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HILE Hemar

Rabild was ap-

pointed dairy ex-

pert for the Bu-

reaus of Animal

Industry in the

national Depart-

ment. of Agricul-

ture n April,

this is probably

the firss public

announcement of

_ s his. appointment.
A is the first announcement. chiefly because
L all the great editors have been taken up
Levith their labors in telling the United States
1about the successors of Admiral Evans in

. ' < the command of the great fleet and in de-

. Leiding who is going to live in the White
- House next winter.
They've been too busy to care a soli-
(tary whoop whetker Helmar Rabild has
danded the job of dairy expert or of assiss-
ant doorkecper to the House committee on
‘Supererogatory rules,
. But when the cows come home, some
few years from now, bringing the rich reali-

b (zation of the hope whick led Chief E. H.

8 |(Webster, of the Dairy Division, to cam-
& \paign s0 ardently for Mr. Rabild’s appoins-
L ment, they will have a different way ofiook-
g at him,

When the cow comes home, all over
the United States, with more than a billion
dollars to her credit every year, instead of
the modest $625,000,000 she earns for us
now, Mr. Rabild and his labors will loom
pust as much larger in the public eye as
\sixty-two battleships of the Dreadnoughs
(#ype, at $20,000,000 apiece, will loom be-
{side sixty-two of their more modess sisters
~ 1of the $10,000,000 class, so common now
~ ladays.

That is the simple task Helmar Rabild
L has been hired to handle—the raising of the
B \dairy products of the United States from
b $625,000,000 to $1,250,000,000.

IZ I had a cow that gave such milk
T'd dress her in the finest silk:
- T'd teed her on the choleest hay—
. And milk her twenty times a day.—014 Song.

HE average annual butter yield of the

_American cow is 150 pounds, with but-

ter fat last year bringing between 28

_ and 29 cents & pound, which was from
4 1o § cents higher than the prices for 1906,

: Colantha IV, a lady Holstein, owned by J.

W. Gilette, of Rosendale, Wis., has just finished

or record of a year's homﬁcomlng with 9908

und fat to her credit, while the De-

iculture, the general dairy

and Colantha 1V are sl grit-

because she didn't clear the

| A\ ﬁa‘*-‘&

They have spread all over the more enterprising
and progressive countries of Burope; and, even
in the United Btates, the last two years have
brought about a sentiment auguring that the
time iy ripe here for the application of somg
modification of the system to the American cow.

For some years the Dairy Division at Wash-
ington has been hard at work to demonstratd to
the farming population at large a big, main fact
which Europe has learned in all its far-reach-
ing, golden significance. It is this:

The only reason for the low yield of the
average American cow is that the farmer keeps
no records of individual production. As soon as
he begins to weigh his milk and test it for its
content of butter fat, he can intelligently dis-
pose of the poor and unproductive cows, retain
the profitable ones and breed better ones.

It can be done at 8o small an expense that
the wonder is all farmers do not do it.

However great the-wonder, the plain fact is,
they don’t. Breeders of select stock, and some
of the more advanced dairymen, keep very com-

lete records; but the aversge owner of a herd,
r;rga or small, is still inelined to depend upon
what he considers his knowledge of his cows—
which repeated experiences prove to bes about
equal to his knowledge of oesophagoscopy.

REVEALED HIS ERRORS

Very recently a dairyman of wide reputa-
tion, who, for years, was president of his state
a’wf. led lmna fhin:;. g “tg tfryﬂ”
newfangled sc o a record of svery
blamed cow he owned,” noﬁeuuu he needed
any record, but simply to ses whether the so-
called scientifie dairying eould beat the old man,
who had handled every ome of them from the
hour it was born and had milked them all, morn-
ing and evening.

Just to prove how little ‘thers was in it,
he made notes, before he began his records, of
the estimstes in which he and his sons held the
best half dozen cows in the herd. When the reo-
ords had been kept for a year, this is. where
that best half dozen stood:

First, the fifth; second, s cow not eligible to
the prize half dozen; third, his fourth; fourth,

* his first; fifth, his sixth; sixth, like the second,

another outsider. _

His second and third selections were even
lower in the record list. .As for the herd in its
entirety, his records proved that many of the
cows barely paid for themselves, while one-
fourth of the entire herd cost him a net loss.

He was a good president, for he made public
report of how poor & dairyman he had been.

These individual conversions have inecreased
in pumber of late, for they have received an im-
mense impetus from the most powerful picture
that was ever drawn. - Frath,

If the results of that single little pm:;
could be estimated, there is little doubt tha
would prove 1o be greater than any that have
attended the most famous paintings the world

has ever known. A
Fortuny’s “Choosing of the Model,” Mun-

"’le,l‘ evidences of the horror of war,
lut{n enuses who have ired the souls of

kacsy's &
all
" lovers—none has 8o changed the lives of men as
iry ‘g‘u M’lﬂl cartoon devised by W, J.

fessor of dairying in the University

o i ,.. . ‘mhiw[,, for'a

the whole power of ‘the

' saries of life. .
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gave only 188% pounds apiecs.

Then he drew his picture of twenty-five
good ecows, averaging 801 pounds each, return-
ing a total profit of $788; and of the 1081 peor
cows it takes to return precisely the same'total
of profit within the same time. b

There wasn't a cow in either one of those
two typical herds as big ss one’s little
nail, and there wasn’t a cow that did not loom
larger than life size in the eyes of the least ob-
servant of dairymen when the drawing was
published by the Tllinois Experiment Station.

BETTER LIVING IN PROSPECT

It was eopied by farm journals all over the
country, and it is still being copied. It is pre-
sented here because there are millions of farm-
ers who do not see farm journals, and ;
more millions -of people who are biking bread
and ing pens nucr
locomotives with never a thought ss to
ference that queer little cartoon is going to
make—with the belp of Herman Rabild—in the

wages they will earn a few years from now and
wilk h_:y out for the neces-

in the money they
l Then it was, s

L o o

wage.
~_He goes from

many.
soling shoes and driving

the i &} .
. ago, bringing with him ample
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ing to Denmark, Sweden, Holland and England,
that the wonder-working test associations com-
menced to find salvation for the farmers.
Twenty, thirty farmers organize gnd hire s
“toster,” agreeing to contributé a small sum
each per cow and to feed and lodge the tester
while he is on their premises. Their govern-
ments give the organizations a subvention to en-
courage the system and help pay the tester’s

farm to farm, and tests two

_ ,. IO and evening, leaving the rec-
ord of every cow with the farmer upon his de- .
) re. 1f there be any feature of dairy man-
agement at fault, he s ts -improvement.
" The system has wrought a revolution in Eu-
ropesn dairying. It has doubled the value of
Denmrk's_-m output. It has given risé t
3000 test organizations; and their number is

growing

. *
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and Food Department; but he was soon heard
,of, and the national government an eRger
eya upon him, while results of his work and
of the European examples gained appreciable
'headway here. i
No government subvention can ever be
Jhoped for in the United States; but some few
organizations sprang up from the mere business
sagacity of the population. In Michigan the
first co-operative test organization began its ca-
reer two years ago; now there are half & dozen, |
,with the main di ty that of securing men to
_take the post of tester. Every farmer contrib-
"utes §1'per cow per yoar and boards the tester.

. Within a year it is that there will
be test associations acti at work in Minne-
sota, as well as in Wisconsin, Illinois, New York

‘and-Vermont,

TO SPREAD KNOWLEDGE

To help them to spread the knowledge of
what such associationa can do, and of the ways
of doing it, to foster the en new profes-
sion of milk tester in the United
to enable the farmers of this country to do for

for the

Mr. Rabild came tq this oountry five years .

of the

methods already so maf.- abroad, and over-

g‘ , ‘upon his arrival, Am:i&umm:
at this so enterprisiog America sh
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