Her Predecessors?

T WO young girls are watching the

progress of the present presidential
campaign with more -than ordinary

Snterest. For the result of the battle of bal-
™ Jots will mean the elevation of ome or the
" other to the proud position of belle of the
W hite House.

* Will the happy one be Helen Taft or
" Grace Bryan? _
B Not only will the winner enter upon a
8 marvelous social career, but there lies ahead
& the ppssibility of another White House wed-
~ “ding. For who doubts that either Miss Taft
& or Miss Bryan will succumb to Cupid’s darts
before the term of the next President is
ended?

; And it will be a glorious thing, too, for
@ young girl to become belle of the White
Wouse. A wonderful career will be opened
to her. She may take place in history beside
the most prominent o/) those who have pre-
ceded her—Harriet Lane, Letitia Tyler Sem-
ple, the gay.and versatile Dolly Madison,
. for instance, to say nothing of a number of
& others now almos; forgotten.

, REVIOUS to that of Miss Allee Roosevell. the
AR only White House weddings, within the memory

of most persons of today, were those of Grover

= ' Cleveland and Miss Frances C. Folsom, In 1884,
. and Algernon Bartorls and Nellie Grant, In 1874
= - ‘Only four weddings have been witnessed in the
I White House during the last Afty years, and only
& gen In all fts history.
H Therefore, should Miss Taft or Miss Bryan figure
in & brilliant nuptial ceremony at, the home of the
mation's chlef. during the next folr years. she will
' mot only furnish new and Interesting history for the
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notable natlonal events.
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aspiration for a sogial career. | The childrem of the
family were too young, snyway, to branch out in -
soclal activities.

over the wedding of Nellle
In seeking for Interestin
fllustrate the =0
pants. to the da of President Buchanan.
*nothing dolng"
tion of Presldent Johnson, and Abra
too busy with the daily bhappenings of the Civil War
to pay much attention to the demands rof soclety,
even {f hiw children had been of proper age to meet

Harrlet Lane
Young, beautifu

the administra-
am Lincoln whs

Johnston, was
tress of the White

afterward Mrs
i and brilllant mis
House during the administration of her uncle, Presl-
dent James Buchanan

sition when the

gland, then the young prince of Wales,
visited this couptry In 1540, and ngf only was Grest
Britaln's preseamt ruler c
but he was
ties she extend

present King

the personality
I.s.hly pleased by the

daughter of Jamas
Buchanan's sisfer, Harrlet Lane, she was from early
s favorite’ of her bachelor uncle, and her
role as the hostess of noted peérsons was taken up
waa out of her
When Buchanan was sent by
represent this country
Lane, a vivaclous
with him to dasglé the gallants of London with her
beauty and wit. Her triumph in the English
was (nstantaneous and wonderful, Even Queen
toria was captivated The American girl

ts,
ADMIRED BY TWO CONTINENTS
When her uncle became President of the
States Harriet Lane toock her positlon as mistreas
of the White Houss with the sames sase abd grace
sdminimration was marked by & series
of brilllant social functions, and
queen of these
Hasr reaputation for

~lavish hosp!

What more could a young girl wish?

Up to the present both daughters of the leading
the presidency have beem considsred

¢ , In fact, they are. But it will not be

long wfter the inatallation of ope or the other of their

distinguished sires in the White House whan a new

bud will bloom into the fulneéss of soclal prominence

candidates for

court, Mias
13 yeara, went

young woman o

box elevate Miss Taft or Miss Bryan to that dazsling
They are girls of excellent

filled Attingly and well
training. they represent
traditions of sweet, clean, charming young American
womanhood, and either may be trusted to honor the
high position te which she may be called
of sense and mental
quired of a young woman slevated to surh A promi.
Not only this country, but the world looks
upon her with eritical

balanre Is ré-

.hl.l handsoms niece

beauty and graceful
plishments extended over two continenta, and In dis-
the hospliality of the sxeculive mansion
the mgst cherished traditions of Washin
social life. These traditions had been kit -Nard during
some of the former administrations 1

Lane became the bride of Heary
Elliot) Jehpston, of Baitimore She 4dled seversl years
A0 And aft & collection of rare
National Galleries of Art
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those tralts which served to render her a sourca of
intergst and admiration.

“She was IMied. by education and a long residenge
in Washington, to sdorn the high station she wAs
destined 1o flll, and acquitted nersell there, A8 iun
every other powition, with great dignlty and wselr-
possession.

“SBhe dled gshortly after the expiratjon of her
father's term, following her Intvalld mother Lo the
gKrave within a year.”

It Is sald that rs, Zachary Taylor and her
daughter Betty “movef sympathized with the display
and bustle of the White House, and they always
performed such officlal duties as were Imreratively
forced upon them by their exalted position. as a
task that had po compensation for the sacrifices at-
tending IL"

Eligabeth Taylor, who wns the third and youngest
daughter of the old warrjor Presidenty was 2I years
old when she assumed the formal dutles of the First
Lady of the Land, her mother being dlsinclined to
aceept this responsibility ofwdirecting social afaira.

Although she was Mrs. Bliss, wite of Major Bliss,
BElizabeth was sull dpo*miurl)' known as "'Miss Betty,”
and was greatly admlired by those who were fortu-
nate enough to be admitted Into the ecircle of her
friends.

Bome years ago & writer recorded the following:
“When the traditions and hlstories of the White
House have the romance of timo thrown around phem,
Betty Taylor will be recalled to mind, and fof her
there will be a sympathy that is associated with
youth, for she was the youngest of the few women
of America who hawve & right to the title of 'Lady
of the White Hougm'” This claim, however, In dis-
puted by blographers of Mrs. Letitla Tyler Semple.
wno, upon the death of her mother, bedame misiicss
of the White House at about 21 years -

Mrs. James K. Polk, dignified and ctitured, made
her social relgmn in the eéxeoutive mansion coldiky
austers and formal. Among other things she banish.d
dancing, as Mrs. Rutherford B. Hayes excluded wine.

During his tergn of office President Tyler, a wid-
ower, married g4 Julia Gardlder, of New York,
the ceremony ;being®performed in the Church of the
Ascension, New Yark elty. '

The firat Mrs, Tyler was an Invalld when her
husband succeeded unexpectedly to the presidency,
so that the direction of soclal affaire was left In the
hands of their second daughter, Mrs. Letitla Tyler

mple, She continued to discharge those dutles uniil
her father's second marrlage.

During her reglme as lady of the White House Mrs,
Bemple was very aristocratic in her ways. She despised
public show. Aecording to her own account, “Nothing
whatever, preceded by cards of Invitation, waa expeoted
to be considered In any other lght than as a private
affair of the President and his famlily, with which tho
outside world and the publlc press had nothing to du.
We lived at the White House preclsely as 1f we had been
In our own home at Willlamsburg."

SYSTEMATIZED SOCIAL FUNCTIONS

Mrs. Bemple reduced the public functions of Lhe
White House to a system. Every week she gave two
dinners, to which about twenty guests were bildden.

The first was always devoted to distinguished visitors
who had shown c¢ourtesy to the President”—a pollte
way of lmpressing the fact that only those were Invited
who had previously called upon the chiéf executive,
= The second of these weekly dinners was to members
of the diplomatic corps, distingulshed forelgners in
washington und statesmen to who Presidéent Tyler
wished to show attention. The dancing rooms were -
ways open until 10 o'clock. This was the regular pro-
gram for every night except Bunday. On certaln ocea-
slons the state ppartments were opened for formial balls,
which, however, closed at 11 o'cloc

Mrs. Willlam Henry Hatrison never presided ®wver the

»White House. During the short month that her husband

held the high office of President she remalned in Obhio
because of 111 bealth, Intending to come East later In

the year.
Under the brief administration of President Harrison

the mistregs of the White House was his daughter-in-
law, Mrs. Jane F. Hgrrison, widow of his namesake son.
She is recalled as a refined woman of many aceoinplish-
ments, and made herself very popular during her shoit

au§ as the social head of the administration,

sresident' Van Buren's wife had been dead seventeen

rears when, In 1837, he took possession of the Whije
ouss, His accomplished daughter-ingslaw, Mrs. Abra

van Huren, did the honorg'of Yhe exedutive manslion for

him, and dld them well

There was little of soclal elegance during the admin-

tstration of President Jackson. rs. Johh Quincy Adams,
although her previous social record had been brilliant,
was a semi-invalld during her resldence at the White
House, 80 that her regime cannot be described as more

than commonplace.

Bhe was the sixth In the succession of oecupantas of

the executive mansion, and with her closed the list of
the ladles of the Revolutlon. "A new genergtlon had
sprung up In the forly-nine years of Ind#pendénce, and,
after Dber retirement, younger aspirants claimed
honors,” says a historian.

tne

Mra. James Monroe was an elegant, accomplished

woman Who had learned much of the social ways of the
world through her life at various European capitals,
Her bealth wag poor during her husband’s terms as chier

magistrate, and for that reason her social me iy not
numbered among the brilllant ones of White House his-
to

n:-"ro presarve a custom established by her prede-

cessor,” a writer of the time stated, “she gives what
ara termed ‘drawing rooms’ for the purpose of grati-
fying the wishes and curlosity of such strangers aa
.:::‘y‘ ng rooms’ are conducted on principles of repub-
lican simplicity, and are widely different from the
magnificence lnd.:‘pi.ndor of the English levees; the
rooma sre crowded,

motion of the company incessant®™

leasea to visit her and the Presldent. These

the hum of voices loud and the
When Mr. Momryoe became President the White

., Gestroyed by the English during the War of
ﬁ‘:‘;,“nsd Pesn partly rebujlt, but it offsred faw com-

torts and no elegance
T

he furniture was not of uata sort, and the

debris of the destroyed bulidin Lr in heaps about
the fAsw mansion.
y -

n direction of Congress, Con-
then In 8, purchased a sllver servies of
which was forwarded at once, and which was

_'tm.gam repincad by a more modern service in 1844,
o

Doily Madison was, perhaps, the most notabie
jstress of the White House during its sarly history

peid that the forma and ceremonials which had
rr:p‘:r‘l the drawing rooms of Mra Washington and

Adams @ull tadious were m-vﬂr anished.
ison‘s chisf alm was to be popular and o,

and no kind of stiffness was parmit
Mlplrr:l:: bher husband's administration brilliant and
.
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