emendous Damage Done

* dle West—Havoce of Floods of 1903—Waste of Va-
«  uable Resources.

Each Year Especially in Mid-
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8 recent devastation of citles
m: by the waters of the Ohlo,
ourl, Red and Kaw rivers places
ﬂvid!y before us the faet that
I people of the United States lose
podl each vear an average of
3,000,000. Two weeks ago the
2000 Inhebitants of Armourdale, In
P Xhnsas Clty's packing house district,
Mhl" to abanden their homes as the
i ter backed in. Down the valley of
"" Big Stoux 100,000 acres of farm
4 i were laid waste the early part
‘Irt June. Cedar City, Mo., saw Its
3 lation move out en masse when
. Missour! river left l{s banks on
a\me 14. Two thirds of the bottom
! within sight of Jefterson City
were under water, with wheat flelds
: wamped in from six to 18 Inches
ot water—a milllon dollars loss to
i The usually harmless lit-
lli Shunganunga surrounded Topeka
with water on June 13, and wrought
= Bavoc next only to that of the flood
1803.
L _he Columbla, encouraged by heavy
ming and melung snows In its head-
ters, rose until the pumping station
Wenatches, Wash, was carried away,
od lumber Interests wers greatly
ned. - At Emporia, Kas, the Neo-

and I1ts tribmiary, the Cattonwood,
ight the worst lood that section

0 plain suffered most. Continued
n and snow of early June days set
rivers and oreeks rushing from
ban telephone end telegraph
mmunications were out off lmd trains
the Nbobrthern Pagific were ux
10 dn}'l. .uuacnd.l. Butu an
I { off from the rest
“the world. urml the old-time pony
nress was revived to meet the situm-
Mines in that region were closed
osn rations In the ocit
: At '~ ssoula l.f :E)m;n“
njured to the extent o or
pd communication with Bpokane

8
4 the llst of floods
ve swept & wide area
country in west, the lowlands
ax}l Texas, the valloys of
o and the rivers om the At-
Rntic nlm In the trall of each over-
pw has come loas of pm‘rny in lhn
s of crops, homes stock,
matimes loss of lfe, In the tmll
1 has come a greater and a more
din logs in the shaps of eroded
and hillsides, corraded river
bank: md sllt-choked rivar heds. And
Tent olnl!hueomatheﬁ
of water that rushes unimpeded toward
{ ! dnprlvin, the earth of the
: nesds tha summer and
uopl. defravding the rivers of
water necessary to' maintain that
wrrm and depth throughout the

lenced. The far northwestern |

real wasts | the

foot of the Appalachians the flames
paused, because the vegelation was
damper there and less easy to destroy.

With the intrease In floods comes lhe

early Increase In danger to the rl

ﬁ\n citirs of the natlon. The ear ltn
citles were naturally bullt’ on water-
ways to secure the neaded transportg-
tion facilitles. Eighteen of Illina N
biggest cities are on rivers, 16 of In-
diana's 18 blggest ones, nearly all the
leading ones of Missouri, and two-thirda

of those of Pennsylvania. Over half
the {tﬂpulnli-bn of lowa is riparian, and
1n Ohlo ghere are not over & halt dozen

clties In the upl.-r-d-t Of 368 c¢itles
{ru; balow the “fall llne” of eastern
rivers between New England and the

100th meridian, 204 degrees, with an ag-
gregate population of about €,000,000
are river townsa All these cltles,
through thelr churches, pray weekly for
dellverance from war, pestilence, fire,
flood and famine, and through the ex-
erciss of modern Invention and discov-
ery bhave proved their ability to suc-
cossfully combat all but one. The flood
roblem has not been mat and grows
Blsuer every Yoar.

Dwellers by Rivers.

Dwellers in these river towns and In
the walleys have learned to expect a
fiood nt periods of three, five, or, at
most, ten years. The more Intelligent,
those who have really awakened to the
gravity of the situation, are asking gov-
ernment ald in defending themselves
agninst thess floods, They ask for
great storage reservolrs at the head-
waters of the priocipal rivers. whorn
the surplus from tue thaws and spring
rains can be held and sent down the
rivers later on, dn the west, dlverted
to the Irrigation projecta

They ask for the Lullding of levees
and cut-offs on flood plains as a tem-
porary measure, but above all they are
asking for a presarvation of the for-
ests on mountsin and hill. and a careful
reforesting of all dénuded slopes.

The total area of the watershed of
the Mlislnadpm is 1,208,000 square
miles, and during great floods it dls-
charges 2,000,000 cuble feet of waler

overy second. It earries an alluvia) de-
Foslt that 'hau formul new iur‘l from
orty feet deep Omah o auo|
feot dea nt Now Orleans, cover- |
Ing 80,000 wsquare miles, a surface]|
the mize of the state of Montana, with |
an average of 170 feet of alluvial soll, |
and using material stolen, umhnllang !
from the hills and farm lands.
yvearly decrease of the habltable rt ot
the whole earth s reckoned at 3,500
square miles. It goes to the seas In|
the form of silt and much of It can be
charged t0 man's carelessness,

Oasuse of Floods,

Floods come from early spring rains
falllng on frozen ground, from the form- |
Ing of sudden lce gorges In streams,
from unusual local rainfalls, from land-.|
alides, and like phenomena, but the usual |
ones comse ‘from the lack of means for |
holding the early spring waters on*the |
mountain sides. The floods of the Mis-
sour!f and Mississippl usually last
longest, sometimes om January o
July, because of the slow advance of |
sun over the widely diversified head-
waters, Those of the Ohlo, “the most
terrible on the earth's surface,” are|
usunlly prnl‘)imtt‘d suddenly by the re-|
leasing of all the snowas at once in the|
headwaters which lle parallel to the|
equator. The water released, forms a
volume 190 feet high, 600 feet wide!

necessary to the support of
mt traffic which the nstion
mee on her inland waterways.

deplorable thing sghout it,
which Is a commentary
r natlonal thritt intelligenca,
tﬁt !.hi greater rt of this great
culable loas Is our own
hn b-dwneu of these over-
riyers Ille amo the moun-
which, in thes beginn of things,
creator set with rests that
to uoulmo the winter
vernal rains, and then ve-
later thmu%h rground
a rlvu!ou te the thirsty val-
The ' river courses Iny
18ins sat with trees and un-
PRIOW that would hold the water
m an overflow and keep it safe in
lgo‘n e of Tallen leaves, the raots,
old &n. until such a time na the
e soll asked it again.
Hnn. ln his misgulded ldea. of pros-
ty, 1s denuding the siopes of their
w as rapldly as human snd mechani-
ol agency can effect {t, and when the
mﬁ and heavy reinwater find no

placen, ns In olden days, and

own the wvalleys to bring death

d&nruﬁion in thelr wake, this same
gits and wonders at the dispensa-
of a providence that will so inter-

with his materia]l prosperity and

Inm As the first settler of the

try. the white man began the work
deforestation as a protection to his
e from Indian ambush, and as a
nu of aequiring tillable land. Later,

i, @id 1t to acquire needed bullding ma-

- 1, fuel, ele.

In Three Conturies,

‘_ In the three centuries of his progress
@A an axe man and ‘mlhmnker for com-
: rce, he bhas in his lgnomnee Increased

e flood evll from a practieglly neg-

ble wvolume to Its present startling
ngth. With 0Ofd orld lessons in
ed areas below naked hills fresh

L his mind, he has nevertheless proved
b, ttls better than his Indian nelghbors,
b t was the Indian who first deprived

America of part of her forests. Sclen-

" tistes tell us that the great pralries of |

t weat were once forest lands, from |

fch the prehistoric M'I-Brlvan blirned

e vegetation wian aring . nuts,
s troying tress oW tless acras
rough countless eentiuries. At the

American
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and 200 feet long, to be hurled sud-
denly at civilization,

Last spring the loss caused by the
pOhio floods agaregated over $100,000,-
000, about one fifth of the sum that
congress would have to smeprmle to
purchase the whole Appalachian system
of river healwaters, and establish/
enough reservolrs to hold the spring
surplus, and protect bllllons of dollars
worth of property indefinitely, The geo-
logloal survey shows that the flow of
1,060 square mlles, or thirty-five per
cent of the AaMmage area of the Monon-
gaheln can o stored, pnd released In dry;
waeather 1o Increase the depth of the
channe] six feet, and Incldentally proteoct
Plttsburg. Forestation there and on the
other watersheds of the east would
cpuse & storuge of from four to six
Inochea more water annually. A mini-
mum of 2,800,000 horse power [m de-,
veloped In thesa headwaters every year,
and, acmrdlnf to the geologieal survey,
m'ty po-r cent or more |s avallabla for

omic uses and would brlng n rental |
of $28,000000, By storing the spring
floods and releasing them for deepening |
the water In the river, enormous sums
for dAredging and lmproving river beds)
would ba maved. The government has
spent $10,000,000 Improving the rivers
of the Aggnlnchian system and Is spend- |
Ing $56,000,000 more, expecting to in-|
orease the 16.000,000 tons of frelgut
shipped annually over water routes to a
much greater amount. /

Floods and Business,
Flooda bear a direct relation to busl-
noss depression, and the relation to!
human M.frnring property logs and

spread of dlseasa fa vital, During the
1007 mpring flond, 100,000 working peo-
ple In Pittsburg were rendered idle for
an average period of n week, and many
ware homeless, The floods of 1847, 1862

and 1883 wera followed down the Mlsg-
alasippl valley by cholera and other e
idemics.  1In the spring of 1903, 2,000, ngn
acres of Jand were lald ‘waste In the
west and $40,000.,000 worth of properiy
destroyed. 1In 1501 and agaln In 1902,
the mouthern Appalachian district lost
$10,000,000. In 1583 the loms to Clncin-
nat] alone wams $1,500,000 and the
Missiusippl wvalley suffered to the ex-
tent of $60,000,000. The flood of 1897
cost the valley $15,000.000, whila the
flood In the Monongahela walley cost
western Pennsylvanla $1.000.000, |
The lesson of the Old World 1s before
us,  Southern Burope and As=la are as,
ekeletons of former sclvea, for each na-
tion in turn has given its forescs to mils-
gulded civilizers. Northern Africa, once
having a climate of our gulf states is
now ninety-fiva per cent sterlle. Greece
8 becoming more barren, Bloily Is |
typhue- Infested, France had been dam-
aged to the extent of untold millions be- |
fore she undertook to rcfon!t her hills,
The Rhone. the Po, the Adigo, the Ebro, |
the Guadalqulver, and lg Marliza,
localities were floods, almost wun-
known in fhe world’s dlm dawn, now
asnnually threaten fto depo?ulntn thelr
valleys, Btorage remervolrs have recent-
Iy been tricd by various Buropean coun-
tries to conmerve the flood waters. but
all, with the United Btates, will eventu-
ally be driven to the plan of Mehmet
All of Abyssinla who set out 15,000,000
trece on his barren bhills over half a
century ago to hold the floods and re-
deem his country, |

ROOSEVELT SHARPLY

(Bpeclal Dispates to The Journal )
Chicago, June 27.—Theodore Roose- |
velt &nd  the Bherman anti-trust law
wery the objects of tio eriticlsm by
Congressman Charles Littlefieid of |
Maine, in an nddress dslivered to the
mumbers of the I Baf assoclation |
at tho closin mtordly ':!tnr-

lted paraliels !n an Inrt to show that
m pr"imu hwl w!g pmﬂu:u

had ralled

terizeq oomolt m»:mutlon '
lamations
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Eilers Piano House

353 Washington Street

Largest Dealers in Talking Machines and Records
in the Northwest—and the Only Place Where
All the Different Makes Can Be Found Side

-Ry Side for Comparison and Sale.

1000 feet to each change,
1000 feet to each change,
1000 feet to each change,
1000 feet to each change, i
6 changes per week, 1000 feet to each change, including song service,
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~ trial offer” Edison Phonograph ta
readers of The Journal
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FILM SERVICE

That Will INCREASE Your Box Office Receipts, and No REPEATERS
WE RENT YOU FILMS AT THE FOLLOWING RATES:
including song service, $12
including song service, $16 §
including song service, $21
includi
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Our OutfitNo.7

Illustrated above, includes genuine Edison Standard
Ph®nograph with neat black horn, one dozen genuine
Edison Gold Moulded Records—Bottle Phonograph
Oil—Oil can and one automatic brush attachment—
sent free—does not cost you a penny unless satisfactory.
Take no risks—buy only after a Iree trial and
without expense toyou. Cutout coupon and
send at once—today for the catalogue—Circulars
and full particulars of this Great Offer to readers of
The Journal.. This announcement will not be published
again. Do not delay—orders filled numerically as re-
ceived, and this extraordinary liberal offer will tax our
efforts to furnish the outfits. Be sure

to send the coupon
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Gentlemen—Please send Cata-
togue, Circulars, etc.,, your “free

ing song SCI'VI&,
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