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.il somewhat Involved, but it is none the
ess romantic.
History of Orinocoo Corporation.
" It hegan with the granting of & con-
ecession to C, C, Fitzgerald, an Ameri-
> f .oam, of a tract of land at the delta of
‘the Orinoco river. This contract was
in 1888 by Gusman Blanco, then
president and virtual dictator of Vene-
susla. It mve{:d for a jerm of 0%
:'anla with righ of devellpment and
exploitation, & tract of land about the
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was Guzman Blanco listened to lgn-
‘other American, George Turnbull, who
b mised that he would get th ash-

' Ington government to step in If Blaneco

¢ would Ist him have the big concession.

Thereupon the then dictator, disre -

ing the contractural ohligations of hlis

fwcrnmem. gave the sume ooncesaion
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- Part of the Manoa colony was driven
! from Its settlement by British troops,
' . who foreibly occupled the territory. On
; tha heels of thig came the Turnbull
{ pgrant, and the original Fitzgerald con-
. ©cern was ordered to stop work. In Bep-
* tember, 1886, the Fitzgerald contract
was annulled by executive resolution—
that is by resolution of the president
and the executive counell, but not by ac-
tion of congress.
“Om Againg Off Again"-—Oastro,

After a lapse of nine years, In which
time the Manoa coru%u:y had assigned
its contract to the rinoco company,
Iimited, which is the argpt of the
present Orlnoco corporationMthe recalo-
nization of the concesslon was beﬁm'
This was during the ascendancy of Gen-
ernl Crespo, when the Venesuelan gov-
.ernment axain acknowledged the validity
of the Fitzgerald concesslon.

Work was begun in developing iron
mines on the concesslon, and hundreds
of thousands of American dollars were
spent in the tract. There was every
prospect that the delta seotion would be
opened up to considerabls immigration
and that it would ®soon be & eal
wealth producer, when troubles with the

vernment agaln stopped progress,
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A-u'inr aside minor detalls, jt came to
the point that in October, 1300, Presl-
dent Castro, by executive resolution,
‘agaln annulled the contract with Fitz-
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£ mixed commission which sat in Caracas.
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e That court held In an epinjlon signed . -
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