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OW, if you were about §p years old
and hailed from' Jacksonville, 1ll.,
you'd walk right in and grab him by
the hand and announce :
“Bill, I've come all this way to Nebraska
" “g0 say we'll make a President of you.”
. And William J. Bryan would grip yours
" with a grip trained to the bone-breaking greet-
ings’ of horny-fisted campaigns, while he an-
swered: Sl
“Why, Jim, you old Illinois friend, come
~on down to dinner!” )
' And you could go back home afterward
wondering how Bill Bryan, who was one of
the kids way behind you older boys a: school,
ever could have come to be a ‘“foremost Amer-
‘fcan,”’"a rich man and a eandidate for Presi-
_dent of the United States. Why, you hadn’t
“msore than shaken hands witn him before you
saw he was the same old Bill, just as you are
. the same old Jim, for all his foreign curios and
b high-grade farm stock.

- “ell, we can’t all come from Jackson-
ville, Ill., where Mr. Bryan went to school.
And the rest of us can’t all come from Salem,
where he was born; or even from Lincoln, tn
& Nebraska, where he is now regarded as “a
0 leading citizen.”

: jnd yet, wherever you came from, if you
" were to go to the Bryan farm, near Lincoln,
merely to “pay your respects,” the greeting
L you would receive would be of the same type,
i and the impression of the simple, homely man
e ewould be no different from that renewed in his
8 old associates. He would rise up in your eyes,
" as in theirs, as Bryan, the commoner.

5 W hy not take the trip to Nebraska and
WY see this great commoner, just as he is, today?

=1, NE comfort about thls way of visiting Is that wp
! - don't have to ba so formal. No soclety nonsengs
of sending up a card, and walting until Mr. Bryah
comes in from the flelds and slips on & clean cdél-
lar and a laundered rhirt, with attached cuffs, before he

.l“‘l,hl.l.l welcome,
o Bryan we want to see today I the man who

i up, back there in llilnols, where, for all his father's
L. {:’.-,ﬂnn as circuit judge, the son lugged his lunch basket
\ 1:-.!100! with the rest of the boys, and eneaked bltes out
. @ is extra apple when the teacher wasn't loohing.
- That was the boy who worked, sexlon affer sesslon,
" for the elocution prize, getting lcked at first, but stick-
§ ing to it until, having captured sccond place with “'Ber-
- Ardo del Carplo,” of grandiloguent memory, he turned
L o and wrote some of the things he had thought out him-
i self, on “Labor,” and landed the first prize.

Ba a8 Lhe same boy who grew (nto the ambitious
manhood of 22 yeara, dolng the hardest and most old-
fashioned work of ull, farming. What has become of th
farmer Bryan used fo be in the days when he rustlet?

t In the cool summer mornings, with candid galluses
high on uncompromising collar bone, to the urgént

oratory of rural Illnois?
“Hi, there, Bili! Don't forget the chickens before You

1 boe the corn.”

f What has become of him? Why, here he I8, a quarter
g . of & century later, stil! remembering the chickens, with
%, Dew galluses spread more broadiy over shoulders that
are %Addod more comfortably, but with hils closc-woven,
durable farmer's breeches lucked Into the cowhides, as of
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form to his tastes, instead of the dweiling which sup-
plisd simply his needs, i

The bouse cost him $30,000 before he got through, for
llke the farm proper and lts live stock, It waa daafrnod
to have every modern convenience, from ils own auto-
matic water supply to ils own gas plant

And Farmer Bryan dld in reality that which, to every
other farmer, has thus far been mere hyperbole: he
treated hils lve stock as well as his own family.

In plain wod literal fact, he bullt the stable firet, and
bullt It so well and so commodlously that the unbfuuu;
among human belnga could be content to llve there.

Then, promptly, he and his family did llve there. The
house, unfinished, was no more to be left to contractor
and workmen then than the cement posts were 10 be left
to hired labor later. The bosa waa bound to be on the
job, as usual.

Bo, in leu of other homestead—the original frame
dwelling of the place having Leen alrendy torn down—
Farmer Bryan and Mrs. Bryan and the children and
the bulldog all moved into the barn.

Farmer Hryan, Keeping n weather eye, morning, noon
and night, upon the progress of the filne new home,
pitehed In between times on the work of the thirty ucres
that made up the furm, and he took the boss' own care—
whicrh no hired man's ever equalod—aof his four head of
horses, hjs Lwo cows and the calf and the hundreds of
chickens that constituted the anbiial population,

As for the pigeons and the bulldog, they belonged to
Willtam, Jr., and even his father couldn’'t have wrested
thelr guardianship from that son of his dad,

Many another famlly might have Dbeen satlsfied,
like the Bryans, to live, for the time, in the barn de-
signed for the cattle. Built of hrick, two storlea in
helght, It had been reared more substantially and fit-
ted more solldly thun whole suburbs of two-slory
dwellings now occupled, to their complete ambition, by
thousands of people, East and West

Upstairs there were three sleeping rooms, used by
the famlly, with a fourth to spare for any guest who |

ts owner and {ta owner's wife are too busy for those surance that the farm help is not drop-
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stayed overnlght Ilowunatalrs Mra, Hryan took pos-
sesgion of the harness room, with the cooking stove  Passive blisses. 1
. g Ry Tar T ‘ ng off
and the calm efficiency that Is so pecullarly hers— B bverybody gets up at & In the morning. Farmer {haﬂmbnrtuo;l;::p?}&s‘ht;ah;moﬂseldd.?’;é;:
!\r'hl(i(l‘li. l;‘f coursa, transformed the harness room Into HT.. N ”“!-":1“5 I’-("-‘“'ll to the Nig desk In the basement elegantly alive, as ﬁappens on many & .
the kitehan Milce and works at belng Editor Bryan, or A ] ! :
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?r?dt‘) u:n!l:;t.:dn t-v.inlr tn hardwaood, rnlr'.-'.nl wus l‘.r‘i"?'l- R ch his multifarious activitles thrust upon pear to be chronically content some far millennium, gives the laborer all, and more
s « modes 18l ( he ¢ barr ¥ L3 . ) :
was a fine pu?l..‘; =LA ank 2k S el Mra. Bryan, meanwhile, Is order! But he Is o real bosa, a boss of the kind we read ©f the hire which Is ?lla due, than he ordinarily re-
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of books »and pieces of statuary here and there, and
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Bryan good-bye in the oak-fitted library a alr Nobody works more than eight hours a day. with
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When Farmer Bryan came home to his barn, aft cuted In R 1 "p With his wife, s dupll. and learn W'Hi.l they think of him. Some of us be- bent to stay for extra time wunder pain of diafavor
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