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» ENT over the pages of a schoalbook,
3 in a pretty “den’ such as the rollege
3 girl of today loves 1o adorn, studying
Bhard, very hard, at- Bryn Mawr College, near
SWPhiladelphia, is a head covered scith a wealth
‘.r' dight brown hair, in which golden tones
gatch the light that streams from the near
Ruindosu.
& The siudious attitude differs but little
Wfrom that of hundreds of other girls at Bryn
WM axr,. cxcept, perhaps, that it evidences a
Wrific more of intentwess, of concentration,
Whan is characterisiic of most other girls, even
Rdn that place of asstduous learming.
i It wonld wot be espectally noteworthy if
it belonged to any of those ather girls.  Bnut
f is the present attitnde of devation to her
BSiudics, an. of complete mdifference toscard
Bthe rest of the sworld, of Miss Helen Herron
b T aft, the daughter of the President-clect, who
an look forscard nowe to making her debut in
£ ociety in the 1l"hite House, at I ashington.

Few, indeed, have been the scnoolgirls
bscho have anticipated the ending of therr

: ; . '
Wstudics with as desirable 'a sequel, and fewer
those <vho have so consistontly mamtained the

® same unchanged_ absorption in the “grind” of

study, cwhen once the assuvance of the brilliant

W future coas received.

S

It icoa most brilliant future that accaits
hut, then, it is a brilliant Helen

el clen Taf!
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her from her -journey around
parents.

But her one concern, just now, Is with lier prograss
In her studles. She has n keen sensa of her respons-
s!blity as a student, for her father excelled in hiw
classes] her brother Robert leads his class at Yale
In scholnrship, and she hergelf won class honors two
years ago al the Nutlonal Cathedral Schiool in Wash-
ington, and muatriculated at Bryn Mawr as tha win-
ner of tha $300 s holarship for the student pasding
the best entrance examination. [

8o the studious, hrown head that I bent over her

hooks In the cheseful room at Bryn Mawr belongs
1o a gir! who, however splondid the seguet she can
antlefpate, Is far from antleippting anything of the
kind. Whieh 1s as 1t should be—but very often isn'L.

the world with her
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. Pesides the mighty emplre of the sea created by Mig-
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- iress Ching, the adventures of Annn Bonny and Mary
) a eS ]n I 5 Read on the Spanish Malp, for years fanied as the only
wuomen plrates, dwindle tuto Insignificance,
— ~ = Hoth Anne Honny and Mary Head were tried, in 1720,
) i Sl : mander.  Immediately afterwnrd General Lin was de-  for thelr plracles and were condemned to execution. Tha
The H 4 wlay 3 xiraor- 7 ne Q i
he world is still aeclaiming th oxLraor feuted, andl half & dJdozen of his Lest war vessels wers  BCHlence was remitted Lecanse of thelr ocondition, and

&omourmng such w3 no grest nation of the
carthy hus known 1o nturies, becpuse no.

her great nation, cacept IRussia, has for
centurws  existed so completely  under e

tway of ubsolute moenareliv, the teeming millions

tribute of th
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dinary qualitivs of thot exceptional woman, anl
Gpitiet =cems fo be unanimous that only in Cath-
arine of Russia and Elizabeth of agland s it
po-sible to find her peer smong wamen for ull the
atrnbufes that go to make the ruler.
ut in her own empire, on the
was, poeentury ago, a woman whose earecr paral-
folod that of the late dowsger empress of China
cor vlasely that it is hard to refrain from the sus-
saeton that the more famous roler whose “end
came recently did not find her inspiration in the
comiderful  exploits  of mighty Mistress Ching,
gueen of all women pirates.
For there have been women pirates, as veri-
Wy as there roved and robhed such men marau-
dors as Captain Kidd and the buccanecrs of the
u<h Main.

HE Chiness plrates In 1800 dominated tha empire of

e southern s=as, capturing cittes, leyying tribute,

detving and defeating all the forces the vast king-

dom of China could bring agalnst them, rullng the

=ts they controlled with the sameo arrogance as If they

princes of the

Thelr extended from Tonguin o Foochow,

| trelr base of operations was among the Islands at

t mouth of the Pearl rver and along the shore# of the

thern provines of Quang-Tong.

Their were six squadrong of the pirates, the most

powerful uf-al] belng the Red Flag, which was under, the

ctnmand of Mistrexa Ching, widow of Ching Yih, a fa-

" leader whu had perished In o hurritane,

n 1 pirate captives was a lad named Chang Paou,’

- won of a fisherman. handsome and intelligeént, whom
- dead chief's widow chose s her JHeutenant.

in the years that foliowed the nume of Captain Paou

.4 Aestined to become g wiond of dread m= far as Europe

and America.’ But the true terrors, with the trie power,

lay In the dellcate hands of Mistress Ching, whose name

wad one of such dread and awe that subject pirates,

. a it alo
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added to the pirate fleet, In 198 the Chinese government
@l .\ahz\:-.;] 1 shipw to wipe out tho power of
Mistress Uhlog was permitted to meet
thit mighty fores with a loss of 20
prisoners The Chlnese for &

Tsmen
Captain Puou
and he was heaten,
elated, preparecd

ndmirul,
sociifid baltle, .

But now. with her prestige impalred by the first
rivus repulse khe had ever encountered, the pirate queen
resplved thnt her faveorite's daring could be ¢flective only
when directed by her gonluy, She assumed supréme com-
mund of the pirate fleet, and, like Cleopatra, salled forth
to meet the fod, Within 4 few hours the grest Admiral
Tuucn and hig vart sguadron were overwhelmingly de-
foated, and fourteen of tho ships were in the hands of
the plraten

An Engliah prisoner of the pirates in that year found
that Mistress Ching's squadrons numbered 500 large wur-
ships sand 100 smail ones, with crews amoanting to 70000
mienl, What heights the great Mistyess Ching might have
risen to had not Opatae, commandoer of the Black Flags.
concelved & bitter Jealousy of Captaln Paou It 18 bim-
poseible Lo guess, >

Opatae, at a eritieal thae in (he war with the govern-
ment, withheld ald from Mistress Ching's favorite corf-
mander. Paou, in # reckless rage, hurledl agalust his
assoctate an inferfor force., and was repulsed,  Opataw,
in the hour of hig victory, was fiilled with diamay, for he
seallzed that Mistress Ching would punish him o with ultere
destruction. =

In his spprehension of heg wrath he appeaied to the
governmenl for pardon, a boon which sthe beaten and
discomfited Chlnese sdnidral rojoiced o grant  The de-
fection of Ophtas revealod to all the pirates that there
wi® & way open to fhem of escaplng the penalty for their
hideous crimes, with their sole alternatiee the desperate

une of conquering the whole emplre of China, :
lo Mistress

The profter of complete nmnesty even
Ching and to Captain Paois hsiught aboul n grave coun-
ell of all the pirate leaders, Paou stood out beldiy
againgt acceptunce., But Mistress Ching at length de-
clded that the end must come souner or later, and bade
all her sollowers surrender. Paou waks made majar in the
Chinese armids, and the greatest pirate queen who ever
reigned passsd into an obscurity from which histary has
since becu- unable to extricale her memory.

ae

i

peltow-go!dler and

they dled In prison.

Mary Read was an Foglish glirl whe disguised her-
self ss o boy and shipped on an English mun-of-war, de-
sorted, ertered the army, (ought In Flanders, marded o
took up the peaceful walling of inn-
keeping unill her husbanid died,

She resumed her travels amd adventures unttl, beln
'1‘l'l”r"‘fi by plrates during a veovage from Holland to the
West Indies, she turned pirate herself, and was ons of
the most during of them all. She was on the &hlp of Cap-
taln Rackham when Anne lonny, daughter of a Carolina
pianter, whao hinl eloped with that Meturesgue  plrate,
encountered her and the priv fought side by side on the
bloody decks of the plrate ship, the only dare-devils of
the whole company when, In fierce engugemeénts, the rest
of the crew skulked below decks, el

"Quuint John Esquemeling, he of ghe curlous dlary o
treasur=d by ail lovers of books under the'title. *'The
Buccanecrs of Amerlew,” tells In his personal imemolrs of
Sir Henry Morgan's sack of Panama, of a prlsoner
Lrought to Morgan from the Mslands of Tavogs and Tavos
gilli: -

‘A gentlewoman of good quality, ng also no less
virtue and chastity, who was wife to one of the richest
morchanis of all those courniries, [ler yeurs were but
fow, amd her beduly was so grest gas petadventure I may
doubt whether In ull Europe any could be found to sur-
pars her perffetions, either In comelinezs or honesty."”
Morgan sought at Nrat to ynake her his by Iavish gifts

luxurious care. When she repulsed him, ha visited
upon her all the ignominiry and bhardships his evil In-
genuily could devise, and threatened her with the direst
pennities, untll her u_n}'h-lnhng virtue conguercd evem his
abatudoned spirit, and he released her, nnbharmesd.

The gréatest and moest imposing-of alf the world's
pirates;, he hud offered to that girl the position whicn
Mistress Ching attained oply afler years of congquest,
with the allernstive  of Ditter suffeflng and lorture us
punishment for refusal. »

It.Is curious, Indeed, how, oul of the current rockings
of empire and out of past jetsam of the sen, eplendid
morals aprise, fitted to the uses of our most progaic lives,
needed for the wmbltigns of eur. homellest clyilization

and




