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Unique Sequel to Pitts-
burg’s Record-Breaking
Chain of Robberies

OWHERE clse in ihe world, other
than in Pittsburg, so far as known,
has ihe decrce gone out that bank

employes must submis to the photographs and
measurements of the Bertillon system. Yet
this comes as the sequel to the most amazing
series of bank lootings that mankind has ever
known, perhaps.

Within the last three years it is estimated
that something like $7,500,000 has been
stolen by dishonest bank employes in thar city.
\This is at once an unenviable and an umque
reputation. In fact, it has scemed, of late, a
dull year in I ms}mrq when a few millions do
not find themselves equipped with wings that
make the Wright brothers look like crawlers,
and Delagrange and Farman resemble lcarus
& ofter the wax melted.

Ali Baba and his forty thieves svere mere
tyros in comparison with some of Pittsburg’s
recent financiers, and the post-graduates of
Pittsburg’s schools of embexszlement could
earn fortunes giving correspondente courses in

and larceny+to past masters svith the skill of
gﬂ”ﬂ(‘_{.

The banks have concluded that the best
‘ course before them—suvhile not <vishing to cast
| suspicion upon any one—is to photograph
every one of their employes and take their
measurements L'y the Bertillon sysiem, se that,
when a next defalcation may occur, the police
authoritics all over the world will have the
latest embezzler marked down as minutely as
thoueh he scere the most elustoe Max Shin-
burn scho ever -’H'rft'f'h':‘llfd between safe-crack-
sng and juil service
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The 2500 bank clerks in Plttsburg

ous Indignation meatings, larges und small, Hut the
banks are etill insistently pursulng thelr arrange-
ments, and one large Institution has made 1t o ruls
that every employe shnll make monthly nifldavit as
to 1l his uctions and 48 to his positive kniwledge that
no other employe has, Auring the meonthk, commltted
any act that may be In the least susplelous,

If there was vne innk offlesr who would hiave sur
rendered his complete control of milllons rather than
submit 1o Lhelng "mugged” Ly the pollee, it wias Wil
iam Mottgonmery, cashiler of the Allegheny Natlonnd,
under arrést In connection with the disappearunce
530,000 of deposits und the entire $500,000 worth of
capitnl stock.

Ho wans the Intlmate friend and confidunt of Senator
Quay, the man who placed Quay's bets during tho
Harrlson ¢ i when Quay won 3200000, and tha
trusted handler of the moneys of the polltical maching
in that sectlon of the state.

REPULSED PHOTOGRAPHERS

When the Allegheny Natlonal went down up—

the state was backing It with $53; ‘1

tha city of Pittsburg with $1.532000 ile
positors were 80 woary that they let It | ava H1tle
Time and agaln, with no more deteotive Lhtant
mind than the ambitivn 1o photugmph n f IS plet
sonage who was [hf> right bower of the Tumious (Quuy
Kodakers, newspuper photograpliots and gther wrilsts
ot the plate and film endeavored 1o secure a pleture of
Montgamersy The attempt Invarinbly met with tha
wrath of o czar menaced with a dynumlite o, gny-
thing approschling success mennt assault and bartery.
When the crash came, after a serfes of speculntlons
in ®tocks, the pollee reported the discovery of nno
photograph of Montgomery, even durlng thelr Jnvesi!t-
gatlons of the suddenly acquired fortune of Pitts-
burg widow weklth leaped, In &lght yenrs, f1 i
§10,000 to 8 and of other women In FItLL
and nelghboring cltles, whose real estate investn

Fad Increased with remarkable

It the
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The authoritles, having Montgomery, have had no
vory urgent neod for his photograph, holding on
to him—for the United Stales government took charge
of the under the patlonal banking regula-

und,

prosecution

tions—they stated, rocently, that they stand o falr
chance of securing complete restitution,
Stete and elty's moneys, flying here, thera and

sverywhero during the years when thes cnshler juggled
them, Invested him with the right to demand that his
poelitical alltes come to his nid

I'nder Fiteshurg's uniguely faclle fllpplng of Its
rolng, the powerfu!l politician, even when under arrest
for embezzlement, can compe!l the flow of gold back
ter bils emptied bank vaiilts yd secretly und as arnoothly
as he could start It pouring forth

Whiie the fate of the Allegheny National's money
still hung in the balance, petding the declsjion of
Moptgomery's allles as to restitution of the milllon
that hind gone, a8 man returned (o Plttsbhurg who, for
enrly three years, hind Jeft the pollce bitterly regrel-

that the Bertlllon system was nol compulsory
there before the Enterprise Nativnnd, of Allegheuy,
calinpsed {n Ocrober, 1807

Ho wis Thomas W. Harves ciler 'nf the Enter-
prike, whe li the viin hope of excaping the penalty
for hia st In®the erlma, had ven up his lentity
and Lis i o wander amid agonles of dread until

Nig fearful spirit could no longer bear the struln.
SERVING SEVEN YEARS

He surrendernd himself to the federal authoritles
and. on the sameo day, wan sentenced Lo sevean years
In the penllentlary—and that withh no meore notorioty
than If he were n puras snntehor. Pittshurg was learn-
Inw to wush Its dirty linen with neatness, allence and
dispnt *

Yet the Enterprise emborzlements weras among tha
muost sensatinnnl ever known In the stite of Pennsyl-
vania, Ther Josscs amounted to §L,600,000, It was a
“pollitieal™ bank, l'ke the Allegheny Natlonal, and
handreds of thousanda of fts deposits hal gone out Lo
politicina an potes whilel, unsecurad at best, had dis-
ippoared when t! shler, 1. Lee Clark, hoth pelsoned
el shot bimseif to make sure of dentl

till, while the Alleghs Natlonal's malodarous
record hung Leavy on the Plttsburg alr, the dead hand
of Cashier Clark esercised s influence from the
RN As quictly us Plittsburg eould, with the gaza
of 1l Uowerkd Hxed upon bher new simbition to
lier banik deposita for the people who

she  Indleted, on May 12, Frank T.

Il Hanger as two of & gang of card

during the four years that have maried
ition, took from hier bankers dand bank
clerks §1, L0 of the casy money that drew harples
thilther ns to a feust
Crooked poker. “brace™ faro, “'fixed’” roulette—thn
wliola rapge of sling tricks that should not have
leluded the verlest tyro In the “sporting life“—hnd
heen usod oo the avid Plitsburgers untl) the blacklegs
thamselves were almost ashemed of ahh £ their
Potie Viark, bLefore he killed bLself, let them
swindie hitg vut of $100,0¢
The L:.'l'.l.}-l- re, with thelr shara of 31,000,000 aut nf
the | f, were only the Inevitable attendants upaon the
generad orgy of specpintion. The clerks had the shin-
B oeantt tlledt chaxlilets to emulate
And 1l vinulate, with women as we!l ng with
thim wards Fhe Wwomen sometimes—aonly anmetines—
Ltood by then when the penalty was to be pald. When
the 1'nlon Trust (O 1 of Pltteburg, dizcavered
i f $3x 0 in 1804, simost on ghe annlversayry
I 1l : ruin thivves proved to be a
Jeles voung pereons, Clinton B, Wray, the
1 wrid o Hixton, the Indlvidual bookkeeper,
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The gamhlng crooks slmply took It away f{rom
those childlike thleves in chunkg—oue of the chunks
licving been §7000, raked in by the bincklegs on a
eingie hand where Wray held a royal flusi, The rules
of poker suy that hand can't he beaten, but & palr
of alxes best it when It was held in the nurveless
Erasp of so futlle u gambler us Wray.

Thelr poor 11111 $60 & month and the turbld flow of
the wealth of Plttsburg's milllanalres hnd set thelr
clerkly wits to wark In the striving for swift richos.
They evolved a new rchieme, 48 unexpected by the
local hank 12 |t waa obvlous ta anv one who
. tentipn to the I uinte snfegunrds
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dividual account book. Wray then forged a check for

a sum near the amount of
cashed It and left It to Hixton to des

the fraudulent

deposit,
troy the check.

“Would not an examination of the countar book,”
Jodge Young asked Gleffler, treasurer of the company.

at the trial of the young thieves,
disorepancy?”

"We dldn't think
the treasurer responded.

“have revealed tha

It necessary to examine that'”

remarkad Lthe

whils Cracs

“1I think wou will in the future
Judge—and the two prisoners grinned.

So they are merving thelr sentences,
Laughrey, the handsome cirl who

shared Wray's

ptolen riches and stuck to him ns falthfully as o wifs

when he fed to Toronto,

elapan before the palr are set free a

While tha gamblors were enlnying the Unlon

Company's casgh, the burkat-ahopa we

the year bhetween March, 1907 and M
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Young, the wuditor,
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They proved themselves fools ns almple over wild-

ent curdb adventures os the hoys of the Unlon Trust
Ald over crooked cards. For ten Vears thosa twa pre-
rumably experienced fAnanclers had  dbeen stealing
$1.106,000 from the Farmera' lf" it Fank, and n
nne, among other ofMlcers or dirvctors, hod suspeod el
them,

They, too, have heen sentenced to ften yvears each
by the same judge, whosa rullng In the cnses of men

who atole S$IR5.000 and of otharas wh
would seem to prove that, in Plhteshu
well xteal & miltlon whila ¥you ars nt
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tant

$1.105.000
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reg, you
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svivanian A record that puls the dazshing depredatinns
of bank robbers In the Southwest, with thely marks
wrid thelr revolvoers, to the blush of polgnant shame,

In six months,

burglnries and anf ths hank

a-hlowing,

sas, Missour! and Oklahoma, betwe
1007, wnd Aprll 21, 1908, scouring Lh
dozen bunks, obtalned only $58,000,

clerk would not take them as appret

with all thelr recklesarens of Nold-ups,

Ko bandits of Kan-
November
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rac stsion

A Pltisburg bank
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CHICAGO OUTDONE

In Chlcago, whera money used to
around walting for finnnclera to
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the Chicago Natlonal charged to lts g
Walsn, and of the Mome Savings Dar
tablea Truat Comipany, which he had
That was a §3,000,000 shortage,
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longest indlctment the Chicago court
Nevertheless, - It wds 4 promoters
some chances of advantage to the
debatable ground of flinance,
bank robbery, such as
And the Walsh dolugs
train of imitatora spreading through
burg's Insplration has started wideni
coeny In Pennsylvania, with thelr
milllon or twao, newrest
propagandn The wrecking of the Y
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F. Ruinehart, chargad with forgery, showed all the
enrmarks of the Plttshurg plans of larceny, from tlha
valieless notcs of praft-clalming politiclons o tho
most Larefdced Juggling of accounts

It has been such easy money in Pirtsbhurg, from thae
moncy of the marrying milllonoires 1o the money of
the card-playing littla clerks that only the drastio
Mertlilon system of jdentiticarion, it seems, can suffice

to dimcourage futurs embezzlemont

Hut nobody i certaln yel whether even liat will
cllp the wings that grow, 1o Plttsburg, on :'m Alrier-
lean double engles

Must of the woerk i dlaclosing the recent reinard-
able chain of Plttaburg bank robberles waa done by
Natioual Bank Exambier William Lo Folds And a
must interesting ohapter was added to the =tory onl
thie other day, when It was announced that Mr, Folds
hasl been transferred, at his request, from the Trens-
ury Depurtment to the Department of Justice

In other worda, Mr. Folds has hecome a secrel
service officla:, devoting himaelf 10 doten e work to
ferret out and bring (0 punlshment thes man having
cannectlon, no mwatter how remaots, wilh recent bank
robberles. 8o far as Known, 1t ix the firet thme that
A bank examiner has hand himself '.-., wwferred to Unela
sam's deteatlve force, nnd mogtl interesting ]"vf_‘] -
tents are eu-cru\d tr"m the uf:rk of Mr. Polds,

Some Curlous

Facts

HE englneers In the English navy have n very
I offective way of killing sharks, The. seal up A
dynamite cartridge In an emply can, and put the
van d a larxe piece of pork. Jhe pork is thrown
(O on a4 wire which lins heen cononected with
B I.J"!{l'n battery. When the shark tukes the
thi ¢ tesr presses 8 button, which explodes the
vartr » and Kis the {sh.
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