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B sides of my in-

Vaulting ambition, which

o'erleaps itscll, v
-And falls on the other.

——Bhnkupun .
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FEW HOURS ago the point.of
time arrived, at “dead of
ll(ht. that marks, according
-the human calendar, the

: of one year and the begin-
g of another. On the scale of
y which #0 far as human com-)
t ean reach is equivalent to

ity, A& year covers but an in-
space, but in the life of

~of average longevity it is

ble part, and any year

] to middle age or past

lr iﬂ'r important, or a de-

“establishes the ' -year,
‘?"‘ m situation and motion of

ble time for recount-

reverie, for readjustmnent;

- De-px nation, recomstruction,

relormatory resolutions. Wis-

‘should increase with age, at

up 10 a point well along.in

age most of us ought to be

“ihan we wére a year ago. If

y not, why? Now Is the cspe-

‘of the year to find out, and

.,and prepare to galn more

in the year to come. For

.man ssid: “Wisdom is the

el thing; therefore gel wie-

; and with all thy getting, get
ding."”

ll‘hl those who would were

: those were prayerful who

: _today we celebrate the first

'~l_. year.  Without these fre-

1] 8 61d steady-pacing Time

pome monotonous. We have

s old vear out—he wasn't

f bad’”’: and hurrahed the new

ﬁ On his beaming brow eter-

imnints bright prospeéts, and

mt volee is melodious with

Y ‘ﬁm AS CHARGED
va #% charged was the ver-

diet of the Finch jury. Bworn

to return a judgment accord-

- ing to the ]aw and the facts,

it topk the jurors but 30 minutes to

mcll A yerdict. Such of the public

a8 has watehed the progress of the

gase was egually swift la arriving
‘At the sama conclusion,

The defendunt bought a revolver
at 11:30, braced himself “with sev-
eral drinks at 12:30, and at 1:30
got 'the man that on two distinet
occasions he had vowed to get. That
fn brief I8 the story and all the
nmthu!lltothcrm It was a pre-

¢oldblooded murder. noth-
ing more nor nothing less, and has
been #o promounced by a court. The
consequences are stringept, but when

“m oh such a misslon in

. the presumption is

And their ;riends are ready
Bot those consequences, what-
Jmiiy be. That should be

I ‘understanding, the un-
' the public, the law-

e

1t illol m‘«

(T

| Oregon’s history.

{road, it 18 b
n 'Nuﬂ:rn]l ind

| Juggies’ permitted. in courts have

led him to hope for escape. Multi
plied Instances of justice cheated
mean multiplfed murders, Whens

.lever Judges flinch from a straight-

forward path, whenever thay permit
counsel to make travesty of law,
ghost of murder walks, and men_
Ralph Fisher are hurried to an mn-
timely account. When the courts
teach men, as has been taught in this
case, {0 ‘expect to glve an eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth and = life
for a life, murderers will stay their
hands and bereaved homes be lesa
numerous. All the courts in this
kraat_.hnd can with profit study the
Finch case, copy its procedure and
emulate the certainty and celerity of
its verdict. Conrts more revered,
justice more majestlc, and more
hands tuiltlnu, would be the urtaln
lequel. .

" OREGON AND 1909

HE HOLIDAYS belug- over gnd
& new year begun, “mow for
business,”” as the common - ex-
pression i8. We all want a
greater, hetter Oregon. 'We want
more people,. more products, more
business, more developmetit.  In one
way or another a large proportion
of the people of can help
bring about these desired results. Al-
most everybody who purchases néces-
sgries can help by buying, as far as
possible, only Oregon products. The
OregOh newspapers gan help by per-
sistently advocating this, and mer-
chants and mututuml can help
by liberally advertising in the Ore-
gon newspapers. People with large
tracts of land only partly used can
belp by selling it'&t reasonable prices
in small tragts. Men of even mod-
erate ;
frrigation movements and the build-
ing of electric lines. *The legislature,
county courts and people of influence
inevery community can help by &jd-
ing the good roads movement. We
can all help by appreciating betted
the resources, advantages and op-
portunities of Oregon and declaring
them on every appropriate ocrasion.
People can help by cheerfuluess,

Y | charity and faith,

This ought to be the best year in
“Every prospect.
pleases,”_ and Gomparatively only a
few men are . Many home-

seekers will m Much new rall-
: , will be bulilt.

11 expand and
Moral as material ad-

1 _‘m-'ne " wade. Alto-
i .

great year ﬁ Oregon.. Help alonx
this resalt. Get “in It.” Be a
pusher, not a ¢log. Hurrah for 1909

and Oregon. |
-

THE DUTY ON COAL

conl -wounld benefit the people
of this part of the country, as

o
THF: ABOLITION of the duty on
well a2 those of the eastern

portion. . It {8 estimated that it
would reduce the price of coal In
this state 50 cents a ton. There is
no need of and no excuse for the
duty on coal, except to add to the
great profits of the coal mine own-
ers, who for the most part are the
railroads. The same men who own
the railroads own practically all the
eoal mines in the country, and so
can fix the price for transportation
and also c¢an restrict production and
create a demand at a high price at
any time, It has heen shown that
the peoplg of eastern cifies are
obliged to pay about $1.60 more per
ten for anthracite than it ought to
cost, allowing the mihe owners lib-
eral profits and  even Increased
wages. But the millions of people
are belpless in the grasp.of the caal-
‘rallroads combine. Out here peo
are not affected so greatlly, vel free
coal would be of advapntage to them.

Mr. J. J. Hill and others predict
that the eoal mines will be exhausted
in a generation or two; if so, the
policy of conservation of resources
requires freedom of Iimportation of
coal., The duty iz entirely in the
interest of the millionaires or bil-
lionaires who own the mines and
the, rallroads: it enables them to
plunder tens of millions of people.
That is the oblect of It. About the
first thing that should go on the free
list in any reformatory revision of
the tariff is coal.

DUNBAR KEEPS HIS FEES

oided that former Secretary of
 Btate Dunbar deoes not owe the

.. state the moneys he recelved as
feea for extra duties imposed upon
him by statutes, though the stage
constitution says that officer shall
receive s salary of $1500 and no {ees
or pmtiaitag whatever. The rea-
soning By whiéh” the decision is
reached is interesting. Al these
fees collected by the secretdry of
siale were asthorized by statutes,
passed in spite of the clause of the
constitution quoted. “Assuming,
without deéclding.” says the eourt,
that these fees and perquisites are
dihin the Inhibition of the consti-

THE SUPREME COURT bas de-

can help by assisting in

3 \ 1 is
why the unconstitutionality of cer-
Aain statates should- be “‘assumed”
for the purpose of renderifg a de-
ciglon, care being takem to say in
the same conne¢tfon that the point
of constitutionality was not detided,

e[ As it seems, the dectsion ig based on

a certain foundation, whic
currently declared to be

s con-
an as-

sumed or fictitious foundation. This |

is mentioned not in criticiém -of ¢
court, which of course 18 right; only
to show how Ignorant an average
man is of law, and how far wrong
he might go in the llmpllcll, of Illi
reasoning.

The court also lntlmates that 1
there were no ‘authority of law for
the payment of the fees, the setre-
tary of state was not entitled to
them, and they could be reeovered
of him by those who paid them, “‘un-
less otherwise barred,” which of
course they are by the statute of
limitations. Mr. Dunbar l8 quoted
as saying that the best legal talent
of the state advised him that he was
entitfled to the fees, but the supreme
court does seem mot to mgree with
this opinlon. Nobody was entitled
to thém, but they wers -paid long
ago; nobody who pald them Is mak-
ing any fuss about the matter; the
system has been changed, and the
whole matter can be dropped, not
only as to Dunbar but as to others
in lUke clroumstances. It was an
ill-ad and hopeless proceeding |s
from- the beginning, and whatever |be
the road by which the declsion was
reaghed it #ill be acceptamo to the
public generally.

—_—
MONEYED AND MONEYLESS MEN

sentenced by an Oakland, Cal.,

judge Monday to eight years of

penal servitude in Ban Quentin
prison. His crime was a burglary
that ylelded Gross and a companion
a'small quantity of tobacco and 11
copper cents. Gross pleaded guilty
to the charge. Across the bay in
San Francisco are Ruef, Schmitz and
the other higher ups who held up a
eity rather than a small store. They
plundered to the tune of millions,
and Gross 11 cents. They have
money, and the money gets friends.
Gross' t of 11 copper cents was
insufficient tg attract friendships or
legal talent. His way to the peni-
tentiary is smooth and swift, but It
is as difficult to speed the blg ones
there as to move the mountains,

The Boelalists charge that there
i# ope law for the poor and another
or no 'law for the rich, This is the
kind of an incident to supply them
with arguments that are difficult to
controvert. If Abe Ruef or Eugene
Schmitz had brokem Into the sfore
and stolen the 11 copper cents one
month ago, would they now be, as
Groses Is, on the way to the peniten-
tiary to serve an eight-year sen-
tence? .

Somewhere, sometime, abd In
some way there will be a leveling
of the distinction we allow to be
drawn in our aystem of justice be-
tween moneyed and moneyless men.
The American spirit is the spirit of
just men and when the problem is
worked out the blind goddess will
give to every man alike.

—_—

The [tallan ambassador to the
United States, in his appeal to Ital-
fans in this country for help for their
giuffering countrymen, says: “‘Upon
the ruins of Messina and Regglo
soon there will flourish again in the
pride of new life eities more pros-
perous and beautiful.”” History jus-
tifies his prediction—or at least one
that other cities will rise on those
spots or mear ghem. Even such an
unparalleled catastrophe as this soon
loses its power as & deterrent from
rebufiding on fearfully fatal sites, It
may not be wise; it is & taking of
great risk; but gradually people will
gather there again, on the chance
that sach a calamity will not hap-
pen again for scores or hundreds of
years. And then the region Is frult-
ful; people niust live; there are not
room and opporiunity, so far as thédy
can see, elsewhere; and so, doubt-
less, the smoke from the ruins will
scarcely have cleared when the re-
bullding,of the rulned cities will in a
hamble way be commenced.

- — ]

The king and queen of Italy will
be, and will deserve to be, more es-
teemed and better loved by the peo-
ple of that coantry than ever because
of the actlve, helpful, sincere sym-
pathy they manifested on account of
the great calamity in Calabria and
Bicily. They immediately went to
the stricken region and did what 1it-
tie they counid do—for they are only
mortals, after” all—to restore or-
der and relipve distress, the queen
rescuing children and soothing the
dying with her own hands. These
are among the better of the earth's

GEORGE GROSS, aged 20, was

rulers, but- how Impotent they are

in the presence of snch & destructive
convulsion of mature. Bome power
to relleve the situation they have,
however, and they will no doubt do
their ntmost.
C——————

Oregon granges are continwing
their protest agalfist any attempt to
frastrate ratifieation by the jegisia-

ture of theé chofee made by popular| ..

vote for senator last Junmé. Inm Tues-
dey’s Journal was published a ring:
ing resolgtion (m which Molila
grange comes out strongly against
any program of pefjury and perfidy.
These rumblings from the eléctorste
are ominouws of the peril to.those
who may seek to resist the Mo

the pec people Lo exe _llq t of

.
"""""‘n.-‘c

‘uuht., two have been sent to the

mitentiary llmd; and "two more
mbothmmn.md others will

follow. Thres of four murderers
.hﬂ'a been convicted, The officers
are having a

of successful aec-
tivity, or good luck, the courts are
doing an uuuuﬂlr brisk business,
juries are listening favorably to no
nonsense, and homnest, law abiding
people are tee'lth‘ mora cheerful
May the good lnnh and good work
continue. N,

Mr. Finch, murderer, asserts that
his prosecutors and- others are try-
ing to “railroad his soul to hell."
A ten days’ trial without any ground
of defense does mot look much llke
“rallroading,” As to the destjna-
tion of his soul, let us say as the
judge will in promouncing sentence,
May God have mercy on it. .

Letters From the People
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Asks Remedy for Poverty.

Portland, Or, Dae¢. 10—To tha Editor
of The Journal,—It -seems. that condi-
tions have reached the stagé where thb
principles of the universal brotherhood
of men are utterly lgnored. It seems
sometimes that )ife §a hardly worth the
struggle, "which one In humble e¢iroum-
stances is compell to combat wilh.
When we look aro us and observae
those who have plenty and more than
they or thelr familés van consume, and
then turn to the other side and wee the

u?-'mu'
S Those, who wiah
nl-ndllul:ll-

'l:fgﬂi:‘m?; at the mé:l:'

ceed
mm n lo that t,

suffering, privations and hardships of | ih

men, w n and children for want of
the nechssaries of Hfe, it fcems that God
Almigh bhas either lost his power or is
utterly ifferent to the prayers and
pleadings the multitude of unfortun-
ates \ - s -

Just walk up and down the streets of
Portland and see the countless number
of men and womén who are seaking from
early morn till late at night for an op-
portunity to iabor for enough to keep
soul and body together, then answer me
what 1s wrong? On the other side we
observe those who have everything th.lt
monay esn supply; does i4 not seem that
there is & vast inequality in the oppor-
tunities of people? We read ip our dally
‘pupers of so much prosperity—they tell
u¥ that the banks are full of money.
Even go what benefit is & bank full of
gold to me if I have no opportunity to
get hold of It. It reminds me of the
story about the fox and goose who ware
wrecked on the {sland. Mr, Fox con-
fiscated all the provisions, 'When Mrs.
Goowe put In a complaint about being
hungry Mr. Fox says, “why 80 you com-
plain? There 1s just as much food here
as there ever was. Don't get impatient,
everything will come out all right."

Bome may say why don't the peaple
save their money for & rainy day. Now
I will ask how in the hame of high
Heaven can a working man save a dollar
when the price of living is regulated by
trusts and monopolies and raised above
the “standard of wages. It seems the
rich nre growing richer and the poor are
growing poorer. Now If such conditions
eontinwe to exist, what, I ask, is the
remedy? WIll some one answer?

GRANT M'KAY.

Why Feasts for Lawbreakers?

Portland,- Or,, Dec. 30.—To the Editor
of The Journal.—I read the article on
Christmas in the state prison and it
struck me as rather humorogs undes the
clrcumstances in which I found myself
this Christmas. 1 am 25 years old and
have nover been & lawbreaker. I am a
total abstainer and a good mechanie,
both practically and technlcally and I
rate myself as a good citizen. I strucdk
thiz town from San Franclsco not vary
well fix«d as I hod been sick down there.
As T was unable to get a job at my
trade I did laboring, ete., but that
out two weeks befora Chrlatmu and on
Christmas morning [ bad 10 cents.

Now It strikes me that If those peopls
who provided, “lots of roast meat and
plum pudding” for men who are neither
of use or ornamental to soclety, were th
look around and try and make it possi-
ble for a fellow to earn a Christmas
dinner without breaking the _law, It
would certainly be more to their credit.

I would ark you not 1o print my name
and address which I enclose as I am not
seeking any cheap charity should this
[ot“lnt: pyint, Ing T am quite mble to
rustie for myself, havi done
I was 13. v e CIT.DI}EN“,:“

George E. Chamberlain's Birthday.

George E. Chamberlain, governor of
Oregon and the choles of the people of
this state to succeed United Btates Ben-
ator Fulton, was born in Natchex, Miss.,
January 1, 1854, and recelved his odu-
dation at Wuhtnxtun and Lee univer-
sity. Following his gradustion he went
to Oregon In 1576 and located in. the
town of Albany, where he begasm the
practice of law. In 1880 he was slect-
ed to the Oregon legislature and from
1884 to 1886 he served as prosecuting
nttorney for the Third judiclal district
In 1881 he was appeinted to fill the
newly created office of attorney gen-
eral Oregon. The following year he
was 'reelected to the office. In 1896 he
removed to Portlind and the same year
he was an unsuccessful candi#iate for
the circuft beneh, In- 1901 - he was
elected governor of Oregon, defeating
the Republienn nomines by 2 good Jua-
jority. He was reclected to the gover-
norshlp two years ago, and last year
be was nominated for United States sen-
ator at the state primary.

M Date in History.
* 1735—Paul Revere, American
born in Boston. Died there in Illl.
1776—The “Cambridge Fiag” was un.
furled by General Washington.
1801—Ireland passed Into an Incor
porating unfon with Great Britain, and
the thres kingdoms were

1831—Willlam Lloyd Garrisen
‘a::-lluuon of “The Liberator™ h

1848—Ctrard collegs vJ w h
Philadelphis. i
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Turn loose your hard winter, you
weather prophets, if"you have any up
your gleeve. It's never more than a
cool breeze for a few days anyway.

New Year
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FAMOUS GEMS OF PROSE

“Plymotth Rock"—=By Daniel Webster

(From an oration at the 200th anni-
versary exercises of the landing of the
Pllgrims, Plyshouth, Décembar 22, 1820.)

We have come to Plymouth rvock to
recqrd here our homage for our Pllgrim
fathers, our sympathy In their suffer-
ings, our gratitude for their labors, our
admiratlon of their virtues, our venera-
tion for their plety, and our attachment
to those principles of clvil and religious
liberty which they encountered the dan-
gers of the ocean, tHe storme of heaven,
the violence of savagea, disease, exile
and famine, to enjoy and to establish.
And we would leave here, also, for the
generations which are rising up rapldly
to fill our places, some proof that we
have endeavored to transmit the great
Inheritance unimpalred; that in our es-
timate of publlie principles and private
virtue, In our veneration of religion and
plety. In our devotion te elvil and re-
ligious llberty, In our regard for what-
ever advances human knowledge, or im-
proves human happlbess, we are not al-
together unworthy of our origin.

When the traveler pauses on the plain
of Marathon, what are the emotions
which most strongly agitate his breast?
What is the glorious recolleetion which
thrills through his frame, and suffusss
his eves? Not, I Imagine, that Greclan
e#kill and Greclan valor were here most
signally displayed but that Greece her-
solf was saved. It is because to this
spol, and to the evept which ren-
dered 1t Immortal, he refers all the
supoeading glories of the republic. Tt is
because, If that day had gone otherwise;
Greeoce had perished. It is becauss he
perceives that her philosophers and
orntors, her poets and painters, her
soulptors and architects, her govern-
ments and free institutions point back-
ward tp Marathon, and that their future
existence seems to have been suspended
on the contingency, whether the Persian
or the Grecian banner should wave vie-

torlous In the beams df that day's set-
ting sun. “If we conquer,” sald the
Athenian commandsr, on the approach
of that declélve day, “if we conquer we
shall make Athens the greatest city of
Gresee.” A prophecy how well fulfilled!
“If God prosper us” might have been
the ‘more sppropriate hni-um of our
fathers when they landed upon this
rock: “if God prosper us we shall here
begin a work which shall last for ages;
we shall plant here & new soclety In
the principles of the fullest llberty and
‘the purest rellgion, we shall subdue this
wilderness which is before us; we shall
fill the reglon of the- great continent,
which siretches almost from pole to
le, with civilisation snd Christianity;
e temples of the true God shall rise
where now sscends the smoke of ldola-
trous macrifice! flelds and gardens, the
flowers of summeér,
and golden harvest of autumn, shall
spread over a thousand valleys,
never Yyet, wsince the oreation, re-
claimeq to the of civilized man, We
shall whiten thils coast with the canvas
of a prosperous commerce, we shall stud
the long and winding shore with a
hundred gitles. That which we sow In
weakness shall be ralsed in strength.
From our sincere but houscless worship
there shall spr splendid temples 1o
God's : from the sl
plicity of our social union thers sha
arise wise and politic constitutions
government, full of the liberty which|pake
we oursslves bring and breathe; from
our meal for learning, lunltnﬁm shall
spring which shall scatter the light of
knowladge throughout the land, and. in
time, paying back where they have bor.
rowed, shall contribute thelr
great aggreguie of human
and our descendants, through all genera-
tions, shall look back to this spot and
::.t.h,ladhw; with unabated affection and

owledge;

Our Water Highways.
From thea New York World.

The National Rivers and Harbors com-
gress has adopted resolutions favoring:

1. A bond issue of 3500000000 for
the improvement of our water highways;

2. Immediate prosecution of work al-
rendy h-.-u.n ud th beginning of Im
portant mew

1. Liberal mtnprhuonl -for current
contracts,

Speakar Cannon, tha head of the group
of men who ocontrol legislation in the
house tells the congress that he does
not favor the
jix objects on

Canada’ fa spending upon new water-
waya & sum far gréater In proportion
to her resources than that proposed, and
partly by so doing is diverting our At-
lantle grain export trade t6 Monireal;
that Prussia is spending on sanals and

rivers sums
Yo unaided

recognise
mmnﬂmdauhmlﬂ“mm

v
and thée same sum
“volmt_ of

mw-;mm

Cirgis Magazine.

During the recent examination of ap.|™S
plicants for the positio mall carrier,
& ¢olored boy appeared before the civil
service commission, » .

“How far is It from this earth to thel!
moon,” was the Trirst questfon asked
him. “How fah am It from de earf to de
moonT' he repeated, as he began to
reach for his hat “Say, boss, If you's
trh.toputmundnmuldm't
want de job!" and with that he loft as
E:::f’h he were escaping from some cm-

ut.annually fnto the
highways?

The Goose Liver Trade,
In',- the Phiindslphia Bulletin,
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