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'\ ¢+ the doors of the police headquarters in Co-
| penhagen. .

i He passed leisurely up the. broad hall-
. -way and stopped at the door of the chief de-
tective inspector. He entered without kneck-

b cials and detectives bowed profoundly.
. “Good morning,” said former Minister
y of Justice Alberti, cordially extending his

= hand. A visit from the formex cabinet min-
' ister, who on his retirement from office some
weeks before had been decorated by King
; Frederick with the highest honor in Den-
. mark, was unprecedented. The officials were

¥ almost dazed.

clared the impressive former minister gro-
ciously. “By all means The officer led the
way into an inner office.

Seating himgelf comfortably in a leather-
covered chair, removing his hat and slowly
peeling off his
spoke slosvly, calmly, gently:

“Listen.. I've come to give myself up.
ilty of fraud and forgery,” he smiled
ully; .“8ee” "He iproduced a receipt
from a bank for bonds worth $2,500,000,
and added: “Those sighatures are forged.

- I'm caught—Ilike a gentleman.”
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The official was da=ed. Mechanically he
summoned an officer and former Minister of
Justice Alberti, once the most poswerful man
in Denmark, the friend of King Frederick and

& * the trusted confidant of the Danish Premier
L\ Christesen, was placed under arres:.
L And before that evening there thunder-
s to atoms in Denmark the reputation of
revered politician and banker; the people
ed that he who shauld have protected
bhe public, who of all men should have been
honest, had embezzled and robbed to an ex-
tent of from $3,000,000 to §5,000,000, had
b ruined 15,000 families, and that of the 40,
b 1000 persoms who had suffered through his
¥ rooked deals, his king had lost a half mill-
. fon dollars. -

\ N ALL history few men who stood so high In
power and public oplnlon have so grossly abused
their opportunities and the trust reposed tn them
Ry, Peter Adler Alberti, member for seven years

of the Danish cabinet and the especial favorite of

¢ King Frederick VIIL .

. Few men In a single lifetime have enjoyved such a
tremendous popularity and later been overwhelmed
With such abuse and public exeeration.

T No man in Denmark is today more reviled tham
. by the former minister. No man Is so hated—becauss
,_ Albert! robbed the poor. Most of the depositors in
e the Peasants' Bhvings Bank., of which Albertl was
[a" prealdent, were peasants and farmers. There Is no
4 hope of restitution, because the money was f{rre-

. Arievably Igst.
i A Tew days before hie arrest Albert]l was the hon-
Thers

ored. guest at the banquet board of his king.
. be enjoyed the royal amiies and roval favor—and all
the while knew his reputation was ahgut.to grash
into frightfu] ruin about him.

For seven ¥Years a member of the DAnish cabinet,
Albettl became the chief poiitical pouejﬁm his coun-

try. A man of tremendous ingenuity anyg great Intal-’
Jeet, he conducted movements, won the support of
both radicals and consefvatives, and introduced laws
ot benefit to the natlon.
Péople honored him, the poor loved him. In some
Suarters, however, his doom was not uvhexpected, for
" certaln "of the newspapers had attacked him for
“m Thelr atiacks were not popular, bowever, and
e W regarded as mere “clamor.” )
8 Teo show his disbellef In the reports of Albertls
. " ing, several weeks before his dlsgrace, be-
v A . assamblage and amid great pomp and
B8 king coanferred upon him the highest
o disposal of the throne,
H wm into the office of the pollce

 ©he/V\IN
. RUINED 15,000 FAMILIES

~  AND.SWINDLED HIS KING
¢ WHILE PLAYING A 2

MAN of portly build, dressed in the
A height of fashion, wearing a silk hat
' and carrying a tane, walked through

(i ing. As he appeared a number of police offi- ‘

“I wish to speak to you,” blandly de-.

floces, the former dignitary_
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the police were stunned. When the publie
uof hias confession at first they could not belleve it—
ETasp !t—c?:uprehund it! And then when It dawned
upon them, and when his confession was verified they
were staggered and bewlldered.

It was lehrned that for fourteen years the most
honored man in Denmark had led n veritable Jekyll
and Hyde existence, that he had used his position for
the most daring. most unscrupulous forgeries; that
his position as minister of Justice was used for pri-
vate gain, and that contracts for materials lo be
used for public Improvements had been purghased at
exorbliant prices from hls own firmas.

What his defalcations actually amount to has as
vet not been determined. Alberti himself estimatés
them as from $2,750,000 to $4,150.000, There is a wide-
‘spread bellef In Denmark that even the latter figure
will be exceaded. .

As It now appears, Alhertl was an opportun|st
Without any definite political opinfens or any out-
lined policy, he seized every opportunity for self-ad-
vancement, falling In line now with one party and
then with the other, acting as moderator bet ween the
opposing factions, and thereby winning a reputation
for level-headedness und s-‘;m:nt business abllity

Albertl, now notorlous as tfie mest daring and un-
scrupuious forger of Furop®, (s the Bon of Kristipn
Karl Alvertl, n well-known and honored lawyer and
founder of the Peasants' Savings Bank.

In politics his father champloned the Interests of
thre farmers and won thelr confidemce. They
customers of his bank, as did thelr sons after them.
Young «Albertl took up the study and practice of law
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and when a young man organized a fire lnsur-
alca cumpany.

A dewsire for wealth filled him. The faver of gam-
hling got into his velns. Has wished to beecome the

greatest power, financial and political, of Denmark
His jife was directed toward this goal, every oppor-
tunity that might further his ambitions was utilized.

His attentlon to Lusiness was absolute: he labored In-

defutigably, He won the honor and' confidence of
people—and success,
In the Intereats of his fire Insurance company

ufacturing enterprises and from friends, even from .
King Frederick himself. .
Charges weore first made agalnst Albertl many years

Albert! was compelled to make freguent trips to Lon-
don, and there, It Is =ald, began té piay the stock

market.

About the time he hegan to speculate in the Lon- ago In the “Polltiken,” the leading journal of Cu‘;b
don #iock market he developed political asplirations. penhagen. Thess aitacks were long l"-DD“‘ﬂuetrllﬂo
This was about 1892, The reform party was then bitter,” but people Dﬂﬁid little attention to Il’l
gathering force and Albert! saw his opportunity. He  Hoerup, the editor. For was not Alberll_ a minister,
1 ;n the leader the confidant and adviser of the king? When Hoerup
aeC noe e L . . N

Opponent after opponent He vanqulshed, and he died Hentlk Cavling took the editorship and con

was swept into office years ago lle was appolinted a tinued the opposition to the minister. Still the pub-

i Wl je Supreme Court. “ - 1le did not belleve,

deputy and advocate in the Supreme Court He pur

“'J;am}i i newspaper and became the most powerful Then—somnehow—the editor got some one In sym-
.nilulcmn in Denmark. To hls credit It must Le sald pathy with him into Albertl’s bank as dlr.eclor. The
t‘:\an}' beneficial laws were enacted through his reports of the meetings were made to the newspa-

and finally revelations leaked out that

the per  editor,

sney, and when, In 1801, he was appoelinted to
e : something was wrong with the bank.

inet and made minister of justice he carricd oul
la:nl;‘er"r:rm« There wera accusations, too, that Albertl used
ME 8.

Meanwhile, as he roso to power and won the ab- his position for private galn. Charges wereo made

that materials for publie improvements were pur-
chased from his own companies, that because of his
pollcles real estate speculators wers able to make
money, which was shared with Albert], and that, fur-
thermeore, he was bhehind lottery companies operating
in deflance of the laws of the country.

Formual charges were framed agalnst him, but be-
cause of the friendship and comfidence of J. C. Chris-
tensen, Danigh brem]er. Investigations were deferred.
Last June Albertl resigned his portfollo on the pre-
text of {1l heaith. It was accepted, and the king, to
show hils confldence in his favorite, Iin the face of
charges, conferred wpon him an honor never glven

golute confidence of the king, he had been upscrupu-
lously gambling with the people's meney.  Wild
plunges were made in the Parls and London markets,
and, almost Invariably, he lost
His method, according to his confesslon, was to

take bonds from the safe of hls saviegs bank and
deposit them In other banks, therchy getting ad-
vances on them. Loans were made on this basis in
London and Parls; only a few weeks before hils dls-
grace Albertl tried to raise a large sum of mongy in

London.
Big sums were advanced to Albert| by many man-
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AVE you noticed something missing this
fall—the usual erop of slangt! That is,
real good, striking, catchy slang words

and phrases.

Not for & number of years has the slang pro-
duction been at such a low ebb. How little really
new and good has been devised by’ plirase or word
makers sinee lust winter? Of course, one hears
on every side the “fine and dandy” miniature imi-
tatitn of good slang, but how little clse?

N

EW slang terms are the life of new slang come-
dies, as they enliven the streets. 1n a WY,
they keep things golng and preserve us from

menlal Indigestion,

There's something delightfuily anconventional, n
Euggestion of a freedom from the trite and hide-
bound, In the use of slang. In the course of time
many s.ang words become invested wWith & certaln

literary repute and become recognized ss good Eng-
lish, . '

For what “gets 'em Eoing" so much asa happy word,

such as "rubler-neck” to the rubbers In a theatsr!
What dellghts the sentimentally incllned ns = “soft"
song with lote of “gush” .words in {t! What becomes
&0 popular as a slang word, and who doubts that “on
the bum,” as a term of degeription “tickled” more
gentle folk than Mr. Cleveland's correct “innocunuse
desuetude' 7

But what Is the matter with this season's slang-
makers? Have their bralns. "petered out"? Or are
they taking a vecation? There have been almost ho
new And siriking sleng “"wurruds” this fall. The slang

crop s

Are you interested In slang?
ized thar

poor,
Have you never real-
“four-flushing” la & more cont#mptuous ex-

pression for the “mutt” who cheats at cards than the
correct English adjective “unfalr"? Or that to call
4 man a "tight wad” s more ¢loguent thasm to call

him “extremely economical”? And would you not llke
better o “smash” a gentle enemy than merely to
“punch” him?7

To tell some one that a friend fs “pinched” is to
Elve a more comprehensive 1dea of his plight than to
8ay re Was merély placed ulder atrest. Slang s
usually terss and exprassive,

Almost T-ery seasoh new’slang words and phrases
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into favor. Bul now |t seems the supply ia
exhausted. Many of the words so popular a few years
&go are already lost in the mists of the past,

One does not hear the expression, “OQ slush.” nearky

so much as one did four years ago. Even; "0 pifle,””
is losing favor. *“@Get the hook™ gave way Lo "twenty-
three, §kidoo,” and even now this eloguent term is
losing ground

Many old slang terms -have become recognized by
the dictionary autheritiea. In the sixteenth cenjury
& “blackguard” was.a menisl who traveled with =
lord and carried smoky utensils. Once a person who
talked grandiloguently was sald to use “"hom-
bast.” Which meant literally cotton wadding.used to
pad hoslery of that early period. It is now a rec-
ognized term in English. Other old slang words which
by usage have been made proper are “cockney,” “fop,”
"‘r"." ..dudeu nd ..'an¢-.

Slang has always beéén favored by the “loidles™
and “gents” of the “dramatic profesh.” Once the term
“greenroom” was slang, becauss In early dave this

come

me of the [l

to any but retiring premiers and made him & mem-
ber of the board of the Great Northern Telegraph
Company.

In the fnce of such confldence what ¢ould the peo-
ple do? What could they belleve? Alberti was a
hero, a man grossly calumnled, and his accusers
found themselves more unpopular than ever.

Albert! himself, alone In his palatial home, saw
the structures of his ambitions tottering down about
him. He foresaw the Inevitable disclosures that must
come—when the officials of the bank made their in-
vestigationa

Here was a man who had reached an apex of pow-
er, His word with his party had been taken without
guestion. Laws were passed at his dictatlon. To him
the king confided his secrets and plans, as the king's
father, Christian, had done before him. He had been
the sponsor of reforms. He had become the ido]l of
the people. Now he waas about to lose their respect
end love, and become the most wilely execrated man
in the cpuntry.

HONORED IN OTHER LANDS

The day before he left the ministerial bulldings
honors were conferred upon him by Greece, Norway
and Germany. His name shone befors men, yes, be-
fore the nations! That he would soon be branded as
a scoundrel, an embezzler, one of the most notorious
and despicable of the age—did this cause him an-
guish during the long nights?

Who can tell?

He stood high In the church; his charities were
many. He was soon to bear the ignominy of a man who
robs the poor of thelr savings. His friends still ral-
lled to hls defense; the king had invited him a few
days before 10 & meéting of the Royal Shooting’ Club,
where he sat next the monarch. What was to be
dope? During all the timle when charges were made
agaionst him he had preserved a calin demeanor, his
eloguent defense of himself had disarmed all suspi-
clon. But now the fatal day had come.

Morning dawned and Alberti, dressed in his best
entered an automolille &nd drove to the police build-
ing. That afternoon the Inspector of savings banks
closed his Institution.

qu’@ of
lang?

walting-room was palnted green. A theatrical fallure
was called a “flasco’”—a slang term—which originated
in the Itallan phrase “far flasco,” meaning te make
fiask. for glassblowers would make flasks, instead of
flowers, of faulty glass,

An “angel” came 10 mean
backing a play, and ths “heavy,” the actor who pl;z'ed
villainous parts. An actress who “turned down” &
sulitor might also be sald to “give him the cold shoul-
der,” or “the icy stare.” ‘Or he may have been “cut
out” by a deadly rival. Or the fair lady may have
“put her foot" on his aspirations And when he was
told to "cheese It,” in sheer despalr he may have =
gone:to a "joy shop™” "and got "tlxhi."" after which
probably he “went on the waler WAEON.

Where and how some of these slang terms originate
muet and will remain s mystery. That they have an
humble origin among” olever denizens of & world un-
used to dictionary learnipg cannot be doubted

Big boy may “kick over the traces” “work & bunco
game” on an “easy mark” and get “rayght wlth.thu
goods."” and ment to “college.” After a financial anle
a broker may be “cleaned” out,” and wlll be a. ken
of as being “on his uppers” or a “dead omne' ) He
may have “cold feer” and “keep out of the gams,~ or
he may agaln "butt In,” "take a plunger” and “make
good.” .

A "fiy" hubby may find that his better l!alf intends
to “make it hot for him" if he doesm't turn Oover a
new leaf, and ever thereafter may "walk the chalk

the kind gentleman

- . iy’ o . Before the Stock Exchange

line.” His triends will tell you'that the “missus” has; TS RO NCUILEION, BOENS B the appaliing con
him *under her thumb.” The son may go to college fession of défrlcation was’ known. That night while

B

and “sow his wild oats” and after hdving & “hot  the streets of the capital wers thronged with people,
time™ &t séhool return home “&ll broken up? and Wwhile frenzied men and women who had lost their
Jearning by experience, may “cut out” the fellows and all wandersd the streats, how""f curses upon the
OraiIE dae” to work. man; they had trusted, Albertl sat in his cell, the oab-

inét held a meeting and lager ruitned-—n_ cloud of.

But few of these terms of description are new.
y - s t has really dishonor upon It. )
f_l‘l,r‘:;:: ;:.the“;:?etgutglro“;wo:md:?' nl:‘n:? There han _ About thirty years ago Alberti's only brother left
been "nothl:: doing.” Théa slang-makers "H‘;‘! jx.:; 3&“?&;‘:&“:&“ :’:: lgfit:ht:dﬂlnpi:;:gdé.“:.:;«-
'y t blink.” .They better “spruce up” An e us,
oa‘: ‘h:.'_l' -. B . ] - ! ¥ - the m_ t‘w’r e s SN - i I
3 . : .- - - -
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