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F APPINESS on the
farm?
The full, rich life enj
the great_mass of the, Admerican peopic
is to be brought ap last to the ten mill-

clows. and more engaged in the agricuiture -

on which the whole ‘nation’s prosperity
rests, and to all those dependent on them
and on the farm for their daily living.

It has been the hopeless dream of gen-
erations. It is the approaching reality of
today,
By December of this year President
‘Roosevelt hopes to have in hand, ready for
use in his recommendation to Congress, a
comprehensive report upon the economic,
samitary and social conditions altending the
life of the American farmer.

A special investigaring commission,
consisting of highly qualified experis se-
lected by the President in August, is assem-
bling 'the data available from the various
sections of the country, in order that the
facts may be in hand for the solution of
what the President has declared is, in the
\sraiest sense, a national problem.

“Our attention,” he observed, in nam-
ing the commission, “has been concentrated
'almost exclusively on ‘getting better . farm-
ing. But good crops are of little value to,
the farmer unless they open the doorta a
‘ good, kind life on the farm. I am anxious
1o make the country life more gainful, more
attractive and fuller of opportunities, pleas-
ures and rewatds for the men, women and
children of the farms.”

Lhe commission includes Henry Wal-

lace; of Wallace's Farmer, Iowa; Kenyon
L. Buiterfield, president of the Massachu-
setts Agrienltural College; Gifford Pinchot,
o[ the United States Forest Service, and
Walter H. Page, editor of the World's
Work,
“While i1 mo sense a preh'mﬂmry report
of iheir findings, this article tells of some
remarkable betterments already achieved in
the American farmer's living conditions—
betterments now enjoyed by hundreds of
vhousands, and destined, within a few yéars,
10 be the heritage of many millions.

A litle land, and a Nving—surely.
Deaperate atruggle, and wealth-—posaibiy.

Which?

HE alte-native bas beca debated now for
some years by many, very many fami-
lies, who bave realizsed keenly, oftem
cruelly, the bard lines in which their

ways were set in the Baring cities of their illu-

to the towns, in the hope
soil their forefathers abandoned. Ma
bave the truth of i
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the 1100 baskets of Elberta pesches Mp. Hall
tells sbout as having been picked at Bridgeville,
Del, by Corpelius P. 3wgin from 208 trees
growing on a oouple of scres, and sold for
‘1140. Tb" b.“ pmnd ‘h‘"t Al WcTe 0{
ground can be taught Yo cfford s family a liv-
ing. . They hwm& that nature is not the
Diggard so many jeve her to be.
nﬂ&oﬂhudﬁ'dvbudnwn many
of them back, and those who stay sre too few
to compensate for the rast horde of farm boys
who annually forsake the farm, in disgust of its
marrow plessures and its laan interests of the

An CritchfeM

I 0y T A ey

-
-t -

3] . i } A 1 .
o - Tv‘-l i ﬂrl:' I'- T : T R - .|; 'vp"l‘.' ‘I.I4-. gL' 1."_
Rrchch il L A Iy

'OREGON, SUNDAY

o

suthoritatively indorse the dictum oi

a Bolton Hall, and declare that great
opportunities await the farmer ol

£

specialties. An expert like J. H
Reichert, in Berks county, in that

state, may demonstrate how

106

actes-can support 105 animals—cattle
and borses. But aléays the lack of
commaunity . life, such as the cities
snd the towns supply, has left the
farm at a dissdvantage.

It is. as the President has now

one of
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very existence upon making the farmer content
to farm. Under his discontent the nation must
inevitably starve.

Again, as the President observed, the
achievement of reasonable prosperity is far
from being a means of contentmens-sufficient
for the farmer. Food, shelter and elothing are
not enough. More than any other people in the
world, Americans must have mental activity, or
they feel they are perishing.

The opportunities for a competence will fig-
ure largely in the commission’s report in De-
cember, for those opportunities are undoubted
and nuymerous.

It was Mr. Page, of the World's Work, who
published the corhplete secount, by H. A. Wood,

£ “Farmers’ Trust” in Towa, where 500
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Towa farmers organized a corporation that buys
all their supplies, disposes of all their farm
produets, does a profitable business of £620,000
in a year, end defeats every trade, railroad and
financial interest that has attempted to practice
upon the members the familinf tricks of. chi-
canery and extortion.

The farmers have in their own hands the
earning of competencies ~nd the assuring of
them against any attempts at economic robbery.
But they ere helpless against the weariness of
their sonsvover the farm’s dulness; often hope-
leas in face of the conditions which keep’ thou-
sands of able-bodied men walkigg the cities
streets, while the farms groan under erops that
cannot be harvested for love o§ money.

The most impressive example of what has
proved n complete solution of the problem under
one set of conditions must be Jthat.of the
Utopia which has sprung into existence under
the reserveirs now reclaiming the arid West into
a paradise of plenty.

On the irrigated lands of the West thero
has come into being a form of community lifo
that offers more to the individual, singly or col-
lectively, than anything a. yet proposed by the
sociologists, ¥t harks bacik to the days of our
ancestors, when the family grew so large as to
form a village and lived in harmonious sociabil-
ity; but it adds to that life every convenience
developed through the passing of the centurics,

CITY AND COUNTRY IN ONE

It combines the advdntages of the city and
the country into one congenial whole; but, in so
doing, avoids the undesirable features of each,

The origin of the community idea, as at
present existing, was in such sections of the
West as Redlands and Riverside in California,
the Salt River valley in Arizona, and the Ya-
kima valley, in Washington,

There was, at first, little value in the land..
It was practically useless unless irrigated. The
owners of property at Redlands, now worth
$1000 an.acre, thirty years ago protested when
it was assessed at 75 cents, \

Because of their individual inability to pro-
vide irrigation facilities they pooled their inter-
ests and were able, working together, to provide
for a water supply that would serve them-all. |

The community of interest brought them
together in a battle against the common enemy,
the desert. They built storage reservoirs, dam-
med and diverted streams, constructed  systems
of ditehes, did whatever the exigencies of the
given case demanded.

After their co-operation for the construc-
tion of a water system, similar action became
neceseary for maintenance and distribation of
the water. Organizations were perfected for
the administration of the system that provided
the life-giving fluid. Thes> (rganizations, being

(CONTINUED ON INSIDE PAGE)
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