Minutest Details

By Leigh Mitchell Hodges

ILLIONS of persons have seen por-
traits of Henry Hudson, who dis-
- covered the river bearing his name.

At least, they think they have!- But they have

not., For no-authentic likeness of him has
yet been found anywhere.

The same is true of Champlain and Ed-
ward Braddock, and many another historical
character of earlier times, whose supposed
likenesses are common enough in textbooks
and histories. _

Thousands of school children have
learned that the first raising of the Stars and
Stripes in battle was on August 2, 1777,
when, as a matter of fact, the correct "date of
this important event is August 3, 1777 The
flag in question was not even ma..c until the
morning of this latter day!

Multitudes have read how Columbus, on
his return to Spain, cast anchor in the port of
Palos on Friday, March 14, 1493, and yet
there never was such a date as Fri y, March

”g i/ It was Friday, March 15.

ith many persons it is an historical fact
that the immortal encounter between the
Homme Richard and the Serapis took place
off the coast of Flamborough Head, SCOT-
LAND, on the evening of September 2 5
1779, and that the contest was waged through
“the long hours of the night,” whereas, in
:mrh it was off England, on September 2/3
and the fight was ﬁuuhed‘by ro.30 P.M

These and numerous other corrections of
important historical facts which we have long
accepted as final are the result of a desire
for accuracy which is the ruling passion in the
life of a certain man in Cleveland, Ohio,

Angd, if this man’s dearest wish be grani-
ed him before another Man with a Scythe
comes along, he shall have reared as his monu-
ment a history of our ownm country frgm its
very beginnings which will be as nearly accu-
rate as 1s humanly possible.

New Englander with a West Point training
when he went to the thriving city of Cleveland
years ago, and he was poor. Today he is the
head of & blg publishing house in Tom Johnson's town,

CHARLEB WILLIAM BURROWE was s young

and already famous as one of two men who are mak-’

ing over our history according to its FACTS, and not
the fancles, more or Jess correct, with which most his-
torians have contented themselves.

And In this great and interesting task, to which he
i{s devoting his time and his fortune with all the enthu-
slaam of a boy on circus day, he is constantly tripping
over the mistakes made by less eareful chromiclers of
the past; mistakes such as those just cited.

Twenty-one years ago he conoceived the idea, which
was with him a patriotic purpose, of producing an ac-
curate history of the United States and its people from
the earlieat records to the present time. He saw in his
mind a row of eight or ten octavo volumes which
would, in the course of a few years, realise his ambi-
tion.

Too busy to assume the writing thereof, he sought
& scribe to co-operate with him, and selected his friend
and rellow-townsman, Eilroy McKendree Avery, already
well known as an author and scholar. The two went
over the preliminary plans for the vast work and
agreed that it would be at least & matter of four years.

At the end of four years not even the first volume
had appeared, though both men had been werking
away steadlly and enthusiastically. At the end of ten
Years it was the sama, Now, at the end of twenty-one

" years, four volumes have come from the press, and the

total mumber to be lssued has been increased to fiftean.
Bo prodigious of growth is history of this sort
when once it is taken in handl
And back of the quartet of tomes that are, and the
remaining eleven in various stages of preparation, are
scores of pxperiences romantic enough to form foun-
dations for so-called works of fiction.

EXHAUSTIVE TASKS

Think of spending several years of time and much
good money to makes sure of the fact that no genuine
likeness of Champlain exists! Think of travellng thou-
sands of miles to get first-hand evidence that the so-
called first printed picture of the Amarican bison was
NOT the first! Think of working nights and enlisting

the assistance of five famous authorities to secure =
rrtcet chart ot tlo movements of one warship In a
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Especlally notable |s the case of the first ralsing
of the Stars and Btripes in battle, which instance will
serve to illustrate the methods of these historians of
a new wort.

“In his "History of the Flag of the United Statea
of America’ Preble gave the date of Its flrat use In
action as August 2, 1777, and the place as Fort Stan-
wix, N. Y., while so eminent a historian as John Fiske
gave August 6 as the date and Oriskany, N, Y., as the
place,” says Mr. Burrows "“Aside from these, certain
local historians claimed the honor for Cooch's Bridge,
Del, on Beptember 8, Insisting that the flag ralsed at
Fort Btanwix was an Ilmprovised rather than a regu-
larly manufactured one.

“Both Preble and Fiske are authoritles, md. in the
main, worthy of full confidence. The correct date for
the first raising of the flag in battle, however, is Bun-
day, August 3, 1777, and, as Preble gives It, Fort Btan-
wix was the place,

“This fort stood where Rome, N. Y, now la, on the
portage between tha headwaters of the Mohawk, run-
ning east to the Hudson, and of Wood creek, running
west to Onelda lake, to Oswego river and Lake Ontarlo,
at Oswego, N. Y. This fort was defended In the sum-~
mer of 1777 by Colonel Peter Gansevoort in command
of a regiment of New York coloninl troops, consisting
of elght companies,

“When Burgoyne came south from Cnnu!u upon
his campaign which ended in the surrender at Sara-
toga Helghts on October 17, 1777, he sent Lieutenant
Colonel Barry St. Leger (acting brigadier) with about
760 regular troops, together with Indlan allles, to
cross Lake Ontario to Oswego and ascend the streams
to the portage and fort, which, it was planned, he
should invest and reduce, and then rejoln Bur‘onu
in the vicinity of Albany.

“In our researches we came upon two journals
kept by officers of Gansevoort's regimen{, one that of
Engign William Colebreath and the other that of Cap-
tain Abraham Swartwout—the latter belhig privately
printed in 1809 in an edition of 100 coples, none of

which ®sa offered for sale.
“In thess Journals It is plainly shown that the

knowledge of the enactment of the flag statute by
Congress on the 1ith of June, 1777, got to Albany, N.
Y., on the 3lst of July, 1777, and that Lisutenant Col-
onel Marinus Willett, commanding some troops, 200 in
number, started on the same day to proceed up the
Mohawk river in' bateaux, carrylng to the garrisom
supplies, nmmunian and provisions and hia meén as
reinforcement.

“Their arrival at Fort Stanwix 4id not ocour until
b o'¢lock on the afternoon of Saturday, which was the
4 of August. A great deal of enthusiasm was dis-
played, and during Sunday foremoon an {mprovised
flag, in accordance with the naw statutes, was pre-
pared. The only plece of blues cloth to be found in the
garflson was the blue e¢loth military cloak of Cap-
tain Swartwout, which he sacrificed for the oOceasion,
and, 'after the flag had been prepared, it was flown
on the northeast bastion and a cannon leveled and
fired at the enemy, who had, in the meantime, ap-
peared in force before the place™

And as a further and even more striking example
of the time and labor devoted to the verification of
detalls, let me cite another instance as told me by this
indefatigable seeker after historical certainties:

“The surrender of Fort Willlam Henry, on the
shores of Lake George, occurred, as you know, on the
morning of August §, 1767, The surrender was made
by Lieutenant Colonel Monro. In mo history known to
us, though we have carefully gone through thirty
standard works on the subject, Is Monro's first name
given. It was George.

“Moreover, the &pelling of his last name is given
In at least eight ways—Monre, Monreoe, Monrow, Mun-
ro, Munroe, Munrow, ete.—and he is often referred to
as ‘Colonel’ We, therefore, attempted to secure cor-
rect data as to his first name, correct spelling and
correct rank. ¥or eclghteen months we corresponded
with all the great archival libraries of the world,
geeking this Information. BSearch was glso made In
the archives of the French Departmernt de la Guerre,
Freneh Rolls and Records Office. English Army Coun-
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cll, English War Office and the English Rolis and
Records Office, to find any original document signed
by him.

“Finally there was dlscovered, through the kindly
ald of our embassy in London and the English Army

“ the facts, but this does not seem to bother ht

Councll, by the keeper of the rolls
iand, an authenticated letter of
17, 1753, recommending the promotion “ an of
and from this was facsimlled, on tracing ¢ i
signature, which has been engraved for
in Avery's history.

*“In addition, it was dlscovered that m
leutenant colonel of the Thirty-fAfth Fusilesrs, gi:
examination was made of the records of the two .
talions of the Royal Sussex Regiment, of Knglan
this being the name borne today by that 3
When finally obtained, it may be of m to
that the tracing came t0 me as & Christmas
letter now in my poasession, bearing the
formation and tracing, left the office of our SInbaSN
{n London on December 13, 1604; reached ﬁq o
December 23, and was distributed in Cleveland a t8
last mail of Saturday sfternoon, December 54, 1004
the day befors Christmas, and, needless to =&y, Bib
s search extending over a Year and s half, 'Was |

celved a8 a highly valued Christmas gift™ _._

The huge history willlbe full of facsimlile !
tures of the great omes who pass through its
and In mmny instances these will be the first
ine reproductions of the sort ever made pubiis,
here, as in other ways, we have all these years s
mocepting certain bits of chirography as original
certain men, when, In fact, thealr handwriting
vastly different.

To get at such signatures has often been & tiekil
task, requiring the ald of diplomats in gainlng 4
to documents of priceless worth, which are kept hﬂ
the secret places of the Old World But such &
nation as has been displayed by Mr. Burrows and I
Avery usually wins, and thus far they have “
obstacle beyond its power.

‘ MASTERPIECE OF WRITING

As to the literary excellence of the work, the I
volumes now off the presa proclaim it a masterpd
of historical writing. Dr. Avery has tha rare
of making a few words say a great deal as
this description of the discovery of America, n'!.
first volume:

“In his journal, Columbus says that on this !
day they encountered a ‘heavier ses than they had ms
with before on the whole voyage,’ and that ‘after sul
set they salled twelve miles an hour until two hol
after mldnight, golng ninety miles’ When, at 2 0"
in the morning, Rodrige de Triana sighted land
leagues distant (its directlon from the ship i nﬂ_
corded), the mariners ‘took In sall and remained &
square sail, lying to till day.’

“With what impatience the dawn must have
awaited! Who can comprehend the emotions of O
bua in those hours? The wisdom and the 1
faith, the persistence -and the enthusiasm that 2
eighteen years had kept him from despalr, had gulls
him to trfumph—triumph over the sneers of moniks a
scoffs of sages, triumph over the treachery and \
of monarchs, triumph over the errors of ages
superstitions of milllons, a triumph that
great mystery of the ocean and reallzed the
a llteume. .

‘“There before hirn in the gloom of early n
lay the Indies, with all the opulence and splen
her palaces and citles. There in peaceful l‘lu:lhiﬂz
the countless milllons to whom he had come _.i :
messenger of the glad tldings of salvation. He thoby
that be had discovered a new route to Indla. He lkni
not, hor did he ever know, that he had found & Wd
and not & way. He had salled upon the unksown
to seek the E1 Dorado of wealth and power, and fou
instead the battlefield of liberty.” v

Each volume thus far produced has been
and rewritten, and no manuseript has been
reach the printers until the best of authorities on
subjects included thersin have had it in hand for
vislon and possible correction. Ip this way it 'll
to get at and preserve the truths of our Mﬂl‘l‘r
time, and to sanction these truths the wide w¢
been ransacked for nearly a quarter of a cent
neither of the men Interested can say how m
it will take to complete the task

Already Mr, Burrows has spent a falr
nearly $200,000—in the acquisition and pre;

least.

"Of coursa, I do not expect to met It
“but I shall iu fully roplxld fom .':‘?""
long enough to see the work nnllhcd as Dr..
T bave planned it.*
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QOK at it—the baseball of today!
mlt is perfeotly lphaor:i;l. 'I;he mln:l of
cover present the perfect solution
of one of the most difficult problems in
the application of geometry. The sewing of the
seams presents the only solution of a problem
aqu difficult, yet arrived at by the dogged, stub-

ogging of repeited expe t.

It has saved you furtunu. it has coet you for-

tunes. It has flung a oe vast fortune and it is
makmg other !Oﬁnn;."
The modern bualnll is a miracls of mtha—

matics, 4 prodigy of patience, a triumph of scien
which the nation has made its work and its T
its world-famed industry and its world-{a.m
laxation.

And it bids fair, also, to be the national mys-
tery, the eternal enigma, more dubious than the

riddle of the Sphinx, more debatsble than the au-
thorship of the Junius letters, morehﬁ uzzling than
“The Bmdmnners"——mare unsolva

the origin of “Beautiful Snow.”

For who invented the double figure § coves o

universally in usei That is the great :
baseball manufacture. The man who in "
modern cover and neglcet'd to m it mis
great fortune. 1 o

NE sporting goods firm slone manufactures 160
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when I began to play ball back in the
Ross, of Brooklyn, and John Vn B.nl.
city, ‘Tho cover was made of
Hoss was a member of the hmn-okl
they used the Ross ball, Van Horn
of Morrisiana, and they used the Van
“Both were good as well
make them in that day. hd.t one
the ends of the cover wers
usually there that the mtr rumﬂl
for the batsman was & hitter then Ili. ey
“Even when I ﬂnt into
were the standard balls. Whn the m
ob, what a fortune bﬂ‘l
and did not tent | llu ul.
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