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CUSTOMS DUTY

RUSES OF THOSE WHO
WOULD ESCAPE THE

customs official approached her..
“Apart from your baggage, madam,’

he observed, with an ineffectual endeavor to

‘dull the gleam of intense interest in his eyes,
#is there anything else you have that is duti-
gble and you wish to declare?”’

. “I can’t say I have anything I really
wish to declare,” was her laughing response,
whereat the gleam flared, like a sudden,
harsh joy, in his piercing glance. “But there
is something which, I suppouse, g{ou customs
people can compel me to declare. Here’—and
her inquisitor looked completely disgusted as
she passed it 1o him, open—"‘is an imporia-
tion I suppose you may consider dutiable.”

On the brilliant scintillations of a hand-
ful of unset diamonds the treasury agent
snapped the lid irritably,

“We have information” he declared,
“that you are bringing in a necklace of dia-
wmonds, valued at $20,000.”

“My good man,” answered the passen-
ger, “if you find the necklace you refer to you
are at liberty to comfiscate it. I believe your
Susiness with me is ended.”

The treasury agent turned on his heel,
for be was mad, clear through.

“Anmother of those confounded legal
smugglers” he gritted, wrathfully. “After
awhile they'll run a pipe line for women’s
diamonds from here to Kimberley.”

A customs officlal, her escort at her side, with a
noble chaln of dlamonds, perfectly graduated In

stze, admirably set, pure as a clear winter sky in thelr
eolor, flashing about her bared throat.

Now, the lady d1d not know the treasury agent so-
elally; and he had no clalm whatever upon her ac-
quaintance. The sngry look he conferred upon those
gleaming jewels and that lovely throat was encugh to
deny him bher friendship forever, even though he rose
to a cablnet office

Yet the wearer of the necklace, as she passed. con-

ferred upon him a smile n Aazeling even than her
g4 smlle that constralned him to a distant ac-

owledging bow and, as e it beyond hearing. a
muttered word or two which were very

»

COUPLE of montha later, during the Intermls-
slon at one of the great operas, she passed the

2 L reprehensible
“Who's your new friend Nellle™ asked her escort
curiously.
“FriendT™ she echoed, laughing Lapplly. "Oh, no-—
that is my latest. and most inexpensive foe | was
merely grindiog him into the dust

if the orfental abasement of eating dirt

ayey forced upom a White map. that customs
been subjected to it ste the woman

20 calmly outwitted him, the Treasury De-

and the Congress of the United States finunt

d neckiace before @is very eyes—|t was

an 0 make apy conscientlous customs officer

ough
throw up hls job
Ustll the last year of s0 that inborn passion of
Bnmnn{ for securing something for nothing, whic
atiains its climax of temptation when lovely wormar
sarounters horrid customs officers. wrought the undo
of many & leader of soclety. '
Also, It wrought the loss of the jewelry they had
sudeavered In valn to amuggie, togehier wiit

customs

duties in some cases and in all, iaw fees omt of
all proportion 1o the cmsf valuss jeopardy: be
Shuse one’'s soclal reputation seems perfectly securs
£ the profitable Nttle Joke you've played on Uncls

turng iato grim courthouse drama and the only

ubder the sun (hat oap save You s the
best legal talent (n the United States which
comes b the better your position and tte
rou B

Row-—ah Bow you reflect on all the mischances
% befplien other charming smugxliers—of
Bot guite so Jovelr a» ‘9! but very wheedling.
lesp—and you bethink ryourself that youli
np
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Banks of & relative, Un-

when youw have of money and & gratn

seanee, & o posttion 1o soar

the etamon, second-cadin

oy ean. and rhould have the
befere
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HE handsome woman on the big liner
smiled pleasedly as the New York
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anything doubtful, just as enterprising rallway direot-
ors_do.

Then you would learn that, to sneak through even
80 amall an object an a dilamond necklace, you would
have to fget up in your dear Paris so early that 3
A. M would be the bést time to make your purchase
at the fawelar's,

Even then, the chances are bitterly against you,
for the omnipresent treasury agent would learn from
he jeweler that he had sold you such an ornament,
and would be cabling the department in the Unlited
States to watch all steamers for your highly desirable
arrival. So you would conclude that smuggling, plain
and unaduylterated, rarely pays. =

*“What!" the horrified cllent exclalms, “Pay 80 per
cent. ad valorem—$§12,000 duty—on a $30,000 neclklace?
Does this miserable government imagine I'm golng to
pay $32,000 for a necklace worth §20,0007

“Not at all; not at all,” rejoins the consulting coun-
gel, hastlly and soothingly. ““The paternal government,
in the omniscient Ignorance of its chosen Congress,
has so framed its laws that you can smuggle legally,

Viluipliy Mde Jwawing v LUy u-
BUelWIE.

"Lasten carefully,” he enjoins.
a8 opensy a8 yvu would vuy a gown,
eler to remove the stunes carelully, su that Lhey van
we Jedel, aud LlAKe LS reCiupls 1ol
Lhe selling sepurateiy.

“Ilf ¥You cvouuse ww be, splendidly Insclent, you can
bring theun in tugetner. but & little discretion never
Buris any ohe., o Lrug In your Jeweis yourself, and
deulare Loem ul ovpenly ws yuu bougni them, Let Lhe
selung Ivliow you DY luy nexl slewlner.

“Yvu have both buls, showing Just what you pald
dor both lmportations. The duty uvn the setling, as
Jewelry, will, of course, be 60 per cenl; but Lhe value
IS COmparatively siignt fFhe duty on thae diamonds,
whicn, unuer the express wording of the law, are un-
Bel slones, becomes only Iv per cenl”

Isn't tomal the economical scheme? Just comply
with the leiter of the law, and pay what the law de-
mands—for unset gems,

With a little more, for the duty on the empty set-
tings and for the American jeweler's coarge for re-
seLlINE, ¥You Dave your DecKlice, as magnincent as it
was the day you first beheld it in Paris, and so chsuply
that your Irlenas wiil fairiy dle of envy.

Even though you should sucocumb to that sirongest
of temptations, and be allured by the risk of the tuing
into o real attempt &t smuggling, the law has s0 gal-
lantly champlioned your feuunine helplessness and In-
nooence that the devices of hollowed shoe heels and
false trunk bottoms, and all the other antiguated me-
chanical hiding tricks are crude In comparison with a
shrewd legal study of your opportunities.

The $8u,000 worth of art objects recently said to
have been Imported &t Chicago by Mrs. “Jack’™ Gard-
ner, of Boston, through her friend, Mra, Emily Rock-
well Crane Chadbourne, which has aroused so much
,sensational Intereat, may yet prove & load greater than
the Treasury Department can confiscate under any form
of law. The department has found the courts Its most un-
reliable allies In all cases where Intent to smuggle was
less apparent than something llke a sworn affidavit of
the Intent by the defendants would guarantes.

A European exporter once bethought him of a
brand-new scheme on Uncle Sam. IHe handed to a ship
captain acquaintance at Amsterdam a modest package,

“My good friend' he observed, “when you reach
Philadelphia obiige me by malling thls to the addresa
it bears, In Cincinnatl.”
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HEXN one begins to compile a census of
the daring mountain climbers of recent
years he finds that many women must
be included in the list.

Some of them climb from pure love of adven-
ture; others from s desire to exeel; a few, per-
haps, because mountain climbing has become more
or less of a fad. Whatever the motive, remark-
sble exhibitions of daring hsve been given by
women during recent years,

Common in these latter days are ascents by
women of the most forbidding Alpine peaks. Only
a few years ago Mrs. Fannie Bullock Workman
climbed Himalayan peaks to a height over 8000
feet above the summit of Mont Blane, snd in
doing so esisblished s record for her sex

al least, the first, so far as known. In centuries

iong gone by w Doub lat 2, whose names
were notl preserved might have accomplished daring

NEWHAT prosale was the first ambitiong nt-
tempt at moantals climbing by the gentler pan—
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feats on crags and mountaln sides, but no histerian
bhas preserved thelr namea.

In 1508 Marle Paradies, a servant girl in a Swiss
village. was persuaded by some Alpine guides to at-
tempt the ascent of Mont Blano elr object was lo
make a curiosity of her and exhibit her for moaey.

It was a tremendous experience, both for her and
the guides Half way up she grew hsipless, and had
to be falrly carried to the summit Afterward she
could give no clear idén of thée prodpect from the
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- Her successor 4id mot appear until 1538, Against
the wishes of her family Mile. D'Angeville, animated
by pure enthusiasm, performed the asame feal Bo
eager was she that the guldes had to hold her back
in many dangerous places. But she reached the Lop,
and was ever Afterwurd known as “The Bride of the
Mountains ®

In her younger days the Emproess Eugenie of Frapes
took much interest In mountaln climbiag Another
widely kmown woman climber of the riod w
Madame Palllon, who contisued ascending the diM-
cult Alpine peaks unti] she was an old woman Her
endurance wWas no less marveious than her m&ltlo?

A Miss Brevoort made It a r-rl( duty from 1845
to 1876 to ascend A8 many A8 ru Ble of the Bwime
Alps. Ehe |s numbered amoag the firet women to at-
Irmfxt soch tri in the dangerous wintsr season.
During the coldest weather of 1173 she climbad both
the Jﬁulhom and the Jungfram It is u detall of
some ipterest that in all these evenls she was -
vanied hy her favorite dog Tochlingel who had
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gether Nfty or more ascents to his canine credit
Another climber of fame Js Miss Richardson, with
180 Alpine sscents In fourtesn of these she was the
loneer woman in the aAks altacked. The groatest
pine feat accomplish by a Swiss woman was the
ascent of the Schreckhorn by Misa Brunner in 188§
To accomplish this she had 1o remaln over night on an
exposed part of the mountain.

The Queen Dowager of [taly has been for years an
enthusiastic mountain climber. Bhe began 1he work
early In life, and has continued it since. Cther nota-
ble iadies of that jand fond of the same sport are Lhe
Duchess of Bermoneta. Baroness Rolland and the La-
dles Biraghi, Grassan! and Peragsl

Austrian enthusinsts are lod by Mise Herma Kinoch,
Ehe began climbing in the sixties and stiil kee it
up. Ehe has made in her career bDetween 300 and 00
ruch mountaln excurzions. In some of thess sha was
the woman plonser Ia both Austria and Germany
moest of the Alploe clgbs have numerous women mem.
bers who wre as regular sathualasta in thelir climbiag
towrs an their male comradea

In the Caucasua the firet woman te sachleve resuits

was Mise Madel Rickmers. A dosen dmm and
difieult s weres among ber victories " nie
Bullock orkman W mountalr ciimber who

iIa the Himalayras has won
the Wighest climd for women

wadding of the [a-
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with a clear consclence, and any and ull disparaging
rumnnﬂs, Jike "You Hll[ldj‘lll‘ Wielcld @iy "auvellsuaulie

“Buy your necklace
Anfiruct the Jew=

L dinduvuds sisd

when Leach obtalned possession of it on

. The Innpcent captaln was gquite willing to oblige
Mm, but was horrified Inte trembling terror when, at
Philadelphia, Treasury Agent Gallen, advised of the
scheme by agents in Holland, demanded the dlamonds
ho carried.

Frotesting that all he had was & package his Dutch
friend had given him, the captaln prodnced It The
dlameonda were Lhere, sure enough. The captaln was
not prosecuted, rfor his lnnocence was clear. But the
oane was promptly taken Into eourt. and the upo;w
came over to look after his Interests and recover’ his
diamonds,

Up to the United States Court of Appeals went the
famous case, until the exporter was finally triumphant,
and svery ope of his diamonda restored to him, with
exprossions of Mstinguished consideration for his legal
knowledge, and with these weords of the gourt, ad-
monitory to all oversealous customs men:

“Mero acts of conconlment of merchandise on enters
ing the waters of the Unlited States, however pre-
paratory they may.be and however cogently they may
indicate an Intention of thoreafter smuggling, or clan-
destinely Introducing, at best are but steps or at-
tempts, not alone in themselves constituting smug-
gling, or clandestine Introduction.”

Although he in back In the department now, Spectal’
Treasury Agent Theobald lost his cecupation for a long
and lean time because of his Injudicious course In ths
highly romantic case known as “The United States va
One Pear] Chain.”

When Mre. lda Josephine Dulles, of Philadelphia,
arrived at the port of New York and was guestioned
as to what she was bringing In from abroad, It was
asserted that she did not declare anything like a lovaly
pearl necklace which would have made Cleopatra com-
mit sulcide & dozen times over.

She was on the pler, when Agent Theobald, aver-
ring that he had Information from Europe that she wus
In possesasion of just such a necklace, worth $16.000,
returned with her and her husband to her stateroom
on the steamer, and there recelved from her the fascl-
nating necklace. There ware statements, counter-
statements, relterntions and asseverations that she
produced It from around her neck and from around—
well, from a place of concealment every woman has
come to consider safer than a bank.

The government prosecuted this time with a vigor
which was as energetic as 1t was unchivalrous. And
the government lost, all the way up to the Suprems
Court.

“If," sald the courts, “the jury belleved the wit-
nesses for the government, they would have been jus-
tified In finding that the clalmant—Mrs, Dulles—when
the vessel on which she was a passenger has arrived
in port and landed at the dock, was carrying con-
cealed In one of her stockings a necklace worth
$16,000, which she had recently bought in Paris, and
they were at liberty to find that she had concesled her

necklace In her stocking for the purposs of smug-
gling or clandestinely Introducing it Into the United
tStates without paying duty. It was selzed upon her
person, however, before any obligation on her part
had arisen to pay or account for the duties

DEFECT IN LAWS

“The case discloses a serloun defect In the customs
Inws; but It !s for Congress, and not for the courts,
to remedy that defect.”

Mrs. Dulles contended that she had no Intentlon
of smuggling, and that when landlng wore the neck-
lace about her neck under a transparent lace collar,

and there was no attempt at conceslment. Bhe and
her friends regarded the outcome of the case as a
complete vindleatlon,

Mrs. Cassle Chadwick, female Napoleon of filnance,
beat the government In as pretty a customs battle
As was ever waged., A woman who has smuggled
through the custom house so much as & hairpin
over the $100 from which she s absolved by law
will boast of It to her dying day.

The secretary of the treasury finally came to
hear how the wealthy Mrs, Chadwick had brought,
aa far as_ Cleveland, Ohjo, nearly $70,000 worth of
Jewelry. When Collector Leach, of the customs office
at Cleveland, came to ¢Jomand them of her attorney,
A, H. Larkin, thls was the gorgeous llst:

One marg.ise (single stone) diamond ring: one ruby
and diamond ring; one dlamond ring, about thres earats,
off-color diamond; one ring set with two cabochin tubles
and mixteen diamonds; two earrings set with two-carat dia-
monds and amail pear-shapod diamond pendant; one mar-
Guise (canary) diamond ring; one ring set with dinmonda
In shape of shield; two empty settings: one ring set with
diamonds in shape of shield; one ring set with two flve. ™
carat diamonds, twelve diamonds |n shank; one slx-carat \
diamond (white) ring; one meven-stone pearl .ring: two
opil stickpins: one chatelaine watch; one brooch (one oval
pearl) surrounded by elght dlamouds and small rubles;
one cardcase set with jewels

It happened that the jewelry was In New York
the plea

lhat‘ he had to consult an expert. He carried it all
to Cleveland, and there, in his capacity as collector,
made formal selzure. But alas for oficlal interpreta-
tion of the lawl The courts hgld that his selzure
was altogether {llegal, because It could be made
}ggzﬂy only in the district where the articles werse

The history of the United States customs h re-
corded to date some remarkable schemes nnduml:-
chances of aristocratic smugglers, ns well as of amug-
glera not so aristocratic and of alleged smuggling that
wWas not so regarded by the courts.

There was a Ilady in Chicago, whose marriage nama
was that of a famlig that has agcumulated milllons in
the medt business, he was asserted to be the smoofth-
eit smuggler who ever ullpped 16,000 weorth of neck-
lace through the port of New ork.

Months passed. She was absolutely safe. There
was not the faintest susplelon anywhere. Her viotory
was so signal that she couldn't refraln from telling
her dearest and most intimate friends about it. They
told their dearest friends and those, thelrs.

Special Treasury Agent Crowley, stationed In Chi-
cago, heard of it a year ago, and declded that it was
about time the government got its 60 per cent duty.
hHia cgtl;ed gne m'etr;!ux ntmthe lltldﬁl' home, Introduced

maelf and sa # would take her | ]
R 0e "ranid he wor iusband’'s cheok

There was no dispute, no denial.
pending was too terrifying. The check was signed
within flve minutes, and Agent Crowley departed as
quietly as he came. That case never got intc the
papers until today.

There was another young woman who always re-
turned from Europe with a new pat dog. She would
brln‘! In &8 much as §400,000 worth of dlamonds, inside
the dog. dog{'ln having been fed dlamonds just befors
arrival and being kllled for his contents as soon as
danger of detection was over,

acr iast adventure occurred fome years ago, when
the customs men went on her trall and that of her
Ja ese poodle containing §100,000 in jewels, They
d.jn: catch her, but the alarm deterred her from
subsequent attempts

The scandal im-

of a girl as she walked off the steamer to hide them
from the inspectors. ostrich plumes have constituted
s whole union undergarment when the fair smuggler
came to be mearched, shoe heels have carried gEems
and even the Inglorious ;
between shoulder blades, to have & lining of diamonds/
worth a fortune.
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Muffs of valuable furs have been worn on the leg

porous plaster has been found.

.
China and Japan
OME TIME AGO a well-known writer and traveler
assembled & number of facts about Japan and

China, in order to show the difference between
oriental and occldental {deas. In his statements

about Japan these wers notjced:

Japan bas neariy §0,000,000 people, more than half as
as the United Statea
e word “mikado” pignifies something ks “the Bacred

of “the Publime Porte ™

ropean dress s worn at 4ll eourt funotions

the common foyd of (he ¢ommon people

cents 4 duy Is good pay for unskilled laber in
years agoe It was § centa

Japan has very few milllonalres asd practically me mulu-

pkie & s hundred years older than Bt Petersburg
;'. jovely Japaness cher trees oo ne cherries

midll

On the Ja — male acters plag thes femaie rojes
b | ess Send are buried In & SQuUAl positian, chin
upes kKrets

The Japaness pecpie sven the poor. travel mosh in their

sewe coine and banknotes bear legend,
| s n Japaness

Of Chinese customs the traveler writes:

e Ohisess paints his south instead of serth
minting you, bhe puts om :'J hat
it you, he keepe oui of step
He shakes his swn marend of
eaye cast-ecuth ingesd of southeast

.
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