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ment Trust on
Financial Straits -

YEZ! Oyez!
Hear, all you who design to
enter Paris and prefer not to leave
hope behind!

After you have counted and figured
and reckoned every one among the many
items of expense for your stay in the city
of the Greatest Amusement Trust on
Earth, after you have added the “inciden-
tals,” which include the tolls of the bri-
gandage that will be levied on you, from
the big price you pay for fresh apples to
the charge of another dollar or two for
the “satisfaction” into which your hotel
proprietor is entitled to construe your
-speechless wrath—then, and not till then,
add 2 per cent. on the totel.
~ That will about represent the tax you
will have to pay for the privilege of sup-
porting the city of Paris and of relieving
the local bandits of their share of taxation.
For, strange as it may seem, Paris is plan-
ning to increase its undersized revenues by
placing a 2 per cent. tax on the hotel bills
of ajl foreigners. \

Is there a reason? There is. It is the
same reason, expressed in the same words,
that actuared the western road agenis who
were holding up an excursion of tourists.

“Oh, my friends,” cried one of the
victims, qs the leader accepted his pockei-
book, “why, why are you engaged in this
nefarious calling?”’

“Because,” responded the road agent,
reaching for his watch, “we neced the
money.”

ARIS needs the money. That's all.
Paris indulged itself in a financial
revolution, for the benefit of the Pa-
risians, in 1901, It abolished the oetroi
tax on beer, wine and cider. That helped the
Parisians along wonderfully, as individuals,

Unfortunately, it impoverished them cor-
respondingly as u municipality. The e¢ity went
broke to the extent-of $1,300,000 a year. By
this time it is $9,400,000 shy on the commodity
which Parisians love better than auything else
in the world. ;

It was at this nerve-racking juncture, when
it seemed as though the good Parisians might
actually be called upon to support themselves,
that Prefect Deselves announced to the Mu-
picipal Council:

“My dear friends, behold, T have a plan, a
key to this inexplicable difficulty. We will tax
the tourists.

“Observe, there is ample precedent. Many
gummer and winter resorts impose such a tax
on their visitors, in order that the improve-
ments and conveniences which the strangers
enjoy may be maintained.

“Does not our beloved Paris impoverish
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irself for the support of its parks, avenues and
musenms ! Who are they who derive from those
splendors the most intense enjoyment? We
Parisians! Never! The strangers are the
beneficiaries.
= “Well, then,” declared the great Deselves,

“let the strangers pay. Millions of them draw.
upon hospitélity every year, An additionul
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It was immediately afterward that~the hotel
keepors  began to breathe hard and sequire
erimson countenances, Was it not enough that
these wretehoed Anoricans should be cutting
their stay in Paris down to the period of a
swallow’s flight for reasons of an unprecedented
economy ! Wus it not more than enough that

. upon the hotel proprietor already fell the for-

cigners' cexcerations as the one bandit who
charged them for ecomforts they neither pes~
eeived nor appreciated? And must he now be
made the hateful agent of an obnoxious pre=
fecture in the enllection of what must be a unie
versally exeerated tax?

So the hotel men sre making very vigorous
objection to the proposed new tax, which, they
assert, will injure the business of Paris as the
greatest show ]Ih'l.'.'l‘, the Greatest Amusement
Trust on Earth.

Toduy most of the “sightsa” of Paris, apart
from those stock exhibits which are embodied im
the famous buildings, the eollections of art and
the historieal localities, are planned and ex-
ploited as deliberately as the acts of a modern,
wammoth-ringed circus.

In fact, the Paris of the sightseer really is
nothing more nor less than a show in a ring, to
which 1t is now proposed to charge an admis-
sion, The ring,, which cireumscribes “Gay
FParis” as a parallelogram would be réquired to
bound the Tenderloin of New York, is, at most,
a mile in diameter. :
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Within that charmed eirele, around which
it would need no Marathon winner to walk in
an hour, the stranger will find, in eircus slang
as aecurate as it is picturesque, “the whole show
and the main squeeze.,” There are plenty of
“lemons.” g

You ean dine, or wine, or both, at the mos$
picturesgue restaurant in the world, where you
can see the most inysterious fortune tellers
reading palms, an entruncing Spanish danger
pirounettine impulsively on some table to which
she has bounded in her gay frivolity, and a
vlittn punzee that condescends to imbibe a glasa
of champagne with any human who has failed
te sevure cutree to the seleet circle at Newport.

1 the sightscer be only young enough to

+ fonlish, or old enough to be childish, the illu-
sialt mav be reveled in for as much as half an

hous It is, indeed, to be here as wicked as the

LIKE AMERICAN “FAKERS"

Iut to any one who has’ever heard the rage

tats notes of the barker at the American side-

foav, there comes the native instinet to look
aind for the snake-charmer, He-Eats-Em-
Iiwe, and the pink lemonade.

They have, too, poetical cabareis where, in
he midst of the steins and the cigarottes thate
rocliim bohemia, and while you are drinking

1 artistic atmosphere and German lager, some

laired  rhapsodist suddenly arises and,
ng back his romantic locks, permeates the
rier with the sad eadence of an imprompty
wi on “Death, in Memoriam for Two Fried
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fow thrilling! He must be the moders.

He mustn’t be anything of




