Werk . bal ferdens: Our femmani ,

being made more masculine
by the stru ggle for bread which our
modern conditions impose upan so many of
them? /'
Declaring thas unless factory and shop
conditions in the United States are im-
proved the working wome:x of the couniry
will retrograde, mentaily and physically, in-
to the class of the peasant women of Russia,
Profe.rmr Edward A. Ross, of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, recently said:

‘Unless some one takes an interest in
working women, the truly feminine girl, the
one of frailty and delicacy, will pass from
our working classes. There will be a re-
version to the type of masculine women—

1 RE we brutalizing our women®. Are

QOORDING to statistics, Professor Ross

asserts that one-third of the women of

the country between the ages-of 15

and 95 are engaged in industrial oc-
cupations.

Figures of the last census report showed the
pumber of women engaged in & few occupations
to be: Tobacco and cigar factories, 37,125;
seamstresses, 188,794; shirt, collar and cnﬂ
m 27,788 ; tailoresses, 8%1’”'}'11 textile nul‘l;]

und.mau} 428,305, €80 WETe,

tpnrd of the age of 16.
According to the annual report of the fae-

tory inspectors there were employed in the state
of New York, in food, liguor and tobacco estab-
lishments, 99.745 over the age of 18 and 919 be-
low that age; in textile werk, 40,165 over and
2756 under 16; in clothing, millinery and laun-
dry work, 118,311 over and 2329 under 16.

And before the thousands of toiling women
stands the r of the woman of Russia,
dull, hardened, coarsened, a sister of the ox, a
creature from whom God’s image seems well-
nigh blotted out.

Are we brutalizing our women? Within the
last year ecortomists have sounded the warning;
improvemeént leagues have been formed with
,the express purpose of bettering the conditions
of working wcmm.

the tide of diseass is risi
among the workers; their vitality is deple
their morals detenoratod their children are
puny, sickly, deformed.

Disease, functional dmordeﬂ. tuberculosis
~—these terrors daily Joom before thousands of
women compelled to work for their living.

SUFFERINGS OF TOILERS

the long, ,weary day their heads
at night they cammot sleep;. their eyes burn
of a-steady gasze & brilliant

loom; or

squat, flat-chested, broad-backed, low-brow-
ed creatures, working in the fields side by
side with the men, the burdens of wifehood
and motherhood coming but as an incident
in the day of toil,

“Cost of the cure, prevertion of sucha
state, is_in the hands ofP society today. The
day ‘when a man could seli himself “into
slavery is in the past of all civilized coun-
tries. A further sterference in the field of
the so-called freedom of contract cannot be
considered bold.. Thelaw can tell a girl just
how many hours of her time she may m'{

If women must toil for daily bread, in
other words, should nat femininity, as we
value it, be guarded against the debasing
mﬂuencu of toil? Else what may our age
bequeath to commg generations?,

the coarse-faced, horny-handed women of the
peasantry, hardened,. although fairly healthy;
stupid, but with iron museles and strong limbs,
Burely we would not like our women of the
future to resemble these.

What, from a scientific standpoint, are the
dangers that confront the working womenm of
our landf

Dr. A, Jacobi, of New York city, who has
done considerable work among poor working
women, states the case of one who came'to him
for advice; she looked to be 68, but was no
more than 45,

ALWAYS TIRED AND SLEEPY

Her story was commonplace; she was mar-
ried, cared for a husband, a8 workman, and five
children; did the cooking, serubbing, washing,
mending, and slthough she was always
and sleepy, was unable to rest or sleep. “No
law in the land could reach this woman’s case,”
declared the doctor, “and there are 100,000
women in New York of the same kind.

“Hundreds of women work in stores, laun-
dries, hotels; work at irregular hours and be-
yond endurance. I know of but one erip-
tion: It is a different configuration of society,
with less individualism, more solidarity and a
greater sense of responsibility on the part of
society and the state.

“Many practitioners of medicine in large
tgities daily come into contact with young wom-
en who work at tobaceo trades,” Dr. Jaocobi
states, “Most of these patients are anemio,

" sallow, thin, underweight. They are poorly

paid, poorly nourished, early risers—they begin
work without appetite.

“Almost every one suffers from catarrh of
the throat and catarrh of the bronchial tubes,
and the inbalation of tobacco dust, which re-
sults often in solidification and pigmentation
of the lungs. Their circulation is incompetent
to keep off the influence of the changes between
the warm and overheated or ill-ventilated shop

women is work in laundries. Government sta.
tistics give the number of women thus

as 328,985, Of this number 11,144 are white,
of whom mote than 69,000 are aative born. -

degrees Fahranheit may
be registered, even in
wmhr. on

step in front of the ma-
chine, at which little
nrh;md all day.”

tion. In such rooms women lit-dﬂ
sewing garments, wasting their lives
iz;gbnway their ntahty becanse of the h“‘
of bread ;

Annie S. Daniel, of tho New Yilk
for Women and Chﬂdmn, who has made &
of the home labor of women in: New: Iuﬁ. de=
clares that “many of the garments worn by wos"
men are being manufactured in these tencment
rooms. In them garments from the cosrsesy
home wrapper to the daintiest lace gown fﬂ‘.
fine evening function are made. °

“In addition to wearing nppuo!.
make boxes, enxnra, pocketbooks, jewelry,
watches, wigs, fur garments,
anything ponslbly made by or on

. Frequently such working
uhno.nonthmﬁnhouumioﬂdﬂ&
twenty-four, At 5 o’clock in the
work begins, after a breakfast of
oaﬁaa, for :Eour or six homﬂ:hn workers ‘hﬂ
over

mm“’iﬁi”'&,fm
repast Yy o

until 1 or 2 in the morning. m
ages from 135 to 10 cents an hour. A

metmumuchdaingnrimk!ndl
a8 & grown woman.”

cuﬂrelyorin part, by women. Ofihnm
150 women were engaged in manufacturing in
their living rooms, and of the 174 remaining
the women worked in factories, lsundries, on
took lodgers and boarders.

Women of seventeen fam.ihu, after come
pleting their work by day in factories, made
artificial flowers at night. The average-ingome
of the 515 families was $8,60 a week.

RESTRICTIONS REQUIRED

“If women must add to the income of the
family,” said Miss Daniel, “they should do it in
buildings built for this purpose; children, as
least under 8 years of age, should not be em-
ployed; men and women in the last stages of
tuberculosis could not work because of inability
to go to a factory. Children, the future Ameri-
cans, wonld stanC a better chauce of baoonnng
useful citizens.”

Coming to Americs with bright hopes, with
gleaming eyes ancl the conviction in their
hearts of enjo
foreign women themselves dumpod into
steaming eourts and fetid alleys, And to make
ends meet, they find themselves ecom to
lsbor, n.ight and day, and the land whi

lden in their dreams becomes their curse, the
f:nd of sordidness and misery. And these wo-
men become the mothers and grandmothers of
future citizens and future mothers, so that any
debasing influence exerted on their lives debases

rag-picking, with all its objectionabie

is carried on. In the single rooms great

of soiled, dirty rags are gathered; they are
into strips and sewed together cnd rolled
balls. Working thirteen or fifteen hours a
the wizén-faced Italian WOman may earm

B to 15 centa,

Compare such conditions with thou
exist among the peasantry of Buui.—-.-u- ‘
tions which should warn us, loc.
western economist—and imagino the
the nation will be coapelled o pay h,
s of d girls marchi e

of women an
morning to the m of the country-
and girls who beg-m such eum
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wa moving n-
credible rapidity, until their eyes bllul. -'




