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A Mouse in Armor

b ERHAPS some of You may remeim-
" gned fo the immense clock which
sod in the hallway of grandpa’s house.
s had always supposed a big glant
ived there you know, and that it was
3 med forth solemnly the half
. gnd the hours. And when she
the door ajar and no one within
felt tempted to hide there, just to
s how it fe!t Then the door SwWung
. mlho wis held fast inside. Grand-
» reseved her, so that really mo
was done; but ever afterward
8 ahe passed along that hall by the
jd clock, she couldn't hdlp shuddering.
iMonths after this adventure happened
L peid another wisit to grandpa and
Fandmn, sccompanied by her tather

mother. As was her custom, she
out to tha barn as soon as she had

' M eviry one at the house, and
saw her friends among the ani-

A she had satisfied herself that

of her old pets had been slight-
when ghe had said “"Good after-
" even to the geese, she made her
back to the house. Running up the
P8, across tne porch and then through
SIE tn the hall. Tinarousty she tp.
ik all. Timorou -

ong. She had aimost reached the
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- REMOVED THE CABQUE

‘s leading to the sittl room on

flonr ahove. when gsuddenly gshe
i funny creaking nolse. Elsie
Ly turned her head. What a sight

] !

md her stood a complets
~of armor, worn by one of Elsle's
jpestors far back in the Mlddle Agea.
1 m tIt nn::?s.thndth!n i‘lllt.::é

1 urnin ea ech tow
or, whils it squeaked and creaked as
jough striving to speak. '

moment the [ittle girl looked,
i them shy darted upstairs
e arana .
dp randpa! the armor has
to life!” she cried L

Of course, all the folk descended to
'hall &t onee. And when father re-
i the casque of the ag'urn what

pu thisk he found? Nothing but a
mounse, which esapad to the foor
the hall. This little

f-maker, seems, bullt his nest

s r, and he |t was who moved
d and made the mysterious

. per how litie Elsle was imipris- .

with & troublesome problem.

Where DID they go?! Closely
hix eye would follow the comet fight of
pale golden sparks, created in myriads
with ench rhythmic descent of the
ponderous hammer, Darting from the
glowing metal like tUny stars, thoy
~would hang syépended in the alr. All
a-glittering and a-sHimmering they
would be, until a falry breath would
blow them out. Then gone wWould be
sputter and shimmer and star. And
litfe Paul would rub his eyes and won-
der and wonder just 'VHITHER they
had vanished.

But Paul was not so much absorbed
in this problem as to be indifferent to
happenings out of deors. Suddenly he
exciaimed:

*Oh, father, there’'s a man comilng
down tha road and he has 2 gun and
wears soldier clothes!™

Bhading his eyes with his hand, the
blacksmith gazed from the doorway
along the one, straggling thoroughfare
of the village. An Ihstant later he bel-
lowed:

*"Pon my word, |f IU's not Hemsen—
young Dick Remsen! Well, well, Dick;
B0 you'rg home agaln!'

The waylarer wgs vaslly within range
of the smith's powerful wvoice, and he
ehouted lustily in return..'Right you
are, John!"

Having cordlally shaken hands, the
two engaged In animated conversation.
It seemed that Lord Howe's troops had
salled for Hallfax, and Dick, & private
in the Continental Army, was home
from Boston on & short furlough,

“Before long,” commented John EIlli-
ott, “we'll see a Britiah fleet riding
here in the sound, mark my words'*
“Then they'll go as did the other
fieet!” flercély responded Dick, shoul-
dering his musket with an esger move-
ment. Turning to go, he observed little
Paul :
. “Have you no greeting for me, lad—no
greeting for your old friend Dick?"*

Paul came forward shyly. Of course,
he always had a welcome for Dick, but
this wasn't the same Dick to whom he
had been gecustomed. HIS Dick wore
no uniform of buff and blue; nor was

T THE smithy, In the glare of &
A blaging forge, Paul wrestled

Lhe Lick he remembered -
4 blg, heavy musket. Durin
Sutlon he had watche
© wlde-uyen eyes of astonizshment,

leather apron the while.
LU fenr soun passed away, however,
and so much did Paul learn from " Pri-
about the soldiers that he
when he himself
could carry a big, heavy gun and march
away to fight.
. :"'N':"ra'i \\P-w-ua passed
ime Johm Elllott enliated In the army
Mre. Elllott, P ana Pai
were left by themselves In the iittle
house—and the village of Bueschwicke
was without a blare
One peaceful summer's day, =till in
the year 1776, John

Harrtet and

Elliott’s predie-
Long  Island
sound salled a Britlsh fleet; therefrom
BWArmed an army
dlers, Lord Howe had come from Hali-
m in the encampment on
troops of 30,000

of red-conted sol-

Island were
well-tralned men
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B

ccame a Sold

“CUT IMMENSE CHUNKS FROM A HAM-

Scarcely two months later there was
borne to the eara of those who re-
malned In Buesckwicke the sound of
sirenuous conflict. The rattle of mus-
Ketry could be distingulzhed clearly,
together with the persistent boom of
cannon. Paul uddled close to his
mother as she And Aunt Harrlet sat
in pale-faced anxiety. At last the
firing ceased; silence agaln reigned
over the hamlet. Wishing to eacap=
from the stifling alr of the closed
room Paul took advaniage of a fa-
varable opportunity to steal away to
the red barn. HIigh up In the hayloft
he Becreted his small person. Cer-
tainly no redeoat could ind him Thera!

All at onee the boy was startled to
hear a fumbling at the door latch.
The door awung open and a soldier
in the Continental uniform staggered
in. After a momentary indeclglon he
desperately climbed to the hayloft,
flinging himself down. exhausted, near
the lad's hiding place. Paul's Arst
impulse was to bury himself deeper

In the hay. Then althourh "his heart

went thump, thumo, thutup! be lound
through the hay
geceening ddm into the wounded man's
dust-begrimed face,
n

N feutenane B corrected the
man as he feebly smiled

Djck motioned

there entered four Britieh

Reasoning from the quantity of p

food had not b

foraging for
n unsuccessful,
The troopers had jested for a while

one of them, busily necupied In sut-
chunks t{nrlin a2 ham
with his claspknife, remarked:

“} belleve about 3000 of tha rebals
They' ve scampered luwnr.d
fort by the ferry. TAlnlt Hgm-

r says we're Eolng to n
tol:gren :gut tgmorr-)w hefore daybreak—

least, so he heard the genernl say."

high bumor 'tramped from the barn.

“Golng to attack the fort tonight!
I must warn our men! I've aslmply
got to do it!" Dick, with an effort.
ralsed himself to his elbow; then he
collapsed,

“Confound this leg!” he moaned, his
ie%turu working wlth anger and

n, P

For a minute he lay ?ulat. his eyes
;Jlonler.l. Buddenly he looked up at

Aul.

“Lad,"” said he, “your father told me
he would turn Dabbin into the woodsa
1s the horse still there?™

“Yes, father took Jupliter away with
him,” replied Paul, “but Dobbin is In
the woods.”

“Peorhaps the British haven’t found
him,” Dick murmured, reflectively.
Looking straight into Paul's eyes, he
said:

~1.ad, I taught You to ride. Are you
willing to catch old Dobbin, and ride
to the ferry with the message 1 wlill
give you? Will you do this—for me,
and for your country?

Paul drew himself up to his full
height, and eclsnched his sturdy little
fists tightly. “Yes, Lieutenant Dick,”
he whispered steadily, although his llp
quivered the lenst bit,

Dick hastily wrote upon' a plecs of
paper. When finlshed, he read aloud:
“Colonel Hall: i

“Am lying wounded at Bueachwicke,
Fort should be abandoned jmmediately.
British attack tomorrow morning.

“"LIEUT, RICHARD REMSEN."

As through In afterthought, the Heu-
tenant scribbled -another littla note.
Both pleces of paper he rolled Iinto
tiny pellets. He handed them to Paul,
Baying: A

“Take this first plece of paper and
glve It to the soldiers at the fort—
that is. if you can. Should Britlsh
men stop you., destroy the paper
(swallow It. If you have to), tell them
'ou have just comes from the fort, hut
ave lost your way, and show them
this other pellat, Now, lad, you'd best
be off. May God bless you!*

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

“'Gol” eried the caliph, ‘yon. weary

R R

come to me

your troubles?

“SELL8 THE GOODS"

¥ou not sufeclent brains to plan?y Lea:
m{! {‘!:’P'I_II think of a mp out of t.n'=

And when the caliph had smoked sev-
€ntean narghilehs—which, as you know,
:gg;n:_ort' of water pipe—he hit upon &

The next da; it was annou
iﬂf?‘iﬂ’.‘“{‘m m.!l ad tdmt the caliph Eﬁ:&

1t to sell merchand
thgr main strk;et. e upoli
course, the whole population of th

clty flocked to where the call I? ug
under his tent, erected on the aidewallc
and surrounded with bales of costly fab-
rics. The caliph had but to fix his own
rricea-—yau may he sure that he mads
hem high eno — and the pla
bought and bought until he h dls-
pn\l:f,d .:u‘f‘F all Rhlmte

Nor was ong fors the
made such vast sums in the w?"%?
profit that hig treasury was n filled,
Iwhereupor!. he promptly retired from
‘Dusiness.” The 'urg first thi he dia
after resuming his throne was to order
the grand vizler put te death, because
of his lack of cleverness, Ho, you sea,
the caliph couldn't have been a very
g?:g“mm. even though he had much

RB. LACERC gared anxlously
across the table at the colonel,
WA who nervously toyed with the
i beforé him.
Aren't you feeling well?" she asked,
pitously. “You look worried.”
S beg Four pardon,” exclalr.ed the
y rousing himseif from his reverie.
fact in,"” he added, frankly ,*'l am
worried. Until lately everything
gone well with my new project for
‘manufacture «f paper ovags from
the woody fiber of sugar cane,
it now the darkies appear discontent-
those in the flelds and the
in the mill. Why, even old
Toby, who 15 usually as open
Bd cheerful as the day, {s moping and
jillen. The hands seem to think they
d higher wages, althoaogh for-
y -they always were contented I
understand it.*

LOUIS EXPLAINS

.

"

: '_ uls and Margueérite listened to this
mversation, of course, without saying
prd. But when breakfast was over,
thn_s.,_,’era trudging toward the
to have thelr ponles saddled for

usual morning eantor, Louls gave
preasion to the thoughts which
foubled them both.

knew pomething was the matter,”
B muttered. “And, do you know, [
Mk It's all on sccount of that nice-

darky girli they cayi "Handsome
who came here to work about two
ago. Her people all believe she
“all sorts of wonderful magic
her voodoo charms. She has a
infiuence among them—an (ofiu-
..... 1 don't belleve will make for

dell you of what happened to
weak? I was paddling in the
\ ] ale Pontchartruin, It
ght miles from Pecan
| measure the distance as
when I crew up under
oypress to re~* a mo-
there cume to me the
mingled :Il & kind of
ed me investigstin
(HE qilletly ax 1 wmt
ey some one on' the
was about to come

-

serambled up the
b nuaber otptut.

=

Ihe Voodoo Qu

e

And sweet potatoes; then agajn Int ¢
bayou, traveling sllently aﬁn&o ::‘:c‘

! “du.lhll.. Yat I'm
0 the boat l% oomy wa paths, shaded .by thick-
- $hat of "Handuome b Frois i

~ "PEERED THROUGH THE LUNDEHRbG Cali

Marguerite nodde 1 hér head thought-

fully, as she réplled, “Yes, there's
something strange sbout that girl, 1
wish we knew more about her.”

"1 have It!" cried Louis. '“Today, of

course, is n holiday, bein All 8B *
S B Salnts

¥. It's ten to one Sue Is holding a

meeling oul there in the bayou i
Pose We take the two hbuumh). and tilfr?;
down the stream in the little scow. We
might be b 1o break up thelr Jab-
barrec and do a good turn for fether
Beécause If they belleve he knows what's
golng on, Fll wager they won't be HO
aAhxious to hejd their counci) again
plan mischief ™ Are you grime*

o
His sister recklessiy Whispcred, “Yes

And soon the two were siealihily !
ng thelr way teward the bum.liinﬁ‘l?::.

uls sccured the two blovdhounds

without being observed 3 )
stablemen.  They quicki?’c::r.yoof; :ﬁ;
paintérs In a moment llyw

hlz'o’:' hid them from view.

® turns of the

BE voyage it was o their -

on.  After winding for n.]tul!dr:;l;:
rough thé 1ortudus DYways: of lhé
bayou, they came to the ja-

oup there  was o goldn.. Over this they poled: then past

of cotton and rica and sugar cane

and cypresf Turtles

CCI\

them clilish,
and black bass

Bul tke adventurers were
not w be tempted today.
after grealer prey.
““Aren't we almost there? whispered
when for hours thay had
y progressed away from Pecan
Grove, In the direction of tl:’u lake.
regponded Louls.
Tren he raised his h d.w
“Did you hear that? he asked in a

Marguerite nodded. From afar
sound of a quavering
chorus, rising and falling in mournful
Aflterward there wa: a min-
ute of quiet, then came a succession of
quick, spavage yells that fell confusediy

thera came the

Louls again bant to his work of fore-
Ing the punt through the tangled brush,
While Marguerite set about quleting the
wha had become exceeding!

}ast they rounded the b
lescribed that morming.
one had withessed

‘You stay in the
while | reconnoiter,”
arefully drawing
pery mlm‘ﬁl}t’ment, he #sldied from one

Iy }fgarwintwimpl.‘Ue Jﬁ:i&dg‘iﬁﬂ
snakes  wonld splash off >
stumps of trets at the 'S nppro‘::ﬁ

Nigpet
“Bring the @bgs,” he articulated with

Whercin the
Quests Do

graclous host—no, Indecd, he
was anything but that. When
the tortoise arrived at his house on the
evening before, he had made the old
fellow welcome, saying:
“Come in, Mr. Torisise, and I shall
make you as comfortable as I can.™
And when the rabbil came wearlly to
a halt before*the monkey's door, and
begged the favorlof a glass of water,
the monkey stralghtway pulled him into

the house and declared that he should
lodge Jhere for the rest of the night.

N OT that the monkey Was an un-

+ go. loo, the kangaroo was forced to

pecome the guest of the kind Mr. Mon-
key.

triously. Bo hard did they work that
by noon the task was finiahed. ‘There-
upon the monkey invited them to din-
ner, aftdr which he speeded them upon
their way.

But It was for the very reason that
indignantly refused
ment that the three Wayfarers wished
kindness in some fitting
he not something
some sort—wlith which they
might ald him?

No, sald the nmionkey at first, and then
he bethought himself that jt was high
time his wheat were sown. Did the tor-
tolse, the rabblt and the kangaroo wish
It would not take so very

to return his

to help him?

Of course the three Would help.
stralghtway slung
grain about thelr shoulders,
field they went, sowing the grdaln Indus-

tha bags of

The monkey had almost forgotten

about his three guests when the shoots
of thae voung wheat began to appear
above the ground. Out to hila fleld
trudged the monkey to examine Iis
growth. But when there he stared
nghast. How did It happen that the
whent grew In such. pecullar fashion?
Then the =olution of the problem pre-
sented iteelf to him.

The tortolse, In sowing. made such

slow progress that the grains were

dropped very close together—so close
that when they grew up thHey would
make it difficult for the monkey ts pase
through the waving tops. And the rab-
bit ran so swiftly that the wheat was
distributed over a vast tract of ground,
only a grain or two appearing in any
one place. While the k.garco deposit-
ed & handful of wheat at each hop, so
that the wheat grew up In widely sep-
arated olumpa,

And the monkey found that the tor-
toise, the rabbit and the kangarco had

‘unintentionally made him the hing
tnnnroml, -

stock of eve one t

:‘a:uo fr?nlzu ﬂ";d r}nu to “5' t .13
ange- ng fleld of grain, and pok

all manner of fun at the monkey.

his mouth, though making no sound,
and beckoning with his hand. - -

With the dogs held In Teash, they
traveled with lttle difficulty toward the
open space among the trees, wheres the
negroes were holding their voodoo meet-
ing. There was no fear of being de-
tectad now, for the darkies wete so
hlarious that they could not have heard
& cammon above the uproar.

Peering through the screen of bushes,
the ayes of the two grew big amd round.
Upon a large box In the middie of a
clearing stood “"Handsome Sue,” garbed
in clothes and scarfs of brilliant colors
in which red predominated. Round and
round the box she writhed In a peculiar
gort of dance, while about her in a great
circle danced negro men and women
with queer, jerky, convulsive move-
ments.

THE NEGROES FLEE

Then, with a sign of warning to Mar-
guerite, Liouls released the doga. Right
into the center of the meeting ground
dashed the two huge animals. One
glance, nnd with cries of alarm and ter-
ror, every megro was in flight. So sud-
den wag the disappearance (hai Mar=
guerlte and Louls could hardly belleve
thelr eyes. They recallsd the dogs, who
wore about to pursue some of the ne-
Eroes,

So ¢xcited were the boy and gll that
they could hardly accomplish the jour-
ney back home quickly enough. And
when they burst in upon their father,
the colonel, you can imagine how in-
terested he was in their story.

“You ghouldn't have done it,”" he sald,
when the tale of thelr escapadec was
concluded. “Nevertheless, I'm glad,-in-
deed, to learn of these doings among
my hands. I believe I can now go abou
remedying my troubles in the pro
way."

As & result of the children's discovery,
“Handsome Bue was discharged on the
morrow. She It was, ng doubt, who had
incited the darkies to make such Unrea-

sonablé ‘demands. There was a ral
murmur of protest ymewhat of
defiance when Bue was t#id d -

A few of the handa
the rest, now reme
ence of the voodad g
the capable workes
merly, and all
vanisn,

erite

ust u teeny, weeny
aps the “?uwn“ ml 5

horrible spell upon them, as

mated by her.old WNirse  Bat Louls
scoffed at the idea and declared He was
ready te meet any n aAudews

—
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