e — e et = . et

PORTLAND,  OREGON, SUNDAY MORNING, mrmnzo. :m_"

e —— A — e =

HE western multi-billionaire had
completed arrangements to move
East.

“But I am undecided as to where we
ought te live, dear,” he said, over his
breakfast one «’ay His wife, a plea.mnr lit.
tle woman in brown, viewed the change
with some concern.

_“Is ierribly expensive to build)” she
said; “and now that you are going to settle
down-—-—wel) you sce, we wish to enjoy all
the luxuries.”

“Yes,” he replicd, munching a choice
bit of cured ham. “I'm giving up work and
I'm going to live easy. And we're going to
be real swell. We've made quite a little
pile out here in the wilderness, and now
we're going to settle down and 'live as we
should, like a king and queen—eh, litile
one?”’

So they journeyed East—and lived in
a hotel. This was not remarkable; the
number of hotel residents in America, from
New York to New Mexico, from Maine to
California, is increasing every year. The
hotel habit is one of the most wonderful
products of recen years. America is be-
com:7 a nation of hotels.

nd is it remarkable that it should
be sof Imagine the cost of having in your
private residence such inmovation: ‘as you
enjoy in the swell hotels! Pneumatic mail-
ing tubes in every suite, automatic dish re
movers, aerial dm:ng rooms, cold storage
for the womenw's furs, electrically- heated
chafing dishes, vdark rooms for rge kodgk
fiends, Iong—dmauce telephones in every
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suite, heated clectric dumb-waiters, pneu-
matic tubes to the hotel kitchen, automatic
thermostals to regulate the temperature to
your comfors, open fireplaces for wood,
silver-lined kitchen utensils, cold-air regis-
térs to cool the rooms in summer, perfumed
water for bathing, filtered air freed of dust
and microbes, gold dishes, and every want
looked after as if by intuition!

Is it any wonder America is becoming
a nation of hotels?

'ﬂun 1s nothing which has as yet been con-
man by which se much happiness Is -
wodu u br & good tavern or Inn.—Dr. Johnson.

NE thing was not dreamed of in the
Arabian Nights; modern times offer
something more wonderful than any of
thamruh wrought by genii in Sche-

herezade’s amazing tales
That is the modern hotel.

It is a wonderland—a fairyland of splendor.
It offers comforts many ki do mot enjoy.

Its chambers are more splendid than the most
magnificent palaces of Europe. And its kitchens

offer foods such as Lucollus snd Epicurms in
thw‘dvﬂdut of gastronomic dznnu Bever con-
cei

And inconveniences are cbviated which are
bound to turn up, even in such well-regulated
homes as those of ihe W organs, Rockefellers
and Carnegies.

It is doubtful if Bolomon's palace offered
such a scene as that presented when 1000 electrio
bulbs, at & turn of a button, flash dazzlingly in
the marvelous hall of Numidian marble in »
well-known New York hotel; it is handly pos-
sible that Louis XIV, in all his elogance, saw
such splendors as the gobelin-hung chambers in
another, where these is a 10,000 bad. Esen the
Caensrs, could they be resurrected, would un-
doubtedly gasp with astonishment at the sight
of a botel kitchen, fifty feet beneath a street,
where seventy-five cooks, workine in relays over

stoves whose fires mever are exti pre-
pare offerings to the great god Appetite.
Thnodznb‘d merks “the climax of
hn:nwfmudltmr:
month or so ago, at & meeting of the
Hotels Company, jnln.lh!-rl
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of  Bessborough became lmhr)mose when he
viewed the hotel situation in England.® The
number of residents was falling off, hotels were
losing money, and the increasing number tended
to make competition so keeun as to eliminate all
profit. The consumption of wine and food
had fallen off—within the last ten years the re-
ceipts for wine have decreased 50 per cent.

If Englantl presents this face of the medal,
America can show the other. Never in the his-
tory of the country has hotel trade experienced
such -a boom. Each year new hotels go up, and
each year one finds peuple scrambling for accom-
modations. Hotels are no sooner opened than
they are filled.

Comparing the best hotels of Europe with
those of this country, one is struck by their in-
feriority. About ten or twelve hotels in Lon-
don are recommended by guidebooks as “first
class.” It is asserted not one equalk the best
of the “second-class” hotels in New York. Of
more-than 450 large hotels in the American me-
tropolis, nbout 100 are first class, judged by ths
highest European standarde.

New York has often been called a city of
hotels. The estimated botel population exceeds
150.000. America, by Europeans, is often called
a nation of hotels. How many persons live in
these three-to-ten-million-dollar homes it would
be difficult to estimate. But the number is in-
creasing year by year, and New York may be re-
garded as & gange of the hotel business.

From the Atlantic to the Pacific; snd Trom
the boundaries of Cansda t + the Gulf of Mexico,
one will find hotels offering cinveniences novel,
indend, in the history of the world Take the
leading caravansaries in the various large cities,
and in them you will find the apotheosis of

- = :
| P Sy A o, e I e
e . ) r—

American wealth, !u;ur:. comfort and what not.

The modern hotel is a town—nay, a ¢ity, &
mnnuf&ctunns industry, = theater, a restaurant
—in itself. In one leading New York hotel are
750 bathrooms. Ahnoumtimmmﬂ
bomedt.bculwoto-hsndnudy--lﬁ
servants, while daily as many as 20,000 persoms
can be served in the dining ball

There are m the hotel ldﬂﬂnul*
graph offices, a machine shop, an ph&h
plant, an iu
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smith shop, tinsmith shop, plumbing shop, uphol-
stering shop, barber shops, a fire department, a
police force, a private detective bureau, a gro-
cery warchouse, a hothouse, steam laundry,
printing office,

In the wine cellar are e half milion dollars’
worth of aged and aging wines; each year is
spent $50,000 for linen, $57,000 for butter, $13,-
000 for eggs, $42,000 for fruit, $80,000 for vege-
tables, $113,000 for poultry, 6-00000 for meat
and $30,000 for flowers.

And the cost of the hotels! Corporations
sre behind them. .In them afe sunk many kings’
ransoms. In New York eity, the metropolis of
hostelries, there are invested in the Plaza Ho-
tel $12,500,000; in the Belmont, £0,000,000; in
the Ansonia houses, #4,000,000; in the Gotham

and St. Regis, $0,000,000; in the Knickerbocker,

7,000,000; the Astor, $6,000,000; the Breslin,
$3.000,000; the Seville, §1, (00,000, and the Mar-
seille, $1,0U0,000.

Within one year foety hotels werc put up in
Manhattan, at a cost of $20,3|5000 the follow- _
ing year the number increased to ninety, with an
investment twice as large, exceeding $40,000,000.

Talk of a booming bucine 258 |

And when it comes to elegance—the thought
almost awes one. How European palaces are




