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Remarkable Falling §

Off in the Number

Marriage Licenses the

Country Over

XCEPT for a handful of localities,
chiefly in the South, marriages in the
large cities everywhere this sum-

mer have fallen off in numbers to such an ex-
tent that where, normally, the marriage month
of June, for instance, ought to show at least
some increase this year over last, recreancy
to the altar has ranged from 5 per cent. in
Minneapolis to 33 per cent. in New York
ciy.

By the time summer flirtations swere
scheduled to begin it looked as though the
real, reliable brand of love, as registered in
the census returns, was not available in quanti-
t:os sufficient for fall delivery, much less for
tle elopements the country ought to be reading
about, i

Reports from marriage license clerks
show a similarity not often in evidence. " Yes,”
the chorus goes up from those officials, *‘the
marriage monta of June made a markedly less
demand for orange blossoms.”

Why this ded¥th of summer brides?
We do not know, but venture the shrewd
guess that a nesv line might be incorporated
into the “Waiting at the Church” somg—*1
candot get away to marry you today; my sal-
ary won't let me.”

HOW JUNE'S DEMAND FOR MARRIAGE
LICENEES TOOK A DROP

Clty. 1807
New Torl .erenenssnonsnsy vruuesn B T24
BOBON | i..isasssisnsanas AP R B ¥ |
Philndelphia senaEenetnn e 1 8 1
Chicago S e rees 4,208 ans
Cincitinaty e 6l 1
Be. Louls ...... 1,049 S4R
Baltimore ........ POl 24
Buffalo ....... 837 %
Minneapoils ...... 463 438
Loulsville ....... 315 £37
Washington .... 44 462
*Reports under new llconae Iaw probably not all In yet
All lpvers swear mora performancs than they are ahis,
and yet ressrva an_ abllity that they never perform; vowing
more than the perfection of ten, and discharging Jess than
the tenthh part of one—Shakespeare

where a stark-naked little sinner agalnst all
the rules and regulations dabhlied pink toes
fn a pool forgotten by the sen, and cried as though
he had lost everythiing In the world
*“Why. of all things! exclalmed one of thres en-
trancing giris, in the sweetly soft drawl that filis the
South with the caress of romance, “if it lsn't Cupid,
erying!™
“Yessum,” rejnined Cupld,
at eight af their lovelinesas.
“What are you crying about, Cupld, dear? asked

HI, bteach, dotted with bathers, looked partie-
/ I \ ularly lonely under the shelter of the pler,

with a blinking gulp

another of them. "Tell us, honey, do. I'm from
Tashington; and Lou, here, Is frim Atlanta—and
Adele's from New Orleans. We anll Jove you.”

“Me to get busy!" shouted Copid, his tear-brimmed
eves flashing all his habltual, mischlevous Impuilence,
while he ran for his bow and quiver beside the pler.
“You're the only ones, oulside of Kansas City and
Mllwaukee, that seeri to cara whether I'm still on
the earth or slmply a classle has-bean,”

The trio turned to flee, but tl;alr‘:mlnlne curlos-
fty inthrhlled them, despite the dang¥r,

“Cupid, boy, what 1is the matter?™ called Adele,
dark Creéola eyes following his rosy form.

“Why, nobody's getting murried, all over the
whole United Statea, except you peaches In the Bouth
and scme 1 recently captured out West, But"—and
he adjusted the fateful shaft—"T'll] get you, anyway."

With that, the little wretch let fly.

It wae at the heginning of July that Cup{d hecame
downhearted disgusted and so miserable that he lost
even the spunk to attend to hls usual rushing bual-
ness of \'unntiom*engasemenu.

0Of couras, like any other boy of his imaginative
type. he did exuggerate a llttle. But in the main—
and by the light of those statlstica which are as dis-
comforting to him as they are appalling to humanity
—he told the truth.

The month of June, ordinarlly the month that
crowns, with the Joy of wedding, betrothals which
have been In warin storpge all winter, showed such n
slump all over the coutnlry—except In soma few spots
where Love found pecullarly happy bunting—that
marriage license clerks began to worry whether thelr
joba would hold over until fall.

her

NEW YORK'S POOR SHOWING

the backslidings of, humanity,
clerks wera as loyal to him as any servitors
had since poor, fallhful Psyche followed him to
the very throne of Venus. 1t is slmost pitiful to
listen to the evaslons, condonements and excuses
they manage to find for the poorness of His alm thias
year, and for the fallure of his barbs to rankle the
normal number into marringg and heartease.

Take the most consplcucus amoug them, loyal Dr,
Willlam H. QGullfoy, reglestrar of records for New
York city. He writes, In response to Inquiries;

“The number of marriagea reported in June, 1808
was 5733, In June, 19805, 6704, and In June. (%05, 21803
As the new marriage licepse law went into effect
upon the first of January, 1008 comparative figures
a8 to licernsss are not cobtaioable for other yesars

“In June, 1508, the number of marriages reported
to thia department presents a faliing off due to two
causes. Oue, the severe financial twist of Jast Novem-
ber; secondly, there wWas the putting Into effect of the
new marriage license law of New ork, m0 that per-
sona who perform the ceremony are compelled to re-
port net only to the marriage llcense clerk. but also
to the Department of Health

“There have been some violations of the law com-

liing the Aling of reports with the Department of

salth. The maiter will probably be straightered out
by the fall, so that the decreass of marriages re-
ported will not be so extensive as shown In the fig-
ures | have gquoted

"Up to June 30 1904 15500 marriage Licenses wale
lllu“’ln the county of New York. This department

Cupld's
e hae

For all

h received reports of 15,076 marriagea for the Rrst
'.ﬁ'mnu’. of 1864 During the first six months of
1907, the number of marriages reported to this de-

was 10,108 a falling off of almost BODO eer-

ok ; 80 that, in round pumbers, there wers 1500

wer marriages solemnized during the first six

monthe of this year than there were during the same
period In 1MOT"

in Boston the registrar will spbmit the fellowing:

jssued during June, 1804, 363; Aur.

of §

4
{

June, 19807, 1022, durlng June, 1908, 943,
ber of licenses Jssued f{rom January 1,

16067,

a0,

experlenced the slump.
of the marriage

Philadslphin also
times,” says Chlef Goebel,

dumb. June last year started 1826 couples enjoying
hieaven and thelr honeymoons. June this year fur-
nished bliss for only 1427, And”"—mournfully—"we'd

beeén counting 0 on June!

“Aprl] droppeds 350, belind the record, and flowery
They're afrald to get mar-
money
love

May quit 400 to the bad.
rled wuntll businesa hes plcked up and the
saved Birjoln steak at 285 and 80 cents lela
down to bread and cheese and kilssea”

240 FEWER IN CHICAGO

Chicage's county clerk observes, more In sorrow

than resentment:

“®ince this ofMce was established the number of
llcenses issued during the month of June has steadily
Increased from year (o yvear until 1908, when 240 fewer
Wa attribute tha change
to unsettled business conditlons and lack of employ-

were igsued than In 1867,

ment generally.”

The figurzs make this statement clear: June, 1008,
3102;

3065 weddlngs; June, 18907, 3308; June, 1908,
June, 1905 2907,

It Is pretty
where,
Falk, the llcense clerk of good, old,
Clneinnatl, “We had 681 marriages in

year and only 530 durlng June of this."

June of

Total num-
to June
1807, inclusive, 4175, total number from January

1, 1608, to June 30, Inclusive, 8709, a decrease of 466,
“Hard

llcense
bureau, “seems to have put June wedding bells on the

nearly the same cellbate story every-
i ’
“"Too many men ocut of work,” remarked Jucob

warm-hearted
last

LT
e

ing, for they swear they can’t percelve anything very
dismaying In the discrepancy of 124 per cent, appar-
ent between the 848 niarriages of last June and the
1080 of the June of 1907.

In St. Louls, where they selected a recorder of
deeds 1o reglster the marriages, ey were careful Lo v T cannot attribute the #light falllug off,” Joy's
gt _one named Joy: and It {4 the speclal privilege chief deputy in 8t Louls hastens 1o observe, “to
of St. Louls bridegrooms to call on him and rub In anything In particular except financlal stringency or
grateful jokes on his name that belong in London's gard timas’ but I do not llks to belicve this, because
FPunch. he very deputies of Jov, from the chief June, 1008, exceeded June. 1907, by far as to real es-
F tate transfers by recorded deeds

down, nra #tMl trying to helleve Cupid Is only fool-

Adrm Deupert, the clerk of Common Pleas In

e 4
L

"

Haltlmore, MJ., had the same kind of & hunch, only
Letter, Baltimore—It's hard 10 Lelleve, but llgures
don't lle, ocutside of governmient reports—paltimore
hit the toboggan nearly as hard at : Louis, folling
from 708 lcenses In Junwe last year to only 624 for
this year., It taok truce uathern chilvalry o explain

It on the acore of shyness all arcund, but Deupert
did It;

“It 1s pretty hot for a fellow to Aress himself up
In m bollad shirt and high eollar to faca critical ones

who are always on hand at the ceremony. FPerhaps

with the approach of so sarly and het a ﬂu.“'l'_
boys balked and decldod to walt for another thml
especially am some of the girls are afrald of B
called leap-year trides. Of couree, can't
them all away, no matter s hot oF o
and I know a few who weie not afrald of gvon @
financial mtringency.”

you
whether It

In 1806, the Buffalo record wam €37 for June} /]
1007, It wus 667, Dut this year |t was down to 480G
City Clerk Balllvot Lias it all lgured out, se ]
nobody's (o blame and avervbody's happy: ¥
“Canndlans who formerly cai o Huffalo beosuss @
va lind no Heenss system no longe: come nver, Many |

of

llcenses

our people go to Canada to nve
under new jaw, Bomgs FPennuyjs
Pennayivanians do re an they'
did formerly. Then the fnancial depression probably
ham somethiing to do with It, and, we  find
whila couples obtaining llcenses nt Niagars Falld
places are marrind the record

publie'ty of ™
the
vania, and not coms iy
furthe
thhat
nnd soma

other Lere,

In made I the ity or town where they obrain the
Hesnae it the naw lnw l.h':orking well, and wa
thilunk 1t (v 0 good thing.™ N

In Minneapolis the merry marviage month aof
Juna drops from 4582 1o 434 down In fond old Loulpe
vill'e Ir Qe Froam 328 to 215, and the oMclals of nef«"
ther olt b risk trving to understand It, im0

But in v Citys with greal suma of hilird casly
In the Lunk vaults throughout Missout!” the June
Wi dln A = preriee up from 402 to 4356, In Milwaues
Kee, where the Win nsln graln money k-.';»!_ the pop= v
ulatlon i wilnnlsg ot the rest of the country last o
winter, the Lorense was from 522 to 539, a galn of 1T
for tnis June Al Washiington, where the gove
erfnment  Koepm 1 vhody working st goof
wWages Yenr o fnol t, thisn June scored 4494
againat 474 for 190 w fulr avernge showinils

Farther south vie goes, the more desperately de~

termined Cup!d seems 1o have bern upon maintaining’

his record. In Avianin, there were only two fowep
In 1808 than In 1007, And us for New Orleans, for all
the hard times and business depre n aud the -rest, =

there were I82 brides i

June miuw, Inst

tiits June, vighteen more th

Year

Even In Washington, where 80 man' persons al
happily Intrenched Lebind Unele Sam's 111, whe
It Is "sure moaney,” In goud tines or poor, the
wias a falllng off In the numbay, of weddings. y
small docranse, o be sure—only fAve—yel dacrsllt
none the lexs. Ml

.

In Jurne, 1907, there were demands for 474 mag

riage llcenses, but only 489 were called for last Juned

Ulerk Jokn K, Young thinks Cupid has been :
dlligent as usual In that vicinity., Perhaps he h
but—

Curious Facts

T ir not & hundred vears ago since stays for wom !
wern composed not of whalebone or hardeno‘ !
leather, but of bars of iron and steel from 3 Inches

I

to 4 Inches Lroad and 18- inches lony. Again, durinjges
the reign of Gearge III the top of the steel = e
busk had a long satocking needle attached to it u’

prevent girls from spoiling their shape by ltoopl
too much over thelr work. In the davs of Cathering
de' Medlel 12 {nehes was the fashlonable slze for ‘l,lu;\'"
walst, and tp achleve this an over-corset of vnrﬁ-
thin steel plate was worn., It was made In two pleces. |
opened longitudinally by hinges, and was securasd
when closed by a sort of hasp and pin, much lke sn
ordinary box fastening, The best corsets today are made
on a foundation of Greenland whalebone, which 3
steadlly riseén In price during the last twenty-five years -
from 33500 to $1500 a ton. Cheap whalebone can b8l
bought for §15) and 3200 & ton, but (¢ soon drles and bés
comes brittle, thus spolling the corset as well as the |
figure, i
To keep a racehorse In even moderate condition—4
England, with proper attendants, costs §1570 a year.
Signor Koeltlicker, an Itallan zoologist, states that by
means of a mlcrophonograph hla hypothesis that Osh 8
have a language of thelr own. has been fully cnnl‘lrmd.;" ]
He has heard them earry on a sort of murmuring oon«
vaersation, which he does not, however, claim to hawve,
understood. -
Many old houses In Holland have a apecial door whicly
Is never opened save on two occasions—when there is &
marriage or a death In the family. The bride and bride= 2
groom enter by this door: and it is then nailed or barred:
up until o death occurs, when it is opened and the body
{4 removed by this exit, i
The Inserijption on a large white marhle tombstons ’I
Hampstead Ceometery, London, {8 written In Pltman's pes§
porting style of phonography. It appears that a yous
wife, who Ues buried there, had taken up the study N
the |

shorthand, while i1l from consumplion, to pass a
long days, and had also taught her husband the systemy 8
She died soon after he galned & speed certificate.

“The American womun is the most awkwurd of wallg="
ers,” sald n man who recently arrived in New York after
a trip around the world, 1 was struck with this fact
soon as | landed in New York. It Is the exception I
one sees a graceful woman on the street, as they 3
exceodingly awkward, 1 have seen women with pretty
faces and neat flgures who spoll their looks, In my eyea
by strutting along as though pursued by a demon™ U

Out of every 100,000 girls and boys In England and®
Waler 6520 are called Mary and &S Willlam. )

Germany's colonles are five tmes as big as herself,’
these of France elghteen times, and Britain's ninetys
seven times bigger thun herself.
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HE turbines of the great ocean liner were

: racing ber acrews es they had not raced

before; the Jeviathan was reaching
through the beave of the sea like asf arrow

toward the port of New York The passengers
Betinase were betting, with joyous enthusissm, on ber day's
1904, 9TV, Guring June, 186, 1636, deriag run, for that was the day when sbe was creaging s

new record for herself.

On the deck a very pretty woman sat, sweetly
indifferent to the pulsing of the ship, aromsed 1o
interest only when soms one emerged from the
smokeroom. Below, three mxpert Amencan gam-
blers were ficecing nut poker a le . of florid

coOUpee

- xllii-._ The Scecing was ul.d_t-_.. be_ thorough,

ing Fever %Jw‘Ocean\/oyage

up to the extent of 1. O. U’s from the victims.

Then the innocents grew wise, and one tlung
a whole brandy and soda into the face of a slick
opponert. The Englishmen emerged from the
fracas with faces badly battered, and the pretty
lady of the deck, who had Lelped acquaint them
sud some others with the experts, continued to be
sweetly indifferent.

She went away demurely when New Yark was

reached, and the gambling coterie, nfter being ae-
cused of all sorts of willainous things before a
police judge, followed with ¢qual nonchulance, for

the Lnglishmen, ready enoug. to ficht, refused to
testifv.
And so, in the usual fizzls

anf justice, the latest

111l &% 1on 1 . i I o fevt
little eensation in ocean gambling passd inte the
long record of the gume.

HEDPE was A aequel, although a trivia A
very old gentieman, whose capa g er-
laining others had aroused during the voymge
ay much admiration as WAS accorded s

" w-whits ustache and lwperlal, observed, with

the fn st con of & drawl

I used Lo iay Kyards a Jittle myseif on the oid

Migatsasipg when & real genlleman dldn't ndescend

T A ng ieaner than a lwerringer BEeema me
rn i StocK broker™
by comparisnn

ie s.dew heelsr,

‘""-I b )\:nl \\ "‘:

the profils of

Ii¥ na LiLiey

Agures as ths

i deck™ on the

hary of nu-

r ApeN Tather

anid the "

the yurt of

ne genlisman

u n his eci-

Iving at that

sharp, whnoee re-

ards and the ap-

a way nf Aeeh ae-

o= y anid = neE, & Trope In thelr
we have 1 gang vf crookm, whe may be DO
Letle t s DUrgmare, reforming themaslves {roamn

srime Hy eas Fy eRsjs slagea

The trus I(rherttars of the Missisaippi gambling

laks steamers, pcorss of foAting palaces on
b Great Lakes that carry their thousands of “Wusk™
rasser gttty during monpths of the year, abhd fur-
sh the Fappies! g gErounds for the gambler
{ the pressht
Games, for some fairly Iarge stakes ars
always ilo progress oh many of those steamers,

Are ihe

n.He

. 3 i

Americans from the West. and Canadlans who haves
done well In the North, ara sure to be on board. sager s
fo tasta the thrill of the fast life, whoss delights:
they have been working for durlng years of potiﬂ,’_“

or abnegation,
No faro lavout is permitted—the lake captalns ses
to that. Hut it is practically impossible to preveng )
Any group of acqualntances from Indgging In &
friendly game In a stateroom, and the groups formy
themselves by natural gravitation early In the 1500=8
mile voyage. L
Poker 15 the game—but a poker so facila for frax
that any veteran of the Missl=sippl would be sshamegs
to take the money., From the West has been adopt
the use of tweo decks in the game, with the joker am'y
a Afth ace for MNlling of flushes and straights,
A pair of coal heavers could skin a “sucker” in M5
game like that, It has 50 smoothed the tortuous path
of the gambler that, with the palice of a waxing cl¥=
ization relieving him of the neccaally for carrying &

gun, the double deck bas emancipated him from the
. now obhsulets “hold out”™ contrlvance, that bhad &8
gooseneck runnlng down the sleeve and was opnuuu ’
by the knees '
He even disdnins taking the bott card, using 8
coid deck, dealing se is and varlous other anfis
qunted ks, whicr U lless they are well:
know . le deck anl the loker cover 1@
wliole multitude of poker's sinx i
PLAYING FOR LARGE STAKES
On the ccean lnsre the 'arge staken nre, a8 B
plaved- for oniy among moyg who Know one a0
perfectly well, and begin thel- game purely &8}
pastime. but bevome #0 absorbed that they th“.
the limit and stick to the table during the en

fuch was the famous gamas played by five
clers on a well-known vessel Lhres years ago,
§ic was 2ald to have changsd hande by N:
¢f the voyage. .j

A gentleman gambler of ths modern type X
ply & gentlemgn of means, who plays for
nigh as his means will allow—and sometimes B
Buch men regard the steamship pro TR
pitiful “plker,” which, by the way, he I 'e |
couple of 1housand, which the gen
or loses with equal sang frold means &
jubilation N-

Even then, he Is 4 of his
“rackers™ mwt mﬁ: and 8
no riot, A& no Y ensuss !

na
face tcs well kaown f6¢ lvlnl.l‘
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learning to mark down his prep

then skin him in Leadon. 3
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