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~ Victims of Ether and
gen Orgies Follow-
Those of Morphine
. and Cocaine.

;- CIENCE, that new, omnipotent mother

\

of humanity, is signalizing her con-
. tinual steps o ogress by creating
 mexw and terrible m‘ce:{' il

 Out of its simple, primitive knowledge,
- before almost omniscient science was able to
bring surcease of pain to body and often to
mind, humanity had to rest content with its
primitive, simple vices—its comparatively in-
mocuous tobacco, its slowly clogging gluttonies

* and its debauches in alcohol. Man's i gnorance

wvas his safeguard.

' But the tree of his modern knowledge
has vouchsafed to him very bitter and poison-
ous fruit. Strange, new drugs—the miracles
of chemistry and the marvels of the labora-
t1ory, the nepenthes of Jw§ery and the hand-
maids of. the science of medicine—are proving
Circes of destruction to countless weak, un-
wary mariners who do not know the dangers
of the dreams to which their jaded nerves and
senses are so readily allured.

The old fable of the Circean transfor-
mations of men into swine is being repeated
. mow—in absinthed Paris, by means of seduc-

tive ether; in wearied London, by means of
thrilling oxygen, and in nervous America, by
such an epidemic of cocaine and morphine and
opium as has left the medical profession ap-~
palled at the hideous results.

URRBE-oxygen has of late proved so valuable for
the instant stimulation of patients who are
¢n the verge of collapse, in various emergen-
cles of [llness and of surgery, that many well-

furnished drug stores keep n generous supply of cyl-
#ndors constantly In stock.

Occasionglly in this country one will sea oxygen
eylinders as a feature of the window display, with a
card announcing the fact that the gas can be had, in
&bsolute purity and In any quantity, at all hours of the
day and nlght.

The purpose of the display {s more for atiracting

. the notice of neighboring physiclans than for the Im-

public. The average man or
fron cylinders,

pression of the general
the bl
er»nnf thought of their

woman, in health, noticing
Passes them with no more
utilizsation tian the devout hope that they may never
be needed.

But in London, that wvastest regation of hu-
manity ever assembled on the world's surface, with
every pleasure dralned to the dregs by thousands of
men and women whose wealth has denuded them of
the capac'tr for sensatiom, the discovery of a gas
which s the very ecssence of the breath of life has
insugurated an epidemie of the most dangerous form
of intox!ication.

ashlonable West End, the facilities for
] exhllarating cylinders are far moras
mmon tuan they are st present in even the great
citles of the Unlted States. All the “chemists,” as
Erngiand calls its druggists, are only too eager to fur-
oxrien cylinders to customers, and the custom-
now only too eager to buy.

INROADS INTO SOCIETY
Thera has sprung into existence a regular and con-
siderable trade with women prominent in London so-
glety, who constitute no negligible factor In  the
sprendin g vies. The physicians of London concede the

truth, that the number of the oxygen fiends i» _-ua.dllgl-
increaning. Tha dangers Are belng heraided throu
the dally preas and the confidential secrecy of the
consullln rodm.

A fearful danger It Is, tod, one which s lepst sur-
miscd and least ant by the victims of the ter-
thie babit

Pure oxveen, to the human body, !s pu
in cur Inhalations of the ordinary
We draw in juatl smough; and mo more ihar
elent 1o maintsin & mis of chemical combus
il the Iast nstursl supply of

Then the human bdeing dles, a living candie
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the mensations experlenced by the Hnglish oxygen
flend when, with all London choking in its heavy alr,

even though its Infamously famous fog be absent he
turne the tap of his waliting cylinder and allows &
stream of thrilling omone to flow, drawing It Into hie
lungs with deep, pulse-ralsing Inhalations,

“I had an oxygen orgy today,” writes one man who
tried It “I had fifteen gallons, I fesl more inclined to
wrestlé than to write, from the mera joy of being
allve. After I had Iinhaled part of my supply. my
heart began to clamor, like & good servant who had
been lgnored.

“Exhilaration followed—aerial champagnes, life
ethereal, energizing the vital principle. ¥y @Ara sang.
As 1 inhaled more, 1 felt as though I were hanging
downward over a cliff. 'The protesting blood was
julsing in my arterles. Idens swarmed, but It woas
ard to seize them; I swayed as I rose to my feet"”

The man was oxygen drunk. It took ten minutes
to do It, while his pulse leaped from 74 beats to 90,
He stayed drunk for an hour, and then he appeared
to be as he was before,

Inhalation of the ozone form of oxygen In large
quantities inflames the mucous membranes, a plain
evidence of the consuming fire, There Is often a head-
ache afterward, seemingly no heaviér a penalty than
the common drunkard Pa“ for his aleohol. -

But the truly appalling results come mors Insld-
fously ,and muech more punitively. If ever the wages
of sin can be death, this sin entalls the extreme pen-
alty. The heart, continually stimulated with an ex-
cess of oxygen, hurls the blood through the wveins'at

a killing speed. The oxygen flend lives so fast that
early death is inevitable.

Only a iittle while has elapsed since all Paris was
agog over a scandal of the stage such as Paris itself
had not pmkusly succeeded In paralleling. enator
Beranger's crusade agalnst the nude In public per-
formances finally haled inte the courts a couple of
music hall managers and a wheole group of actrésses,
who were respongible for the notorious scenes of the
Ether Debauch.” One manager got thres montha in
Jull, and two of the women Iifty days.

The women had gone through, In publie, all the
shocking detalls of the new Parlsian vice, untll, ap-
pRrently overcome with the ether fumes, they had
toppled over, in thelr nudity, upon the furniture and
floor of the apartment shown upon the stage.

Paris |tself, apart from the scandal of the nude In
that affair, is t g its ether drunkenness with
much less alarm than London greets Its oxygen.
Parls Is occupled with fighting {ts familiar foe, ab-
sinthe, and does not recognize the Imminent dangers
of the newer vice, although all French physicians are
now on the qul vive for a grave epidemic of the habit.

In {its proper sphere, ether has proved an Inval-
uable ally of the surgeon, and it |s the favorite an-
esthetic of American practice, because the percentage
of fatallties attending Its use 18 much lower than
that of the chloroform affected by Europe,

With both ether and chloroform, howeavar, distin-
uished practitioners In England have recently con-
essed susplclon that profound changeés occur In the
blood wvessels and braln, which give no trace of thelr

exlstence at the time.
Years later, the patient
may succumb to apoplexy
or paralysis.

*In Paris it has become
the habit of many men
prominent In soclety—mem-
bers, indead, of the old no-
blesse — to earry about
with them vials of ether,
which they uncork as op-

portunity offera,

A few whiffs of the drug as It volatilizes under
their nostrils and they proceed, apparently sober, ap-
parently in their right minds, but actually with their
senses numbed and thelr brains hazed Intoe what ls
merely a sub-consclous awareness of their surround-
Ings and thelr movements, while thelr Imaginations
ronlm amid a day dream of revelry in luxurious fan-
tasies. .

The pecullar vices Indulged in by the two natlons,
respectively, are characteristio of their respective cli-
anfa and temperaments, The heavy, sluggish Lon-
donlalr Impels its natives to the gas, which gives the
sense of physical energy and mental exhilaration,
The light, gay nature of the Frenchman asks the de-
lights of sensuous dreamas.

But the punishment Is as Inevitable for one as for
the other. here the bored, oppressed oxygen flend
ays early with his 1ife for his brief hours of jubi-
ance, the ether flend prepares the insidious way for
ruinous collapss, such as used to strike down with
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horrifylng power Manafleld's Baron Chevrial, in “A

Parisian Romance."

Like s0 many Baron Chevrials,
speadily ahow the dreadful evidence of thelr debauch-
ery. Pallid, thelr faces drawn with the harsh llnes of
rapldly falling health, the youngest and strongest of
them rapldly assume the aspect of decreplt roues,

which, in fact, thelr excesses In ether bave made themn,
All the symptoms correspond (o the degeneration
which attends the growing American viece of cocalne.

In America, thus far, both oxygen and ether have
selsed upon comparatively few vicilms, too few to be
alarmipg In contrast with the known, dismaying facts

ragarding the provalence of the cocaine and morphine
habits, But it is feared that both vices will soon take
root In this soll

The usge of morphine, or oplum, is belleved by com-
petent medical author|tiea to greatly excved the extent
of the cocaine curse. Bul the latest ls always the
most sensational; and so more attentlon has been
glven recently by clty, state and national authorities
to the checking of cocalne's Inroads than has been
accorded the struggle agalnst oplum. Nevertheless,
cocaine has progressed with suoh fearful strides that
it Is now =almost quallfied to take [ts place beside
oplum, In ali of the poppy's damning transmutations
as a drug. .

The FPostofMce Departmeént has gone to the extrome
of -refusing to carry in the malls cocalne or any of
its compounds. Leading physiclans have remmrked
the fact that the price of the polson—so useful when
employed within Its proper limits for the rellef of suf-
fering—qulckly dropped from §5 to 70 cents an ounce,
solely because iis lllegitimate use made a market so
extensive that the supply was produced in volumes far
in excess of any normal need. '

The rich rall victims as well as the poor,. but the
prevalence of the habit 1s mors obvious among the
unfortunate and the oriminal of the large citieap—mora
apparent among the criminal than among the merely
indigent.

One réason Is that the poor possess moral stamina
which qualifes nearly all of them 1to abstain from
such sulclda! practices; the other reason is that the
indilgent who do become cocaine flends pass, almost
immedilately, Into the eriminal claas.

While the East has been in anxlous alarm over the
cocalne vice, the West has found oplum so extensively
used, by persons of the highest standing soclally, that
only constant crusades agalnst the druggists who sell
it has proved of any avall for its restriction,

Sclence, In no wise rexponsible for the human dere-
licts whose haggard, etiolated corpses roll hideouasly
in Its wake, must go on Its conguering course, dis-
coverliyg fresh saleguards agalnst the primal curse of
pain, whatever the losses among those whose moral
strength Is Insufficlent to fit them for the new temp-
tations the discoveries bring.

But cannot that newest of the sclences, the medico-
legal science, devise, instantly upon the great dlscov-
eries of the futur the antidotes of law which shall
make waak humanlty immune from its own abuses of
the blessed boons?

Highest Type of Art for

Scientific Books

Wér Zarl reguires, Grre avd Lawer ivess.

T HAT is that? A sunset seen through a

porthole! The effect is fine!”
“No,” replied Louis Schmidt, the

artist, “that’s a bird's-eye view, so to

speak, of the inside of a man's eye.”

The visitor to the art studio at the medienl
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Ze Artesl al Work, '

It marks the Wtrides of

exiremely impertant
and surgery up the mountain of progreas
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tissues, cultures of germs ana diseased mem.
branes With as much oare as the first-ciasy

duclions of the 4Tacased tissgea the cancersns
or whatever I} may be And while they work by their

landscaps artist spring in the #ifde I an. grilel alert, h vigilant
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Tiow T Thascles, are. shehibedd out

Later, when
talis have failed
present a record of Lthe work, he will have &
of the tissues, showing !he inflamed condition
actual colers

In giving & lecturs on this remarkable cass b
can illustrats 1t &s wall as though he perform
the actual operation beneath ihe eye of his listensrs

This s one of the advantages of high art In sur-

rery,
At the sntrance 1o the medical Iaborateries “of
the University of Peansylivania is g tower., Were &
he found

;unolfr to colimb the wblod stairs until
imeelf at the top be would probably be m‘g-l.
For the room In which he would find himself Would
be nothing J*ss than an arth's studie

There ars stands coversd with pigments and water
rolora. On sassls ars sketches haxy, undefined. On
& cAanvas screen, typleal of the artist stufie cariea-

rosghly drawn, tell of the
f.

e aperation s over and many de-
om Lha surgeon's memory, he may
Imn:t
n

You will find both Loufs Schmidt and Irwin P,
Faber genial men. ‘They ara artista of high rank,
and their names are known throughout the country.
Ask any one at the Academy of the Fine Arts in Phila-
delphia about them, and you will be told of the artist
sklll of both.

They are artists not of landscape, but of natural
scenery—the scenery of the human body, Thess two
men are the Millais and Claude Lorralne of anatom-
fcal and pathological art

The art studlo at the university is an innovation
in this country. It is regarded as one of the most
important adjuncts of the department of medicine.
It was instituted nearly ten years ago, and remark-
able ns has been the work done there, Its existence,
excepl to physlclans and surgeons, Is practically un-
known. .

There are made sketches, paintings, charts and
drawings (llustrating the most Important operations
at the University and FPhiladeiphia hospitals, (llustra.
tlons for books published by the medical staff and
for lectures and artlcles by the most eminent mur-

geons and anatomists.

Both Mr. Faber
routine work, have
feller Institute and
book on anatomy,
drawings.

The work extended over a period of twelve years.
In this volume appear some of the fnest examples
of this kind of art; you will ind limbs drawn, with
the musclies and veins exposed. done in natural ecolors,
falthful in every detall; you will see mleroscopic
paintings of sections of muscular tissues, normal gnd
alseased, painted from specimens studled by the aur-
tist through a powerful miecroscope, And these paint-
ings present as much, If not more, veriaimiiitude,
more regard to detail, color, tones and shadipg thm
any landscape or portrait, -

TEDIOUS AND DIFFICULT

The work ia tedlous and difficult. But It ls artis-
tle. There s no posasible doubt of that,

How do the artists work, vou ask? While you
pre there s doctor appears and says he would like to
have drawings made of the removal of the lachrymal
sac. The artist takes his pencil and hastens to the
operating tablee. While the work goes on he makes
a sketch 6f the operation step by step: his memory
must serve him well. for in the short time he can
only do It In the rough and later must make a falth.
ful wash drawing.

and Mr. Behmldt, besldes their
made drawings for the Rocke-
have |llustrated an Important
In this book are 2000 original

Or rhaps & surgeon wishes a section of tissus
nt showing the diseased cells. A small plece of
ifsaus ls hardenad In & solutiom, after which a thin

section Is meanted on & block of glass and stained
with pigments. Plaged under a microscope, It |
drawn, maghified from 1000 to 1500 times,

must be col-

Every cell, every rticie of tissue
ored faithfully. 1 ne the patience, the amount of
detall apd mastery of oolor required! This work

Mr. Schmidt's specialty.
artista know the tire structure of the
body; in thelr minds s a faithful pictare of the nor-
mal color and condition of all the muscies. Thia is
pecessary so they can falthfully show aAbmormal eon.
ditioss. And they work comparatively fast. A water
color can be mades In three and one-half hogrs, while
drawings in

with a

Mr. aces difMcaly
s period v fram Bve hours o res days
students In thelr uw"'c‘tl a.-ugrmrgh w“.“:'
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the ether flends ,’




