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: OM, I'm disappointed; dreadful- your Inherltance, stlll anything you telllng him of his departurs, Tom start-
Iy disappointed,” sald Colonel Want at any time just call on me, my ed for Texas

while the fach of the mpeaker - Al right, pop,” sald Tom. “And bHeal over reports as to the dlscovery
remained as blank and ex- sow T'll tell you something you do not ©f oll at Beaumont. Thero were ver-

S pressionloss ms a bit of sole leather, yo ™ o0 0 0 O hrown me over, Way out toward the pass, and real es-
there was an Inflection, and quality of temporarily.” And, leaning over the tate values had gone from $50 an
which verified the declaration with table, he held out his hand toward his {fu ,',;f:’,,‘.“,d more, The chance of a

father, while a qulzzical 1
emphasis, about his lj.pn. S cal smils played asaing of each hour, this chance was
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of a great spider in black and d"’b‘:' poor, and so s aristocratically inde- 4 ) 1

h wis weavi its lltl'o nol ﬂ“: pendent— night, and then, too, with the great
N two . ropes o uglornnﬁgalz, Ao “And silly,” put In his father. gusher and the Immedlately adjacent
d from the time 1 rece ting the _  Fosaibly. ' but wholly admirable” lerritory in the hands of thoss who
_at Yale, T have Mmm..“ continued Tom. “You see. she sees a had made the initial revelation, It wus
£n have just trousgeau In the distance and it {s an DPosslbls that no other paying flow of

so much,” resumed .juhorate one. Moreover it Is her own, ©ll could be found In the whole of
: .% counted so m"gﬁ%f bought with her own earnings.' -

ping In agp. to be my T H -gﬂ, 507" was the colonel's query. a little nub "of territory totally un-
red—- ell. you know, she's an e:eaP‘t-{nn-

only result you could compre- aji. clever musicinn—sings beautifully, Week ngo, was being dimcussed in all
i, the only thing In life which, in ¢ {nora than an lvau;e‘good amatens the money centers of the land, and j
ir estimation, s worth while,” In- nianist and has a fine repertoire s solo the chief” demand at Beaumont was
gpted the son. “Busines as a mal- Yiolinjst, By virtus .of this equipment for surveyors and map-makers. All of
ot dollars_and oents. she has secured an engagement for the thess things interssted Tom, but he was
Hold on, Tom. You're . ! coming winter and will travel all over DOWerless to act whils the morrow,
not care two straws as to the cost tns gountry at the bead of a concert When Miss Stevens and her “troupe
‘the thing. You might have expend- oompnany
aver what you dld use, there "Xfow much 1s her salary? asksd the 40 nothlng but dream and formulate.
ps nothing you might not have bad eolonel with n show of deep interest. And this he
R T anae Tay never onos ~VASL {a she to get? ible, was to gbandon th
s o en “That was the ve epalble, was to gbandon the concert en-
red head, except that' I dld A8~ her when 1 fofind ‘,’Ycﬁ,sfg":gt Ir,,.':r:.dl terprise, {f Helen would consent to
. as an item of discipline, ynon har to abandon fhe proposition’ BSuch & step; next to marry his b
you would keep an accurate 80- gajd Tom, “and her reply wl]? answer
e Jout_Sxpen ltures. Bul What your question. She sald: ‘T will get an & Sudden wedding and among strang-

pd for an
that your college breeding and wmouth, to sing and play for nll Mont as clvil engineer, analytical chem-
ou Kk to me an edu- gorte of clubs and soclettag 1?:: maks B
te business man. cOMpPe- study of press notlces and catch a fresh Lthought, 1 can make good wages thers
® and finance any busl- cold every third day. Incidentally I fOF & Ume at least, and iIf the ofl find
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send
np-t
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hers ZIather. ~Come gquickly” :oOn, sho's wot that. 8he dldn't lesve ® fiood lown in which 1 cas grow up
ed Tom, &8s ha stoo to the unti] ‘after she had a sufficlent ana With the place,
pm of the window, and when the

plonie! hurried to his side to dlscover gepre™ would be {n Houston by the evening of
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n

e and almost Invisible th
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do j_qh like thnm'.' 4 ; . Yes, ghe's been ne a week.” | meating between the engaged palr, unaf-
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. ©om * ~But she's boun ¥y contract.” An 80, with the manager especlall
. “There he goes,” observed Tom, with I'll pay any damage. T'll buy her cordial and sffusive, with the pralt}{
low, repressed enthusiasm. And time and services from her manager” sud-sysd impersonator and reader,
. - &.tmutu. h%“’lﬂc::ﬂ::r pirse & ur iddth. colonel, . homesick, tired and timid, and the ac-
oky po—thera, ph ‘And 80 pay a shrowd, farseeing companist and the baritone maneuver-
‘chorage and his truss {s complete. He's chance-taking speculator for his faith Ing for the honor of escorting the shape-
ln‘luck‘{' s ly, melf-possessed contralto, the little
the ulmd'u he “Thet's eo0,” sald the colonsl eontem- roup found its way to the street and
“Thers ﬂnllt’la\’:gr.Tand tahfet(-r a ¢ c:i:u which ‘bus, and so to the hotel
om, rac

‘and the man doesn't live who oan Idle business continued. p“And 'bc:?d.:s ?E oy lintrics toraliihe perty was
o v quickly disparsed to thelr respective
hi; me in thi_s fashion and win. wouldn't be business to attempt In any rooms. apd then it was that Tom asked:
Win what?' quletly asked thl:n ;lon. such way to discourage a girl who has “What's the difficulty 1 s
5 turped and sat upon g '°.ﬁ;‘°t;o?.‘.ﬂald the gon, “If T oould e iidlymuch money did you bring?"
2 iing,” answered the oolonel not dissumde her from har purposs I'm °°icd Helen
B SBrend and butter to begin with. Why, sure you would fall in the stfort : And $300, at Which He Rotioad & Jsistioos
R o o o v ks LR Pomides, she's all right. ffd cAn more siade of disappointment on his sweet-

, will L] ersalf, oreover, | " 3
. t::l ho; he l:-og;lltmat- {onan e care of myself and propose },‘3:’:\:,,' s‘:w"hen ‘-h‘:“ot;‘uuelrc\!‘:;: r’ll‘?’&‘}
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when Tom reassored her,
telegraph to him
immediately 8
“I'll_ask him for the loan
In the name of Pluck."”

“Better use

'THE COLONEL'S OPTION "-~-What a Man Really Can
ccomplisl:l if He 1s Determined to Conquer the World of Business

"“I'll wire father and get any amount
responded Tom.
what's the troubla?"

ur own name,”
out his watch.
Father stays In his
office from 8 to 11 o'clock ench morn-
and after that his offlce is In his
and it ls the next
impossible to locate him."
An hour later Tom and Helen wars
the owners of half an acre of the Spln-
Top distriet, and had recelved an
offer of $10,000 for thelr option on
the flve acres. They were about to ae-
cept the offer when a man,
and hatless, dashed
m—an old shoe shoy full of lasls,
ilapidated shoes and mended
had been pressed into service
by a rustler broker from Galveston—
and oried out: “I'm authorized to offer
$20,000 for that, optlon.”
“I'll take ft!"
Btevens, and &8s

it's too late now.

{ thing to the

boy. Only, whatever you undertake, Arriving at Houston a day ahead of

BEdwards to the only son,and . .y (o me more bractical' time, 'rong found a eity alez yet skep-

whole of tomorrow before us, and we

eat deal In elight or ten

“and beslides,

sleep a wink
wers to tell] you all my troubles.*

“lI am afrald I won't sleep unless you

Come, what Is [t?" pleaffed

know. I'm a deserted lover. Helen— Itable lakes of the stuff finding thelr

rent, and with the

“No, you must walt untll tomorrow
so good night,” sald Helen, as she hel
her face to receiva the
at the same tlme gent
toward the door.
anxiety and disappointment,
tinued, “Now T d.
I've been a woman of businesa for many
weeks, hove been earning my own living
and have learned the value of silence.
I began handling the present situation
alone, and It {s coming out all right
good nnd let me t
through to & finlsh all alone, There's
nothing so dreadfully eritical about f{t
ANYWAY, 2::;1 I want to show you what

the beginning of
ning delegates on
the following day proceeded with tho
work of naming a candidate,
others, but on account of
the two thirds rule was never ahle 1o
to receive his nomina-
Finally, on the tenth day of ths
the convention adjourned
meet at Baltimore on June 18§,
time,- those who had witndrawn had as-
and agreed to meet on
te In the eity
The Adisruptlon of the D
which had enjoved a v
successful life for 30 years, had at last

When the Baltimore branch of the
reassembled,
w ling followed, At
it still another
withdrew, and the re-
maining delegates nominated Douglas
for presldent,
Georgla for vice-president. In the mean-
ers from the Charlaston
convention, joined by those from tha
Baltimore convention, nominated John C.
of Kentucky for president
Lane of Oregon for viee-
resident and a platform demangin
slavery in the territories

AMES BUCHANAN, who succeeded pression and markin
to the presidency in 1856, was the nd.
last chief exscutive to bhe elected by
Democrats for nearly 30 years.
indeed practically certaln that
even he would have been defeated In
1856 had it not been for the influence
of & few able and conservative men |n
the mnorth, who belleved that Buohan-
an's large experlence in publle affairs,
his acknowledged capacity and his con-
servatism afforded aebeiter guarantes
of domestlc peace than did the oharac-
ter of the flery Fromont. Buchanan de-
after his election that
eat object of his administration
ehould be to arrest, {f possible, the agl-
tation of the slavery question and to
sectional parties. But he might
have sought to tourn back the
4 waves of the ocean with & broom. The
coming conflict was i{nevitable and the
diplomacy and procrastination of Buch-
anan but served to put forward th

d night kiss,

“Not quite,” answered Tom, “but you were much In evidence. It wns possaible
uletly observed Miss

om took a blank to
e transfer, he asked:
“To whom shall

Just then Colonel
the room and learning that his bid had
ted made no effort to force
his way through the c¢rowd which had
gathered around Miss Stevens and her

o freak of nature to end within a fort-

sk out. this secOra enocugh

Edwards anterad

Texas. And yet, Spindle Top heights,

known outside of Jefferson county a

ted the broker,
he sale, and the man who
had brought in the bid answered:
It out to me;
haven't forgotten my cllent's full name,
“Make it out to Colonel Melanethon'
came from the outer edge
of the crowd, and Tom and Halen looked
one at the other biankly as their hands
met, and In the seclusion of the oclose-
crowd squeeazed
Helen erisd out:
om, you're crushinu
And yet, when the
man attempted to release his hand an-
other pressure kept it prisoner,
was perfected and re-
corded, the father, son and flapoces were
reunited, the SteVena Concert compan
canceled its Houston date and disband-
ed and the colonel was called upon to
rearrange his views as to luck.
“But it wasn't entirely luck,” he in-
was mere luck that

cAn ¥
“With my help and ignoranca” sald
as ha took her In his arms and
covered her face with kisses, *
Just how much Tom slept durin
six or seven hours he had at his
eal is not known, but when he rapped
at Helen's door the next morning he re-
ceived no response, and at the offics of
the hotel he learned that Miss Stevens
had taken an early breakfast and gone
leaving word for him =he
ould return within an hour.
#s while, extremely
most disconsolate, Tom was trying to
breakfast that Miss BStevens
the dining-room
with & qulck
laid a bit of

hanged If I

clared shortl
more days o

would arrive. That Is to say, he could

4id multitudinously. The
lan whleh seomed most rational and

time the seced

trothed at on if phe would consent to snuicis -and’ &le

Agreeabls to his announced deter-
mination, Buchanan divided his cabinet
appointees evenly between the- north
the veteran Lewis
secretary of state.

half bellsved would ers, and then open an office in Beau-
opportunity to visit the chief cities west P tak The Ttransfer

{st and expert map-maker. Truly, bhe
was adopied.

Quite different from
and disorganized Democracy, the Repub-
convention assemble
full of hope and enthusiasm., The gen-
erul Impression was that Beward would
the nomination because of his
and hls ac-
But there was mse-
rious objections to his nomination on
the grounds of avallabllity, becausa hia
radieal utterances had m
ular {n man

and south, makin
Cass of Michigan
But no sooner had the Buchanan
istration started than the feeling over
Blavery continued Its confounding work.
Buchanan could not conceal his desire
to acguire Cuba mand the north accord-
umbrage toward his
Then came the famous
Dred Scott decision rendered by the su-
preme court, In which a majority was
of southern extraction and southern af-
The Dred Beott decismion de-
nled the possible status of a free negro.
Thus the supreme court and the chief
nation added fuel to

per by the =i t
There’s an option on five the. dlarugted
district” and

y the side of

rov th n t t
&8 o permanent wondsr that 1 2cres of the

lacing a second paper
he other one,
half an acre.
ve us the ownersh!
o aequlre the full flve acres we must
4,000 and we must have [t to-

“there’'s an optlon on
The money we have will
of the half acre.

glsted. True
Helen happened to be
sher came in; It was
she found the
wasn't lyck

abundantly wsecured guaranty on that Because Tom had wired that he

rowiequsa sbiity
ow a ty.
available options, but administration. S) 3

that she had the money and the pluck

Oh, I don't know,” sal
of these happenings woul
worthless ha
the luck of thinkin
tremity and that
few hundred dollars.'”

“And the lueck,”
“to have a father. By the way,
ou happen to come to Texas?
réead the press reporta as (o
nd down here
you were hoth somewhere
nelghborhood, I thought 1
A couple of benighted

is all right,” sald the father. “DId you pa took, & train Immediately after 4o

hat's easy!” trlumphantly responded
as he took the papers and arose of tho border states.
the first ballot Seward led by a con-
To him surprise hins
nearest opponent was Abraham Lin-
Lincoln’s friends had been assid-
and every suggestion
of his name in the convention city or
the convention hall was answered with
a thundering shout of enthusiastie ap-
On the second ballot
while Lincoln gained
third ballot Lincoln was
nominated amid tremendous cheera and
booming of cannon,
Hannibal Hamlin was
convention adiourned with a
latforme princlples which re-
ecision, denlel
or of & terri-

it not been that I had
of Tom in my ex-
had the luck to

father and have the money hera before slderable plurality.

“No, Tom,” eald Helen, as she tried
fn a half-hearted way to restrain his
“I'd rather not.
half aere we can scll today
§6,000 and—for heaven's
don't walk so rast.
we have the ol! fever”

executive of the 1 F .
uously at wor
Interpolated  Tom, "'y the time the autumn election of
1858 had been reached Abraham Lincoln
n the scene. The term
uglas as senator from
He was a candi-

had appeared u
of Stephen a

Illinoly was expiring.
e date for Democratic
merly friendly to the slave trade he was
now slightly regaining
popularity through an impression of a
changed front.
tten his past record and
forward as their t’
Douglns Abraham
Lincoln, a Springfleld lawyer of hardly
more than loecal reputation.
ocurred the wondrous
debate, tn which Lincoln startled the
country with
apostrophies on the slavery lssue.
was soon apparent that the Republicans
had at last found A man who was the
kind of a leader they desired and need-

and knowing a;.luod 11 vot

can control it. if yvou will pardon my
excitement.”

Thus it happened, that, as they were
riding together over the B0 or 90 miles
toward Beaumont, they agreed mutually
that It would be wisa to ask Colonal
Edwards for assistanca; that tha half-
ncre loaf was better th
all and that In case the
should prove to be a bubble, the colonel
could not charge that they
velghed him Into a mers chance.
you know,” sald Tom, It Is & pet the-
ory with father that TLuck is
and pluck {s a hero.'”™
Colonel Fdwards pay that?
asked Helen almost breathlessly,

idiots back to— For’ vice-president,

“The hum-drum of conventionalities
and personalities and perp
tlons from ambition; effort and luck,”

Tom. ‘1!
“Not If T know {t" 4 Helen, with
unmistakable emphasis,
a month there
ouston, and the colonal had
meanwhile made two round trips to the
urchass a lot of thin
to arrange his affa
the summer In

etual exemp-
he Dred Soott
he right 6f congress
torial legislature to give legnl existonce
to siavery in any

they accord

was a wed-
Lincoln-Douglas popular sovereignty as a fraud and
war of the rebelllon
A frourth ticket emme Into
ntative of a so-called

the flelq, 'rtprv
IJnion party,

Constitutional
of old line Whigs and chiefly marke:l
by its conservatism. John Bail of Ten-

that he might spen
h.lndmn'l!: new home, with

#&nd doliars & year and— gone the limit In acceptin

e [;e‘”}r ones of ‘em tell,” In- "” ep g ald from
rup o

| thoase to call luck, which sent that kindly, yet emphatio In its sh

‘(‘- wane of air just at the right time firmness on the part or hnlh‘r:l;r;‘nr?g

nable the spider to swing 18 Inchas, son, each a defending his convietion By Wellesley Eradmhaw,
80 made It posaible for him to @m to the place, Influence and merit of LEXA
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