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i HIS year the national Thanksgiving,
- that testifies to the twelvemonth's
- Lol bounties bestowed uponm the people

b of the land who have acquired so much more
ghan the inheritance the Pilgrim Fathers be-

g .
‘gueathed, presents some very interesting as-
pects. '

=" A large part of the nation, it is true, is

more or less disgruntled because of the
appointment of political hopes; yet the
‘couniry’s crops, in the main, afford ample
Yeround for gratitude, and there is a pretty

eneral belief im the return of prosperity.
" The year 1908, for all its wvicissitudes,
sswill stand out as .a notable—the notable—

\exceplion to. the ordinary. Thanksgiving; for
i0-has been during the year just past that this
wmalion has attained discoveries and achieve-
Sments as great, indeed, greater, than the
Janding of the Pilgrims on, the soil destined
Lfor sheir liberty and their increase.

" Not one, but many rocks of safety in
he wide welter of experiment and doubt
have been won in the course of this remark-
able year; and there is not one among them
g which any of us who have been on the eve
Wof succumbing to the old habit of viewing
i hanksgiving askance will fail to enjoy his
share of the rich results.

o8 OTABLE achlevements, one followimg hard
upon the heels of another, have been perform-
ed by Amerleans or in Ameries, so that, even
as Thanksgiving s pecullarly an American

pstitution, this particular Thanksglving is pecullarly

ones which may be sald to haved i{ts own Pllgrim
fathers, bold and confident ndventurers into the un-
wowns of the sarth and sky, whose courayge and falth
mre already giving to thelr country, and to the world,

Hoons that shall endure froin generatlon to genera-

fionm

8 The parallel Is even closer than any bare recital

. those boons would Indicate; for the true Thanks-

. the first Thanksglving, was far from being

©F the kind we moderns celebrate, far from helpng

v i the Thanksgiving our fathers and our grand-

fires knew.
*Bave for the externals with which some few cen-
of exploration and adventure have surrounded
the people of this country, durlng thls year, have
pd in the same relation to thelr future as the self-
pd Puritans of New BEngland stood when they set

h upon thelr great adventure,

i Thelr rejolcing was made in the midst of bleak

pomforis, on the brink of griave and unknown risks;
It was obrerved as a day clioden to mark theilr
pnt gratitude for the certifude, atialned at last,
through all perils aod reversos, they were come

e Into the possexsion of the land of thelr

_ wWas less an offering of thanks for plenty than the
iprofoundly moving gratitude which omes Lo thoss

Pawho have narrowly grazed disaster and know how to

I?'.jolco over Lbat which barely suffices,

CONQUEST OF THE AIR o

. "The scens has changed, with the profitable passage
M Of the years, from the meager food and shelter, over
awhich those forefathers exulted, to the era where we
L are ready to lament mny lack of luxurtes. Dot so far
f'as the most Spartan of us moderns could think of
“Ql.llnx a background of deprivation and stress, the
~ that followed 1907's Thanksgiving has afforded
":? A Aappropriate rettliig for these modern Bssurances
g the good that 1s to cowe
¥ *Perhaps, of gll among these new Plymouth Rocks
, the year has embraced. the most mmementous s the
Elatest—the subjugation of the third grear divislon of
bafMling world by man.
Oonguest of the alr, dreamed of so long that for
i pre than a hundred years mankingd stoed upoun the
fe pl brink, trembling, afrald, leaves him noe ele-
""uhl, teo subdue. With the epochal achlevements of
Lfwo modest Americans, the brothers Wright, the first
pding” in the m‘.mouphere was accomplished which
_dou d be ‘accepted as assuring actuil, permanent pos-
pogslon and dominance over its =still lmitless and
anysteriogs fields,
|| Even 0, in their carlier day, had the original P!i-
¥ un Falhers followed after the Spaniards, the Epan-
ds after the Norseman, and the Vikings far in the

mke of the daring Aslaties. Their hold on the In.
J they had seized was no more secure
@ lodgment of the Wrights lu the

untold ages after the flght of

than a oentury after the

olumbus of the air, Mont-

¥
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deslire,

Apless loavus, aod mor
e tr!u‘m tI:.! ol the
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oinyun no guestion that in the immeasurable
rights' achievement all their country-
3 the mosi advanced Iin the wholly
of Might the most ready to admit

pirth throsse Vi and dim Iy

e' form of the gle, unim
t of the voyage of Einbad, which alone
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tlon of the effectiveness of the aeroplane opens to
mankind poasibilities never included within the range
of his experience. Preclsely because of that vast
unknown, Its possibilitles are pregnant with more
marvels, while its reality today more closely parnllels
the scemingly trivianl footlield galned by the early
Pllgrim Fathers, )

By contrast to the explaitation of the elusive at-
mosphere, the definite assurance of success In the con-
structlon of the Papama canal, as belng within the
mit of the nation's power, marks another rork of
safety for which all Americans, this year, may well”
Elve thanks,

Until this year, In the midst of resigning chlefs,
disgruntled commissaries and continually dishearten-
Ing eriticlem, that superhuman task, a tragle fallure
when essaved Ly another nation, stil! seemed polsed
between success and Ignominlous disaster.

With the Presldent's review of the findings of tha
gpecial commission of Investigation, submitted to him
during the snmmer, it became indisputabls that not
only was early completlon assured to this splendid
adventure In the domination of the seas, but that it
8 destined to & culmination In the highest degree
eraditable, In his letter reviewlng and commending
the outcome of the work dene under Colonel George
W. Goethals—that plain army man, who, as the sim-
ple performance of the duty to which he is assigned,
i accomplishing the hitherto fmpossible in the most
simple, sllent and buslness-like way—the President ob-
gerved:

The succens has lierally been sstounding Five years
ago, when woe undertook the tnsk, no sane man would have
dared hope for the resyits that have already been achleved.

The commlisslon 1is¢lf, in summarizing the progress
It observed during lts long and thorough study of
canil conditions, stuted:

Tiils year over two and a third milllon cuble yards were

| ; ey —
ureclor of Mhe Kocke/elier
Srslelale for Hesezreh.

steam shovels. thirty-seven 70-ton,
four others were In constant use.
A total of 4146 cars and 302 jocomotives moved the mass
to the dumps. A fleet of 18 barges, 15 dredges and 31 ofher
vessels were at work In the dredging service. On April 20
last, 26,118 men were actually at work for the Isthmisn
Canal Commission, and 7076 at work for the Panama Halil-
road—a totu! of 13,193 men
‘hen we recat]l the fact that this enormous plant is
operated at s distance of 1976 mlles from its maln base of
supplles. Jn Amerlea, we can estimate with more justice
;:‘b':l[ aecuracy the magnitude and complication of the undor-
neg.

The consequences of this far-reaching change which
the Uniled States government Ils making in the face
of nature are to be compared only with the results
that have flowed from the settlement of New England
hy the ploneera of Eurcopean clivilization., Those 33.-
000 men who are sor dlligently at work in Panama
are but the outposts of the uncountable commerce and
industries of the future,

ten 4i-ton and twenty-
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shrewdly layving Its plans, citles are prudently pre-
paring facllitles, stntea In whole tlers are discusalng
waterways that shall be tributary to the limitleass
resources the world-uniting canal will shortly lay
open to utiiization.

Ten years, and no man knows what milllons may
be invested in the aeroplane industry, or how many
thousands, idle today, mey be earning livelihoods In
shop and land!ng stage and. in the alr Itself.

Mercurys winged as the commonplace messengers
of the time, their wages pald for manlifold service,
from the delivery of a letter to the productlon' of
needed rain.

Ten years, and the laden.-flects of the world may be
seeking thelr way through the Isthmus, bearing from
ocean to ocean priceless freights, drawing in thelr
wanke armies of us, who read this now, toward new
mines In South America, new trade centers in China,
new farms in Alaska, new ranches in Australis,

Beside only these two modern Plymouth Rocks ot
the mddern enterprise, with thelr imminent advan-
tages shouldering us toward Golcondas, the high hopes
of the plaln pilgrims of old New England look very
modest things to make a Thanksgiving for,

What they were 80 grateful over wias meraly that
they had reached the place alive, and belleved that
they could keep alive for the years to come. What
we have been In danger of forgetting wholly is that
we havé taken porsession of two great empires such
as our forefatheras glifgpsed only In thelr wildest
fantasies, and tlie priceldss wealths are almost al our

excavated in vach of the winter months—the dry season In o )

Pananma—a millic Yards br-lln; nnnrr-nmmalf equnl to w Yeat that future is so near at hand that whole com- doors.

gaunre mile one fuul dep To brepare this Immenss mae? munities, entire territories, of this great continent Even more near to us, however, are a number of

and to male the dirt fiy to this extent thirty-two 05-ton elready reckon with It as the present. Caplital is nther achlevemeénts that may be less impressive to
A L —
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HANKSGIVING—the
the heart of gratitude for the blessings of

\\'Pl!it:gdil‘l

lins been the burden of many

yvar
sweet sungs of poets.

Ihanksgiving for joy and Jreedom {rom ser-
row, for sunshine aud raing for health and happi-
ness; for this hlessings of rich harvests and a pleni-
tude of good things, spiritual and physical—this
is the spirit of poems for the November feast of
thanks

In 1862 President Lineoln proclaimed as a
nationgl haliday 1he davs af thanks mstituted l‘l_\‘
the Purituns. With the poets “Thanksgiving” has
for many years beon n theme of joy.

NE of the moest thankful of poets, to judge by
O his many poems on that day, was John Green-

leaf Whittier., He wrote:
Unee mars the Jiberal year Imughs out
rer richer stor than gems of golll;

Unhce morte with harvest song and shout,
Is natare’s boidest triumph told

Whe murmurs at his lot today?

Whoe weorns his native frull and bloam,
Or slghs for daintiesn far away,

Henldes the bounteous board of homoe?

) Thanksgiving at home—the giving of thanks with
the famlly—the New England Thanksgiving., when the
table (8 bountifully spread—this Is the theme of lis
famous poem on “The Pumpkin”—the pie of the au-
tumn;:

Ah! f'n'TTIiUHl[J\.'N:‘ Dny. when from Bast and from West,
iom North and from South come the pligrim mnd guest:
When the gray-haired New Englander secs round his board
e old broken lnks of affection pestored:

When the care-wenried man secks his mother onee more,
And the worn mothor smiles whers the girl smiled before
What molstens the Hp and what brightena the eye?
What calls back the pust like the rich pumphkin ple?

Then thanks for the pressnt None sweotar or hotter

E vy smoked from an oven or circied a platier.

Fairdy hands never wruurhi at pasiry more fine;
firighter eyes never watched o’er Ity baking than thine;
Aund the prayer which my mouth |s too full to expross
fuwalls my heart that thy shadow may never grow less;
That the days of thy lol may he strengthened below,
And the fame of thy waorth. like the pumpkin vine, grow,
And thy life be as sweot and ts last sunsot sky
Golden-tinted »nd fair as thy own By

Another poetess, Mra. Margaret Sangster, wrote
this verse on tha “Thankeglvin® Pumpkin Ples™:

80 you hil me to Thanksgivin'. Thank you, nelghbor; it 1s

To krf-:li"l plaln old body like myrelf a0 much In mind
Here I've boen, Jittin® all alone, and a mist before my syes
A-thinkin' liks a simpleton, of mother's pumpkin ples

Then the old lady of the poem
that she has just come from Sarah's, who lives In a
sort of palace in Lhe clty, and has creams and salads,
maide by a French eook, that “cost a fortune” How-
ever, things didn't quite sult her at her nlece's, and
an invitation to an old-fashloned Thanksgiving dinner
sulta her well.

How 1 run oa. Well, thank you, neighbor; I see you want

1o go
I'm comin’ to Thanksgivin®: your geod old wayas I know:
An' my mouth walers, dear old friend, there's tears in these
dim eyes,
For I shall taste the flavor of mother's pumpkin plea
Will Carleton, the New England poet, strikes the
universal note of thanks in his hymn, part of which

follows;

goes on to tell

We thank Thes, Father, for all that is bright—

The gleam of tho day and the stars of the hight;
The Nowers of our youth and the fruits of gur prime,
And the blessings that march down the pathway of

We thank Thee, O Father. for all that |s drear—
The sob of the tempest. the flow of the tear;

For never in blindness and never in vain

Thy mercy permitted a sorrow or paln.

Ag In most of her poems, a devout religlous spirit
ervade: Phoebe Cary's poem on Thanksgiving, It
s an appeal to the grown-ups on this day to make a
trip back to their childhood, and is marked by the
fellcltous simplicity of the writer:

O men, grown sick with toll and cars,
Loave for awhile the crowded mart.

O women, sinking with deapalr,

Pw“tfy of limb mgd:unt 3! hur:.'
arget your years € «and com

An chlilirtn back to childhood's home

Follow l%aln the winding rills,
de to L oJlnru whare you went
ilr"hchcll ng up the summer hills,
In #lr groen laps YoM satl content
And_pofily leaned your head
On Nature's calm and peéace

The poetess Sighs for a return to the woods, where
love first dawned in one’s life, advises one to go into
the orchards and eat the ripe fruits, breathe agwin

|

time

_And wtill more,

the fragrance of the meadow's new-mown hay; to go
bark, too, to the old hearth, to sit at the table with
father and mother and all those you loved—in memory.
She concludes:

And though wheres home has been you stand
Today in alien loneliness;

Though you may clasp no brother's hand,
And clalm no sister's tender kKiss;

Though with ne friend nor lover nigh,

The past |s all your company.

Thank God for friends your life has known,
For every dear, depnrted day;

The blessnd past |s safe alons;
God sives, but does nol take away;

He only safely keepn above

For us the treasures that we lova,

One of the simplest and most beautiful of Thanks-
giving poems is “We Thank Thee,” by Emerson, It

runs.;
For i'vwers that hloom about our feet:
¥For tender grasw, so aall, 80 swesl:
For pong of bird and hum of bee;
For mil things fair we hear or see,
Father In heaven we thank Thee.

For blue of stream and blue of lk{:
For pleasant shade of branches high;
For fragrant air and cooling breess;
For beauty of ths blooml traes.
Father In heaven, weo thank Thee

While it was not writien especially In reference to
our national feast of Thanksglving, Keats’ “"Ode to
Autumn®” is generally considered’sa poem of the season.
The firat stAnza runs:

Feason of mists and yellow frultfulpess!

Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun:
Conaplring with him how to load and bleas
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cotiage troea,
And fiN all fruit with ripeness to the core;

To swell the gourd, and plump the hamxel shells
With & sweet kernel; to set budding more.
lator flowers for Lhe bees,

Untll they think warm days will never ceasa
For summer has o'erbrimmed their clammy celis

_And thus, with all his famillar charm and magle,
the poet concludes:

Where are the songs of spring? Ay, whore are they?
Think pot of them; thou hast thy music, too,

While barred clouds bloom the soft dyﬂ{ day, !

And touch the stubble plaina with rosy hus;

Then imn & wallful cholr the smsall gnals
Along the river l‘llﬂbw." borf;t a
Or umn: as the light wind lives or dles;

nd lambs loud bisat from hilly bourne;
Yo ity ¥ 2

ckets sing: and with trab
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the eye, yet are of equal lmportance to our material
welfare.

The first step was taken thls year toward the con-
servation of the resources of the entire country, It
Is no magulloguent figure of speech—Iit Ils the unvar-
nishied truth—that, untll this year, the venturles which
passed with annual thanksgiving for the multitude of
upon the helrs of thoses early
Pllgrim Fathers were wholly devoted to the wanton
waste and ruln of every boon among them.

1f ever sinners againat the bounty of thelr Creator
deserved 1o go down on knees reverent Iln gratitude

for saving grace at Jast vouchsafed them, the Ameri-
can natlon, at thls Thanksglving, should offer up Ilta
prayer that it has attained the rock of safety amid
its own wanlton wreck of forest, fleld and stream.

The voyage of the American fleet around the world
must take its place as another rock of refuge only
this year reached, although decades have gone by
since the nation Arst suspected that the distant shores
the fathers found must be Inadequate for protectlon
In the changed facllitles and weapons that have come
to the hand of man.

In Waeshington, thils
world congress for the
fixed, for the first time fAirmly, the stand of the United
States against the Invisible, dread buacilll that take
thelr tol} of milllons of the people. There Is no famlily
In the land that does not owe n Thanksglvig prayer,
In 1908, for the Is in. sight from
that gruesome thraldom of our people.

blessings bestowed

venr, the assemblage of thae

extirpation of tuberculosia

emancipation that

And, among the countless victorles of the labora-
tory, few have sct further In advance the consclien-
tiougs adventurers of sclenve (han the discovery of
the serum which Is the antlitoxin for cersebro-spinal
meningitls by the Rockefeller Institute for Medical
Research., A thousand lives might have been saved in
New York cily alone during the epidemle of 1905; in
1808 and the spring of 1909 thousands of familles, to
whilch the antitoxin of meningitis comes as the rescuer
of thelr denr ones, can remember the thanksglving
their gratitude should have Insplred.

Butterflies That Deceive
Birds

Ay Joha T. Timmons.
HE keen Intelligéncs shown in many of our

I common birds I8 Indeed remarkable. The close

observation of many insect-destroying birds

that Inhabit our towns and counlry districts
enables the birds to melect the partlcular specles of
Insect life most adapted to thelr very acule lastas,
although in some Instanees some of the most careful
birds are decelved. .,

Many of our more common birds feast upon the
butterfiies that are found during the summer months.

Ung of the more common butterflics |8 that known
ns the Monarch or milkweed butterfly. It is a large
brown fellow with dark markings, and (s quite ¢om-
mon throughout the whole world.

One of the reasons for the greater number of these
butterfiles |s the fact that it {s a bad-tasting morsel
to the Insect-destroying birds, and but few feed upon it

The butterfiy known as the Viceroy ls a specimen
very =lmilar In appearance, but Instead of the cater-
plllars producing It feeding on the milkweed ns the
Monarch, lhsy‘are found on the willow, poplar and
cherry tre#s, and the fully developed butterfly is
dainty morsel of food te the birds that have been
smart enough to diecover the difference between these
two speocies, d

Most birds, however, are seemingly Ignorant of tha
difference, or afraid to trust thelr own judgment, for,
although n very sweet morsel of dlet for those birds
that have tested them, most birds gilve the Yideroy
& wide berth and allow it to escape., Some sclentists
tell us the Monarch butterfly has been the cause of
many birds dying, but a careful study of true condi-
tions does no warrant this statement, although many
of the birds shun them as completely as If they were
certain death, Others, however, apparently without
as refined tastes, will devour them when other Insects

fre scarce,

It Is not often we find birds deceived by the siml-
larity in the appearance of Insects, but in this and a
few other more rara Instances we find that birds
:gu;:al({ overlookJ some of the most dellclous.bits

Our young friends wilil find the study of the buttar-

fiy & very fascinmting occupation, and one that if fol.

lowed, will bring no end of real pleasure and profit
to the nature studept. P

Some specimens drs extremely rare. and collectors
have been known to pay handsome prices for fine, rare
specimens,




