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Funerals and Weddings.

OR some yeurs the miniaters of the
country have been trylng to do
away with the Bunday funeral,
From time to time agitation on
the subjeot Is tnken up and then

is dropped. It aprifgs up momewhere
elao and the problem is considered, bug
except for Indlvidual ministers whe
muy urge upon thelr congrogations the
advantagke  of  halding funerals upon
other doys, no nction is taken.

Yet It fs casy for us to agres that
the minlster |s entitled to some con-
slderantion, and that It Is true that hd
vannot do himsolf nor hin congrogatiom
ustice Iy his evenlng sermon ﬁ' he has
hoen  kept fulnr all day long oy Sun-
day, preaching In the morning, m{ﬂrun-
Ing the Bunday school at noon, holding
funeral fn the afterncon sand conducting
the young people’s meeting nt § o'olock,
coming to his evening service worn out,
body and mind.

Some people  will be inconslderate
enough to dle on Friday, It {s true, and
the convenlence of feiatlves who travei
some distance, as well as the wishes of
the griek-stricken famlly, must he cons
sldered.  Yet It often happens—far
more often than I neceagary—that Sun-

duy I8 selected ror the time of the -
neral  Just because [t I SBunday I
was told In a ministers’ meeting in

Lthile city not long since, that n family
witg hopelessly estrangod from & ver-
taln minlster's church bocause ha woull
not glve up lils marnin aervice and
hold the funeral Instcas We need a
general veform (n funeral cukioms, anl
thin matter of holding the funeral on
Bunday Is only one point which- needs
conslderation.  S8ome time we will find
out that It Is not necessary In order to
show respect to the departed to run
hopelessly Into debt for trappings and
salln fucings and rosewood cnakets
Fiowers. when they are the gift of
sincere friends, a4 ®hng. & praver. amt
the tendir placing of the body within
a crematoriom or deep In the bosom of
Mother Earth, and. ghe commlitment of
the woul to Its giver, without display,
oEtentation or harrowing mockery, may,
untll we find aome betted way, mark the
funeral customs of the future
Women mnke customs, far moroe than
men do. Thess things distinctly come
yithin our province.
And nan women make and unmake cis-
toms, gnother which they may well eone
sldar ls that of the Bunday marriags,
which no less than the Sunday funeral.
shows n disregard of the comfort an |
hest  welfare of the minlster. In
citles, that ls, among people who wis)
to. conform to good taste, the Sunday
wedding 1s not held. 1t 18 never neces
sary, for people can be married anv
day and thera s not the necessity that
death may sometimes make Besides, 1
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