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“who could afford it.

. How Modern Beauties
. Would Appear n Cos-

tumes of Long Ago

HAT if, by some caprice of
her capricious nature, Dame
Fashion should suddenly frown
upon present modes in women's dress and
should restore to favor the costumes of
olden times? '
®. Think of it, madame or maid, and
rejoice or tremble; wiew the possibility
with joy or dismay; but do not cast it
aside as preposterous. For unexpected and
startling, indeed, are somie of the whims of
fashion, as sudden reversions to styles of
Cleopatra and the Directoire period within
recent himes attest.

Ask your modiste wwhether she thinks
that by any chance the dress worn, for
instance, by Marguerite of France. is likely
ever to return to favor. [t mdy be pos-
sible, she will probably reply—swho knows?

Hosw, think you then, would the beau-
ties of today appear, were the fashions
of times long gone become restored to
favor? How woidd madame look in the
svide-skirted creations of the time of Louis
Philippe; or how would the daughter ap-
pear in the Greek cffect of the Gallic
period, the carliest of French fashions?

ORT fashions ecome from-Paris. Were
a modern beauty to adopt the first
prevalent costume favored by the

women of France,*she would look
strange indeed.

During the first several hundred vears of
the Christian era the belles of Gaul—a country
preity. much like modern France—wore a very
simple costume, resembling that of the (Grecian
women. It consisted of a wide pleated tunie,
with a mantle which fell from the head, part-
Iy veiling the face, and resting over the shoul-
ders.

Some belles of that era were not con-
tent with one tunic and wore as many as
four, one over the other. In those days they
earried small handbags made of network—the
,great-grandmother of the reticule of the pres-

sent day.

.. There was little chance for variety of cos-
tume among the rival belles of Gaul, except
“in the ‘'way of mantles, These were linen, and
of many ‘ecolors. )

Historians agree that the women of Gaul
svere beautiful, and yet resorted tp the arts of
make-up; they used unguents and paints, coat-
ed their faces with chalk dissolved in vinegar,
gand added a-rosy tinge by the use of a ver-
milion dye. They put lime
whiten it, and ‘gave their eyebrows an arch with
black tallow. Their favorite miorning bath was
not in dew, but in the froth of beer, which was
believed to whiten the skin. :

Jewelry wss extravaganily worn by those
It was not until the con-
guest of Gaul by Caesar that the women began
10 vary their costumes and copy those of the
v “Women.
i You w r how a modern besuty would
JDORE in this. dress?  Ome “of the: prettiest

oin the diplomatic corps at Washing-

ton'is Miss Marguerite Moncheur, ddughter of

r rn cheur, the Belgian minister. Iere-
xﬂl s Moncheur appears: in the old cos-
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Until the eleventh century there
were few striking changes in costume.
Misd Marjorie Gould, daughter of
George J. Gould and one of tlie hand-
somest of New York’s younger set, easily
might have been a belle of the era imme-
diately preceding that eentury. The cos-
tume consisted of a long tunic and a
manile. Hoods were worn by women of
all classes; those of high rank wore
hoods of velvet; they parted their hair in
the middle and let it fall over their
shoulders in two plaits. A lady of high
birth wore her veil to her feet, while a
woman of lowly position wore it only to
her waist.

Miss Gonld, had she lived in those
would have had her gown made
scantily in the front and back, but with
deep folds at the sides. Bhe could also
hhave worn a diadem over her mantle, or
hood, or, had she preferred, merely a rib-
bon about the forehead ornamented with
flowers.

In the fourteenth ecentury French
women began to leave off the veil and
wear instead the “cornette.” This was a
hat made of parchment and covered with
silk. Tt reached its apotheosis during
the reign of Charles VI, when his wife,
Tsabelle de Baviere, introduced an out-
landish headgear sometimes a yard high.

Imagine present-day beauties laying
aside the spreading afisirs of today and
ndopting the pesked headgear of Queen
Isabelle, with the corresponding costume.
The illustration shows how Mrs. George
Barnett, one of America’s handsomest ma-
trons, would appear. Mrs. Barnett was for-
merly one of the famous Montagne sisters
of Virginia, whose fame for beauty ex-

dava,

. tended beyond the boundaries of that state.

She married Basil Gordon, and after his
desth wedded Major Barnett, of the United
States Marine Corps.

IN ISABELLE'S DAY

"+~ In Quefn Isabelie’s day women’s ‘under-
garments- were of coarse serge. - Linen
chemises were extremely rare in the days of
that queen, who was the only woman of her
cofirt possessing them.' She boasted of-two.
Later, when they became more popular, the
ladies proudly opened their skirts in such
a manner as to reveal just a glimpse of the
linen chemiso.

Mrs. Barnett wopld wear a skirt deeply
trimmed with ermine. Her dress, fitting
rather neatly about the waist, would be
made, probably, of some expensive silk, em-
broidered with gold. The most striking part
of her attire would be the headdress, with
which other ladies wounld vie, each trying to
surpass the other in héight and clegance.

In the days of Queen Isabelle, husbands
—as now—were complaining wretches, and
they complainéd so loudly against-the ex-
travagance of this headdress that priests
and monks began to denounce the extrava-
gance of women. .On April 16, 1429, a
Franciscan monk ascended the pulpit of the
chprch of 8t. Genevieve in Parig, at &
o'clock in the morning, and began a, sermon
against the talk hats which lasted until 11
o’clock. He continued the series tdn, days.

How would the great beauty of Euro-
pean royalty, Princess Henry of Pless. ap-
pear in a costume such as was worn 'by. Mar-
guerite of Valois? French fashions in the
days of Henry 111 became unusually extrav-
agant, Princess Henry, if-she should adopt
this dress, would wear a whaleboned badice,
fitting tightly, and a_great skirt, swelling

* balloon-like.

v .‘The bodice would be cut low, but she
would wear an immense starched collar ris-
ing from her shoulders. She would deck
herself with necklaces and earrings of gold
or silver set with precious stones, and from
her nepk might hang a chain dangling with
a small mirror, ¥
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would be covered with jewels. It is stated
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by historians that at one time Marguerite of
alois wore so many jewels on her dress that,
although a strong woman, she was almost over-
“+come by the weight. L
A few years later fashion becamd more
.sober. How w,modern besuty would appear in
' the dress’adopted during the reign of Henry
"‘["Er may be seen by observing the Countess of
arwick, one of the handsomest matrons in
England, in the dress of ' the iod. The
countess, were she to appear in this costume,
would select .some sober hued velvet, damask
or ‘ailk far heér. dress.. The bodice would be
made to fit extremely tight, and the V-shaped
ent in front wounld be fi with Venetian or
Florentine lace, Bhe would wear a’starched
fluted collarette trimmed with lace, and a small
heart-shaped cap nestling on her hair. Her
skirt would be oxpggerated, her sleeves rather
\ fu!& and embroidered with crosswork, and lacs
cuils. .

A story is told of Mario Antoineite, wifo

sat at court and set the fashions, as follows:
“Onie day, in 1775, the new queen took up
from her ‘dressing table twé peacock feathers.

L]

s @%&rﬁﬂwﬂ‘@ﬁ

.

and placed them, with several ostrich plumes,
in her hair. Louis XVI came in, and greatly
admired his wife, saying he had never seen her
look so swell. ' Aliost -immediately feathers
came in Fashion,’ not in"~ Framec only, but
throtighout Furope. But when, 'shortly after-
.ward, Marie Antoinettc sent o portrait of her-
s6lf, wearing large feathers as a #eaddress, to
her mother, the BEmpress Maria Theresa re-
turped -it. ‘There has been, -no. doubt, some
mistake, wrote Maria Theresa. ‘I received the
portrait of an ﬂ:trﬂs‘; not that of a queen; I
am expecting the right one.”

There is no doubt. Miss Mdxine Elliott
would make a sensatign in the dress of this
period. Miss Elliott would wear a gown of
silk, opening in front, trimmed with ruches of
white linen or muslin. Underneath she would
wear a skirt of another eolor, made rather short
and trimmed with flounces. Ter sleeves would
be tight and short, and trimmed similarly with
flounces. The body would be made so low that
Miss Elliott’s shoulders would be revealed. To
be consistent with the style, she would wear im-
mense earrings, bracelets and satin shoes with
jeweled buckles. Her hat, resting on hair
dressed immensely high, would be small and
laden with great fealiers.

Simpler and more beautiful is that cos-
tume which came in vogde during the reign of
Louis Philippe. That these dresses would be
‘particularly gzcoming to the young ladies of
Fifth avenue just as well as'to the buds of the
Faubourg St. Germain is evidenced by the
charming picture Miss Ehizabeth Shirley, the
famous Kentucky belle, would make in the wide-
hooped, pale-colored dress of the period. °

A STUNNING COSTUME

Were Miss SBhifley to walk into a ballroom
in her native state in a pale pink costume, with
ite low bodice, tight-fitting waist, and skirt
trimmed with artificial roses, she undoubtedly
would eclipse the other belles,-s0 far as strik-
ing costume is concérned, . :

_Particularly wonld this be true if she se-
cored a fabric of any of colors favored dur-
ing the reign of Louis Philippe,when faint hues
of pink, of lilac, of “early dawn” were favored.
Then there wepe fabrics of ““Russian green,”
“pure  Ethiopian,” “Marengo black” and wine-
Yées. - Miss Shirley would wear no sleeves and
véry.ahurkﬂém..;ﬂq‘ hair, farted in the mid-
“dle, would fall in curls Hy the &ide of her face.
- Should she wish to 3:@1 a dress of the ex-
treme fashion of the old. period ﬁﬂf might—if
she coyld—bave it madf of & febwie of spun
glass; for the ultra-fashionable ladies of the
French court wore gowns of this material.
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