By Katharine White. -
O you go down on Hurnalds or An-
« keny wiresita® Not often? No,
\probably nol. . But when you de
' {upn te have business down
that way, and you see mén stand-
Ing around the billbosrds oulside the
employment offices; when you ses the
unemployed gathersd in knots or stand.
ing idly gusing into vacanoy, what do
you think? D¢ you reproach them that
they have not work to do In & world so
full of labors? De you wondar why
they wear shabby clothes and ragged
bootat De ybu, If abliged to slbow your
way through the crawd, forve your way
without & glance at the faces, without
& thought of the personalities within
the rough garments?

There I8 at work quietly among these
very people an agency which has for its
germ thought something quite different
from this apathy and Intolerance with
which most of us regard the men wh
are out of work and who are secking th
chaapest meal and the lesat expensive
lodging-house In the city. The Ports
land Commons is its name. It ocouples

a good-aised bullding at tha dorner of
Front and Burnside, In the very tmidst
of the section of the city which seen
men bhungry, men out of work, men
hopolesa and discouraged because the
world has turned a cold shoulder.

We have agreed that the lodging-
fiouses of the cheapest class in our falr
eity are such as decent, salf-respectin
animals would shun: We have agres
that “the problem of the unemployed is
a large one, and many of us have gone
to the troubla of formulating hice llittle
thoories copcerning the way to solve It
We have perhaps recommended that the
nnemployed be sent ouf into the coun-
try, regardles of the fact that men
cannot eat hay and that lodgings cost
money.

But the Portland Commons has an-
other way of golng abput these prob-
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lems than that of theorizing. It goos
down to these men, takes them by the
hand, speaks words of kindnes. It gives
the penniless man a elean bed, a bath,

some warm soup, bread and coffee, and
then finds him a job. Not a job In
Canada, nor New South Wales, nor Kam-
chatka, but right here In Portland. And
then the Commons stands by him, brings
him the gospel message, tries to lft
him out of sin and sorrow and poverty,
rovides him cheap lodging If he wants
o stay in the town and cannot afford
the prices of up-town hotels, And when
this {3 done {t asks him to find othars
needing help and to tall them about It
Within the Portland Commons ars the
cleanest and most sanieary of bedroomas,
where for 10 or 15 cents o man can have

a neat bed with clean sheets, comfort

and ventllation. There s not a dark

room nor an unventilated room in the

;mlhllnn. Thera are hn!ihrnomu.hwllh

ot and cold water, without charge ¥

There 18 a reading Toom. where m‘rn THE MISSION, ITS RESTAURANT AND A LIVING ROOM

may find occupation otherwhere than

In maloons, There is a morning KE‘"P‘?I mainad two days. Finally his case came making an honest livelihood. The Port-

preaching at the Olive Branch misslon o trin). Thers was nothing agninst him land Commons has lost nothing by its

for those who wish to attend. And gxcept that he had no money and no kindness. extended when It was most

there fs the clasp of friendliness, home. The man who was then on tha ne¢ded. Two men have found the help
Downstalrs Is the restaurant, where j{ydge's banch is 4 man who has been they needed here, In ridding themaelves

n man can get a good, wholesome, sus- acored for his lenlency with these of- of a drug habit—for it is an awful thing

talning meal for 10 cents. For 15 cents fenders. At any rate, when he heard to fight atonc. It newds the friendly

word of encouragement, the bellef in
one's powers, to grapple and throw that
demon.

In six monthe, Mr. McLaren says, the

the boys' story—for he is littla more—
he  found no reason why the city of
Portland should call him a criminal, and

—the highest price he can pay here—he
can have extra luxuries, such as pork
chops or stenk. And the only thing the

restaurints needs now Is a “godly. con- Aischarged him. Mr. McLaren was
sverated cook.” 1t Is the word of the there, He followed the boy from the Portland Commons will be on a4 paying
superintendent of the Commons, W. G. courtroom and nivited him to the Com- basis. Just now bilis are pressing for

the fitting up of this and the girls'
home on Cable etreet. And when I
could not see how it could be self-sup-
porting at the rate he charges, he

mons until ha could do batter. Upon
examination it was found that the young
man had letters of recommendation in
lis pockets, showing that he has taken

Mclaren, whoss henrt Is In this misston
to the lowly and poor, and who serves
God with & whole-heartad consecration
that s wonderful to see In a cynical,

careless world, special lectures at King's vollege, Lon- pointad me to the fact that he can house
If you will take time to talk a few don, and of a prominent technteal col- comfortably, cleanly and In a sanitary
minutes with AMr. MecLaren he will tell lege in England, and that he Is recom- manner 100 men a night.
vou of. Instancés In which the Portland mended as a careful and diligent stu- There are about 156 free beds ca'led
Commons, in {ts four months of exist- dent and well Informed on the subject of for mow. In the middle of the winter vided. No man will go away from the
ence, has besn both friend and gulde to sanitary Inspection. Thinking he could more will be needed—and these will be Portland Commons hungry. Soup and
unfortunite men—and women, but we better hiis condltion, he went to Canada, provided. But those who oceupy the bread, or bread and coffee can he had
are coming to them presently. and, falling to find the work he wanted, 10 and 15 cont beds pay for them gt all hours and by anv one who wants
Just now It is this kindly little keen- tried San Franclsco. From there he promptly. A small working force Is {t. Isn't that worth while?
eved Scotchman, whose enthusinsm for drifted to Portland, and when the offi- needed, and the salaries pald are small. Another thought has this friend of
helplng deserving men overflows his cer found him he had 16 cents left, and, Hence the need for the “consecrated the oor; when men come In from
rpeach, with the unmistakable burr of strapgely enough, preferred to keep that cook,” and also chambermen and day working In the rain—or looking for
lils natlve tongue. whose mission to for & meal the next day rather than to workers, work, which Is much harder—there will
friendless men Is to be conmidered. spend It for a night's lodging in the The restaurant will pay for Itself, be a place provided In the basement
This Is the sort of men whom the Tfilthy dens where such accommodationsa and It Is not expected to do more. A where he can change and wash and dry

A awalt the unwary traveler. Today the man can get a4 comfortable meal for 10
ocents—which it costs. And when the

yPortland Commons has befriended:
young man. who speaks well and has a

his clothes, beforaihe has to put them
on again and go o for another day.

will bring thousands of men into town
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“One more unfortunate, weary dbmﬁ

Raghly Importunats, gons o har
Oh, it was pitiful, near & whole nlt;?n
Home she had none™

The old, old trugedy of broken lives, {
hearts bowed In shama, the world's 45
cursing mscorn, and t des ng en d
But it s to halp thess whahi they most

need help that the Loulse Hnmo s ]
;nlmrlmi. Ite duor’u mlo tot g un- o
ortunate or neec girip—no - \
sarily bad girls—but all whe D.n.s J
ure; fwtlmlu nnenlhln hhollri. in this 'ho.l: o
elt ull to whie &y Oan 1 |
nll!;lt after the day's work; lm

they can find warmth, ligths, conversa~ R

tion, and home comforts; whe ‘-‘.3 4
can do their own Ilaundry |
live cheaplvy yet cleanly, All this

the Loulse Home offers. W

But recently a man who was 2
by the l;:lnm‘lrd work that Is being J
by this branch gave 31000 ® !
support. The homes has part
furnished. It needs more furnit i
new bedding, and such things as wi o
make it more attractive to younyg peo- Y

In
. These two homes, the ona for women
and the other for men, are supported b
tha Olive Brinch Mission. his m!
sion Im kept allve by consscrated men 4
and women who are giving their who !
ensrgles to this kind of work; w
maestings weakly In the city jall and In h
the county poor farm, and who are oons
stantly In touch with the work of the
nlumse, presenting the better way to
worlé-weary men and women, resculng
irls from rtvu of shame, preaching the
Ehrt-t to an indifferent and Intolerant ‘
world—and baing richly bleased with '
results. )
This 18 what some of ths peopla we S
all know say of the mission and its
work:* v
“I fully approve of the work done in
the past by this misslon and hope they .
will continue In the good worle They ;
have been of great assistance to un- i
fortunate people In msecuring tor them N

employment, and afterward In looking L
after their (nterests o
(Bigned) “GEORGE J, CAMERON, -

“Municipal Judge.” B
*“] herewith cheerfully comcur In the :
shove expresslons and Indorsements, .
(Bigned) “C. GRITZMACHER, 3

“Chief of Follce.”

“I fully indorse the work being done b
by the Olive Eranch Mission and fesl v
sura that the Portland Commons will o]
be & boon to the city In many wWava. Iy
(Bigned) CAPTAIN E. A. BLOVER.” K,

The Investigation |s open to all eitf- i}
gens to visit the Portland Commons and
sea for themselves the kind of work -
that is done, It Is the only way In [,
which such things come home to one, e
And then another word as to the way [
in which we can all be of use We s
want a man to put In the wood—to wash
the windows; a janitor for the office; :
r clerk—If bustiness men would but re-
member to send thelr application for
these things to Mr. MecLaren, phone
Main 16/5, the help will be furnished
promptly and good judement used In
gelecting the man who Is to do It. TIf k>
the pastors f the wvarious churches f
would but visft the Commons and then -
puss the word along to their various M
congregations, the opportunities for ]
finding work for men who need It, will 5
be greatly enlarged. The Commons s -
non-sectarinn and all may have an equal -
share In its hospitality. o

Then shall they also answer him say-
ing, “Lord, when saw we thee an hun- iy
gered, or athirst, or a stranger, or N
naked, or slck, or in prison, and did not
minister unto thee?"

Then shall he answer them saying,
“Verily I say urto you, Inasmuch na yve
did It not to one of the least of thess

was a fine girl, and it dldn't take Jack
Malcolm
cams down from

young Engllshman was found asleep In
the _I‘ml:!l. He had but 16 cents, and an stralghtforward way that inspires con- (Ilumuml comes [n, the long dreary, wet And now will come the cry that all tematically and economically., And even constunt call for more of this sort, Bo o
officer took him to jall, and here he re- fldence, ts holding a good positlon and days, for free meals, those will be pro- this is encouraging pauperism—that It If one or two are found unworthy It when the Portland Commons took up y» did it not to me.
o :‘{Mk “ndﬂ- lrost!n!ahmnl h?lfl“‘ﬂlﬂ over forthwith forfelt all right to share In "wh!lof ?utdlcnnd{'ieilon%dtligt gnlﬁ‘;n . -
e meadows, and one of the beams the estate. more friendly dispos ¥ i
jostled off the load while on the bridge, e I I I R I i' I i ‘ : B I E' Tho work must be dona at the vault; was, I am willing to do as you say, But d
snapping the telegraph line as [t fel), for the cubes were Irremovably welded I shall not speak flrst. X ¢
: oh aEmm Whith SKeased CRtward from | ' toathly Jron Tloos on WRIch e e e Aveidan As the slack. N
; rhich e - e v rested, culty may he avolded, s a cloc -
By George Gllbert. the likes of her—she married a better the tles, One of the tralnmen, notic- By 8jmon T. Stern. Wingate entered the sanctum. He was "I'i] break that will,” cried Henry, slrli:es 9 :umélrrnw ;'nnrnl'n‘ let us ejac~ )
, LITTLH learning is a danger- ™an long ago. Ing the accldent, told Malcolm of it MOST extraordinary will,” sajq tall and spare and prosperously rural as soon as the reading was finished, “It ulate & simultaneous '‘How do you do." "
/“ thing: His volee dled nwa{ and I heard him and as Saturday was a half holiday & S BXLr ; Rl in general aspect. He wore a derby hat is the work of a mind demented.” This they did. .Tossoh heard f0. skl =
. ous thing; breathe a bit harder than usual. Look- for thoss In the office, he got excusad Lawyer Van Tine. “In fact, I govarnl sizes too large for him, snd a . h* sald Law- L A i ’
“Drink d Pl y : : o : s That would be foolish' sal W- hecame thoroughly alarmed. In an in- o
rin eep, or taste not the Ing up, 1 saw him furtively brush the a bit early end started to repalr the have no hesitation In coat that covered him completely. TWO o Vvan Tine blandly, “breaking the will stant he comprehended the danger whick o
lerlan spring.” ;_’:f,k }:;rmhls’ th‘“"’zd D"}" his eyes. I ?;e;: t;limmfwm;n“t,lh“u;mé];;?{.{.nb;:’;:% nouncing It the most remark- Minutes later he was folowed by his is-oltl-l n?nll break the vault. After all, your accom :mlq-dpt.-r.-mimlﬁit:atlbn. and add S
Thus quoted Burphy, doyen et rf-l'av“l? |b;tuktné lc::lggfl-ntio(;-[t' (1,:: hailed me from the platform through able Instrument 1 have ever pe- k;;‘;‘lluflrl}ljfﬂ’:;"?f}'l.;};‘“gté’r"':,ngpr",'j':‘l; :_‘::‘tl“;‘_' interests demand Iilmt lﬂl" ;"ﬂu_ll‘ 'b: his "I-l ow do y't_lzu’ do” not more than 30 -3
of the repeater corps. The great maln sald. “Do you mind how they spark? the open window, asking me to dis- rused; quite typical of Richard Wingate. nitlon, They resembled ‘om:h other ;"m';"".".;,. 1;!:'7;“0[? f.f;;.lgl.'f-ttl:r:l;;Ftlc-é”i'r':j‘u‘n}‘- a“--m“n eiduioyiicgze l'N‘-- oy !
room of the New York Western Unlon |I| ‘ﬂ’"‘{f‘?l 3”“""}"" hurt t:“f UIdI_"?l)t'fs ??“2?;;‘1‘ tgﬁ ]ﬁm\:h‘l‘;liareih? lt;:h“t':?lsn:ru.‘;g I am anxious to learn how his three 5"";"3]‘5‘- -i’m“‘ﬁh was also of the type 1'|‘u|':s“ wh;:{h? will open that vault. The hnsmé‘;rm-i“ I'I‘ll; ;lallmi;eh::mth?el?&y'ht o} 3
office had stilled down as much as it ; - A YR S o 7 e main line so sharply. brothers will take it. After all agricultural and was, perhaps, & year yory hest thing you can do, gentlemen, 18 po11y"¢or yg to bore three cubes when b X
coming in Gver the WMAln RS s an . or two younger than the other. Then g, {ake your drille and set to work. Here o100 pands we can accomplish the =

After doing ®o, I lent him the office
repalr kit and a plece of wire to splice
the break with, and he started off up

it out after he

long to find
take

ever does; the last of the beef ciphers
Pittsburg

were relayed; the cable loop had sent to

expect. None of them

A . char of the boo 0
out “30" to Newspaper Row, and all of \THe OF haa(!k r,r‘gmmllitnh%u*:llﬂnn;m::ft' the awitch toward the trestle. him during the last ‘20 years,
the local and city wires were silent. half & mile, and connection with the vAfter Jack left the depot, having more they have not spoken to each other
In the cormer near the south windows rallroad by & single-tracked switch. nothing to do for the moment, I huntec durlng the same time. Happy famlily!
thie Assoclated Press repeaters banged Jack was a bright fellow, who had up my dinner basket, and mkInK A seat Jarvis,” thia to his. clerk, bell-sum-
and rattled away still, with & sound like plcked up a bit of telegruphy, but found |n the maln rovm near the benches, ate moned, “I expect Ahres gentlemen &t

After this, feeling
and eAsy, AS one

o'clock. As soon as they arrive

ookkeeping n better way of making a
them into my private office’

lving, and so never put in enough prac-
efirst-class,

my midday repast.
rather comfortable
always does after an agreeable meal, I

the drumming of hall on a tin roof, for
down fn Washington an eccclesinstical

really more than they have & right to
has spoken

At Tive minutes beforoe three Mr. John

drumhead courtmartial wis holding an tlce at the key to becom

sll-night session upon a higher critic As & Ereat deal of the tel aph busl- |1t my chadr back against the wall

who had dared to funt that the teach- ness of Freeboro came from the mines, and read a bit from paper that I found

ings of shorter fatechism were as fool- the company ran a wire up the switch |ying on one of the rniches. There valn. | saw the old man wlllh hllu! finger
ean s

was an article in it about a& proposi- still gripping the plug,
tion to kill all criminals by electricity,

and I grew pretty well interested In

and Malcolm worked the far end of If

ishiness compared with those of Darwin.
t\:;’rlry well after getting his hawd In a

I had been listening to the rhythmlic

which he corrected the many variations
In current caused by a violent thunder

swing of the coded Morse fleeting ' -
westward, while I watched the veteran ‘Of course, when he first came to {t, but finally my eyes began to get dows that gave a view ‘of the trestle:
nurse his set, admiring the skill with town he spant the greater part of hi¥ heavy. From where I sat could se® noticed that his thumb touched the key
spare time at the depot and so becams through the du;-rwaf' of the depot of- of the Pltteburg wire; saw the reflec-

1]

flce and out through the windows be-

Now
ond, where the long ribbons of steel

with Kjtty Prentlss,
to this at

Acquainted
object

har father dld not ern windows, and

rtorm then sweepin over the Jerse

mesdows, h’nuw‘i}ng‘ that his re:nn'ri’ first, and often came In and sat aboul {hat led to the mines stretched over back, dragging the plug from its place.

would serve as a text for a story, 1 the office evenings while I was teach- the meadowa to the hills, As I looked, The floor of the depot seemed to open
ing Jack how even thev seemed to twist and eoll like great and he fell through and I =lid after him

to pound brass,
so far at times as to ask me
iesllons about tHe switchboard and
how to cut the Instruments In. I
showed him which plugs to pull when
he came In mornings and so he got a
sort of hazy notlon of the run of things

and we began to fall, faill,
though over a preciplce.
with a crash, I on top.

myself 1 was lying on
overturned chalr on which |

snakes as the heat shimmered up, and
a vague sense of uneasiness orept over
me. How long this etate lasted, 1 do
not know, but I finally seemed to lose
all control over my muscles and to Le
in & sort of & trance.

walted, while his hand went from NT:_ oln

Ferew to armature.spring, and from,

mature spring to local aﬁjuulmnnt. The
heads of the reat corporation wvalue
that hand sufflclently to move them
to keep Ite owner upon what Is virtual-

ly a pension, that they may . ¥,
| ¥ {?-.m. to Its ,4.\.-”‘;':. w“:,,“b: a“t;,];?,:,? and thought he knew about twice as #* 1 suppose 1 f¢ll asléep and began 10 dinner basket on the other. Outside the
dont's message out of the Jersey fox, or Much as he really did. After that he*gream, or something 1ike that. Anyway thunder growled and the lightning glim-
the beef ciphers from the clutches of always considered it a great thing t0 | cpuld hear Prentlss going sboul his mered. The door of the office was
the aurora. have the wires all clicklng away when work as usual as he made r-:adf' for the mhut and all was quiet within, Laugh-
bave no manner of use for I came to work in the morning. He soming of tha 1 o'clock milk train. ing to myself as recollected my
the Presbyterian sjorter catechism,” *nd Jack were rrmt friends at first, after the clang of thé cans ceawed, dream. 1 started toward the door,
he began In his pleasant brogue, the ®nd the boy might have made his W&y heard him wheal his. trock ngalnst the paused as I heard a Smothered
nlceties of which mere ink and paper JAto - matrimeny pretty easlly, if he front of the station. Then he opened come from inside. Hastily stepping
can never reproduce, “but 1 wilf say D&d not become mixed up in thé bI§ the door and came in softly. I could forward, ] threw open the door and was
thnt when it is nailed into folks when Iresbyterian revival that swept OVer ges him pl.fﬂ enough, but It not horrified to find entiss siretehed
they are young It sticks Prentiss Western Pennsylvania that year. But the same Prentiss somehow, or al least. the floor holding his hands to his eyes
might have known this ‘]m,;‘ of an oid after he Jjoined the church, Prentiss ths face was not the same—Iit looked Bending over, I asked him what
Presbhyterinn family but then he never turned sour on him and then the young jike a devil's. He came over to where troyble was, but received no reply,
W 4 : couple's love mal@ng beéegan to go hard. looked me over narrowly and he " was uncansclous. The

N < rthi a was,
did care to know anything except bow Bu™ Voung folks® have ways of their then turning qutetly abéut, went tow- brought him around all right,

to have his own way

v - own, and one day when Kitty brought arg the office dobr, which stood open. never saw agaln—tibers was a burn on
,,.‘,.}‘;‘rﬂrw;:,". ":;;go.l\-nl?:;?;:._;t:r':‘d P‘:_’:AEI‘}: her father's dinner, Malecolm came Into Trflwu h this,_he passed and closed It the ball of his left thumb, and a white,
va N a road when I went to l-‘ri'ebyro the depot with her and told the old after him, buf 1 seemed to be able to fused streak acrosg the bridge of his
as operator mnd station agent jus r" fellow Lhat he loved the girl and that gee through It and the windows beyond nose He sald afterward that he went
the hié iron .1i.|.ny|:-r1.-.: “f.. lu'lrl a]:or they wanted to be marrle 1 was In giill Prentise went right up to the Into the office to sea me, and that
0% = {,.é hulkin -s»ort_?r - I]'!ll“e the office at the time and the thres gwitchboard, which was near the west was mnear the awitchboard when a big
with the soul of hﬁ;m all shrﬂ'elfd OW. of them had the part of the depot used window and taking down from behind flash came In"
with e hell fire of evolutio that fulp as a freight-room all to themaselves §y a diagram of the wires | had made The rattle of tha repeater rose
tow Darwin™—jerki " hi "{' b e Just what words wore sed, 1o one for Jack, begmn to study it After look- a starcato crescendo, marking the
low Darwin"—jerking bis thumb o op oVer knew, but at Jast Jack came out! ing {t over a bit, be first took every of the long ({tem Washington
;-"_'..._.:,_ --:tr]”nwl * & “1‘{‘_.' hul;ﬂtu? oL his face as white as chalk, but alone plitg out of the board and then siowly pounding nway to finlsh: “In consider.
sor readln 2 (Bvastidal 1a thines About half an hour later Kitty cams and deliberately placed them [n the lina ation af the evidence presentsd
& ,r “':.f ':n' ]”','“"“”"Er?"d hings ¢ piso with her head In the air, walk- of holes direclly opposite the binding committes of (nvestigation fin
.‘rll'\;:‘r '-"‘.f" : Nlm" !‘1‘:‘ ]P Ascent Ing as stiff as a major, for e hat post that held the miine wire, thus plac- Miggs guilty as charged,” It sejd, spd
f_BAsn, or sometiing e that, about ¢y of her father's spunk in her. Last- fng the entire main line in connection then ocame the joyful “30." Burphy

8 week after the Presbyterians of Free- }y out camo Prentiss. trundiing s barrel with it, and converting it into a verit- threw the switches that

oure tureed mim down r‘;‘"‘“ he wanted of cement on his truck, and mever a sble magnet which would attract every

by o R deacon sing In & M&® worg dig he say, only nursed his wrath bolt of lightning that hit the lioe for softiy ‘Bo they put him out; serves

against his church at the time, ll!di and spite close Into his withered heart miles on elther side of us him right for going back on his church.”

: over, haviag & mind incapable a “The next day was Saturday, and a “1 thought of the danger 1o Jack at "Well” 1 asked, “d14 Malcolm marry

wding more than one guod, big idea cloge, sultry day It was such as onl’ work out on the trestie, In plain view, the giri?”

at u time, he gave himpelf over en- the Hiue Ridge country can produce in as it seamed. and of the possibility of a ‘He 414 that” he repliad decisively

tirely to the adversary of souls, may midsummer There was & shower early, wreck om the road. caused by the inabfl- "and | was best man and kissed

f-r‘ never rest in peace. His ohange of just epough raln falling to make the alr fty of the dispatcber to send train or- bride And ther lived happll

<-nl'tl klde«.!'h!- wife, who left him & more hoavy and muggy stili. After the ders over the hopeiessly mized wires, thareafter and boarded the ohf’

-imr-ra_r, Kitty, who was about 13 ghower passed the T"‘“‘ black mass=¢ bLut even them ] found myself hslf hu- villaln to the day of his death free of
P ;m.—s old w'}}m. the mather died. Be- 4f clouds plied up all around the edgrs morously trytng to Interpret the charge ™

ore the mothed went she succesded In of the hie that wall Freeboro in, and fused rattle of the Instruments as Ton't you consider that a hard name

seiting the girl'e falth on & firm foun- these were Ht up every few momen's tried 1o respond te the jumbled Img to call him considering his misfor-

dation. and the father never made it by finshes of lighining, sach slectri=al they recelved from the crosmed tung ™

ioosen A peg with all his biasphemies, glschar out on the skyline being fol- But a full sense of the horrer of the =it "Well, I don’t gnow You e,

nor, to tell the truth, did he try very lowed :: a orackling on the swit "~ uation soon began to dawn n me an found the pluge on the switeh board

:w-'-i‘ for be loved the girl as much as board in (he stuffy little depot office. ] watlched Prentiss standing Chere, with just &8 | saw themn In my Jdream.

he hated the church. He could yank which seemed At times fairly ablaze his exil 1t now ond agaln by whatlgver it was and Prentiss had

boxes and barreis about with one hand, with the biue flames. We hnd no safety the filres bipe flickers thal swept over one [(hat we
wire clenchead tn hig hand

but that hand was always light and deviees 1o cdre for the Nghinin in the board My ssemead ts reach

tender _when it patted Kitty on the thope days and a severs (hunder storm its climax ag after a last look ai the reached him .

bend when sbe brought his dinner 10 nearfy J“u an sither the o~ diagram. be picked Ep the very plug ™4 tou tell any one abowt pPour

him &t noontime fhe had been keep- strumepts or switeh rd. . T bod taken from (he board to disroe- &ream™

ing house for the oid codger sbout “During (he moming a joad of beams nect the mine wire, zad viclously jnbbed Notl [ 1 koew the minuts [ sgw him

seven years when [ came to Freeboro, intended for the mines was shanted off & Into Iits proper position, thus making that Be was past doing fartber harm,

and was & fine girl—a fine girl abe spon switch, which lefl the maln the coapectiog dou sure WiHth a and thet he would bave to eliher

was Bol mo matter; & baldbended 'ald line a Nitle west the depat. The fall of the térr wituation upon the young penple or charity for a

sinner like me mustzt ba thinking of single track to the mines r A& ma | tried to mave, or pry out, but in liviag after that, #0 | beld my pemen”™
- .
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hand on the desk, saw him gaze from
under scowling brows through the win-

tion of a llghtning flash on the west-
then. Printlss recled

fall,
We struck
When | came to

the floor,
had been
sitting on one side of me and my empty

but

plnced the In-
struments out of circuit and murmured

usrd lo comnect the mine
when

the clock struck three dnd on the Instant
the third brother, Henry, came into the

room; small
was clad In
fashion and
trast to the

. dapper and nervous.
latest metropolitan
o strange
They sat next

the very
presented
other two.

He

con-

each other, almost touching elbows, but

for all that

they spoke to

each other

they might have been ulter strangers.
Lawyer Van Tine entered
and took his place at a large oak tabls

Presently

which stood

in

the center of the room.

“l am about 1o read to you, gentle-
men,"” he sald In a matter-of-fact tone,
“the last will and testpment of your de-
ceased brother, Richard Wingate. To say
the least, It 1s & most remarkable affalr.
I am of course well aware that his last

Vears were

ger to all ulp

axsgfl as a-complete stran-
you, I am also acqualnted

with the fact that you have passed the
last two decades of your lives as com-

rlete silrangera
the circumstances

with you: h

each
he
left

to

e has

other,

Under
has dealt nobly
vou everything.

There are conditiona attached which you

will learn

presently,
aware of the fact that for the past

You

may

n

be
10

ot

venrs vour brother has lived tha life of

A recluse.

great fame as a metal worker.

cuted

During that time he attalned

He exe-

orders for meveral of our banks

mnd trust companies but suffered no per-

ponal associatlons

had a works

of tha clty, am

lived—alone.

fored
of iis compo
do
with him.

$100,000 to part with
This he refused
his secret dled
he

as far as
As far as wa know

or friendsh

hop in

Ips

He

one of the suburhbs
there he worked as he

Among other things he In-
sented m_metal so hard that he was of-

sitlon.
we know

no tangible property of any kind.
golng through his house after the funeral
we came upon m large vayit which filied
the cellar almost completely

outside Loe
threse cubes
which made
was

opening it

of simllar
has sucoessfully

vault wers
constructed
him famoups

composition,
resisted all
I'“IW"FFQ

of

Thres w

the secrat

Lo

l=ft
On

Standing

ho

thres cubes

the metal
The
So far
efforts at

vault
it

wera

called 10 our assistance, before we found

the will, gave up after a week and pro-
nounced the wvault the toughest vent(ure
they had ever sncounlered The froat
wall Ia perfectly baare save near the
center, wheram It carrfes a curiously
shaped trefoll keyhole As vour late
brother wes consldered vory wealthy it

Is of utmost Importance that waget at

the contants
with you, as
read the will

of the wvault

That

reats

you will see when I have

Then followed the reading of thae will

intently and
the deceasead
world licked
convertsd [t

in sllence It recited that
jeft &1l he had n the
up In the vault. He had

into gold

as gold was the

one chattel of stabie significance s
tiad besn unable to chonse a beneficiary
from among his three brothers amnd so
bad prexided a postmortal method of
»rj The ome way (o opan Lhe
Tan was by means of three keys
Theds three keye ran the will, would be

found outside the vault

To sach of hie

brothers he begueathed one of the crubes;

1o sach a diamond
The MM

tiom
throagh the
trart the Ry

aril
of

noe

also his tnven.
them to bore

che to 1ts center and D ax-

eould open the

vault and

becommes posscmsed of 1ts contents abee-

tutely and forever
Abce was o he o-:l;:h:
"

brothers was

Mo outside assist-
yod. If any of the
caught by etther of thae

remaining two in (he act of smple

as assistiant

he gullly ene

Is one for ¢ach of yvou.

Considering the

fact that vour relations with your de-

ceasad
sOY

to

extromely

You may have adccess

brother
the

were—were unfriendly
least, I think he has Dbeen
generous with a&ll of you.
to the vault at all

hours of of the day and night. The lease

has some flve months to run and the
rent lias been ['mh.l, The rest is with
you., That is all"”

elevated
They

reached the
ute or two of each other.

They journeyed up-town In the samae

but in different cars.
housa within & min-
At the foot

ruln

of the cellar steps they found the vault

and the cubes.

removed t
They bored, and bored, and bored, fina-
ing much sad truth in the asszrtion of

Lawyer Van Tine anent

Without a word they

helr conts and set to woig,

the impenetra-

bility of the metal they were trying to

farce.

The

next day they came; and

the next. AL the end of two weaks they

found

themselves about
further than when they started.

half an Inch
From

the first and without explanation they
adopted a system by which two of them
were
Such was the measure of thelr fraternal

trustingness,
i{ine
hig drili broke

alwa

nlgt

ys to be found at the vault.

while Henry was at work

t
: He looked up In trepl-

dation to Adlscover whether Joseph, who
was working at his side, had noted the

mishap.

Apparently Joseph

was obllv-

lous of all save the task before him. .Bo
Henry sat there |dle until John's arrival
in tha early morning relleved him. Then

he left;

golng at

once Lo a calebrated

dismond setter to replace his drlll

“No ume"
had examined the broken drill

not I"cil]lh‘(' It

made
old

search

i

fortune

tm

chap,

suald the mechanie¢ after he
“I can-
This is one of the drills

¢ Rlchard Wingate, an eccentric

mate

to divulge

“Oh,

who died recently.
the world over without finding

for his

I plched it
sald Henry with

You can

My firm offered him a snug
formulas,. He refused
dld you get ItT"

up In a junk plle*™
sssumed unconcern.

Where

“It seemed an Interesting bit, and [ was
of the opinion =uch a tool might be of

sOme  use
trivial G
shop.

A scheme to

quite
the

in
and

It

really
he left

me
day,’

1o
O]

That night his fertile brain concelved

reumvent the mischance

that had robbed him of all prospect of

sharing In the esiate It war i des-
perate chance, hut an only one. The
next morning two penciled notes were
banded to John and Joseph.

“To Whom It May Concern wnse
what they read. “Why shoulg, we thres
quarrel?T After all, we ares blood kin-

dred, and If our late brother was a fool
there
deavor to

Interest
interest

la n

of
of

we should en-
emulate his Imbecllity The
esach of us haa become the
all While 1 am of courss

D reascn why

unwilling to be the first to hreak silence

and submit 1o possible rebuff, | am
williag that we three should become
friendsa iIf yoa will ppeak to me I

shall propose a plan which will condnce
to the bewl Interest of all of o™
h took Lhe note and tore It up

¥

John d)
vored Henry. for that aight Jehn's drill
broke
hroke

sufferably anxious
reconeillation,

Ana

But fortune fa-

the same.

two davg later Joseph's

Of course all three were sow in-

mined not

Ay the firet mova

fore

megt

e T
i o Bty e ioe e S

-

to brink "-h;:: L]
Bach was egually -r-
such saxisly by

sat jdling
Joha

to exhibit

day as

same result by borlng one, hen, too, {
if it be satisfactory all around, we can ;
employ outside help. Let us open the
vault—as brothers; let us, as brothers
divide Its contents Into three equal
shares. What say you?” -
Drilless they agreed, and that day \
they employed an expert who demanded -y
& cash retalner of $6800 before “he -
tackled the job. I've been up again’
Richard Wlnfxte‘s work before, and I
ﬁnicl'l“;‘ what It means. Where's your
g "

"“T forgot mine,” sald Henry.

“And I mine,” added Jolin and Joseph .
In rapld succession.
“But you must git "em,” suggested
the expert. “Thers isn't another drill
+on_earth that will touch them cubes*

“Let's blow them up with dynamite,”™
sald Henry.

“That will destroy the key,” =sald
John. *“If you fellows must
know, my drill is broken.”

“S8o Is mine,” sald Josmeph.

“Mine as wall,” saild Henry.

Al last at considerable expenses con-
jointly they had the drills repaired and
the expert set to work. At the end of
a month the cube was opened. Inside
they found the key—and a note,

“I suspect strongly,” ‘they read- in tha
handwritlng of their beloved testator,
“that long before this cube has been
openad my three brothers will have
agreed upon A truce. The prognosticals
that they will combine Interests apd
irocésd to open one of the cubes only.

hat Is unfalr. Knowing them as I do
I have divided the kev Into three parta
The three parts when folned fit the tre-
foll keyhole. A duplicate of this nela
I= to be found In each of the other
cubes.™

8o the expert demanded & further fea
and set to work on the remaining oculbas,
At the end of six anxious weeks the
cubes were openod and the key ooms~

plete. .\.
Then with hearts thumping wildly the
three brothers opensd tho wvaoit., AR

the entrance they came upon a
chest. The wvault was dark and thay
had no Ught,
“Go falich & H"hl.“ mald Henry.
“Why should 1™ salda Joseph.
pose In my absence you two—"
“All right,” sald the practieal
“Let us go together.™
Together they left the rlt:lnlt: togeths

er the

)
got the light: tagether

turned and reentered. At hﬂ::. ~
wee opensd. At the tap & .

:oa_;"-

thres golden doliars—that was
“Thig is all 1T have In the
a slip of paper. which lay
money, “and If [ reciproosl ]
fection which you bedr me,
about 33 more than | oush
But | am willing 1o
tion b:rh:;:r recent
[t "
n*hfn Joseph tu
turned te Joseph
thelr emotione at
vtterance.
+nds




