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M< CALL
MANSION, PALACE
§ OF TRAGEDY TO BE
MADE A RICH MANS
OUTING RESORT J

MERICA has now the most beau-
tiful, the most luxurious and—
without hyperbole—the most mag-

nificent country club in the world.

It is the home of the Brook Lawn
Club, at Norwood Park, near Long
Branch, in New Jersey.

In its architectural beauty, in its splen-
dor of appointment, in its more than classic
elegance, and in the sweep of the broad
acres amid which its marble grandeurs glow
whitely against the sapphire of the sky, it
is like some jewel of man’s most ambitious
ari—one of those triumphs possible only

“for a monarchy or for those families whose.

resources were dynastic, like their antiquity.

A jovial,. gay clubhouse -today, the
walls have had barely time to lose from
their echoes the footfalls of the man who
male it whag it is, and then died of his re-
verses and his chagrin,

*He shall return no more to his house, neither

thall his place know him any more.*™
~0ld Testament.

HERE was a lad named John A. McCall

in Albany, N. Y., in 1867, who, likc most

other Albany.-boys, had to hustle for a

living. His peculiar bent for hustling

took him promptly into that field which all its
devotees deem the sovereign nepenthe for hustle,

Politiecs gave him a #15 & week job as a
‘elerk in the old assortment house for state cur-
rency, at Albany. In 1860 politics advanced
him to $800 & year as messenger in the State
Insurance Department.

He had a wife and child dependent on him
and his little clerical salary, when .ome of the
New York overturns in politics,* which harve
kept it among the most influential as well as
the most doubtful states of the Union, put in a
‘Republican Governor, with a Republican su-

imtendent of insurance ss the natural eorol-
: % Thabc:erk. Mt was & Democrat, but
sery wide. between the cyes, as physiognomists
eonstantly remarked later in his career.
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‘'m willing,”
McCall, smiling.

He continued to be so 'will-
ing that, what with the strong
friends :he speedily made
among influential Repablicans
and ‘the jthorough study of in-
surance law and. the depart-
ment’s  management: which* he
made for himself,- he ‘rose to
the : post .ef «examiner," of “dep-
uty superintendent,
1884, of superintendent.

Two years later he became
comptroder of the Equitable
Life, at 815,000 a year. Within
six years he was president of
the New York Life Insurance
Company, with a salary of $75,-
000, .increased ' to $100,000 in

1901.

They say that, from the
vime he irst surmised the possi-
bilities of his career, he cher-,
ished the vision of the home he

answered

the subsidiary issuve.
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administration, ate

mbers, elected by two-thirds vote of the

_ board of governors, wi. pay only $800 per year

Bo, out of the fortunes of hundreds of men

a home is being formed which proved too vast

Jdor the fortune of one leader among them. So
commaodious is it that the hund and theiy
(friends, will find.it ample for all the luxuries
‘they can demand ofui: m‘;oum

* There . is no other club anywhere in the
world - that has so imposing a home—none that
‘has such a spread of screage. The land elone
cost $100,000, Originally farmland, it under-
went at the behest of MoCal' a metamorphosis
more marvelous than the transformations
wrought by fabled Aladdin with his wonderful

D.
Gr!eu}stud, sweeping broadly, a restful
and seemingly boundless delight to the eye, em-!
bracéds within its verdant vistas lakes that are

green-blue gems,' relieved by the white and

gold of’ chaliced’ lilies. ;
The artful terraces and walks limit or lead
naturally to the most attractive of old-worid
gardens. Half a -mile away purl the dying
waves of the Atlantic, shimmering blue 'to the
far horizon, yet always capable of its mighty
storms, that send the diapason of their: thun-
derous breokers thrilling through the &ir to
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have achieved the means of its realization.

Between 1003 and 1904 he built at Nor-
wood the palace of his dream. A couple of
years more and its builder was dead, his for-
tunes broken'by-the reverses incident to the
insurance investigations which held the at-
tention’ of the nation month after month,
Under that tremendous strain the powerful
will had collapsed. John McCQall, poor Al-
bany adventurer in politics, dreaming gran-
deurs, hsﬁZmde his dream come true; but he
perished if-the winnipg of it.

It was one of thése razing crashes which
are so prone to befall the swiftly reafed, and
more swiftly ruined, American fortunes.

" “His place knew him no more,” nor any neo-

' Loy

.pla who were his. A speculator, dazzled by

the splendors the millionaire had wrought,
clutched at the marble mirage, in the hope of
realizing the million it had cost its creator.
But the weight of the mere shadow of its
possession was too -ponderous for specula-
tion’s -momentary, feverish strength; it re-
verted to the Metropolitan' Insurance Com-
pany on foreclosure of mortgage when he de-
fanlted mpon the interect.

But its brilliant beauty was there, allur-
ing others in.its réality, as for so’many ardu-
ous yhars the mere imqini:;gtg it had al-
lured . the at te o insurance
world. Neg%rt?atiomnn two years ago by
a group of New York bankers, brokers, law-
yers and others endowed. with “large fortune

or modesate wealth, have ended in the pur-
chase of -the entire Norwood property for the

purposes of the mewly formed Brook Lawn
Country Club.

The membership includes such- well-
known New Yorkers as 8. R. Guggenheim, of

the American Smelting snd ' Refining Com-
F. C. Young, pres lent of the First

o Eu-F.
_'ﬁon‘] Bank; Myron H. Oppenheim snd P.
Sanford Ross, government contractor, with
others whose activities are not centered di-

tlx in New York, like Uzal H. McCarter
rﬂm of the Fidelity Trust Company, of

N. Jd
e servants are already at tfhe club-
and bungalows—a score of them—
in te not less than $50,000,
the familiss
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that near abode, in all the calm and péace of its
palatial security. =

It rises up, enduring in its marble white-
ness amid the solidity of the granite pillars that
bound the estate, a Blace of admirable loveli-
ness, its broad piazzas, its many balconies, ita
roof garden and its promenades affording in-
imitable views of the countryside, inspiring to
day dreams with its visions of the ever mutable
sea.
At night stately electric standards light the
ways, with great Italian:lanterns, in bronze,
glowing at the porte-cochere.

The reception hall, in Ttalian.renaissance
and hung with Nile green silk richly embossed,
gives upon the great central court, soaring to a
supetb glass dome at the roof, sixty feet above.
It is, in reality, a vast apartment, seventy by
cighty,'feet, whence springs the flying-stair,
twenty-five feet in width, which ‘rises .to. the

anine floor that served the first-owner as a
ounging room. -

To the right and left the stair ascends, up
to the promenade balcony on the second floor,
with a second promenade surrounding the court
on the third floor, the two promenades affording
access to the suites of sleeping apartments,
each with its'bedroom, dressing room and bath,

A soft ivory tone predominates throughout
the great hall, tinting the large, sustaining,
fluted pillars and the many, arches and balus-
trades. At the right and' left are immense fire-
places, framed under mantéls of deeply toned
mahogany, twelve feet in width and fifteen in
height. The woodwork throughout is mahogany
—the bookeases included, which are built into
the wall—while the electric lighting is in fix-
tures of pale-green Pompeian bronze, with am-
ber glass shades.

There is a noble dinicg room opening from
the left, its dimensions 80 by 40 feet. The
heavily beamed ceilipg is ivory tinted. The
walls, above the high wainscoting, are paneled in
silk of royal blue, the same rich color-showing
in the - tiles of the mantel, while portieres of
blue silk and leather screens in blue carry out
the harmony of -the schema.

Across the hallvare the drawing room and
billiard room. They are in striking contrast
with each other, im beautiful consonsnce with
their respective uses.

The drawing room, in Nile green, silver and
jvory, with its large mirrors, its mantelpiece in
Ttalian rensissance, and its emquisite cabinets
for bric-a-brac, is almost femininely delicsts in
its air of dainty elegance. \

The bilkiard room, nearby, is virile in the
jmpression it gives of strength and solidity. It
has the old English-Gothic design, in oak of
dark bue, with the walls bung in red tapes-
try. woodwork is elaborately carved, the
ceiling heavily beamed. At the fireplace colonial
sndirons stand, with a generous leg basket, both
in hammered brass. -

It'is, in troth, such a palace as & T
artist might bave dreamed in of that
poverty which crestes visions
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