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SUBURBAN TRAIN SERVICE

The development of the suburban and interurban terri-

J tory near a large city is largely dependent upon transporta-
tion. The highest development of the transportation prob-
lem is found in the modern high-speed electric train. Even
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the steam railroads admit this—as witness the electrification
of the New York, New Hagven & Hartford, New York Cen-
tral, Southern Pacific, Oakland, Cal., and many other sub-
urban steam lines.

The same has been true of the lines running out of Port-
land to Oregon City, Cazadero, Gresham, St. Johns, Van-
couver, Mount Scott, Montavilla, Fulton and other nearby

polints,

The running time of trains between Portland and Ore-
gon City has been reduced from 80 minutes to 60 minutes.
This and similar service can easily be maintained with the
cooperation of passengers; for instance, the time lost in
stops can be greatly reduced if passengers are ready to Jeave
or board the train prosgptly. In many cases railroads are
r adopting the plan of limiting the time of stops, and passen-

gers not ready are carried to the next stop; or the number
‘ of stops is cut down, making the train an express or lim-
il ited. This last method is aobjectionable where most stops

[ are of equal importance, and is only used as a last resort.

| That safe and reliable service may be maintained, a block
signal system has been installed on the Oregon City line.
This insures safety to passengers, and is in accordancgawith
modern railway practice. New and heavier rails and a steel
bridge over the Clackamas river have also been put in;
other improvements are contemplated soon. A new boat
for the Vancouver ferry service will be in operation in a
few months,
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