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' “THE DEVIL"—A PLAY
- AND A CONTORTION

.

.

& A Disquisition on a Drama Whose Morals Languish
 and Whose Presentation Was Made Nauseatingly
~ Vaulgar, Together With a Comparison of Two
Comgnnm Strugdling With the Same Su]plmrous
Farrago and Its Bewildering Interpretation.
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; By. J. F. §
T. WAS disconcerting in the extreme to return from a poor few days of
rest and recreation in the mountains last week and to find !hnt in my
absence the mice did play and had taken to going to two dc_vlls at once.
+ ™ Buch things are all right in New York, where the Bo_wcry‘ahll exists and
I% where each man does what his neighbor can't see. But in quiet, respectable,
’priﬂg—h:c!ed Portland! Who would have thought it?
The vacation consisted mainly of such mildly entertaining amusements
falling down precipices, into trout streams and over deer licks, the while
with equally uncertain rifles. It was but tame
gport compared to the feast that the Bungalow and the Lyric had thought-
" fully provided for my return. Not daring to break into the Molnar play,
-3 'qllllyagmlutely fresh and sane from my recent contest with the woods and
i the wilderness, I, submitted first to the vaccine offered by an Orpheum bill
| «-the precaution proved worse than the diseasé could have been—and then,
“donning my reddest necktie, sallied out and took in both devils in one long
\ ‘and dreadful, never-to-be-forgotten day.
In former days the devil—the old-fashioned devil that is, and not this
" mew and alarming creature who is to be surrounded by quotation marks—
\held his place in the quota of the world's assets as a personal creature with
8 red tail, sharp horns—like those of a two-point buck, to use a woods com-
parison—and angrily waving tail. My first idea of the gentleman’s appear-
ance was gleaned from a classic entieled "“The World's Great Disasters”—
the volume was the piece de resistance of my childhood’s dentist’s waiting
room and is irretrievably connected with fear and wrechedness—in which
the devil himself was the frontispiece, done in colors of red and black. And
' such, through many sittings of “Faust” and Goethe and Milton, he remained
until I saw Franz Molnar's play. | And Molnar's conception of the devil as
i the spirit of temptation that assails us all, while no more original than
Gotnod’s phopshorescent and sulphuric creation, has the charm of novelty
‘in that it infroduces him as a purely psychological fiend.
e Such a Clumsy Devil,
T Yet you can't even call him psychological without immediately beginning
I to qualify your announcement. He's such’a clumsy devil, he meddles so
. long with little things, He devotes nearly two days tF wrecking the souls
! of three people, two of them so weak that the change from a namby-pamby
I Jonging to do evil to an actual revelry of wrong-doing is salutary rather than
anything clse. In an age where we regard anything as better than merely
b megative living their “fall” is a matter for congratulation.
: Unless you saw both “Devils” Jast week you missed something. If you
| went to the Bungalow and not the Lyric you missed the spirit of the play
N L emtirely unless you possess more intelligence than Mr. Bowles gives you
 eredit for owning, while if you saw the Lyric and not the Bungalow you
failed to witness the most excellent acting of Mr. Sydney Ayres as Dr.
Kellmar, the Devil.,
| The simultaneous production of the play at both houses gave an almost
unprecedented ppportunity for a study of acting. As was to have been
expected the Bakel company, with a few glaring exceptions, gave the better
. reading of the lines/ But this was more than counterbalanced by the good
“gense displayved by (Mr. Blunkall in sticking to the play as it was sent him
‘by the manuscript jobbers. The reviews of the Portland production gave
)Jr. Bowles, the new\director of the Bungalow company, entire credit for
the improvements he Wade in the original reading of the play, therefore
periorce 1 must take it for granted that he and he alone conceived that

|

s
e
. 8s 3
I coyly dodging fellow hunters

T

b

d,\-L 3

g |

" unique and illuminative series of tableaux that preceded the first act of the
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Bungalow performance and that likewise the bloody and groanful end to the
third act was the work of the new stage director.
His idea of the intelligence of theatré-goers, while, it must be admitted,

is somewhat justified by the facts, 1s nevertheless a hardship that is neces-
sarily imposed upon everyone. The stage director received the manuscript
= for the pla!, read it over, and, presumably, couldn’t understand it. Noth-
L ing daunted, however, he reverted to childhood’s pictures of Satan, thought
" of the red lights and bat wings of Gounod’s fiend, and decided that the only
thing to do, inasmuch as stupid Molnar had introduced the wolf in sheep's
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s clothing, was to tear off the :'c;:l :t;lhrcAv[c:.li;hc devil in his true shape. - :; = . GBOEG[K H:?ARPER per b';'?:i’lfﬁuf'yw'ﬁﬂ nﬁ]:h;lzgn y eatohy
f LikeiTom Walker, he was not afrafd to view the devil in his orthodox M1$s VIOLA HUNTER *IJI’HELLGDJ YNNE atTHE STAR. |spersea. *
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AT THE GRAND,

elothing, “whatever scruples he might have about seeing him in a frock

7/ _SCENE'FROM_
“THE ROYAL CHEE"

PROMISES MADE BY
THE PRESS AGENT
Kolb and Dill at Hdllg-?l‘onlglat.
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excellent supporting company, will com-
mence an engagement of one week at
the Hellig theatrs, Fourieenth and Wash-
ington streets, in their lategt musilcal
comedy success, "Lonesome Town.” A
speclal-price matinee will be glven Bat-
urday. The book 1s by the lata Judson
D. Brusie, while the tuneful music was
enned by J. A. Raynes. These German
jalect comedians made an [nstantane-
ous hit with thle musical comedy In
Ban Francisco, where it ran uninterrupt-
edly for several months to crowded
houses, Its Paelfic coast success was
later repeated In New York, Chicago
and all of the other prominonf citien of
the east, and the critica throughout the
country are unanimoua In declaring
“Lonesome Town'" to be the liveliest bit
of nonsense that has ever been attempt-
ed by these Inlmitable “slim’ and "'fat"
representatives of German comedy,

he New TYork production has been
brought to the coast Intact, and the
plndr will be presented by the same cast
and in exnctly the seme manner that It
was during its extended run at the Cir-
cle 'll'leai.l'ltnFl New York City. Maude
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Lambert, popular Broadway prima
donna, will sing the leading role, and
her two great song hits, * rie” and
;"Junt Some Onae," are sure to caich dn
ore.

Another wellsknown player who will
assist the stars In the extraction of
laughter Is Billy Cllfford, who will be
geen a8 the tramp. A bevy of hand-
some chorus girls, who make a pretty
background or the sumptuous lmga
sotty will add thelr charm to the

Regular Baker Beason Opens.

» coat, and s0 he gave us that interesting series of tableaux vivants display-
. ing the fiend in his own really truly shape leading two lovers to destruc-
» tion and disappearing in a blaze of red fire and smoke at the end. The min-
B mte the tableaux began I knew what was going to happen. [ realized in a
£ flash that the name devil had suggested red fire to the Bungalow stage
% director and that it was bsund (o out, although I was not quite prepared
8 for the(liberal display which the generous manager gave us and which
" rivalled a country Fourth of July demounstratior,
Having been well prepared for what was to come by this preliminary
2" brimstone bath the play as a study of symbolism was completely ruined.
Tt was not left 1o the spectator to decide whether Dr. Kelmar was the per-
" gonal devil or a real man. There was no doubt remaining as to the identity
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. That had all been nicely settled for you befors
; _the curtain went up. \'qu couldn’t for a minute imagine after that that Dr.
& Kelmar might be an evil-mmded. cynical man, bent on breaking up a home.
. Your nose was beld in spite of your struggles so that you had to open, your
mouoth and take your dose of personal devil whether you wanted to or not.
But having established the devil as the devil to your own satisfaction
and beyond peradventure of an argument to you the heartless director sat
down and tried to conceive of some way of painting the devil still blacker
it Mr. Bowles some time in hic carly youth must have been a straight-laced
. Presbytenian.. On na other grounds cau his reléntlesg pursuit of the nicely
b concealed fiend that lay in Mulnar's creation be explained. He had no
. mercy on him nor on us. He conceived that enecirely unnecessary, inept
»and vulgar scene between two children and a scarlet woman in the second
L act. It was an offense not only against dramatic art but against the decency
" of the patrons of the theatre. It served no purpose excepting to prolong
the govered by the play and to irritate me beyond measure. And then
as

pleasant business.
band, was better suited to his part than was Mr,

in the darkness.
against which they had striven, weakly it is true, but still had striven, an
had been swept away by the evil that was within them rather than by th
horns and tail of Mr, Bowles' devil,

Honors to Sidney Ayres.

g

Ayres cirrries away the honors not only from his competitor but from th
other members of his own company. ;
because it was for the most part delicately suggestive of the role.

-

It was too much to expect that he would do otherwise,
the whole one worthy of remembrance.

and then.
characterization was on

Ayres, but he avoided his rival's pitfall of red.

the devil. - And he phg:d up to this with all the ability he had.

Izetta Jewell was better than Wirda Howard as'

sillier. Meta was scarcely the creature of Miss Howard's imagi

ne—correctly and most impressively played at the
by the way-—-harj the lovers, Meta and Franz, Jeave the stage for

room. Josel Kranz, Meta's husband, led by Kelmar, entered the
and Kt!mar pointed out to him the door leading to Frane's chamber.
Franz is sapposed to stand in amazed grief at what he sees while

L mat his watch, remarks that be must be going and leaves
» the silent figure on the stage and the two invisible ones

couldn't ook wicked and as though her
soul. For the rest the Baker com
outlooking if not ountplaying Charles King as Franz

in the baliroom scene, however, were awful to behold.

It is to be rcueﬂod that
could not hate been sense displayed in the putting on of the play.
Whatever merit it lJt::dl ghy -
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lies in its of the of evil
rear room. suggestion, the lesson of which was guite m overl okt o
very powerful mﬂ.ﬂﬂff‘! went way over the head of Mr. Bowles | literary standpoint the versions given here n‘tﬂ;m show the .&y t:r;':o.l “A Gi}ed Fool" at the Bungalow.
No blood and gore! No murder! No fine frenzy and passion!|Hittle value. Jts epigtams are not particularly scintilla althongh they| The Baker stock company will open
B0 while there is a stage dagger left in the effects of the | are cynical in the extreme and cynicism s usually confoun with wit. - [i |their weak &t the Bungilow this aftes-
k company. So the busband, having a glittering paper knife|is a story that grips the imagination because of tze suggestion that evil like [ Poon. using &s & vehicla this week Nat
his hands by the grinning Keimar, hops around the room ges- » omnipresent. Jt's not & new suggestion but it's been well sdver. | Goodwin's famous comedy success, “A
g Ahd pavtomiming, beating has breast and tearing his hair, advances | fised by quarreling and as » result both Portland houses di
b and Franz, makes as if 1o stab them, is held back by the devil, | capacity business all week The invitation to go to the devil was one

ain, with mace, and io
roms.back tg ibe hai where he presumably
) : most

n o was too tempting to be declined. And it's more thas likely that we
sticks it in
awful groams amd grusts

go again later on in
come.

n
the scasom and comtinue going for some sessons

himself, to
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The Lyric performance gave to that last scene something of the tragie—
indeed, the only bit of the tragic that was to be found in the whole un-
It wasn't because Mr. Carl Berch, who played the hus-
Gleason, it wasn't because
either the Meta or Franz of Warda Howard and Mr."Blunkall were bettar
than those of Mr. Ayres and Miss Jewel, bacause they were not, but it was
because we had been led to the very threshold of fate and were left there
We had followed them in their course of evil, a course

When it comes to a comparison of the acting of the two companies Mr.

His work in the devil was good
Hs, of
course, had to fall by the .wayside wheg it came to red hose and a red vest.
He, imbued with the spirit of the production, must wear something to show | ca]
that he really was the dewil after all, even you might think he wasn't now
But his
Mr.
Blunkall is physically and temperamentally less suitéd to the role than Mr.
. He, of course, had the
immeasurable advantage of not having announced beforehand that he was

eta because she was
wn. She

fimal scene, the zuthor having failed to kill anyone, to drag out any . L The opera Is ;t‘-nd in fine .style, both

.w or work any physical violence, the stage director added a suicide on ﬂ?:,lh;‘{; ?}fﬂ ~ l’h“:,;f:'ﬂ.ﬁ::,mﬂ hk';du‘f'f“‘." pﬂu “.“; E..m.a to “v:. it proper setting, while
- '""..”It' As It Is in the Book. ‘}f"l“ far below that of Miss Kent, although both left much to be desired pwnmm{n?omom w;‘rr.::i
3 [ &N

Dtk s fina! sce orence Jewell of the Lyric was not ‘adapted to the part of Bertha. She that ) e Srel B Meumten! even

ife had been “rooned” to save her
ay had the better players, Mr. Bowles
The dancing supes

with the acting of Mr, Ayres as the devil there

The first of the regular Baker theatre
traveling attractions that have always
heretofore played at top prices in. Port-
land will make its appearance this art-
ernocon In the person of one of the big-

gest favorites of the musical-comedy
world, “The Royal Chef,” which will be
seen at the pular scale for seats that
has been opted at this house, and
which will continue “for all attractions
that appear here this season. P

The music of "The Royal Chef™ Is
not only extremely catchy, but has
scored number for number with any
ever written for a single production In
many a day. The scanlo effects are de-
scribed na great, and the company, with
Willlam H.- Conley In the leading role,

€

€ | unusuall eapable. The locale of “The
Royal ' is the mythical *“Isle of
0o @ Tules In

* opver which éh

exal

to
rime minister, to find him another be-
'ore sundown or suffer a llke fate. The
prime minister fears it is a hopeless
task, as hls, time is about wup

usually
ody. It is claiming & good deal to
that thers have been now ideas .mV:S
in this class of popular entertalnment,
but the claim is certainly substantiated
in “The Royal Chetl.”
“‘lhu will be matiness W
ursday Saturday, and sea
the entire week aArs now seliing.

Beginning tonight the favorite come-
dians, Kolb and Dill, together with their

th Whiteley, With Kolb & DIIl in “Lonesome Town" at
the Helllg Tonight.
=~

DRAMATIO CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
ight and all wesk K and DIl 1n “Lon o
B Nis Ghtergon and all womk SrDHL i ‘Tonesome Town.
B% d“mw—;rm- afternoon &nd-week Baker stock company In “A
g.;a\é,—'i‘hu afternoon and week “Nell G R
RIC—Tomorrow night and week "Tennessee’s Pardner," by Blunkall
stock company.
RAND-—Vaudeville.
ANTAGES—Vaudeville. -
NEXT WEEK'S OFFERINGS
HEILIG—S8unday, Monday, Tuesday and Wedneaday "Comin’ Thro' the

f

e.
ngﬂk—"rh. Cat ths Filddle" ‘
E GALOW-—"The of the Golden West.”
YRIC—"Young Mrs, Winthrope."

-

——. e

row with the matinee there will be a

Eouise Shl net ShEapd o Bitn ackoel
upe o se

monkeys will be the headline :llracug:.

=n-

great chances for acting, and ocontalns

many of the wittiest lines and funniest

situations known tp stagedom to date.

Mr, Ayres will play the Goodwin role of
L ]
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Chancey Bhort. This Ia another one of those ext

“A Gilded Fool,” as the name Indi-|funny comedy acts that is a:w.§°-|"’§33-'
cates, tells about A young man of4joy by the old and the young. Thera
wealth, good looks and kindly heart, but| will be special matinees given during
Iacking apparently in brains, for he goea | the week for the little ones. For a Bpe-
the pace with a ru?lduy that would | clal added attractlon the management
cause a self-made milllonalre to simply | takes much pleasure in presenting “Ye
dle of npaplur or nervous shock. ut | Old Home Cholr,” a troupe of sweet
tin spite of hig training (or lack of It) |fingers, who are well known in all the

and rrivolous hablys, #his Chancey Short
has stuff In him, and It only needs the
touch of A woman’s hand to start him
on a different road, which In the end
brings him to a realimsmtion of what he is
anlc} what he might stlll do with him-
self,

bést eastern cities as one of the strong-
cat singing acts In valdeville.

The Great Lester Is .a ventriloquist
that can carry on & conversation with
his dummies, sing, drink wine and
smoke clgaretter ull at the same time,
his act brimming ever with comedy anid

The story is cleverly told, many inter- |8 & laugh from start to finish. Clem-
esting characters are “introduced and|®"#0 Brothers are muslcal acrobatic
strong ecenes worked up. For not one clowns who can produce musglc from

anything they lay thelr hands on, from
an old gum boot to a tomato can. They
finish their act with a side-splitting

moment does the plece drag, and when
Chancey enters the New York Stook Ex-
change, becoming the vietim of a deeply

lafd cheme to ruin him, things happen | "0medy acrobatic act. Mlss Clara Wal-
with remarkable swiftness, hen wll] €78 premiare pinniste danseuss, lpre-
i# apparently lost, the old ada wA [ Benis g rare noyelty act, the only lady
fool for luck, nsserts itself, bringing|!? the land that can dance well, sing
the play to a happy and logical ending. ;‘;;ﬂ; “gt:lﬁi?t{ ‘:?&E,’??"w":'ﬁ nnt'mmens:?wn
.T'he Baker stock company will be cast ploture Barltone saln and the gmgﬂph

as Tollows, and the stage will be under
the direction of Donald Bowles:
Chancey Short, Bydney Ayres; Matthew
Ruthven, Bannister Strange, bankers
and brokers, Earl D. Dwire, ﬁmea Glea-
son: Jack Duval, manager of the Phila-
delphia branch of Ruthven & Co., Donald
Bowles; Rev. Jacob Howell, who has a
mission, Willlam Gleason; De Puyster
Ruthven, Ruthven's son. Owen Blazler;
Perkins, valet to Short, Howard Russell:
Morgan, butler to Ruthven, R. E. Brad-
bury; Janitor to short Willlam Wolbert:
Margaret Ruthven, daughter of Ruth-
ven, Miss Ixetta Jewell; Sophla Ruth-
ven, wife to Ruthven, Miss Loulse Kent;
Mliss Jesslea Rood, devoted to the heath-
en, Mina Crolius Gleason; Nell Andry
Ruthven, her nlece, Miss Maribel Seyv-
mour; Maud, a maid, Miss Hazel Jowell

. * ok
At the Grand.

will present one of the very latest resls
of animated plctures divect from the
factory to Pantages Lheatre.

Today will be vour last chance to see
the present bill, which Is headed by
the Four Musical Hodges, presenting 4
beautiful spectacular musical novelty.
The Pantages theatre glves _three per-
formances dally. Doeors open &kt 2 p. .
Matinee starts promptly at 2:30 p. m.
Evening doors open promptly at 7
o'clock. First performance
7:80, second show .alarts at 9:05.
the habit and come carly and often.

* *

-

“Nell Gwynne' at the Star.
“Fascinating” and clever are some of
the adjectives the ciitics employ to de-
soribe the acting of Miss Georgla Harp-
er, who will appe in the role of Nell

slarts at
Get

Vaudeville of a superiar type will be Gwynlnc nt ttllm Blarlthnufrvlf ‘we!t;l: ::mo;
h 1]
found on this week's program at the | (FaPC0H MaL e HOCoy e ih B reper-

Grand and the popular home of light
amusement will present an exceptionally
strong array of talent. Sulllvan & Con-

tolre of different parts and interpreted
nll with skill and fidelity that show her
to be an artist of rure accomplishment.

Joseph Detrich will rform the rt
sidine have booked another of those|or ng' Charles 11 \\;:?Il theme tralned
reat shows which has made the Grand | impersonaters in the chief roles, the

play lovers of this city are assured of
an evening of unusual pleAsure when
I}:c rollicking Nell makes her bow to
them.

The story la one of the time of King
Charles II, with Cupid peeping in on the
scone and turning things his own wWay
when the situations become strenuous.
There I8 enough emotlonal eplsodes in
it to keep the spectator stirred up whila
he }a watching the unfolding of the love
romnnculhnt.ils Interwoven with them.
Thoere Is m valn of bright humor run-
ning through it all, in dialogue and
sltuations that It wins the eye and ear
of the fun lovers,

The management of Miss Harper I8
making a feature of this play and one
will see correct scenery and costumes

amous. For the headline act "The
Fifp Mr. Flop” wlll be offered. This I8
a clever farce, but the ochlef interest
will bo in ita people. Those appearing
In ths farce are Rube Welch, Kitte
Francis and Kate Coyle. Mr. Welch was
formerly a well-known theatrical mana-
ger In Portland and is noted as a
comedian, Kittle Francls is famed as a
comedienne in her own peculiar line,
Mirs Coyle was the flrl who introduced
and made polpulur Hlustrated songs In
Portland. All theatre-goers will be
pleased to welcome Lhis trio back after
an absence of several years,

All. Hunter and Aill will appear in an
act which they style “Activity,” because
ft fs so full of snap and excliement.
They are not still an Instant durin

thelr appearance on the stage. *“A|fo reach and every act.

Lucky Liar" is the name of the farce * *

wmchm‘l:ou:- Chevalier and company Lou

w ent, . v
Mlle, Theo and her dandies have a Famous Conifralto at s

Angela May, the young musical com-
edy and comio opera oontralto, will
open a mpecial engagement ag the Lou-
vra grill, Fourth and Alder, Monday
night next.

Miss May has sung steadlly on the
Paclflc coast for two seasons, and she
has been heard In opera, mual'cnl com-
edy, concert and vandeville. No singer
has such a large following on the coast,
and wsocially as well as musical-
Iy she is greatly admirnad. Bealdesa her
singing, Miss May finds time to com-
pose, and her Income from_ her own
songs 1s quite a big sum yearly.

ment At the Louvre grill

w "il‘] :,f f;l?(fllm ﬂ:ﬂl"

singing and dancing speclalty which Is
of grade and sure to be found en-
tertaining. In the way of instrumentail
musical acts there are few equals to
that of the 'l‘c-glreu}' Brothers, who
come to the Grand this week for the
first tlme.

ata ix a Jepanesg foot
This is one kind of agrbbatic In whieh
the orientals excel. Bdkata Is from the
Royal theatrea of Tokio. Fred G. Bauer
will render a new ijllustrated ballad and
there will be new pictures on the

be tha Inat performances
of the courrent program, which has a
number of Btar acts, such as Frederick
V. Bowers, the American tenor; Tom

Jjuggler.

lovers of song &N o

foore, the champlon “coon shouter.” and | fUnity to enjoy the rest, an those thea-

g. K. E:}r’:mat‘ t Is a bill ev‘:r\"::ns"}gl tre goers who get a “bite™ ore golng

pralsing. = home oan get double pleasure at the
¥ % Louvre after the play.

Webber's Novelly orchestra will va

At Pantages. special orchestral numbers, Miss May

will be heard from 10 to 13 nightly.
* w

Allen Curtis Closes at the Oaks.

The end of the long and succesaful
summer éngagement of the Allen Cur-
tis Comedy company will close at the

Oaks tonight with the presentation of
the excellent musical comedy, “Jakey,
Mikey and Ikey.” Throughouf ithe sum-
mer the& Allen Curtls company has given
the attendants upon the Oaks a new

(Continued on Page Besven.)

The highest priced acts in vaudevilie
are always to be found at the Pantages,
That Is the cause of the tremendous
patronsge extended to this handsome
new theatrs. The acoustics are grand

Patrons can hear, see and enjoy the per-
formance from any seat in the house.
The booking agents who, represent the
Pantages ciroult in New York, London,

erlin and Paris ars constantly on the
ookout for all the best novelties in the
vyaudeville lihe. ;

And for the week commencing tomor-

MARGARET TAYLOR'IN SALOME DANCE




