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#*HOSE TO WHOM THE
f FUTURE IS RADIANT
" WITH PROMISE

O A NUMBER of charming and
gracious women throughou: the
land the coming af this new year

means much more than the dawning of
any other year of their lives. To them
1909 appears radiant with promise.

Soon one will take her place as first
lady of the United States; another will
be but a step below her in prominence.

Through the agency of the ballot-box
or wotes accorded their husbands by legis-
lators, still others will assume official so-
cial leadership in their states or graduate
into ' that favored group at Washington
that enjoys national prestige and basks
continually in the glory of the limelight.

Whether the wife of a president, a
senator or a governor, the woman step-
ping to higher and broader social planes
will remain for some time in the public
eye, and find her mew position as interest-
iu_g’ to herself as she will be 1o those about
er. .

HOBE who know Mrs. William Howard
Taft are firm in their belief that she will
prove one of the most charming, tactful
and -popular mistresses of the White
House that historic building has ever known.

Happily have nature and training united
their efforts in fitting this gracious and sc-
complished woman for the delicate and re-
sponsible duties devolving upon the first lady of
the land. Then, too, Mrs. Taft is no stranger
to those duties; her long association with Wash-
ington’s official set has familiarized her with all
the niceties and distinctions of court life in a
republie, if it may be called such.

In her girlhood days, Mrs. Taft, then Helen
Herron, became acquainted with the White
House and its ways. Her father was the law
pariner. of President R. B. Hayes, and the
young girl made several visits to the Hayes
family in Washington.

She was s0 young that she was only per-
mitted to eatch bird's-eye glimpses, from hid-
den viewpoints, of the state functions, and im-
pressively attired diplomats of those days, but
such occasions were always times of keen de-
light to her.

Mrs. Taft was the virtual leader of the
cabinet ladies during the time her husband was
a member of President Roosevelt’s oficial fam-
ily, and was of great assistance to Mrs. Roose-
velt, (‘nmcquem?; she is well qualified by
training for the duties of White House mis.
tress and social leader.

A ASSISTANCE FOR MRS. TAFT

Considerable assistance will probably be
given Mrs. Taft in engineering White House
functions by Mrs. Charles P. Taft, of Cincin-
nati, wife of her husband’s balf brother. Grati-
fiestion of Charles P. Taft's ambition to entor
the United States Senate would give his wife ;.n
official connec with Washington social life
that would doubtless ) g to all the
family.

Mrs. Charles P. Taft’s father, David Sintoa
was one of the wealthiest men in Ohio ha
died, a few years ago. The only daughter ahe
inherited an estate valued at £30.000.000 n.r I:‘.-,.
Bhe has long been prominent and ilar m
Cincinnati society, and enter-
taining on a lavis) - '

A pet aversio ] B 8 8. Sherman
who will become the =e ady of the land
when her husband is sworn in as I'T"“*‘i.;ff'n.t
i!‘t M’ar:-h. 18 E-iiﬁ‘l’.;: for a ]r}'.- -’J‘h;..rp
are few photographs of her in o

Mrs. SBherman’s social
marked by elegance and vxel
have reports of them been made P .

Among her associates in the congressio
set Mrs, Sherman enjoys considerah) I"'."l-
larity. She is small of stature snd her ]1-;11:; ;q
gray, slthough it wreathes a foca thut ES: ‘ ['..]
fairly youthful in appearanc Her delight
outside the sunceessful public er of hus-
band and the .St!?ﬂd}' business  advances of her
three sons, is in the companionship of a littls
grandehild, who rules the family with a stro; gf);
sway than s vice president exerts over 5% v
per house of Congress, ?

_ The Shermans are fairly well provided with
this world's goods, and will be able to enter-
fain il a manner beﬁtting their position, al-
though it 1 not considered probable that their
functions will be upon. the same lavish scale as
‘ of Vice President and Mrs. Fairbanks
o 2t is said that the entertainments of the Fair-

' bave cost something like 850,000 over the
of the vice presidential office.

winter is an t.0n6 in the It
xh- ‘.t‘mn g._nm?lﬂe.d t.heen:a:
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secretary of the navy. Although she has been
a member of the Wishington official set over
two years—her hisband having béen assisiant

secrefary .before being promoted to the' head of .

the navy upon the retirement of Becretary Met-
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calf, December 1—her career as-one of the cab-
inet matrons has been 8o short: that the charm
of ‘novelty still remdins.

Secretary:and Mrs. Newberry are well able,
financially, to imake their Washington carcer
notable, Mr. Newberry's wealth being estimated
at $30,000,000.

Mrs. Newberry was regarded as one of tha
most beautiful young women of the country
when she entered society as Miss Barnes,
daughter of Demas Barnes, of Brooklyn, N. Y.
Bince her marriage she has been one of the
most charming and popular of the young so-
riety matrons of Detroit,

When Governgr Albert B. Cumminas re-
signed the highest office in Towa to enter the
United States Senate, a greatly loved and ad-
mired woman, in the person of his wife, trans-
ferred her talents and charm to the wider field,
An admirer wrote of her recently:

904 Mrs. Commins, Des Moines women
cannot say too much in praise. Still a little on
the sunny side 'of 50, handsome in person, of
the brunsette type, with exquisite taste th dress-
ing, knowing how tb order her household in
times of stringency as well as of plenteousness,
with a low, sweet voice, a quiet cordiality of
mamner, choosing her friends by worth of soul
rather than of dollars, she finds these friends
triedd and true. As president of the Des Moines
Women’s Olub, a very potent institution, shs
has been a great success. She is also president
of the board of the Children’s Home, and is
devoted 'to the work.”

LOOKING TOWARD WHITE HOUSE

Mrs. Judson Harmon as the wife of Ohio's
next Governor will be no stranger to state fune-
tions and the social leadership that goes with
high position.. For nearfly two years her hus-

-

¢ band was attorney general of the United States,
| under President Cleveland's second administra-
I tion, It is generally believed that the Harmon
. ambition looks toward the White House, so that

Mrs. Harmon may regard this new year as

' opening to her a vista of great promise.

The re-election, in November, of Governor
M. R. Patterson, of Tennessee, greatly delighted
his ambitious bride, who, it is said, looks for-
ward to a gratifyving social career as the wife
of the state’s executive. The couple met du;in,g
one of Mr. Patterson’s campaigning tours, an
thereby hangs & pretty romance,

When the seeker after gubernatorial honors
reached Union City on a trip, the citizens had
prepared an claborste welcome. Miss Mary
Russell/Gardner was delegated to present Mr,
Patterson with a bouguet of roses and to say a
few words in behalf of the women of the town.

“They met on the stage of the town hall”
gays a newspaper report. “It was a case of
love at first sight. Miss Gardner forgot her
lines, and the nominee was overcome with con-
fusion. The end was inevitable.”




