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Preventable Losses
Reach Stupenclous
Figures Throughout
the Country .~

URING last year the imerican people
adhering scrupulously to their estab-
lished rules of building construction,

managed to burn down $199,383,300 worth
of property.

It was a disappointing record. The av-
erage per year for the last five years has been
$251,000,000.

This year, hoscever, has done fairly well
in the property-destroying line, for it has fur-
nished such record conflagrations as the At-
lanta fire and the Chelsea blaze, the latter in-
volving insurances amounting to $8,846,879.

Europe gazes with awe upon the lavish-
ness of the United States when it comes to
grand bonfires. Some European countries are
so envious that they profess 1o regard us as a
peculiar breed of lunatics, unique in our ambi-
tion to possess the continuous record for un-
paralleled fire losses, in life and money, as we
are rapidly acquiring world records in most
other forms of human—and inhuman—en-
deavor.

Building experts, insurance undersriters
and specialists in public safety at home are

ED BY FIRE $240.0000
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mare moderate. They class us simply as id-
1ols, -

The difference is that the lunatic
inally had some intelligence; the tdict had
none,

All the while, according to the opinion of
Richard L. Humphrey, swho is engineer in
charge of the structural material investigations
of the United States government, and has held
the highest official positions in the national ad-
visory board on fuels and structural materials,
insists that the millennium in fireproof con-
struction is at our command for the wishing

of it.

The spectacle of a whole nation ardently
engaged in erecting buildings studiously plan-
ned to ardently burn down again is curious—
more curious to ity own eyes than to the eyes

0/ others.
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N 1207 the scant two hundred milllons of losses In-
cluded no fewer than twenty-five flres, each of

I whileh entalled destruction amounting to half &
miiillon dollars. There were two thut overtopped

the milllon—one of them burning the street rallway
cat Latrns In New York city in April and the other
the great elevator fire at Buperior, Wis, In September.

Neaurly all of those Iarge fires were communlity fires
—confagrations spreading from buliding to bullding
In the varlous communitles where they occurred, lm-
possible of limitation moere economlieal than they re-
ceived, even by fire departments which are as much
marvels to Europe as are the conditlons that foster
the fres they fight.

The bullling laws and the well-nigh ifmhbecile lnx-
Ity In enforcement of the bullding laws of the dlffer-
ent communities that so Insanely burned thelr money
wera direcily responsible for the enormous lO38CH

1t thersa were any one year that presented other
and better conditionas of laws and construction, the
lurid, fAaring herizon of the chronleally combustihie
Uriited States might present somie safe haven, Butl the
records of the years are unvarying in thelr vistas, as

though one could not gaxe acrons the perspective of
thie decades without beholding this huge, new, rich
empire of man the sport of a race of incendiaries,
with a far succession of volcanoes leaping fAames to

thie Incentive aof thelr torelies

For the five-year perlod up to 1907 the destriction
Ly fire In the United Btates nmounted to §1.257.955.000,
an average of $F2530,000,000 and more par year.

The fre sequent upon the earthguake In San Fran-
cisco put upon the year 1006 the extraordinary burden
of $350,000000, ralsing fts totnl o 615,611,800, an
amount which may not be equalel for ages to come—
which may never be sgusaled (f the American people
in the matter of thelr confagrations s uld achisve
fenge enough to lock the stabile door before the horse
is stolen Instead of afterward

The record of thirty-tliree years,
the statisticn gathered by the Nationgl Bourd of Fire
Undarwriters, shows at & glance the steady, startiing
Incresase In America's waste of |15 niost substantiag
values

complled from

Annual Fire Losscs in the | nited States for Thirty-
three Years.
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That ovearwhe! fire losm of 1006 —06318 811 800 —
with an earihnuake visitation as the occasion far
$350. 000,000 of At been apcribed In the ehieerful

American fashis of disciaiming responsibility to an
sct of Provilen

It bheing the business of lhe
to pay the fire losses and of the peop
and recoup the uninsured |onses
well hear the blame Everybody
at that

Bul the aoalyeis of Ban Francisco's bulldings made
subsequently showed that America’s hulldiag*methoads
rather tha ong-auflering Providence, were to biame
for not o a yast percentags of the Ore losses, but
also for much of the dAamage eMected by the sarth-
quake So even tha! exceptianal year of disaster
Barked back 1a the pecple in proving them thelr own
worst snemies

Thoee ioswes of

Insurance companies
® 1o brace up
Providence might as
composediy let It go

1304 mere thap the natlon’s

M0 232,760 11

cont

whoile wheat crop which was ap-
“mm the value of the cottoan creop, worth P64l -
G4k
'
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1t meant a per capita loss of $6.10 to the entire
population of the country. If we disregard 1906 on the
score of long-suffering Providence and merge It Into
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thie los=ses of the inst decade, the price which every
man, Woian and child st pays annually on the av-
erage of ten yenrs for the nativnal Yonlires is 3250

A8 o mentns of comparlsgon, It may he remarked thnt
the 154 cltles baving o population of over
sustnined a tatal fire loss of §o-. 437l ar a
of §2.42, The cosr ot B bdings
lynding SAMe Yoear
1804 1t $678,710,969,
though the

in i

Jodun

per capity loss new

citles I'n the
amaounted ta

fook s

ereclydd In fortyv-nine
war $644.0200573; In

avd 1 1907 1o 81,076,286, It does
population were Indulging In all the contlagrations It
¢an possihiy afford.

And the total number of deaths from burna and
gealds fn 1900, the latest census year affording figures
falrly reliahles, was A77%—a holocaust which did not
Inelude those wha perished of suffocation In the pDa-

tlon's Innumerahle fres

1t is all—or nearly all—needless, those thouaands of
agonized deaths as well as those hundreds of millions
of woste of weglth

No more authoritative explanation of how neadless
they are nor of how surely avoldable they are could be
obtained than this, which has heen specinlly prepared
by Mr. Humphrey, government expert:
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“*T'he enormous losses of Jife and property by fire
form a subject which should be widely explolted. In
vrder that the publie may be brought to a thorough
reallzatlon of Just how great thls danger is. Untas-
trophes =uch as San Franciseo earthguake and
the tires at Collingswood, Ohfo, and Boyertown, Pa.,
prove to be but & nine doys” wonder, during which the
public ta horrifled and the question of safety in bulld-
ing construetion Is a common tople of ceonveraation,

“Hy ‘reason nf {mpdasibllity of securlng Im-
medlate legisigtion that will earreet the evils the dis-
asters exposs, the publie soon lupses Into a condition
of Indifference, from which It Is shaken only by some
similar holocaust,

“Niumarous bulldings are belng erected In many
parts of this country to which the term ‘fireproof’ 18
applied under the bullding laws. Thelr occupants en-
jov a false sense of security, which leads them to re-
tlie slinple precautlons g0 necessary

the

the

lax or disresgard
for thelr safety,

“Protably no ope stopa to consider the lack of
salety In many of them

the so-called ‘NMre-escanes’
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HEN Wu Ting-fany some time ago an-
nounced that he expected to live to the
age of 200 years, people from all parts
of the country wrote to ask him how

he could do this. His reply did not evineide with
the theory of Metchnikoff that the removel of the
lurge intestine would conduece to old age. Ile
¢aid that his recipe was two meals a day, absti-
nence from *meat, a diet of wheat bread, nuts,
cereals and fruits, deep breathing, mastication,
and exereise

Before Mr. Wu made this announcement a
club had been formed out West. the members of
which believe they will live ta the age of 100 by
a method of living wuch sirrpler than Wu's

S

Bmiles and a liberal use of lemons are the
chief requirements. The 100 Year Club, of La-
fayette, Ind., foinded by Professor W. Earlo
Flyun, of New York, is composed of the most
prominent men of the place. State Senator
Wood iz president.

W would you like tn & 166 years of ahun

dant and joynus Ufe?
How would you like to awake each morn-

I

ing feeling as sportive as a <-year-oid coit
running free on & Livegrass pasture’

How would you like to be so fllled with the IOy 4
living that work would he ane pweet song the bLlues
impossible. And the tax assesasor a welcome guest®

Accordin the 100 Yexr Ulub Just

1o the ivollrf of
organizsed all these blegsinge and many more are pos
sibie. The membars of this new orxaniwation contend
that 11 ix eass to live to the ripe old age of 100 And
they have pet oul {o 40 so
_ The rules By which the
Club sxpect teo fili out the
they grow old are simple.

imiles and lemons furnlsh the foundation for the
whole system' The smiles must be genuina poul-born
emiles Any sort of lemons will answar the purpose,
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memberas of tha 1080

century, growing ¥

W Vst

E2xFORM 100
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provided enough are taken. for [emong suppused

1 ey slem

to kill the micerobes that prev on

The 100 Year Club was the o
nnce of Professor W,  Earla F
skipped Into Lafavette wearing o
light-rolored suit of clothes ITe Lian a
light-colored clothing produves siilie
ket healtn, He allowed the pul 31 .
measura his expansion and stand on his O .

Professor Flynn made an tmapression. Ha
the indorsement of the ministerial association and be-
gan rrva"h!n? his doctrines,

FProfessor Flynn's theory of 1ife
as & mixture of physical cultus
snitles and lemons

Y ujppears
Fiyon
a very
that

galined

be described
mental sclence,

In the beginning he Impreassed thnt the
mind plays a great part in 1 uided gool
to the ministers. They he hur

shou'd pay a |ittle Attention 1o
living—that good health Is a part

INTERESTED MINISTER

Flynn
=econd

Hev.
FPresbyterian

Frofessor ama, the

the

One week aflter
John P Hale. pastor of
Church, and & nephew nf Edward Fverett Hals,
preached a sermon In which he acknowledged the
work of Christlan Science, and predicied
all Christ churches wii ake the health ol
membears a departmen hurch wark

When Professor Arrived =
declared that he would

that shortiy
thelr

31.l'-"‘ i
Ing the cancan Dancing a8 not in the curriculum of
the 100 Year Club, but several of the stald members
have been cutling capers and doing stunts o ihe
wamazement of the inhabllants

At the sama time they keep on smlling
lemaons

The thief docirine of the 100 Year Club (a that life
in a Joy It Hive happlly apart from

Is really to
he must get in tune with himweelf
must think

reat big part—one
@ habit of smiling, accompanieal
lemons—gets the

and eating

el

predigested fond,
The mind
right
a few

piays a
and believe T
simple regu'ations—and
1t shogld

‘ he 100 Year Club are not especialls
pirict concerning diet Members pledge themeseives (0
eat less and masticate more. Two meals a day with
possibly a light luncheon, ls decreed suflicient for an

able-bedied man
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Ment 8 discouraged us a Jdiet, especinlly during the
BUMmins#r months. Vegotables are put down us the
most valuable food. And above all. liberal doses of
lemoan Julce are guaranteed to KUl mierobes In adl
KiOowWhn-ups

The ;-I;yt-h_'u! exorcime followed by the clubmen
does not differ greatly 0t that prescrilied by the
L age director of plysica Jitars iere are deep
bremthing, callsthenics, cold baths B sbove all, the
mind muset direct and alrol the sxr {ne

“lovk here” sald W member elub when
asked concerping the purposea of the reanization
“we llave no secrets an T re no invateries Wa
beilévi that by the proper will furce and the proper
Iiving life may be extended

‘Some of us have nut L nE *nough exer-

much, snd

ting tc

have C

cise, and some of us
some of us have been wllowing our appelites to con-
irol us
“We simply have resolved to llive slmply, to eat
1 but not too muech, to sxercide, 10 recognize
nature iptended we should be Well 10 gain
ynirol over thes Lodsy and te take pleasure In

rine of life unless
make us what we
the sunshine

is nothing to
right faar

“l here

the mind Is

are—if wa think right, we are ht See
and notl the shadows Just keep on smiling™
And how about the lemons? was asked
“lemions Brs KTest ynswered & devotes of the
century life idea 1 fee much betler spince uaing
them. Hrother Flynn ma have placed undue im-
thalr use, hut 1 tell you hat they have

portance on !
A wonderful one 8 BYAlem

eTect on -
excesds thirty and in-

T husiness MeN The
] W .ol pinte sepndtor and a
¢ Governor Hanly. the viee.

lewis pastor of Trimlty M

A prominent business man, s
“fillam V. Stuart one of tha moet
¢ the city and a formrer Lrustes

Tnivereity s the treasurer
mmittee la composed of Professor

PECTRINTY,
prominent attorneys
[

of Purdue
The sxecutive

W B Latta of Purdos, Forest OMiar, a lending furni-
ture dealer. Dr John P Hale pastor of the Second
FPresbyterian Church. the Revw W. Conner, pastor

ian Church. and Dr. § W. Stormer,

of the Flrst Chris
professar at Purdes

exterior stalrways #o constructed that under ordinary
conditfons {t 1s diMoult for wilk down
safely With any degree of rapldity. much less
lkelv, then, are people, under the excitement of a Are,
te-e5canae from a hullding? .

“In a fire people are practically bereft of all rea=
Incapntile of acting intelligently for themselves
necossary to bring to mind suoh cntastros

onn Lo
How

any

Ban,
It 1s
phes as I have referred to, and the Iroquels Theater, i
in Chicago, to reallze that people under such conditiond i
are llke a Hock of sheep or a herd of stumpeded cate
tie,

“A proper means of escape from a structure In
the ¢vent of fire 18 one by which a person |3 conveyed
quickly from the upper to the lower portions without
being compellied to exerclise any volition In the matter
and without endangering his safety.

“It would seem that we might take as an examplg
of n sugeested contrivance for rapid and safe exit in
case of fire the wooden chutes, commonly known a8
‘down and out,” which are to be found at the seashore
resorts and used for purposes of amusements.

“Such wn arrangement would be practically adapts;
ahle In the casa of schools, theaters and hospitals,
where n stralght chute from the upper to the lower
Inmates, and especlally the

only |

floors would enable the
children, to be aquickiy and safely removed from the °
bullding., BEven In the case of hospitals the patients in

their cots could be removed ln properly constructed
chutes withont seripus dlsturbance.

“In consldering the gueation of safety in structures
numbera of women and children or hue

where larga

man beings more or lees helpless are assembled, the
helglit to whieh such structures should be erected be-
comes one of pfle tmportance, 1 am of the opinlom O

that structures of this character should not be allowed |
that are than two stories In helght.  In such )
structures i1 would he practical to install one o®
more chutes from the second to the first foor, making
it well-nigh impossible for the Inmates 1o be injured
in the course ul thelir escape.

LAWS INADEQUATE

“The bullding ltself must be of the highest fires
resistive type. in order to reduce the loss of life to &
minlmiun; |t Is evident that no type of fire-escaps OF .
other means of exit will prevent loss of lite where the
structure is a tinder box

“The losa of life and property by fire in thls couns
try |8 appalling. The whole natlon wans Interested in
the Congress of Governors, held In Washington during
the month of May, for the conservation of the natural
resources of the Unlted States. If it Is nacessary to
conserve these natural resources, !s IL not much more
necessary Lo conserve the structures In which the re=
gources Nave bLeen utillzed?

“When we consider that the annual losses by fAre 3
in this country ars between §2 and §3 per capita, while '-
the per capita lusecs In the principal cities of Europe -
40 not exoeed 33 cunts per annum, [t ls evident the& =9
the laws in ths United States must be elther entirely
inadequate or Lnefficiently enforced

“T'he great cities of this country—New York, Philee
delphia, Chicago-—are sa full of fAretraps, especlally URH
the congented (istricts, that It s miracuious they w &

nNg A9,

mors

not destroyed |

"While It is that In Europe the per ol
Jomses mre much less than in this country, wWe
not lose sight of the fact that the knowledge of
1&g abroad ls no better thal
{ per capita loases Lhere are
to the fact t)at all buildings are required to
muech higher :ype It In the comstruction of lme)
der boxes, wh. n are not toleraled abroad, that
aponsible for cur ¢xcesalve annuai losson

"Our knowledge >f the fre-resistive pra
the bullding materiais s rapidly Mcreasing:
of conatru-t.on arte coming into existence, ' i
far greats existance o Are than has herets P
attainable .

1f one wuu
which have ocour

trye

methods of frej
own The low

1 byt study some of the -

red In rn:n!«-roodu clouuﬁ..

an he comparatively sma Bt

cm:p?f.‘,ﬂ :r:-.h_(rv-' epormoun josses of other §

sonstruction it would net be Bard to upd
nium is far from belng

-

L asihle mll.* iRl
p:’l'.'.hr. 3id be rne In mind, howevef, "'., ¥
ocssible to obiam an absciutely Arep 3
he term ‘fregrool 8 & relative L K

ens! 4 fire be suficient, And If it be |
- Nlo‘:':d. ‘lbfft s po building material Y
ta effect oy
“Baildings must, lhe el
maximum resisfanoe o :t 1 .
et balldisgs b :

ba o high

prool uﬂu erdinary condl snd,
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