally broademed, he ¢, with bringing about a situation character- diagnosed by-ohe- of ‘the most acute observers, at least Dm:l':‘r'el_lf‘:-for a field da.;ylﬁ
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