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* Men Who Have
£ Given the Unwritten
~ Law a Vogue

OR some time Lurope has been re-
garding the United States with hor-
ror depicted wpon its highly con-

'servalive countenance.

Its shocked attention has been riveted
upon the bizarre civilization beyond the At-
lantic by a fusillade of revolver shots, mag-
nified by the enthralled European imagination
into the idea that the majority of American
husbands were firing by platoons into the rest
of the male population in vindication of their
sacred honor.

The injured husband and his ready gun,
together with his reliance upon “the unwritten
laww,” receive little or no sympathy from
Europe, largely because Europe considers the
sword infinitely more polite, and largely be.
cause it is so experienced in marital infidelity
that the invader of the home possesses there a
distinct status as a gentleman, invariably en-
titled to the honors of the duello.

So long as any courteous blackguard is
L ready to b“% up his blackguardism with his

courage, any husband is in duty bound to offer
him an even chance to add murder to his
other crimes. In the United States the only
course which public opinion can unqualifiedly
commend is the gentle, innocuous divorce. So
- the American practice of shooting the expo-
L ment of immorality with as little considera-
tion as one would shoot a burglar remains, in
European cyes, eminently de trop.

HE world-audience that has been listening to
the squalld sequels of the tumultuous Thaw
: cass, with the protests echeing from New
'S York's insans asylum punctuated with fresb
» revolver shots as another injured husband or tWo
reached for the ready gun, has forgotten, perhaps.
. that the first injured busband to raise the modern
q plea of emotion insanity and brainstorms growing
e out of the demands of the unwritten law—General
Danie] E BSickles—was, with them, also listening to the
revolver shots. and in memory, no doubt, was hiarking
back to that eventful y in Washington when the

shot he fired rang throughout the country.
It was in Buchanan's administration. Sickles was
8 Democratic member of Congress from New ¥York
eity, only 85 years old, extremely handsome, and a
favorite with the Pregident, whose secretary of lega
. tiom he had lLeen while Buchanan was minister to
'~ Lomndon. H!s wife was reckoned one of the most beautl-
women In the cupital, with & dark splendor about her

&li.rm which was lmmensely fascinating.

A ROMANTIC LOVER

Phlllp Barton Key, xop of Francis Beott Key, author

of "The Btar-fpangled Banner” was past {0 at the
time, & widower, and as handsome as elther Bickles
or his wife, but in u slender, pensive, romantie
fashion.
- Much gossip spreng up over Key's attentions to
" young Mra. Bickles. Tiues husband showed no jealousy,
% pearmitting his friend Key 1o act as her escort 1o
numerous balls and partles .

But, as tim# passed his Fuspiclons were awakened
and an anonymous letter stung him into diresct accu-
sation to his beautiful wife. He declared that, break.-
ing down in her denjals, she finally confessaed (o him
with the admission that next morning—Sunday—Key
Was to as through Lafayette scuare, oppomite the
White House, and receive 8 signal from her.

Sickies resolved to ki1l Key, who was the district
sitorney =t the time |f he =xhould respond to the
taking his response as complete confirma-

L. Blon of his gulll
3 lea carried ont the deed precisely as he had
L od 1t. Rey fell, begging him not to shoot again

fis the husband gave him three mortal wounds
his ready revolver.
dishonored me. He deflled my home e
geuld ot llve together on the same planet™ °
. Those wore (he unCompromising terms tn which
B 5 slayer asrumed the full responsibility for I.is
L Al ulficial Washington supported him. J¥s had

M. Stanton as chlef of his counsel in defense
himaelf made not the siightest endeay oy &
r to evade bhils responsiblilty for the homi
Bole contamtion was that
i husband to taks the life of the he
his lawpers did insist om the Lrimd Judge
the jary that “if they bad any doubt as
ar In reference te the homteids o f
of the defendants sanity, they oy, -
L jot of acquital ™
vy ;ﬂ positively declined to a8mit that the Iaw
ive fres morder a husband who commities
af the wife's ruin, bat svidencs was 54
whish tended to show it domestic troubas
j Suped inexnily, sand. aise, that the |nsanit:
st oo o nstant longer than would suffce
eommitsafor of the homicidal act
opt, walled right in mh::
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rtralght back to Congress, a hero,

Slckles was too powerful a character to be crushed
or even daunted by any force of popular repugnance.
His gallant service in the Civil War, the fortitude
with which he sustalned his loss of llmb at Gettys-
burg, his perpetuaily Indomitable splirit later, malined
aa was, forced the nation to acoede to him re-
newed respect.

The Thaw cass, in 1ts trial, differed In no wise
from the Sickles trial In Washington, either in na-
tional notoriety or in averment of Jjustificatlon for
the deed and In the loophole of insanity eclaimed by
the defenss. But the eareers of the two men had
been so radically differant that the law provided an
ineane asylum for the more modern exponent of
aborlglnal marital righta when marital affalrs appear
Lo gO Wrong.

The Thaw case, however, has been neither the
beginning nor the end of the now scandalous Ameri-
oan cult of the ready revolver. And the law has
proved as erratio as were some of the homlicides.

As far back ns 1892 Edward Parker Deacon, of
Boston, who had marrled the girllshly beautiful
daughter of Rear Admiral Baldwin and taken her to
Paris, where she instantly becams a belle, returned
from a journey, found a ¥rench clubman named
Abellle visiting his wife-at Cannes, and shot him dead.

DEACON DRIVEN MAD

Deacon was tried, at Nioe, for murder, amid a
world-wide sensation that rivaled the Sickles trial in
Washington and the Thaw affalr. Convicted, he was
nevertheleas released, becanse of the cirocumstances
attending the whooting, after a comparatively brlet
imprisonment. His mind, never very strong, rapldly
gave wuy, and he became an asylum Imnmate, at Wa-
verly, in Massachussits, hopelessly mad. Death finally
cleared his account on earth.

Nine years later the gulet little town of Arling-
ton, in New Jersey, witnessed the shooting of the
Rev. John Keller, 8 highly respacted clergyman, by
Thomas G. Barker, whose wife had been one of his
parishioners, The ghooting was calmnly dellberate,
and the clergyman, one eye shot out and the other
almost useless for sight, lingered on, praying that
his assallant might be forglven, untll the phyeiclans
agread he would recover.

Barker averred that his wife, who had long been
known to be in an exceedingly nervous condition, had
declared to him that, nearly a year earller, she was
assaulted by the clergyman. The case presented such
conflicting dspects, and the clrcumstances seemed to
s0 condone the husband's deed on the score of an
uncontrollable rage, that he was sentenced to only
five years' Imprisonment.

Yet, only u couple of years ago, In Baton Rouge,
in Louisiana, the law harked back to the unequivocal
condopement of homicide by an Injured husband
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which the original Sickles verdict practically amount-

ed to. ~

George K. Favrot, having served with distiaction
in the capacity of dlstrlct}iudle. wad elected to Con-
greas in November, 1908. is wife was famed as one
of the lovellest women In Louisiana. In the same city
lived Dr. R. H. Aldrich, who was highly respected.

It was sald that Dr. Aldrich circulated reports
about Judga Favrot's wife that were so slanderous as
to warrant some action by her or her husband, whoss
college mate and chum he had been as A young man.

The peopls of Baton Ronge expected that the trou-

ble must come to a head, and belleved that Dr. Aldrich
knew he must reckon with the husband of the woman
he had talked about.

On the day after his electlon to Congress, Judge
Favrot, seelng Dr. Aldrich come out from his office,
in the Raymond Bulldln'f'. gtepped Inside the sw)nging
doorns as he approached the street and shot him thrice.
Al?rlch fell dead. Judge Favrot, emerging, told ln-
quirsers:

“I have killed Dr. Aldrich for sufMolent cause.”

He resigned from the bench while In jall. Among
his counsel was Colonel Thomas J. Kernan, who, be-
fora the American Bar Assoclation, had presented &
paper on “The Unwritten Law of the Land" which
created national comment.

The jury aaoguitted Favrot as summarily as he
had shot Aldrich.

It was in Philadelphla, about this time last year,
that Andrew J. Detsch, with the confession of hias

awalted ona night the

wife thrilllng in his brain,
wham her

coming of Harry Ferree, a fellow-lodger,
confession implicated.

»

Ferrés knocked at the bedroom door. The husband
raised his revolver, remarked It must be a burglar
and fired through the door. Ferree fell, a corpse. The .
prosecution was as half-hearted as had been that

against Slckles. Even the commonwealth could not
bring itself to tri to hang the husband who slew the
destroyer of his happlness In the act of invading the
sanctity of his home. Detach was acquitted
The Halne-Annis tragedy, with all its conflletion
of charges, ia too recent to ecall for lengthy review.
But, like most sensational renewals of the ready gun’s
activity, it had its sequel within a short time.
Captaln Peter C. Hains, Jr, of the United States
Army, promptly pleaded justification after he shot
Willlam E. Annis to death at the Bayside Yacht Club
wharf, New York. In the tragedy he had been aided
and abetted, apparently, by his brother, T. Jenkins
Haine, & magnrine writer. At any rate, the law so re-
garded the latter's conduct, and held him for trial
with his brother. .
Few slayings, other than that of Btanford Whita by
Harry K. Thaw, have excited such widespread intere
est, have created such a far-reaching wave of sensa-
tion and discussion.
+  This ls, porbnpah largely because of public interest
in recent private “executions of the unwritten law."
Only of recent years has the unwritten law made It~
self s0 consplcuous, and one or two sensational ap-
eals to It huve been sufficlent to get almost the civ-
lized world by the ears.

Even the case of Judge Loring, in Virginia, who
slew In cold blood a young man whom he accused of
having made his daughter drunk In order to dishonor
her, attained a much wider celebrity hecauss of sev-
eral other notorious cases In the recent past,

In Bordentown, N. J., Joseph Hoover shot an}
killed Edward Ford, a nelghbor, whose standing In
the community was so high that every one was aston-
"ihfld by Hoover's charges agalnst his wife and his
vietim,

Few expert observers of crime waves belleve that
these are the final eplsodes, even In the current chap=-
ter of the continuous novel in real life, dealing with
the injured husband and the ready gun.

Mseanwhile few, both here and abroad, have any
hope that the American utillzation of the revolver
has in the laast restricted the offense which mont
commonlg lea to its employment.

For the présent, Europs iaughs.
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HARLIE-—oh, Charlie! Get up—its
half-past 6 o'clock, and you'll be late
for work."”

She suoceeded in raising his sleepy

d & few inches from the blissful pillow; but he

back with a resoluteness that jarred the

Ega:n

“You Charlie—do you hesr mel It's half-past
If! M the L"I':tk-“

Farty 12 bed and early Ao rise,
Maker & man healthy ‘t waplihy and wies

br Some Asciest Oyiminal
A pross posts by BEdwin Markham
Not
In the least Only the adwvancs sketch ¢f whgt
may e bhappening Ia & millleon bomes hera if
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Half lifted, he stared at the insolemt dial.

Yes; it was half-past 6. He leaped out, and drew
the window curtain.
Erebus.

The night hvng black as

It was the beginning of the terrific war on

clocks, the war which had been imported from
England, where they didn’t like the new time ar-
rangement sny better than here.

shead should gltingatsly gain their geal and Amaerics
should seak to profit by their exampis

movemant bas had many snd most earnest

iand
tn in_ copditions which all Eagiand

The
It had 1ts »

recogr 4 deplored

T.;n.-c "ﬂm mmﬂﬂ pointed to the faot
mtna-ul- with that fag of over-
work usder which i

man, from sheer
sheer force 22 will
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the wornout bodily energy. goes to his job every daYy,
at the regular hour, and then lies up against it, doing
so0 little that he might as well be loafing

For years there had bdeen lamentation over the
decadence of the erstwhile mighty Hritish meshanie,
sccusing him of idling whensver he was not directly
under the "“masters” eye and, when he was ahowiag
a truly nefarious artfuiness in accomplishing lﬂﬂllﬂl.
while he appearad to be working steadily.

But, & few yoirs ago, the very classes who ware In
the habit of {o-vin‘ bricks of admenition at the
British working man thempelves gave disconcerting
evidence of the same disarder. Among the well-to-da,
whose bralns were very urgentir need in the man-
agement of their various businesses and enterprisea
of In the couniry's polities, the “weak-+nd™ spread te

such extant that the working week, nor-
mall '.“&T?:‘;"u s, with Susday for notmal, B ur-
tnnrnﬂ. was pared down to four dsys and A A
{1 Mus dcwn to & country house for a Satur-
hollday, rosh back ia the amail ba==
:nlufég} - n!km m tewn
Susday bete to deat
- - ¥
g - ¥ -

No; better knock off work sensibly Friday evening,
enjoy a decent rest, and be fuill of vim by Monday.
But this business of using a week-end Saturday morn-
ing—why, you might as weil leave town Saturday
afternoon. Better quit work early Friday—say, about
noon—travel comfortably, and have all day Saturday
for satisfying relaxation.

Then came the bank clerks, and other pallta em-
ployes, whose firms perceived they would be all the
better for a break in the working afternoon—just a
few minutes, you know, whila tea could be served—
sort of & pick-me-up, to Increase the efficlency of the
office force,

At that agresable stage of the paring-down process
on the working day, Great Britaln suddenly awoke to
the appalling fact that Germany, whers everybody
manufactured and clerked and sawed wood as long
as anybody was able, was Invading the world's marketa
ke an Irresistible avalanche. Worse—Germany was
actually capturing England’'s own home market with
almost anything she chose to export to Grept Britain.

The searching of hearts and the searing of con-
sclences followed. But loafing on the job, week-ends,
and afternoon tea, and all the other handicaps of a
nation overwearied with generations of work and
nights devoted to pleasures more or less exhausting,
were too strongly entrenched, each In its conceded
privileges, to bs done away with :

It was then that the proposal ran llke w!lldfire, all
over Great Britain, 1o push the ¢lock an hour ahead
Everybody would have to get up an hour earlier, by
the clock; and everybody would, by the same old clock,
stop work an hour earlier.

It looked like tweedledum va tweedledee, so far
as the actualr working time goes that can be chiseled
out of twenty-four hours. But the adherents of the
movement contended that the eariy hours of the day
possess A vitalizsing powsr which would assure the
early-rizing nation more energy in its labors; that
the day's rest would come al an eariler Mour, and s
be less profligatsiy snjoyed; Iin short, that the hours
ahead ruse would be a wheolesale trick on humanity
to make It healthy, and so, prosperous

Now, when an Englishman wants anything, fram
A poroga plaster to Ao miracle by Joshus, he proposes
an sot of Parllament “The daylight BUHL™ as 1t s
known, bas siready won the favor of Lhe seiect com-
mittes in the Houss of Commons, and o obe in Eng-
mnd will be sturprised If 1t be In active eperation by
Aprll naxt

The waorld s such a tight littls ball of mud now-
adaye that ne natien, like Great Britain, can so tre-
mendou alter its activitiss without directly affect-
ing the nited in some measure—as for ox-
amplsa, In Swock %ﬂltun where eves now,
only twe hours are & for all transactions be-
treen America and Burope
ladirecily, by the force of exampie. !t may lead to
similar mevement here; or, sheuld I (mprove Great

‘. n her i "nh
and m' te '-W -: hour a -
cam
ot the eariy-cimng mevement




