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OME wvery beautiful fans have been
S .produced by the makers’ art as a re-
sult of the recent renaissance of that
important aid io woman’s coquerry. It is
| doubtful, however, if present-day fan-mak-
Ving gemius can excell—even equal in many
respects—the wonderful French creations
‘of the half century or so immediately pre-
' ceding the Revolution.

Last winter- this country witnessed a
‘remarkable revival of the enormous feather
Lor plume fans, with their handsome sticks of
iearved ivory. Particularly were they in
| evidence 'at operatic performances as pleas-
| g adjuncts to costly gowns and sparkling
Lgerms. ;

: But the belles of the day of Louis XV,
‘had made for them fans calculated to de-
‘light by their beauty the heart of woman in
‘any age. Collections of these in European
museums are among the most highly prized
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Perhaps it was the inspiration ? rare

old fan-makers—uwho, by the way, formed

. one of the earliest trusts of history—as pas-
Yoral scenes and outdoor enjoyments formed
the major part of the decorative schemes
employed.

East eame the fan, to be the delight and
companion of the women of succeeding
" & fax back s Kistory reachies, the Hobror
sr back as history rea , the Hebrews, .
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e _t!&ir tb L"M ' ound with the fan
. ¥rom the collection of Egyptian antiquiti
in the British Iuge;:m, the fan, as mmart?::lllo‘:;
eminine taste and Juxury, is found to be 1d
% tural implement. i
& Infaet, it is quite probable that Mother Eve,
" Bn warm summer days, discovered the palm leaf
1& almost as wseful in the first household of

L _?ﬂdu was the fig leaf.

an‘g the fan was handed
he ladies of , Spain and Italy,
ose gountries it crossed thé channel,
- missionaries, into
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" of the relics of the past, and are certainly
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~ the highest expression of the ivory carver’s skill;

B cape, drooping mo
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sunshade, when needed for that purpose, and its use as
such may have inspired the invention of the parqsnl._
While the dreés fan was considerably smaller in size,

it was correspondingly more elegant.

Most of those

used in England, it is ' thought, were imported from

France.

For, centuries ago, the French became famous as
fan-makers. Each succeeding generation seemed to im-

prove in-the art, until, by the middle of the
eighteenth century, the beautiful creations such
48 Are now so carefully in museums
were evolved. * Speh-

‘At that fime .the master fan-makers zeal-
ously guarded their trade. There was a guild of
such. wo ho formed an exceedingly close
corporation.. 1758 this select class numbered
only 150 "me ‘#nd their monopoly waas a
profitablé o, -~ .~ .. - -
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Naked beauty was frequently presented in
an atmosphere of sensuality that good taste had
a right to reprove. In those days the right was
not freguently exercised, however.

The pastorals were often decidedly more
terrestrial than celestial in suggestion. ‘The gods
and demigods were genérsally exiled from the
scenes. _

There were scenes of lovers' medtings, of

romances in the parks, of romping children and
shepherd maidens, of -Dga-cn'n and: swings. and

es, sprites and, sometimes, of angels.
gn;:fu:lg dome in water-¢olors upon ape-
r

ed . playg fountains, of water nymphs and gnomes,

parcliment, many of these érea- -
| artistic gevius of a high order..

this kind eould well become the prise
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men; there were serpents, too, but eivilizcd_ ser-
pents, graceful in appearance and seemingly
willing to be charmed by the melody of the shep-
herd’s pipe.

Of course, flowers, garlands -and "pouquets
were used liberally by the fan-makers, and many
of the delicate picture effects were beautiful
in the extreme. : i _ .

In fact, some famous painters used to give
their best -efforts to these tasks, painting in
(water-colors. Frequently the ons would
|be by an eniinent artist, while the border and
other ornaments were by a;different hand,

Sometimes. too. the face of the fan might

and queunes falling to

) balcony, with true

e i

to the mid of art. In imitation of cortsin em«
tertaining pocket watches of the period; is b

.cmthmwmhmadm&nknhu
-hmd]un!thfm,hw'highn.n"mh‘-

the face of the fan wers given motionandemads’
'to do-amusing stunts,

.. GENIUS EVOLVED NOVELTY

© " In' the decoration of the fan, for l‘l‘ﬁll*."
a lover might be seen in the act of 1
beauty for whom the serenade was intended
could be made to appear st s window, or on &'
Or, the picture might show. & shepherd leans<'
ing against a well and mournfully a
flate. A touch of a spring, and a pretty (
heérdess would arise from the well, with'a :E
Ef vdvelcoma on -her face and a bouquet in her
and.
.. Bometimes the fancy of the artist would de«
pict the interior of a convent, sho the soms
berly garbed sisters in meditation or some quiet
pursuit—possibly to impress the more frivolous
miinded among the young women of the world,
For the mask balls so popular at that time
fans were made with a mask in the center,
These 2ould be used with charming effect by the
coquettish belles of the day. .
The imagination of painters and the genius
of inveritive.mechanics worked together
continually to produce novel effects,
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and that they succeeded is shown by many speci-
mens of their combined skill that have survived.

Relations of cause and effect were well
demonstrated by the popularity of fans in
France during the gayest era of that country’s
history. Their widespread favor aroused the
makers to their best efforts, and the beautiful
products of their skill made such fans all the
more in demand. _

Indeed,. the woman who went out without
her fan was regarded as having failed to reo-
ognize the most elementary notions of good

taste. !
Favart, a famous Parisian actor of the
middle of the eighteenth century, was a noted
authority on fans and was skilled in their man+
ufacture. It was fortunate for him that such
was the case. ) { ‘
Domestic difficulties brought him under the
displeasure of the powerful Marshal Saxe, and
the actor was compelled to conceal himself in &
cellar, There, for a long time, he managed to
securs enough money for his needs by painting

beautiful fans by the light of a lamp.




