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EIGH-HO for the old-time Chriss.
mas dance!

T - Ho for the evening of merrit

S wlent, swhen joyous wights trod the stefs while

S the Yule log burned; rosemary grace for the

b Qhristmas dance of olden times—as far back

@ the days shen Arthur and his knights ¢'¢$

ir. A

\Orated in their castles, when the barons
William the Conqueror held their courly on
Wthe happy eve, and

i In the hall, the sert and vassal 5
Held that night, thelr Christmas wassall; -
Many a carcl, old and saintly, h
Sang the minstrels and the walts E

The Christmas dance of clden times has
passed away. At this time, when you are
Sflled with the joyous spirit of the season,
Rvhen you go 1o parties and play modern
L games, will it not be pleasant 1o peep beyond

¢ the curtains of the past and observe how our ..
: -forrffuhm celebrated the day, as long ago as
Sthe time of the carly Saxons and the old
b courts of France?

¢ Of old the dance was a Christmas insti-

L dution. Many persons, indeed, living today
can recall the celebrations of their childhood,
“f.lpccl'aﬂ_\'_fu the South, swhen Christmas Eve
biwoas the time for dancing. In England, too,
Whe Christmas dance has passed within the
Wemory, almost, of a generation., Now,

b games such as parlor boswls, masquerade par-
Hies and formal dances, as the german, have
daken the places of old methods of welcoming
" the season. '

) Agaln the ballroom s wide oben throwe
'he ocak eams fesiooned with the garimidls ge
The red dals where the fAddlers =it wlone
B 2 ere. fushad w pride, Lhe good
L Birike, fiddlers, » *nre ready e
. " Yﬂl-lrlstl f-}lkl feel o eiger for tlie fdance
- "1 i r Roger and the minuet
winﬂ r:\rel in the last pames froim France

-H H Adame

r ACK in the aixth centurv, when King Arthur and
i 5 his noble band ruled Iin England, there were
El . gay times In the royul astie at Christman
J- time, Pageanis were held, there were sump-
fuous bandguets and joyous duncing

- Pancing had even then become the feature of the
Rappy celebration.

B Ploture the merry scene. Tie great Arthur had
b & d sn opposing army at York, won victories In
s mersetshire, gone to the North und attacked the
Pl and Scots, and now, victorlous Lut weary, has

urned to York, restored the Christian churches, and
prates Christmas with unrestralped joy

. There is the great hall, in the Round

ble and Arthur and hie twenty-four knights. Log

blage and Hluminate the mighty chamber. As

fames leap, Arthur, leaning bLack, smiles, while

L O rod 4“‘?‘1 move about tiie Toom. Soetme are in
oy
querade,
n.  MI

int and uncouth costumes Laugh-
« with melodien

enter the

Is sing. Harpers and plpe-playe
Jugglers juggle and the

\ "tt‘*bl'lle\'e the old chronicles which tell

isbrations, temperance was not a virtue

‘those me: men. “When all were satisfied with

or,” wr a0 old historfan, “the tables were re.

} ! continued drinking all evening.” In

3 tm dancing became so frenxied and
L} the church authorities interfered.

thme, we Jearn from the records of
bury, there were great celebrations
g the relgn of Henry 1. All poets
neyed thither and rend their verses

was foasting. The doors’of the ~
to no one., The ladies of thy

b
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court and the gay knights danced and sang, and, so It
hecame the custom, every dance wnsg ('Om.'illdv‘i with a
kise,

Dancing became a manla—people danced at thelr
bomes and in the streets and even bhefore the churches,
Is told by WhHlam of

whicli was believed to he the

A qualnt story Maimesbury,

recital of a sinner who
was punished for dancing, It Ils a curlous commentary
on the customs of the time

"I, Othebert, a sinner, have llved to

It was in a town where was a church of Bt Magnus

tell this {ale.

"
-
= \ o’
Prerpchr Do/l 7re Aorror of Veoeld.
And the priest. Rathbertus, had Jyst begun the mansns, There 7was a revival In lier reign of the pomp which
and I with my comrades, fifteen young women and liud marked her father's court,

sevenlegn youung men, were dancing cutside the ¢hurch.
And we were singing so loud that our songs were dis-
tinctly heard inglde the bulliding, and interrupted the
sarvice of the And the priest came out and told
us tu desist, and when we did not he prayed God atid
St. Magnus that we might dance for our punishmant
1O0F W year Lo come.

A Youth, whose sister was dancing with us, seized
her by the arm o drug her away, but It came off in
tin hiand, and she -idnnnl'ull For o whole year we

Inass.

continued.
“No ralr fell on us
Lhirst,

¢nld nor heat, nor hunger nor

nor futigue nffected us, nelther our slioes nos

vur clothes wore odt, but still we went on dancing.
We trod the earth down to ovur Kknees, next to cur
tiiddies. and atl last were danelng In & pit. At the
end of the year release cane™

Duncing contipued as e popular form of enter-
talnment at Christmas. and in 1348 King Edwarda 111
#et up & Round Table at Windser, in imitation of King

Arthur, and Inaugurated it with teurnaments and
feasin. There was a tremendous celebration at Guil-
lord, concerning which an anclent historian wrote

“Orders were given Lo manufacture for the Oy rist-
mas sports elghty tunjes of buckram of different coi-
urs, and & large mber of masks—some with faces
of women, sut it soma like angel heuda
of allver. 'h were Lo be | nties embroldered with
hends of dragons, tunics with heads and
wings of peacocks and er in many other
fantastic ways.

“The celebration of Christmas lasted from All Hal-
lows Eve, the Jist of October, tiil the day after the
Purification, the 34 of February At the court a lord
f misrule was appointed, who reigrned during the
whole of this period, and was called the 'master of
the merry digports.’

He ruled over and organized all the games and
sports, mnd during the period of Lis rule thfre was
nothing but a succeasion of mu%un. disgulsings and
dancing of all kinds.” All the noblea, even the x{aynr
uf London, had an ofMicer of this kind chosen in thelr
householda.

I'mncing was practiced by the pobility of both
péxes. The damsels of London spent thelr eveninge In
-.innclns before thelr masters’ doors and the country

[

beards
1

rought
-lrrusr?ered

Insaes need upon the village green.
The celebration of Christmas assumed tacular
proporilons during the relgn of Queen izabeth,

Befure the celebration of the Christmas of 1658 the
made n state entry futo London, surrounded by
nnd liadles. There were greal pageants and
dizplays. For twelve days the Christmas
lagted, On the eve of Christmns there
was a great dinner, when the boar's head was brought

queen
lier lords
dramatic
celebrations

futo the greagt cliamber, pnd an old chronicler wrote:

“Dinner ended, the muslcluns prepars to sing a
song at 1the highest table, which ceremony accom-
plished. then the officers are to address themselves
every one in his office, to avoid the tables In fair and
decent manner T . after a little repose, the per-
song at the highest table arise and prepare to revel,

in which time the hutlers

them are to

and other servitors with

dine in the llbrary.
REVELS LASTED TWELVE DAYS

“At both the doors In the hall are porters, Lo view
the comers In anud out at mealtimes; to each of them
s allowed o cast of bread and a ¢andle nightly after
supper. At night before supper are revels and dane-
ing, and so niso afier supper during the twelve dales
of Christmaa."

Dancing was so common at this time that it was
indulged In even &t the Irns of Court. Of the prac-

tice, dandys, writing in 1533 of those bygone days
stated.

“The order of the usual Christmas amusementa at
the Inns of Court at that period would cause some

curious scenes if carried into effect In the present day.
Barriaters singing and dancing before the judges, ser-
Eeants and benchers would draw a house if spectators
were admitted,

"Of so serjous import was this dancing considered
that by an order In Lincoln's Inn of February 7, James
1. the under barristers were by decimation put out of
commons because the whole bar offended b" not dane-
ing on Candlemas Day ?roccdinx. according to the
anclent order of the soclety, when the judges wers
present. with & threat that if the fault wers repeated
they should be fined or disbarred.”

This, then, was the Importance of Indulging in the
Christmas dance! What think you If our lawyers were
compelled to dance at Christimas before the learn
judges of our courts! Yet in thoss dayas swplo dan
al gourt; they danced in the city: they danced In the
country; rich and poor danced allke.
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Dancing was made a feature of the plays and pan-
tomimes, which reached the height of popularity dur-
ing the relgp of George IV. So popular became the
laughable and ridiculous pantomimes that David Gar-
rick, the noted actor, lamented:

They in the drama find no fovs,
But doat on mimlcry and toys
Thus, when a dance |s in my bill
Nobility my boxes fll;

Or send three days before the time,
To crowd a new-made pantomime,

In the early days the dance consisted of hopping.
lenping and tumbling about. Then the Normans in-
troduced "rounds.” and the Crusaders, returning from
the East, brought back the sensuous dances of the

Orlent.

During the mlddle ages the favorite Christmas
dance wae the roundel. To the music of the roundelay
people jeined hands and danced In ecircles or long
processions. A figure dance, known as the morris,
came Into favor during the relgn of Edward III. On
Christmas LEve masquers came Into the halls with
bells attached to thelr gaudy clothing, and would
perform the frenzlied dance.

MERRY KINGS AND QUEENS

Henry VIII was a merry dancer, and on many &
Chrigtmas danced to muslc composed by himself, "Good
Queen Bess™ always took part in the Christmas revel-
rles, and was so Interested Iin her dance that sage
ambassadors were called upon to judge whether or
not she surpassed her sister princesses.

In those days the ladles did not dress as simply as
they do now; thelr colffures were llke towers, thelr
colfs wers overladen with Jewels and osprey plumes;
they woreg starched ruffs, sleeves and skirts of buck-
ram, wide and high hoops, Immenss trains, stiff, high-
heeled feweled shoes, and jeweled stomachers. Imag-
ine a lady in this regalla performing an agile step,

it 1s little wonder, then, that the favorite dunde

was the “pavane” p stiff, slow and stately movement,
performied to majestic measures of musiec, eminently
fitting for a stately dame, a movement which 8ir John
Hawkins declured "resembled that of & peagock.”

But there were other dances—the cingue-pace, of
which Shakespeare wrote, the lively courmntes and
galliards and the brawls, jlgn and fancles. Men fa-
vored the brawls, They were vivacious, aglle, springy
dances, derived from the French and Italian branles
About the Christmas brawl an old song runs:

There is & brall me out of France,
The first yo harde thls veare a,

But I must leape and thou must hoppe.

d we must turn all three a:

The fourth must bounce |t like & toppe.
And so we shall angree a,

1 pray the minstrell make no. stop,
;or we will merry be a

And so as the Christrmiases passed they danced,
bithely, merrily, until, in England, they finally began
to play blindman's buff and othes games in the holl-
day season, and it seemed they became awears of the
older pleasant sport.

Until comparatively recent years dancing was the
favorite amusement at Christmas celebrations in the
United States, Throughout the South, especially.
Christmas was a time of merriment and fun, Possibly
some of you with silver locks can recall these old-
time Christmases, whan joy reigned as it did In the
days of “merry, merry England.

Can’t you see the great room lighted with the glow
of the Yule log In the hearth? Can't you remember
how it was carried in on the bagk of the strongest
negro on the plantation? And don't you sea the band
of lttle pickaninnies frolleking behind, beating rag-
time and singing the darkey coon songe?

And then-the dance that followed, when grand-
mdthaer, mnduth:.r‘ l.u& all the old folks jolned with

the -boys - glr ow t.hﬂ went through the
and the waltges and guadrilles! How Iaughte
Tang out hnd the room, decorated with greens, g)

rSor
Zate

0I5, T Lot S ubsds
o tAhe C ﬁr}‘rf.;;:;wﬂdzde.

with the radlance of the Yule log and the sparkle of
many candles!

Then nuts were cracked, apples roasted and cups
of steaming toddy drunk. And after the guests had
Jeparted the slockings were hung up over the chilmney
by old and yvoung. Those wers merry days.

But time brings changes, and the Christmas dance
of today has developed Into the stutely german. In
Lungland they play parlor bowls, an engrossing game
enough, In Its way, on Christmas KEve. No longer do
they dapce the brawls, nor do the stately dames at

court go through the majestic "pavans.”
Christmas Is Christmas still, uf coutse, but the old-

time dance has puassed. Those were merry days, In-
dead, and of those dancing Christmases Sir Walter
Seott wrote:

Then came the merry masquers in,

And carols romred with bitthesomas din,

If unm <indlous was the setwm,

IL wase w hearty note and sirong

Who ilsts may in *held mumming aee
Traces of anclent mystery;

White shirts supplied Lthe masguerads,
And smutted cheoks the visors made

But, oh., what muasquers. richly -Liuhl.

t'un bomat of bosoms half so | H
EnJIlnd waw merry Enkland, when

Old Christmas brought his eports again
‘Twaa Uhristmas broached the mightiest ale,
"Fwar Christmas told Ahe merriost tale:

A Christmas gambol oft eould cheer

The poor man's heart throueh half the year. .

“Christmas Gift”
Elncient Custom

an

mas hold-up confronts
you, don't explode.

Refuse, If you want to;
but don’'t dwell In your
thoughts upon the In-
creasing depravity of the
human dan’'t exait
the rugged Independence
of our forefathers

You may not yleld
eheerfully to the spirit of
the season when the time
comes to remember the
office boy, the hootblack,
the hotel walters, (the
restaurant force, the ash-
man, the marbage man,
the messenger the newsboys and ut?eru.
Somehow vyou pleture the Christmas “hold-ups” of
bygone days, when a daring highwayman barred Lhe
progress of the lumbering stage coach and coolly took
his toll,

Chiristmas largesse !s almost as old as Christmas

In the South, If you happen to be In any section
that proserves even a modicum of the old-time atmos-
phere, you are llable to encounter everywhere, on
Christmas morning, from such negroés as have some
clalm to knowlng you, the familinr phrase:

“Chris'mas glf"!"

It means, as one of the class favored by fortune.

rROE;

service,

from ¥you the lesy lucky are free to ask Christmas
largesse, and that with no sinking of Independence,
with no sacrifice of self-respect.

The custom does assume the superiority of a glver
~does, Indeed, assume it not very far from the level
of overlord and serf. But that is because it has passed
through the slough of slavery, which was serfdom, In
literal ract,

At any rate, the custom goes back at least to the
aweetest and most touching of Yuletide doings In
England, the Christmas ecarol, That, too, came first
Into being when merfdom was'England's common law,
when the lord of castle and of kbep was serenaded
by hils dependents, and, In his munificent turn, gave
them lordly largesse to drink hls noble health,

But the beginning was not then. Farther and
farther back we must go, untll we reach the very
source of the carol and of the song of England—the
Jongleurs and the minstrels, who came from Normandy
with® conquering Willlamp and were gentlemen ad-
venturers as |ndependent as you please, and very
ferocious nghterd in toe bargain. .

Bo the “Christmas gift,” in the course of the agea,
has had its ups and downs, rapnging from the lordly
acoeptance by a tltled minstrel of plain Yet royal
wages to the humble appeal of Lhe dependent serf,
whose welfare was at his overlord’'s will and pleasure,
The spirit in which, at various periods, It nas bLeen
given and recelved was redally what determinhed Ita
social significance; and there have been times when
that spirit was precisely the spirit of the most pollite
highwaymen who ever bade startled traveler stand
and dellver,

The Christmas waits_of England,
rest you, merry gentiefen; let nothl you dismay,”
soon established the precedent that"whearever they
chose 1o Intone their carols before a door, that door
muet cpen to them hospitably, and a tabie must be
furnished forthwita wih good things of the season
for thelr prompt refreshment.

But there were curmudgeons among them then aa
there are now. Persons who happened to have other
pleasures on thelr hands, and, realizing keenly that
the jovial walts came uninvited, could not perceive
why any one.should play reluctant host. The curmud-
geons unquestionably had the right of |t. but the
carol singers, many a time, burst In doors and wrecked
house furnishings in thelr wrath &t the refusal. There
wis a Christmas held-up in grim reality.

“Christmas gift" fsn't altogether b as It fen't
altogether new. It is only a recrudescance of an ald,
old custom by & humanity whoss nature. in the mass,

ith thelr "God

“changes slowly,

And when it is all gifted down to Iis essence. you

are getting a rather sincers compliment—ths same
compliment his Jongl-uu I bold Willlam the Con-
ellow-cft]

eror, his id Dick Whittingto
Tio Became Lord Mayor of Lendon, it




