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Spot Where the Con-
- federate Wave Threw
| Jts Highest Spray.e 2

"~ By Robert B. Vale

2 HEN during the summer of '63
there rolled up from the South-
o land a great wave of gray, which
Woke on the ridges of Gettysburg, it hurled
far ahead flying clouds of spray. And where
his: spray f:ﬂ on' Pennsylvania soil; almost
in sight of the dome on the Capitol at
burg, marks the farthest north reached

b Confederate soldiers in the Civil War.
B An old red brick dwelling house ar Camp
Will, on the broad white highway which runs
course from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, 15
the only monument which serves to indicate
¢ 'spot where, forty-five years ago, a Virginia
lf:;ﬂla}:, seated on his tired mount, gazed
feso moments across the hills which line the
squchanna, and then, wheeling, turned his

bace toward the South, toward Gettysburg.
L Mo the left :{ this house is a lane—Lne-
b kiln lane, they call it in Camp Hill—and this
‘5 another striking landmark, for on the after-
S moon of Sunday, June 28, 1863, there was
Sdrawn up in the sunken road the most ad-

‘wanced fighting line of the Forlorn Hope.
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) T8 A LONG time sincs thogs days—nearly half a
omtory. Not many of ths men and women who
. hasd rveaghed the aduit age and jived in soufhern
Pennsylynnla ns the curtain unfoided on the field
¢ Getiysburg are stlll glive. The bays and girls who
their barcfoot toes into the ereamy dust of the
Minestone roads-as the Confederste columns swept by
ire old men and womgn, Camp Hill In history is for-
.-At:hgood old Squire T N. Bowman says: “"How in
name of nll creation the government and the pa-
Mriotic societies of the Iand have neglected Lo appro-
“Srlately mark the high-water spot of the Clvil War
Beats mai” _
: .It!t'ur!t is unmarked, not 8 mound or a stone on
Whils historie ground. . '
Camp Hill, Pa., is a pretiy little town, the first but
e that you meet In the broad valiey which winds
firéeda of miles from the Susquebanna to Chat-
v Bga; Tenn, Not a mile of ihls valley, which is
3 J"\‘:‘ in . Ats Alfferent sections us the Cumbaeriand,
I enandoah and Valley of Virginia, but has been trod
the of the Blue and Gravy.
T £ s fought fu the vulley—Winches-
y S0 Mountain, Across the Potomnae
in Yirginia, towns were destroyed, farms laild
and bulldings razed, To the north, Cham-
TR wae burved and Carlisle ghelled,
ha been Baid that when Lee mado hie Invasiom
jeetive point wus Phiindelphia. Certninly he
i b eapture Harrisburg.

LEE®KNEW THE LAND WELL

. Lée kneaw the yailey well, AS o Young
Meer Be had been a vi“itor st the barracks
[Mleand he was famillar with the pleturosgus
e tHAaL Jie to the north and to Lthe south
b owas no dokling In the North that the Usne
! gad to makn the daring dash until June
eral Ewell's corps attacked General Mil-
the Unlon forems at Winchester, Va.
sthan two hours the Federal delschim
pleces and in flight. The valley to th
Jear, save for ficeing Unlon soldiers,
off that General Lee ordered Fuell 1a
pis brofd and fertile land and eapture tha
Keystops State.
Y the mivines, With him was (jep-
-tu' eommander, and It was Jonking®

it

od the high-water mark.
guer was one of the most beautiful n yvears.
e glme, the scason of the year when
DESNINE rfumed  the aiv, when the red
dea hung in. gemiike clusters from

tl Jand that for 1wo vears had hean
he weli-tilled fieldx, the waving graln, the
Jled bArns and the sicek cultle of ihe
) the Conféderates with strange emp-

mlkad with | several

"My God!" ha

Jyou! Al the Bouth f5 alreally
here. Sour résources. have not
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Meade's army was just entering Pennsylvania,
the Cumberland velley was jammed with the enemy.
Beveral thousand troops, mostly New York
were concentrated on the western bank of the Sus-

across from Harrisburg, and
augmented py 10,000 volunteers from

Night and day they worked, building intrenc
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on the creat of the hetghte. These mounds of earth
are standing today and are Known us Fort Washing-

“ton and Fore Couch.

Miittary men Knew that nelther the undrilled troops
commanded by Geéneral Baldy Smith nor the hill of
Ioam cowld stop Lee If an attack were muade,

Reglment after regiment of fleving Union soldiers
came into Harrvisburg. They told of the thundering
horde at thelr heels. So swiftly did Early move that
Iis udvance was almost constantly engaged with the
rear of the enemy from Hagerstown to Mochanlces-
burg. Hundbeds of Unlon prisoners, weak from lack
of food and exhausted by fllght, were pleked up along
the roads.

There was panice,. Farmers abandoned thelr homes
and, gathering together thelr families, their valuabies,
thelr cattle and thelr horses, loined in the mad rush
to escapa across the Sopsquehanoge. The roads were
packed with o weird jumble bt soldlars, cows, chlckens
and wild-eyed men, women and children, rumblin
wagon tralns, and ambulances flled with slck an
wounded men,

It was on Haturday evening, June 27, that Governor
Curtin, at Harrvisburg, telegraphed President Lingeln
that the Confederates had redched Carlisle and Har-
risburg would fall on Manday. No slgn of Meade, who
was (o check the Invaslon.

Sunday morning Jenkins led lile tired but jubllant
cavalry up to Oyster’s Polnt. This Confederats leader
carried “‘[)Ih him two pleces of artlilery, and he posted
these on a Mttle mound about half a mile from Camp
Hil .
He could see the hills to the south eoverad with
a vast hollday ecrowd that came out to witness the

advance of the Southern armles. Due aliead were the’

helghts manned by the ‘small Unlon foree. All along
the road were seattered Unlon sharpshooters, and now
and then they took pop shots at the dusiy gray onemy.

A _short dlstance pp the Tripdie Spring road from
the Point a Confedérate soldier was hit in the Jeg and
PN ROt rne bt e Lh Les Linge. ' The

(1] 5 moun :
and to-sg is ‘“mv the honor of the “ﬁl:h.‘i.'ht

‘Brlaomr of the war., Who he was {8 not known today,

ut he was well cared for and was treated by the
su ns &t Harrishure. b 4

cros® the road where now stands the old red
hou there stood in "63 a toligate, One or two of
Jenking' cavalry rode &p 10 the barrier until. thelr
horsag noses rested on the other side. Not one soldier
passed the gate. s

Meantime, the Intepmittent cragking of rifles kept
up, Afternoon came. The Conf te lina took ﬂl?l
P in Limpkiln Jane, The artillery to the rear be-
gan shelling the eountrf in front. Seversl bulldings
were striick and the Unlon skirmishers retreated into
the Intrenchments

r down the valley the clouds of dust told of the
never-stopping Infantry.  The preliminaries wore
through with, the attack on Harrisburg was about to
begin on the coming of the morrow. Once the oapital
of the state fell and rallroads destroyed, Les could
place hia forcés on the southern slopes of the moun-
taln, face Meade and give battle,

Then one of the strange thlnv whith sometimes
settlen the fate of nations took place. A small force
of Lee's army, just owtside of Gettysburg, got Into-a
skirmiah with some Unlon troops. Meade, who had
Ju!&luccelded to command, had arrived.

ore troopa came up and the fighting grew. Lee
saw that he must have it out right there. He was
then In Chambersburg. He ordered all the divisions
to leave the Cumberiand valley; he drew Fitzhugh Lee
nnd Jenkins away from the shorés of the Susque-
hanng; he himseif started across thé mountafus to
Gettyshurg and to crushing defeat.

That Sunday night the glare of fire down the river
told that Fitzshugh Lee had fired the bridge to Colum-
bin; Fl_darl! troops advancing from Harrisburg saw
Jenkins' cavalry retiring on Gettysburg. These Unlon
troops eame up with Jenking near Sporting Hill, n
short way from Camp HIll, and there was a small
engagement. But Jenkins did not hurry, and some of
his rear guard remained in the vicinlty of Camp Hill
for a day or two, holding back the Federal forces.

ACTS OF DARING

During those few exciting days not one, but scores
of acts of daring were performed by the people of tha
Cumberland valley. So swift was the march of Lee
that the authoritles In Washington did not understand
the maneuver. Everybody in the North *was stunned.
Information was needed, the whereabouts of the Con-
federntes, the numbers of the forces—all these facts
were vital,

Sples volunteered thelr services. Two men, Will-
{fgm Coffey and Samuel McKinney, disgulsed as farm-
ora, penetruted the Confederate line. They learned
much, and then turned toward Harrisburg and the
Unfon linex. Walking along untll a clump of shrub-
bery coneealed them, the sples made a dash for the
mountains,

Some of Ewell's men saw them running, and opened
fire, The men kept on. Then, In front of them, sol-
diers crossed the road, and the sples were prisoners
They were taken -to General Ewell's headquarters,
fidoses wero slipped over their necks mnd they were
being elevated, when Ewell directed thelr lives to be
spared.

Charles Flemming was sent Into the Confedarate
lines as & spy. It was mighty ensy for him to get the
facts, but most uvnusually hard to get away with them.
Down mear Oyster's Polnt he ‘tried to make a run
through the flelds. A watchful cavalryman overtook
him, and Flemming was kept a prisoner untll the bat-
tle at Gettysburg opened.

Then there was Harry Bmith. He had come bdack
to his old home at Camp Hill, wounded, He still worae
his blue uniform, and It was a foollsh thing for him
to try to act as spy thus attired. He was caught, and
had he not summoned all the people in the nelghbor-
hood to testify to hils discharge and that he was a
native of the place, he would have béen hanged.

Camp HIll today does not look as It did when it
wan held by the Confederate foroes. But few of the old
bulldings in whieh the troops quartered, where they
dined on substantia! Ponnsylvania fare, where the offi-
cera played the pianos of absent women and held
dances in the pariors, are still standing, ’

It Is now a suburb of Harrlsburg. The tollgate
house s unchanged, the fortifications are there, but
soon. wlil e torn down 1o make room for houses; the
lane, Limekiln lane, s as it was two score and five
years back.

The high-water mark of & war In which more than
1,000,000 men died is unknown save for the traditions
of the vlllage, the memories of the old folks and the
musty documents In the archives of the Cumberland -
County Hlstorlcal Society.
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OW would you like to be fed en bread and
water, enly, for ten days!

Or how would you like to stand on your

feet, your hand upraised, for two or three

hiours, not being permitted 1. move, talk, or make
a motion of any
“Perhaps yon would like to curry horges for
three and four hours without cejeation.
“7 Qe how would a task of srawing wood until you
fell aver from exhaustion strike youf
. These are among the punishments jnflieted in
the regular army for violstion of regulations, #e-
rding to the statements of men who have been
Some of these puriishments almost rank
ith Chinese tortures and the crueltics of inedieval
Y T & ; ~ )
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MY 1ife Is nof withaut its hardships, even for
ot the soldler inclined
to “kick over the traces” in thé parlanove of
] the camp, there js Trequently a serles of bitter
expeciences. lndeed, & petson who hing never served in
the army would be surprised at what might seem 100
erbel punlshments inflictsd en men within the ranks

+ Among the more severe

the exemplary soldier,

punishments
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varjous offéenses are standing at atlention for periods
of twd and three hours, grooming horses for several

hours, washing dishes for severnl days, or condemned

to the "awkward squad” and compelled to drill for
one or two hours & day. 3 i

“A person who has not served In the regular army
cannot conceive the punishments often prescribed,
declared 4 |man - who had been an enlisted soldier for a
number of years, } : ‘ f

“Of course, most, soldlers who are punished have
committed some offénse. But pna cannaot hnl{htuﬂnt
that many officers like to rub it In, and that the pun-
ishmonts  often parallel the heartlesg army cruelties
which have ralsed suoh a furore In Germany.

“Possgibly one of the mo#t wearisome wnuhmnu
is to stand at attention for severdl hours. When a sol-
dier will not give the proper gilute to a superjor. this
{8 the usual sentence. Wihile a Bantry with
’ EuN the mehmlr..mwt stand at atten-
tlon. !!go will not let him ; tion, moye g;
talk. 1 have sten meén stand during the hot days
uung‘g'-r til they fell pver from exhaustion.
magzica Hviag on
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days! One nearly dies of the monotony of this food.
One actually suffers, The soldler gots hungry and
the bread falls to satisfy his hunger. He smells the
food In the mess tent. And—well you can Imagine
how ha feals

“Sawing wood Is hardly any worse than thls. In
fact, if one saws wood he |5 usually given real food.
But those in'authority do work the poor rascals, all
right. In the morning they are led from the guard-
house and put on the wood., They usivally work from
8§ In the morning until € In the evening,

“Every evéening after the men have groomed their
horees, the officer comes along and rubs his hands
over the horse's coat to sce whether 1t is eclean or not.

“One unight 1 was on =entry duty. A chap near
mbé had just finished currying his horse. The officer
came by, passed his hand over the'horse and grunted,
‘Now you can groom that horse until 1 come back'
It was a common thing; in fact, the usual punishiment.

“The fellow begin m‘oumlng{ the horse, and ha
groomed It for three hours bLefors the officer cahie
back, How does the horse like it? I.don't Know,

“This happenoed repeatedly. Of course, {t may be
suld that a scldier should keep his horse clean. But
It seems pretty hard on the man when he g compelled
to rub s horse's back several hours. To say nothing
of the horse. :

“A" soldler's 1ife fsn't & snap. It fsn't any wonder
that nome of the most carefdl men at times enter

guard mount with dirty equipment, I have seen sowe
of the bést men do [t

NO MERCY SHOWN

“The soldier starts out for guarl mount at 0§
o'clock. The m.lf!uum comas alonﬁ nnd sees that his
gun is mrtg'. he soldier Is put in the guardhouse.
Bomeoetimes he gets g pretiy long térm. A sevére sen-
tence; fan‘t 11?7 After the eighth conviction he may be
court-martialed. \

“1f a soldier misses the 11 o'clock roll call at night
he 1 llllwi)‘ to bo tried and to got 4 ‘month and &
maonth' This means a month in the guardhouss and
a deduction of pay. If ‘the non-pommissioned offices
should take pity on himm and not report the mnbsénce,
and this Is discovered, he ls liable to be deprived of
his stripes. - This 1s all routine punishmént.

“But tasks are assigued men which sre not only
useless but toriuring have seen a soldier sentenced
1o dig & hole‘in the ground six fest deop and six by
four feet uire. When . It was dug, he was com-
manded to Ml 't up agaln, and when it was filled he
was commanded to dig It aganin. Such things sound
incredib but they are too common,

“Sometimes a soldler may n%l drill properly. Ha
may be tired out, or again, ma; @ new.  If the officer
{5 not in. & particulaply humor, he whl most
Aikely assign the man to what |s called the ‘awkwnrd
sqoad.’ Then hé is compélled to go through the drills
for onae or two hours e can [ ne nothing more
tiresome than the continuous handling of a gun for
such ? Jjength of- time, )

“Of courss, order must be preserved in the army.
Thare must be punishments—punishments often severe.
But any man of common ‘sense and _umlnl sympathy
who has been in the sérvice cannot but feel that pun-
ishments in a great percentage of the cases ht be
more humane, £l o

~ “Some o Ta forget that solfdlers, even if they are

-MIQIC ‘or disobey orders, are human, and punish-

ments which ex “the strength only arouse antihg-
_aahg and 1 will is i.‘(lnoiho: of patriotiam.”




