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ee it ye lhrnvellnd wlth Im from Cork
o Christmas, an' rud .d rulu Dan
thratin, moreover. go intl
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na{v n minute or an hour, b thnab{‘
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ots of ga an’ eauntln ths stars to
kee himnf warm till we'd coms out
ain,  An' then Danp tuk us In to seo
Jimml Kinny was ulll‘ nlive, on our
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th-
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o‘{ his men as standin' over ux
7oll, what's the row now? says wi

when' we seen fhis army crowdin' th
B kitchen.

" ‘Nothin',! says the sergeant him-
melf of the polls, with L ecavy slgh,
nnly the ltnd Poacher, by m
him." ‘“Wha Bays wan of
‘What!" un all of .dmm
aur  firenrmas, '{3 Boqnh
Hurroo! Sbhow us him, rrpnnt. u.ﬂr\
till wo get the ehanee o plnk at the
hinder end of his bresc an' iver;
maother's lmu[ bruk for the doore
‘Arrah!’ sa f.?nt. to pot with
roul or lnthuln diot Bland y.r

s till u&t wan queskin—H:n~
’n \ronn :r l'llll.rl'll or repli-n
sent off™ \-
none ot them Iud. lor the past thr
or {gur %mc( senl & mossengcr
abuud the L.or
men for not ' promp’er in |-
vlrln lq un&. tes. ‘I thou
as much,” says sant. “What '«
dle do mane? says they. "A "
ere? sayas the sergean’
says they, lookin' around
to unt wan anothes
rril',‘ says they, fthen  ‘Misther
h'lo two men, hey must
un hior. an' sthrolledi
unau ‘Oh, Indeéed!
U‘l perg t. indeed, I wa
juﬂ t!:iullln’ tho?r too
sthroll this mornin’

& rather early
ere was a littie

from him, ‘informin’ me ax

mugh, dhropped ut the barracks doorn
mornln’, an’ advisin® me to comy
an’ look after yous, or yous would by
n to ovurlloep yourselves an' miss
the early aworm, 1 called by the Meen-
avalla house juu to satinfy mesalf,“an’'
it's as lone as an anshint abbey, Here's
a note 1 plnlu up on the table hero
when 1 rome I'm_ thinkin® that's
the_name of . six of Jnus om the
mhl‘ of It Purly weoll addremsed, any-

'Wllh thelr mouj.P“n éen K0 _ ¥a
n}llm turn yer flst them, an' thelr
x Dlll'l M'a& ke how-windies In
a castle, @ hotg tore open
in f n , An' m'-rr man of the
slx et ou Jlm a curse might kil
a orow in erab-tree, for the mnote
3‘“ lamﬂhlng like this—'Misther
ara ot &luth. prounu hls mmrh
E‘r?"m.

"DID YOU EVER HEAR ANYTHING ‘OF THE RED PQACHES AFTER?”

two polieamen should for the nixt ten
dnn live mt the Meenavalls house,
An' to plalse him, the sergeant even
glve In to this.

“From there he dhrilv off an' away
to pay his respects to an’ have the
counsel an' advice of the young F‘n’t
lish Puckl who had taken the nelg
borin' shootin's, An' upon my davy, he
sthrikes the mix lads o them all con-
gregated In the houss on, the Carkir
shootin', Ivery wan of them with a
billyducks’ from the Wed Poacher In
his list—same as M} tlur O'Mara had
got, But the mn?-m aollege ohaps

ng

O'Mara, of Maith—I am told thene's
fine shootin’ to be got at Meenavalla
this salson. I'm mm n' along as soon
as I finish a f Enﬁilnhm&ns (bad
luck il him!) that m_doing now.
Yours thruly, The Red Poacher'—or
words to that effect. Falth, It tuk
more nor A hop out of me. This Red
Poocher was the coolest scoundhril I
ever f'alc?lllid upon The cat, too,
wisg out of the bag at a jump, 'There
wasn't  anything for+ it-but - make
clane bréast’' of the whale. mafther. An’
1 up an’ done It. An' when I say that
Misther O'Mara llormad and swore at
both my masther an' myself, I'm put- were enjoyin' the rather, They
tin' the came as calm as I can. There sayed ey wanted a good Irish ad-
wasn't & bad name in his stomach he venturs, an' this iooked purty like the
didn’'t bang at both of us, an' sayed commencement bf wan. They only
that as the devll mads us, he matched wished to heaven the Red Poacher
us. I knew we wor both {n the wrong, would be &s good as hie word an’
I as well as me masthar, for not lay- dome dlong till they'd put a slug or two
in* a full program of the whols in his tall to ballast him, They'd glve
afare him earller in the huslmlr so I half thelr grouse, they sayed, for the
at down an' smoked tiy ara’s excitement, an’ they prayed dod the red
in' gave out an’ he could barge an’ villain might turn u An' when they
abuse no longer. An' then he ordered nd the state of flustration O'Mara
out wan of his men—he had two maen s In, an' the elaborate lrun?meutl
with him-—an' a thrap, ap’' tuk me also, he'd heen makin' with the polis for pro-
an' niver dhrﬂv rein till he was at the hearts
Ardhara poll1 barracks.. We went In
an' he letthgr intil the ser-
eant of pol coa hands, an' dimanded
helr purtection. T sergeant read
it, an’ sayed it was ced cool of the
red villlan surely. But he toul' Misther
O'Mara all the engagements he had
made for polis pathroll to watch
Meenavalla night an' day, an' he sayed
i. Jrom wan end of the shootin' to the
other a frog jumped unknowest, he'd
be willin® ta_ offer him his head on a
slde-dlsh. But, though the sergeant's
arangements Was RN’ very good,
an’ wouldn't let ‘a snlpe sneak out or
in on the sly. thl waren't half good
etwu.‘h to Il.llt isther O'Mara, who
went A8 to demand that even

romised, If he eould only

pigeons.
ook level along the barral

manage tu
of a fun. I'd mighty wmoon Initlate him
-lmu he mystheriern of ‘roun killin’,
n' he'd think crowa= an' p.!eonl ur-

klerly silly chlld's play ther od

cher' niver crossed wan of our I}

while we wor In his hearin’. But N r avnnlns I tell
barracks ‘in Aadhara, an’ red them o
lecturing about the red fells, an' let
tham knor he'd hould them responsible
If they let that hi hway robber an’
cutthreat come slouchin’' around his lan'
wanst more. The sergeant of polls
Ro Ised that n bee wouldn't buzg in
1 eenavalla Lhat solson that there
wouldn't be a pollaman at its lug makin’
4 note of It, Misther McCran lald on
me as many directions as would makae
a dixonary—an' then he went off eon-

tented.

“"Twas plottin’ In me own mind how
I'd keep Misther O'Mara from hearin’
tell of the Red Poacher, an' a purty
tieklesome parable it was, bekase
fvery man an' hia mother standin’

of ground Thad

within twinty
Meenavalla an' the Red Poacher
the L[p of thelr

coupled together nn
EP ht wall 'a’ saved

tongue.
meself the thnu; t, r behould yel
the very second mornin’ he was there
youn Edward Hughan's son Jimmy,
who had been at the offloe lookin' for
an Ameriky letther from Francle (God
bless the boy, an’' prosper him!),
brought back a letther addressed (o
‘Misther O'Hara of Malth, now shoot-
in' at, Meenavalle' An' when he
opened it 1 seen that he read It no
less nor four t{imes over, an’ afther
that fourth readin’ oalls upon me, an'
says he, ‘Can yeé read” ‘I can,' says I,
‘iIf it's prent or nlce writin'' It's
nlcer writin' nor It ls readin’ says he,
‘so far as I can undherstand it. What
does It mane?™ I tuk the letther out
of his han’ an' read: ‘Dear Misther

-

I

he

ciwor ygt.sfm ﬁngliuhmm
he'd wish them, an' as full
salt as Iver. He Iy very

in

tection, they Mid ll.uai rllﬂr
skinrul, I tell you ‘Mara he wasn't
more nor ?]I.ll.d that they'd make
80 light of tho hing. an' of him. ‘Time
enough till lo. y8, when yous is
out of the wood' he says. “'An them
laughn last l.lu a bnt All which sat
the En lllh in ruh kinks. An'
when t ey l!!‘nl Misther O'Mara
that he ‘was an c'&. merchant from the
County Malth, an’ t he had big prac-
tlee shootin’ ecrows an' plgeons, they
went outside the hﬂll‘l. in reliefs to
alse thomselves of all the Jaughter was
walghtin®' their stomachs, an’ which they
«didn't want to lasugh out Inte his fuce.

“Well, O'Mara, he wished to the
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not; an' s6 th:r upm
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cern A4ld the cher give any of ‘Didp't those Englishmen them-

Jald hands on a lepnuch or
‘0 v
days' prnutlua come to handle ;!ha "
e han been called of suddint
oug
gmn gone safely o h I
'Mara got hlg own
game gone u. .‘ﬁ ol'
of plnkn at pigeons an’
y o
the lads, esp oy seen ha sely tack on the proper labels on
ufln 'gt IF ot toug us !}nfuro

game out of the shree lhuotlnl 0
college chaps, An' wa had always
or two, or mayhe 'fhru. of thnr man
with us b way o escort lo Gltnuu
every evenin', an' Dan, whe mus “li“.
much money—aver an' always
the crowd ut mer Kinny's t!l
sloke our_thirs
“O'Mura, when he hagd fou
man was Intendin' to bhecome a ooq
nhmter. an' thera was P ore t
Bl Jaks burty closs. “what the 1ads
K s close. a ]
used to anja)P. 44 h Iru uhol an’ the f rrﬁt shoyld hava liked much mora
hat thelr impruvln company. But if
’nn (] l'mrldnjl mrllm.ltrnllln
qu “ § egx atore in the County
all tarror of the ?1 i.";!t_ ﬂ
the ghost of anoth 3
llver lor thlt lﬂﬂ
to give h T ours truly The Re
fen e o -
"l nld afte Ittle, ‘Mav I
g‘lll’- you wan quest l‘il‘l Thomas Duhl?
“Throt It put quick, and ba donn with
l
didn't turn}l the pers they sent them
five days. An' l 8y wcu mm nor J
“eorry he dldn't, an’ ln “Did 1 tell yo that while Dan was
u!i Bes {or l’n kin’ tha reat of us merry In Jimmy
lﬂ‘l ] !rnu 's, Tarance, the growler, 1o
1l without to keep count of tha
Lord he waa safely through with his 4

good roun’' mouth ul o
das, ﬁ:l l‘ “'_r
e w
shootin’, anyhow — an' he dldn't care
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WHEN OPPORTUNI-TY KNOCKS ON THE
DOOR IN VAIN--By Gcorﬂé L. Knapp
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od with the Paris branch of the Terror-
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