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JUNE BUG AND HAWK.

T 18 not  altogether comfortible
to the sons of earth to feel thal
“In the wars of the future they are
to- occupy the relation of the
June-bug to the hawk. Butif sesms
likely that nations, now ooeupying
their genius in producing ehips for
the destructlon of enemies must soon
be emulating thelr loving allies in
the production of aerial armaments.
A Russian Aero. club has just beeh

formed under the presidency of Gen-

eral Kaulbars and the patronage of
the government, for perfecting aerial
navigation, which Saint Nicholas,
czar of all the Rusaslas and head of
the divine Institutlon known as the
Greek church, has blessed with the
gift of 50,000 rubles ($25,000) with
the understanding that all Is under
the administration of the minister of
War,

Meantime, , the mechapigal geén-
fuses of the world are engaged fn at-
tempting to make an effective weap-
on against balloons. This, however,
is nothing new, for in 1870 an es
pecial gun bhad been invented by a
German, named Treskow, an offleer
of the Prissian army, who offered
the first weapans to Von Moltke, by
whom théy wers ndcepted and used
with such ertectl[enm against the
French balloons that In a single
week of the month of November,
nine balloons had been destroyed.
This gun demanded four minutes
and an elevation of 55 degrees for
egch discharge. Later German in-
ventions have a capacity of 24 dis-
charges per minute at an angle of 70
degrees, Other nations, notably the
French, have been at work on this
“arm of the service.” Although the
geveral natione preserve profound
secrecy on the subject, It is well
known that the great object almed at
Is. a weapon that will' discharge
schrapnel, or & mode by which »
geattering fire may be beiched in
every direction, so that the gun may
be used with equal effoctivenesa
against terrestial and aerial targets,

THE TRUSTS NOT OFFENDED,

RE what are popularly known as
trusts to be an issue In the
coming campalgn? The people
have heard and read a great

deal mbout. the trusts, and the neces-
sity of breaking them up to some ex-
tent, or regulating thelr operations,
so that they could not continue to bhe
great monopolies, controlling the
output and price of many necessary
commodities, Presldent Roossvelt
h&is on frequent occasions lectursd
agalnst the trusts, and written mes-
pages about them, and has attacked
gome of them through the courts.
Restriction of the trusts is in fact
one of his principal professed pol-
icles. :

But t‘hu Chicago convention was
very - careful to say nothing that
would antagonize the trusws, or com-
mit the party, insofar as a conven-
tion oan do so, to the president’s
policy fn this regard. The plank on
the Phillppine tariff is significant tn
It says! “Between
the United Btates and the Philippines
we ive in_a free Interchange of
pr gts, with such limitations as to
sugar sad tobaceo as will avold in-

has | sugal
| Jury Lo domestic Interests.”
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unen.t.ly are expected to Innke the us-4 :

the country, was not adopted in sin-
eore earnest is sufficiently shown by
the care with which the platform
avolded any positive declaration that
¢ould be offensive to the trusts, ¢
e
THE “OCONSTITUTION"—AGAIN.

HE Pendleton Tribune s still
harping on the federal consti-
tution, It says that any state
law which conflicts with the

constitution is necessarily void, and
from this jumps to the inconsequent
concinsion that the election by the
legislature of & senator who was the |take
people's cholee rather than the legls-
lature's chelce would be vold, All
this-——and there are columns of it In
the course of a week In that paper—
ia political pettifoggery. By agrée-
ing beforehand, as candidates, to
vole for the paople’s cholce, members
of the legisiature officlally mada that
man their choiee. And this is no less |*
Eo because that man differs in poli-
tics fromi’'a majority of the legisla-
ture, for in this voluntary advance
eholee the candldates, now the mém-
‘bers, took this possibility fully into
consideration. The Btatement No, 1

the peonle would choose, and they
wlll adhere to that cholce next win-
ter, The federal constitution will be
fully complied with In every respect.
The people have chosen; the legisla-
ture chooses to elect the people's
cholce—and yet somie political hair-
splitters and " constitutional .editors
try to make it out that such a cholee
is unconstitutional, while a cholce
made through brihery, promises of
offlce and plther spolls, and all sorts
of corrupt means, Would of course be | §E0
‘entirely constitutional, If a mnmbar
of the legislature votes for a man for
United BStates senator in copsidern-
tion of an office; or a wad of money,
or some other personal favor, though
the candidate is not his personal
favor, though the candidate is not
his personal choloe, that Is perhctl!r
constitutional; but if the member
of the lexhlaturo votes for a man
whom the whole people havé chosen,
that, unless this man is bis personal
and political choOice, is unconstitu-
tional. We confess to & wearlness of
such arguments. ¢

But ‘though still harping on the
constitutional bogy, the Tribune
says: “'Of course the legislature will
elect Chamberlain, and should, for a
majority of ita members have prom-

should anything ' @lse be done.”
What! and thus smash the sacred
constitution, obedfence to which Is
the highest politieal duty? = But no-
body really beligves that there is any
merit or substance whq.tenr in this
flimsy, farfetched plea for constitu-
tionality.
—_——
WILL WEEDS BH A BLESSING?

qm.u js & possibllity, according

to careful observers in that re-

gion, that the growing weed

pest in Umatilla and perhaps
some other countigs of the wheat belt | 3}
will eventually prove & blessing in
disguise in forcing the breaking up
of the now inecreasingly large wheat
farms and the substitution of diver-
sifled farming. The tumble weed
and the tarweed, or whatever they
are, have becoms a serious pest in
some seetions, muth reducing the big
wheat raisers’ crops and profits, and
the larger’ ﬂu wheat farms are the
moremﬂit i8 to get rid of the
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Oregon Sidelights

A Dallas rat was seen nutiln; off llm
seed pods of the poppies and
them away, and evelfy once in a while

would stop and eat & pod, showing the|

rat's fondness tor o-piatn.

Lane county com: rlnl & territory 50|
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500,000 population, say's the Register.
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BREAKFAST.
cnuuloum Cereal.  Ham and Hggs.
Hallbut en coquﬂi'u “Wiole Wheat
Muffins. hubarb .nr Jam.
.,

Vegetable Soup. Pot Roast of Boat.
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