Believed to Have Inﬁested About $1,500,-
000 in North Portland Warehouse Dis-

trict Within Past

Made Through Secret Agents.

Few Weeks—-Deals

\

Extraordinary activity in North
Portland warehouse property and re-
ports of numerous sales in the tler
of bloeks between Twelfth . and
Thirteenth streets, extending from
Host strest to the river, has glven
rise to the rumor tnat the Harriman
system has virtually econcluded the
purchase of this éntire tier of blocks
at a price said to be in the nelgh-
borhood of $1,500,000.

Varfous romors are current as to the
magnitiide of the deal, but there is no
difference of opinlon as to the pur-
phase, the prevailling bellef being that
the Harriman syatem huas duplicated the
feat of the Hill interests and secured
wn foothold well up in the heart of the
city.

That a large number of quarters in
thig tier of blocks have changed hands
in the past few weoks 18 an admitted
fact, opa broker having newllllad the
uln of & doxen purcels slnee Navember
. whils pumercus transactions o th

by other
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man interests, Charles K. Henry, that
his eopln I.LD & buy Ing any more property
in t e wirehouse district. When asked
about the rumor this morning Mr. Hen-
ry flatly denled that he was operating
for the linr man system in the ulen-
sive realty deals recently put throur
InI the Norlh Portland nmhouu dis-
triet,

Bales in the tier of blocks between

elfth asnd Thirteenth, north from

oyt, have been of almost dally oc-
currence for weeks past In those
transactjons that have been made puh-
lle' the“tote]l consideration will amor |’
to considerably over §500,000, whiwe
short time optians have been given on
a large amount of this property. Two
sales in this district, the total area
equialling  almost a block, were mado
resterday, The Zam estate #old Lhe
alf block on Hoyt street, betweeon
Twelfth and Thirteenth, and John Kier-
nan disposed of two parceis in the block
bounded by Twelfth, Thirteenth, Petty-
grove and Overton streets

The unusnal activity in the tier of
blocks - adjoin) the ‘property of  the
Isnrth Bank hal convineed brokers
llmu n -that district that

n nicrc purrhuin'
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Wagon Roads and Railways

[taly RenderingRelief

in Southern
Difficult — Volcano on
Island of :Stromboli*Is ‘in Eruption.

Destroyed

Rome, Dec. 30.—At least 20 cities in
southern Ttaly and Siclly are in flumes.

Another earthgquake shock was felt to-
dny at lermo, but it did little dam-
Age. .

General Foccin de Cassato has begun

hurning’ the bodles (n the streets of
Messina to ravm Elu’uu This has to
be done under soldiers to pre-
vent cltizens trom lnlerfuriuf

All wagon rosds and_ rallroads into
the stricken city have been destroyed
and the only direct megns of communi-
cation s by water or oh foot.

The volcano on the jsland of Strom-
bol), north of Slclly, bécame active dur-
ing the day and sent up great volumes
“‘I"hm i £ th tehed ref

& migery o & wre refugees
in several of the mosl rioul.l affected
districts was increase by ch ling hall

storms that beat down on the wounded

lying unprotected on the ground.
e devasiated region in Calabria and
Bikily 18 belleved to cover §000 sguare

miles. It extends from the neighbor-
hood of Monteleone throughout the
southern half of Calabria, and in 8leily
from eseina to a4 point well beyond
Catallssetta far Into thn interior of the
island.
General -De Cassato, In charge of the
troops at Messina and temporarily a
ractioal dictator, uested more sol-
fers ang axpr«m»ﬂ e advisability of
uk‘ln Other countries to send troopa
ﬁaulm situation is almost beyond
romm! The survivors are almost in-
sane and the dead are everywhere, Only
the most rigld action and the most fear-
less steps will save _the city rroT
pestilence, which threditens to visit ft
an the fingdl c¢hapter of its terrible mis-
fortunes,

LOVED. AIRSHIP
MORE THAN WIFE

Los Angeles Woman Gets
Divoree—Husband Ad-
mits the Chargq,

(United Press Leased Wire.)

Los Angeles, ' Cal., Deo. 20.—Aftsr
rhnrﬂng Ahat her husblnd caredq more
for his airship than he did for his
fireside, Mrs, Gertrude Trombley ia dl-
vofoed today from Warden M., Trom-
biey, an aviator now living at Isleton,
Saoramente county.

The romance of the alrship and the
wife's jealousy which finally resolted
in divaores dates "back to 1905, when
Trombliey built his first alrship hers,
After hia first successful~ flight the
aviator beeamé so attached to . aero-
nautics that his "wife was neglected,
she allages,

When Mre. Trombley finally socused

her husband of loving his airship bet-
ter than his wifa he rrankly admitted
ft, she said, and threaten to leave
hear forever,
afterward the aviator moved
to Illnwn ll'ld his wife e desertion
of non-support her toehu!eul
nnnndlrgr divorece.
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USES TORCH ON
GOUNGIL CGREST

Incendiary Sets Fire to Jap-
anese Restaurant Build-
ing Which Is Destroyed.

An unknown Incendiary applied the
toreh ‘to the Japanese restaurant bulld-
ing on Council Crest early this.morn=
ing and the entire bnllding was con-
sumed. The tall observato tower did
not eatch fire, although it Is less than
100 fest from the restaurant, and the
wind, which waa almost a ale on the
orest, was directly towards the tal)
structure,

Residents of the Council Crest neigh-
horhood héard several explosions about
5 wo'clook this morning. 'I‘Illt is . be-
lieved “to have been caused
line left in the bullding by
rani people gt the close of t
and was the first intimation that a flire
was in progress.

hen {t was first seen the entire
bullding wag In flames and the wholy
frame structure was destroyed in =&
very shori time. As there are mno
water malns at this point, It whs use-
for engine. No, 16, the Portland

E ights appiratus, to make the climb
up to the symmit of the crest

A, Duchamp, who mlroll the un-
ofl Crest loss will be

ahsut $500, an th. bulldln; was practli-

Iy,
Tﬁo fve arve investigating the cm.
c nmmtlon poin ? to Incendiar-
*{a & been several Attempis
tb l‘alnm Inlldinp on Counoll. L‘rut e~
cently.
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The - jury im the Finch case re-
turned a verdict of guilty of murder
in the first de.'w at ‘83:28 o'clock
this* afternoon. Court convened at
2 p. m, for the aftermoon and the
Jury was instructed. The case went
to the jury at 2:58,

AL 2 Qelogk - this o afternoon . Judge
Bronapugh began reading his jastruc-
tions to the' 12 men who will ' de-
clde whether or not Finch mhall die on

the llows for the murder of Ralgh
B: Figher. More than half an hour was
orfcupied in the delivery of the court's
inetructions, after which the Jjurors
were taken’ to thelr room to deliberate
ona verdiet

The courtroom opinlon is that the jury
will be ‘out enly a short time, HSome sre
of the opinion that if any difference of
opinion  develop# . in the l?ury room . 4t
will be as to the degree of gully, as be-
tween ‘thie  frst and esecond degree.
Finch, outwardly at least, maintains n
cheerful attitude, apparently buoyed up
by hopes thut his story of self defense
has bheen accepted and ' that the jury
will* ind him not guilty,

Brought Back to Facty.
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the uaeml:l fln:ts of llu
Accampuny!u a lucid summing
up of the teatimony with stinging de-
nunciation of ¥ineh, the prosscutor de-
clared that the"defeénse was cooked up
in two places—t legal part of it at
the offices of h lnwycrs, tha gvidencs
part of it _in cmm“v
Flegeral nch's “atforneys
with merciless metnpbor He referred
to them as: "satellites’” and described
Lord as a phonograph, grinding olf the
;{;m‘r;ls that were prepared for him by

I wonder whether James A. Finch is
haunted at night ht‘r those agonizing
sounds-of Ralp isher's “volee, try-
ing to scream mu when he was shot
down in his chair? Miss Burkhart sa
thess were the most terrible sounds sxr
ever heard, and 1 wonder whether they
are lunmtin( Finch now.

Finch Is Unmoved.

As Fitzgernld turned with fliery look
upon ' the defendant, Finoh maintained
hie composure, Durlng most of the
Pruwuwrn burning. address he busied

imself writing or reading parts of the
typewritten testimony. glancing up only
now and then furtively.  That some of
the scorching words were sinking in was
indicated by ‘the averted guse of the
neeysed man,. who did not Jook at the
jury.and the speaker as he has on
other Miye.

With tears stealing down her face st
times, the aged mother of Finoh . sat
just fnside 'the ralling of the courtroom
and’ listened fo all that the prosecuter
had to say while her sop was arraigned
as u cold blooded  murderer.

he defense took numerous exceptions

to thl‘ remiarks of the prosecutor and

several times disputed his accuracy, but

'l;':txsera)d proved that memory. was
st

“His Inganity defense wa# an Infernnl
He" shouted Fitggerald: “and this salf
defense Is an infernal 1le 1t was cooked
up by as bad a gang of villains in the
county Jall ae ever went unhu

Fitzsgerald's raps at Finch's lawyers
and the apt way in which he replied
to thelr Interruptions this morning ap-
parently greatly pleased the spectator
who erowded the courtroom and severa
times had to be ecalled to order when
the prosccutor landed a telling blow an
his legal antagonists, who were Intent
on eonfuslux n.{:d provoking him by fre-
quent iInterruption.

Sally Amuses 0"‘-

The -crowd was })articullrls amused
when ¥itzgerald told of the fferent
theories of Lord and Holcombd as to

PRICE TWO CENTS.. WJ&
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L water and swept over

WAVE

Thirty-Four Thousand of Its
Population Dead — Town
Is Entirely Engulfed by
Sea—Only Small Propor-
tion of People Saved.

(Speein]l Dispatch to The Jourusl,)

Rome, . De¢. 30.—The utter de-
struction of the city of Regglo, which
was entirely destroved by & tidal
wave and which is now slowly sink-
ing into the sea, and the death of #ali
but about 1000 of its 35,000 inhabi-
tants is but an item of the appalling
calamity which - has overwhelmes
southern Ttaly and Sielly and
brought death to 150,000 people ana
destitution to hundreds of thousands
more:;

Reggio is gone, utterly, according
to the report brought to this eity by
the capiain of a company of carbi-

neers who arrived from the lost elty |

today_’.
“"The t-wm was not swall
o & mﬂ%w.
i
loh ro!lod In g wall of
o W

wis loft standin

the entire ulation o
eath instantly. do not think that
over a_ few hundred peopls escaped
allve. When the water receded It wus
found that the lower part of the. clty
was rapidly settling. and It is feared
that. the land upon which the Regxio
is situated will- drop into. the sea,

To the death and devastation of the
earthquake itself have. been added the
horrors of fire, famine, pestilence and
robbery. In many of the rined cities
the devastated districts, sccording to
reports received here today by the min-
igter of marine, fires are ‘raging, con-
suming the wrecked bulldings, the
bodies of the dead and many of the
wounded who have not vet been taken
out of the ruins. At Messina. It is bo
leved, the flames have already done
thelr worsl, and are now undeér conirol
by the soldiers.

fihouls RMob Bodies. 1

But to add to the horror 6f the situn
tion ghouls are at work rebbing the
bodies of the deand and dying and rob-
bing the wrecked bulldings. The so.
diers have orders to shoot down any
man  oapght looting, and many. have
been killed, but -so avariclous are the
fiends that In many Instances they
geem 10 be entirely unaware of or un-
mindful of the danger of instant deaih
from the rifles of the soldlers. All er
forts and rigid enforcement of the law
at Messina have failad to bring aboat
much seamblance of order.

Disease caused by exposure, exlian ;-
tfon and fright bas already broken out
in the nartgquake district, and dis-
patches from Messina and others of thw
wrécked clties state that pneumonia anl
meningitie pre prevelent in the refusce
campa, On account of the countiéss un-
buried bodies it fa feared that pes
tilence will add - its horrors (o the
frightful Jcondlllons that already pr=

vail.
Food Supply Inadeguate.
And the food supply is entirely Inade-
uate, and theére is danger that hun-
reds of Lhe helpless refugees will
starve to death before relief can reaoc’)
them. The terror stricken victims of
the catastrophe who escaped with thelr
livea are scattered for miles In every
direction from the ruined cities
Tralnioadis of. refugess, nearly all of
whom are fearfully wounded, are ar-
riving at wvarious points today, Many
others d!ed on the way. The trains arve
londed at point 12 miles from Mes-
sina, whlrh is the nearest approach to

Not _a buildin
tually
met

(Continued on. Page Four.)

(Continued on Page 5Six.)
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Explosion, Entonths 150 Men
23 * Dead  ‘Taken Out
Already; 42 Injured Men
Rescued—More - Dead to
Be Found:

fUulted Freas: Leased Wire;)

Maybury, - - W_. Va. Dec. J10.—Elaven

more bodies ' were: tsken  from Lick
Branch mina’ this "afternoén, making a
total of 23 . known. dead. wo of the
wounded ‘talken out cannot possibly  re-
cover,
W..Va., De¢; 30.—~The bodies
of 12 miners were taken early today
from the Lic.c. Branch . Collleries com-
pany’s mine at Lick Branch, mnear here.
Forty-two Injured men were rescued
during the morning and It s belleved
that nearly 100 miners are still en-
tombed. The disaster resulted from an
explosion Tuesday afternoon and  offi-
cials of the company are mdua\orln; to
ascerialn its cuuse,

The company eémploys 400 men, but
many of them had left work when the
explosion occurred. In addition to the
dead and injured, it Is not belleved that
more the work-
ings.

The mine officinls are trying by every
means to prpvent Information from be-
coming public.. At neon they admitted
that 30 men were huried im the debris
and all are belleved to be dead.

KING AND QUEEN AT
SCENE OF DISASTER

(Spacial Dispiteh fo The Journal.)

Palermo, 8Skelly. Dec. 38—
Quesn Helens and Kihg Victor
Emmeanue! mrrived at the rulnsd
clty of Messina today. Under
the direction of  the latter an
‘organize?t plan’ of rescune work s
being perfected. Tralns of sup-
plies ‘are arriving. and” bundreds
of men and womeén have wvolun-
teered to pesist ln caring for the
refugees.

The nrrival nf the two  royal
personages .was ihe occasiaqn  of
a pathetic dem tion. Bcoves
of half vrnnd survivors flocked
about them, sowme trying to kisp
theilr nmenu.. others praying
to _ them fqgr p{oucﬁou. Queen
Helena 18 on _the verge of nerv-
ous prostration, bm refuses to
leave her h,

One. h thoysand men,
women and . obildren are en-
camped on the hillsides outsida
the clty. rmn their elevation
they cun” joot down upon | the
 Hying tﬁhﬂhn that :hw onee
ealled ‘home.

Tt i hx«l’ that by towlor-
row t L ring for the
Heing snd the ‘will be' be-
' gum on a faltly well orgunized

Maybucy,

than 100 men were in
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Starvatlon Adds to Mlsery of :
—Messina Is Completely ‘Wrecked—
Relief Work Appears to-Lack Grgan-
‘-matlon-—-—Woman Tells Expenent:e.

Ty " -A-:l-.. Far iy 3
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less.than 150,000,

one -exceéption—in Japan. .

caped death.

are starving.

fantastic shapes.

the public monuments that lined

All the water mains, sewers and gas
pipes of the cily have been destroyed,
apd water and filth are flooding the
torn and twisted streels.’ Gas explo-
slons are constantly ocourring, result-
Ing In the breaking out of scares of
small flves.

Sioilian Superstition.

The rescuers had to contend with a
eupersiition =o' a4 ly rooted in ahe
Siciilan mind that In many cases In-
jured men and women clung to the
crumbling walls and refused to let go

are sufferifig slow "death” by torture.
their'way slowly- and inexorably over the devastated area, and fm+
prisoned human beings, unable ‘to extricate themsc!vts, are being/
roasted to death. Many othersare dying of injuiries, and‘thousand&“ 7

The Palazzati Ruined.

The celebrated Avenue Palazzati, which runs along the sea ftmtt
from the university to the postoffice, is utterly impassable. “All

(SpecialDispatchito: The' Journal .via Chicage:)

Rome; Dec, 30.—The total number of victims.of the. éarthquake
which. Has ;devastated Calabria and Sicily is now’estimated at*not
The calamity is_the most stupendous that ever
fell upon any <¢ivilized country in the history of the world, with: but
The whole of Italy is absolutely stanned:
at the horror, ‘and_at_the. scene 'of the disaster the greater: part of'
the pe«npk are literally . demented -with the suddenness _and’ ml-
mensity of the blow which has fallen ‘npon’ them:

Population Wiped Out.’ :
One;of the;survivors,says that of_the tatal population of' 100000

af the once beautiful city of Messina only a‘small proportion’ es-
Thousands are ‘still -buried in ‘the ruins,: where they B

The flames a¥e still mnlnng

\

into

-._.31_.

this great thoruughfare have en-

tirely disappeared, having been swallowed by the gapmg earth, '

thelr holde“and seek a mor

Of 180 rallway e-mpln.ru lla
tlon at Messins. only cight qh
to have syrvived.

The terrible ‘power of the ea
cannot he tald In words, o~
Ings of Messina were Hot m - sja
down; thejir founditions
yanked from ! ?ﬁr them Lo E
the " other until 'they toppled . v
in Tuins alongside !h!‘lr

A woman gave the ¥

(Continued on

DIES DECLARING
JAILER T0 BLAME|

Brutal Ahuse by Police Oc-
curs at Sound as Well
as in Portland.

(United Press Lessed Wime.)

Bestile;, Dec. 30.—Decla rl.lt
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The streets are filled with confused masses of brick and.mostar,.
beams ‘torn from' the buildings, furniture, chimneys and. roofs. ‘;Jq
.

many cases the streets appear as enormous crevasses twrstcd. c_o
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