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of horn, smooth as a pearl all over,

1

spoon, and no larger, if as large.

Pery carcfully he dipped it into the
little pile of drab powder on the highly cal-
endercd paper before him, and scooped up
a lilipunan spoonful. He shook i, swith
gentle solicitude, until the spoonful was
vounded off necarly level with the edge.
Then he deposited the poscder on a scparate

sith tts cup the shape of a mustard

paper, such as the drug-
gist uses for his prepara-
tions.

“That poseder might

3 be gold dust from the
' way you handle 11" re-
12 mﬂ-?'f\'r"d, the intercsted
5 spectator. ‘
1.1 “Gold dust!’ the
: seedsman retorted, dis-

dainfully. “Why, this is
" worth fifteen or pwenty
times its weight i gold.

Man, this is double-
fringed petunia seed,
worth $3 a thousand

S(‘t’dﬁ al J'{‘f{.‘ff’-—}i_{e)(} or
$400 an ounce’”
The interested spee-

[ tator bent over for a
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] i -
i""J'r‘r.f, earnm giy. 1" LI g
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This is pretty sericus business
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their admirable repertory last year.
florists have called it the “Rosy Morn."

7

57//"'/25-‘

‘e T, )
P ZPE o

-

i
! the sel

1 P Rt b |

r house cul-

1s sheet of

The flowers—

and, again, star
ww hoe sdded ¢

The

LrfES

Whether the florists drew their metaphor
from inimitable Homer, with lis reference to
“rosy-fingered dawn,” or, whether they discov-
ered the beautiful resemblanee afresh for them-
gelves, need not matter. It is an exceptionally
true comparison, for the new variety of petunia
wears, in the most delicate perfection, the rosy
flush of the dawning day, perlhiaps the most fas-
cinating tint man's eyes can look upon.

[t came from the noeth of Germany last
season, and won instant favor. Unlike so many
fads in flowers, whose trimmmphs ean be ecounted
by the hundreds, and whose quick decline hap-
pens almost as frequently, the rosy morn petu-
nin, with its fringed edge and its exquisite pink
shadings, has been more popular this vesr than
when it made its cordially received debut.

Remnarkable in sueh an event, its price re-
mains low—only 20 or 25 cents for a package of
half n hundred seeds. That makes its price at
least $500 an ounce to the publie; but still, at the
charges the public is called upon to pay for triv-
ial packets, made out of the 100,000 nnd more
sceds that go into the ounce of the wholesaler, it
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is cheap compared with the 50 cents per packet
charged for the little imported collection of hd.!{
a dozen fringed warietics. They sometimes re-
tail nt $1000 for an ounee; while many double-
fringed varieties of imported stock sell at 75
cents, or 81500 an ounce. |

Vet the petunia is neither the most expen-
sive nor the tiniest of the aristoeratic flower
seeds, '

There is the begonia, houschold word with |
lovera of fine flowers, to whom its intense Wr-l
milions, brilliant yellow and orange, rosy pink /
and ereamy white blooms, measuring us largo:
as six inches across, have appealed irresistibly
for yeirs. l

" Fine as are the secds of the petunia, thoss |
of the begonin are only half their size, almost as |
delicate as the motes that fly in the sunbeams. In :
England, where some of the choicest kinds are
produced, the buyer will pay $200 for an ounce,
if such a riot of extravagance should oecur to'
him; here, the charges on sach seeds are usually
double.  1le would scarcely escape paying less
than §400,

But, abroad, as here, the fine art of the
seedsman 18 called upon to split and divide the
ounce, even for the great floriste, down to the
gixteenth and thirty-second fraction.

All these seeds, from those at §5 an ounce
to those worth nearly &500, at wholesale rates,
are rold in fractions of sixteenths and thirty-
seconds,  The publie enjovs their outcomse
through the effdrte of the professional florist;
the very wealthy, through the skill of highly
paid gardeners.

The seed of caleoolarin, that strange, pock-
et-like flower, which comes into bloom in tha
early spring. with its “tigered”™ and spotted blos-
soms, is na larger than that of the begonia. Eng-
land charges $100 an ounee for it there, and the
price ris#s to $250 by the time it is on sale in
the United States,
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