Francis Wilson in “When Kmshu

Were Bold” Gtent Acting
Proprietary Drama uitl Whriting Telﬁmonhll Thereof

LA
o = T

By J. F.
‘& respite of two “ccks. during which the
nt readers of this page, my friends the man-
and my weary typewriter, have been given

,‘ 'dﬂnce to breathe, I renew my weekly task of
“——

~

"Wlth many a weary step and many a [rou‘l,
" Up the high hjll he heaves a huge round stone,"—

g enough to asture my friends that I have not fallen
Sictim to the soit enchantments of the Oregon spring.
' the theatres 1 directed my attention for a brief
ice to the Portland police—a digression that I feel
iply repaid me for the tax on time and health, For
Beroved to me that there are depths of stupidity beyond
hing the stage knows of. | can now turn to the
rts of our young romantic actors and our sparkling
pediennes with the feeling that here, at least, there
A glimmering of reason, a faint desire to graw to
ter things.

If 1 bave at any time heretofore suggested that I
» gounded the depths of ignoranee and incompetence,
ow publicly acknowledge that I was mistaken, It is
arafore with something like a sigh of relief that I turn
lfruda Wilson and fm farce, “When Knights Were
; " which delighted some snrpmmgly large houses
af th Hellig last week, The houses were lnrpﬂlmﬂy
- tht u. ttrtle ownersof the theatre. No one w
: e of the public and what it wants
: atmlilhed. o doubt but that Mr. Cort is still
Wondering why Wilton Lackaye and Hall Caine’s “The
Bbndman” didn't draw. The producers gave it the Lon-
: and the Ln:dcim t‘::“ti a‘l r. Lackaye him-

ing the light of his presence upon
dnliv&e: mt.l.i:nef of something more than the
:l'a:ckmm rant. And there was a large
openiu night.
* % 'k

'Ihilgwle truth is that no play will amount to much
' the truth. You can sit down and write yards
sparkling dialogue, have thrilling situations by the
d tell a most wonderful tale, but unlesa there is
thing more than dialogue, plot and tale your piece
n't last kmz. Whether it ﬁc tragedy or comedy or
T depict with at least some of the ele-
lEk., humanity and. character. The trag-
w grimmer side, the comedy the pleasanter
: farce, no less, must stick to humanity, ex-
it but oot falsifying it.

will stand the test of examination as well
! es Marlowe's. It's mainly because her first
m ‘good. Little of the play as it now stands was
by her. The funny situations have been care-

thr g 'of andiences, It is
d that l:: the

m was first put on in London
! -Imnl ‘Welch he a stenographer stationed in the
ngs who took dnvm ¢very word and bit of business
Ii! iutmduced and recorded just where the audi-
. Tht next day, at rehearsal, the play
: to suit thc latest liking of the audi-
e mmpt bonk the play is a literary curi-

_osity.

I It will be remembered by those who saw the play in
-}4‘; and on the opening night thar Mr. Wilson intro-
| duced several very evideat noveltics—they even discom-
_{- d the members of his company for the moment—and
doubtless he is constantly adding funnyisms of his own
10 the piece in the effort to keep it up to the mark and
contmue his prosperity.
it il owing to the intrinsic value of the ume itself
- h ‘ , that it is a success, The experionce of G y de
& 10 tnusual one. There is a very strong psyaho—
1 basis for the antics he is made to go through in
ing to down once and for all that eternal talk of “the
swod old 3.” . The incongruity upon which the plot
‘based is both spiritual and physical. The cold from
Sir Guy is suffering in the first act doubtless
mded some, but it performed the task of assuring
orié that they needn’t grow sentimental over this
Syomping scion of nobility. It killed lurking sy (rnhy
i just about two minutés. Once that was safely driven
oy were in a fit condition to see Sir Guy go about
his work of smashing the images, which he did, it must
' be admitted, with rare good sense and success.
* * &

‘The lpplml that lay in the dilemma of the remwe-
Aden, tondyized young baronet was a wide one.
obbes calls the comic sense “a sudden glory arising
lndden conception of some eminency in our-

arison with the inferiority of others, or

down to traditions, to family and to memories of the
t. A considerable portion of the popnhtm of New
ingland still delights in conttmplanni its an-
hqmly. in supping with its great-gran fnlbers silver
ng and lamenting the days of blacll stocks and ruf-
ed shirt-fronts, A worthy but tiresome relative of
mine ingisted on putting-off the evil present as lohg as |
he could—at least so far as he was con:erncd—-b{
ing tn a Condord coach and wearing satin small-c othel
to his dyving day, Everyone has had similar experiences
with the senseless efiort to prevent the dead past from
burying its dead. Therefore when Sir Guy went forth
to do battle with the dragon of false sentimentality he
took with him our hopes, our prayers and our langhing
good-will. a5
So far as I was concerned his bold and devoted stand |
against blank verse won my heart as nothing else could.
ose chapters in the history of English literature de-
voted to the praise of the esrlf' discoverers of blank
verse have always been particularly detestable to me.
It seemed that it would have been getter had the chap-
ters been tied around the mecks of the discoverers and
the whole dropped into the most convepient pond of
luffﬂ:lent depth to insure against rescue.
* K K

And yet there was one incongruity that stood out
glaringly—none of the playwright’s making, but the
product of our own times and styles. We thought it
was funny enough when Mr. Wilson was thrust ily
into the clanking and highly uwncomfortable armor of the
twelfth century, Owur shoulders ached in sympathy as
we . regarded "his plight., How immeasurably superior
we felt to our silly progenitors! And yet throughont it
all Mr. Wilson wore without a murmur of complaint a
specimen of the present day fashionable collar, starched
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within an inch of its life and i du-uonin his naturally N
ample and, for all one could tell, graceful neck like a 3 lllr'“hr!et o1.50
vise. It caught him so he could scarcely breathe. It ‘“,...2 S e,

seriously interfered with his resting. When he tried to
lie down on the couch and take his 40 winks of sleep it
choked him till he grew purple in the face. It seemed
to be 2 much more horrible and uscless and generally
obsoléte bit of wearing apparel than the atc:T helmet
they brought him to put on, But, unless Colonel Wood
was present, I fear no one appreciated his plight and
made a mental reservation to the effect that m another
100 years they'll have more goad old times to talk about
and mote curious relice to hang in the halls of country
bouses than a mail shirt and a metal casque. ’

‘Mr, Wilton seems to have bridged the gap that lies
between musical comedy and musicless farce without
much trouble. . In fact he's more entertaining in farce
supported by his own antics than in comedy supported
by his own voice. He's ‘decidedly preierahfe illie

llier, who in the part of Sir Guy would ha\c been
as vulgar as a fish-wife, The line of demarkation be-
tween valgarity and humor that the farceur must draw
is at times so fine as to require most careful acting, par-
ticularly in case of the satiric comedy,

* * %

Looking over the remaining events scheduled for the
fast-waning season there are some incidents of interest
to be noted. That eminently correct actor, John Drew,
and the indescribable Billie Burke are coming soon.
There is also a prospect of seeing the two great dra-

ive um measuremant of your win-
ows and we will have same proper-
y fitted.

Ideal Steam Cookers

Cooking is & pleasure when you use
the “Ideal” combination steam cooker

. - 3t FRE and baker. Think what it means to
matic sen‘gatmm. D’. l,hc season—Mrs. ?uke in “Ros- lacs your whele dinner over one
mersholm"—that's fllb( a bare pcrhapn_—ﬂnd—‘annlhrr, urner—go away and forget about
erhaps—Kyrle Bellew and Margaret Illington in “The 1t untll the whistle calls you.
hief,” Henri Bernstein's successful mélodrama. Fus If ‘you are lnterested In learnin
e L g ST, fromey : how to o¢ut down the kitchen wor
gene Walter's “Paid in Full” is due in the fall, by a ?;\m e rf“r‘ bill, let us deméonstrate
a “ldeal for you.
second company. FROM $4.50 UPWARDS. one?

The Baker company is still hnldmg out bravely and
has probably made a very good season of it. It is unde-
niable that they deserve success—they give excellent
entertainment as a rule. It's not their fault that all
plays are not good and that they are not able to give
all plays equally well. Their great trouble has been
that they have got in the habit of considering them-
selves in that position where they actually think the
sole duty of partakers of their compounds is to sit
down and write testimonials of their merits. But pa-|N.
tent acting is not infallible and there is no sound reason
why its ingredients should not be made public in their|
true proportions. It won’t hurt the market for the de-|
sirable brands and the public can do very well mthout'
the undesirable ones.

I wish respectfully to assure the individuals in lhe'
company that I lha{ continue tasting of their wares,
proprietary drama though they be, as long as my con-
stitution and the season hold out. Like the citizen of
Kansas who remarked as he ordered another case of
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or the roses, It always ends In geography—"it's do
from everywhere” The population of Portland ia 94

of Innoculating the stranger with admiration for

people of this falr Rose Clty are enthuslastic students of geography.
stranger soom finds that while the conversation may begin

jwun. which is sald to be & higher proportion than any other American
[ olly can show. Another significant pecullarity is that it 1s malntained slmost
ely by local capital, there being only three bulldings among the ‘larger
merelal structures of the entire clty that were not buflt by home money
le these and other distinotive polnts are aiways brought out during the
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Wlll lm half a !ife-tl,me A Bohn Re chiig
its cost almost every
from spoiling, as

T ] BEheRp. refﬁ'gera
wasted and ice consumed, so that the f:rst diffcrence
in favor of the ordinary refrigtrator 13 a gonume
instead of aaving .

tor *

She spysit's the besty

| Think of the Satisfaction

The beautiful and wonderful Bohn gives its user.
Milk .and cream ever sweet;
firm and full flavored ; meats choice and eatable; sum-
mer drinks delightfully cold; porcelain lining cleansed
perfectly by wiping with a moist cloth.

All American railroads use it after severest tests
by refrigeration experts.
Prices are from, $27 to $165 each.

HONEYMAN HARDWARE .

«%’ FOURTH AND ALDER STS.
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Why shouldn’t you own

The Oﬁm Gu R;ntc has
saved more hours of drudgery than

any other article of
mﬂl’nn It saves la mc:‘;?m'

carry, no slow ovens, no failures

in cookin Baking, broiling, fry-
ing or hu‘:li t fn all the‘ugn
th the GA ND Gas Range—

ﬂerythiul done to a turn with
very little attention and at a con-
siderable saving of fuel,

Note the new style cabinet frame
as shown in cutic Baves stooping
and blck-break%; We claim that
the GAR Range is
more economical in t!;e consump-
tion of fuel than any other gas

stove manufactured, a° féature
which must appeal to any buyer,
Our r‘;mcu range from“$11 each
to $125 each. 3

RELIABLE GAS
PLATES

Tomorrow we place on sale a
big lot of the celebrated Reliable
Gas Plates. Every plate id up to
the well-known Reliable quality
in every respect.

l-burner Gas Plate, small size—
1

Regular .......... .I 29
Sale price ..iyiverens. .. $1.08
2-burner Gas Plate, small size—
Regular ...ovuveeninnnnnn.. $1.75
Sale price .....vvnvee....PL.B6
3-burner Gas Plate, small size-—
Regular 3.260
Sale priee ......ovvvnne.. $2.28

1-burner Gas Plate, large size—

Reglar . .iiisainaaiisiiis $2.25
Sale price . ievivivnnese, $1.956
2- t!){urnelr Gas Plate, large size—
egulat ..o..iiiiieinnn... . $3.50
Sale price ......cnuin. o .';.315
3-burner Gas Plate, large size—
Regular ... . vevienionn. o $4.50
Sale priceé ....vveinee...D8.95

ONLY ONE WAGNER AND
DAMROSCH IS HIS PROPHET

The programs for all three concerts to
be given at the Armory by Walter Dam-
rosch and the New York Symphony
orchestra, June 3 and 4, have boen re-
celved, and they embrace mastarpleces
of such diverse character that every
and kind of musio-lover will be
delighted. Such programs .cannot be
offered outside the great muale cenlers
of the world, for a symphony orchestra
that Is able to Interpret the enchanting
but diffieult compositions written by

the mutemin?; of all ages must comi
prise artists the highest talemt, and
men whose whole hearts and minds, e
weall as thelr sxclysive time are davo'e
o the work of the %_rn honle orchos.
tra. Such mén as tar Dnmmch
has gathersd about him, his rars genius
s a great conductor, which ven
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Marringe Is Aninlled and Girl Loses
Sweethetrt She Hoped
to Marry.

S ———

midnight mirrisge In Clayton at_ the
end of an afternoon’s dalliance
cockislls and sugh, Virginla Nelson has
lost u’t only her home. but her former

on whom wh o
n ﬁ.m & hoped

uaéll Judge Me thmuy annulled
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tion 4nd a fine frée melody on & sway-
ing acompaniment, the w le  mugges-

tion the sweep of the river from which
the poem in tone took Its name.

The afternoon program for Thurs-
day s one of rare dell ht and containg

the famous Slav Maro Tachalkows
sky. The full program w 11 be;

Overture, “"Mignon™ ........... Thoman
Alr on the G string .........,., Ereh
Polonalse for strings ...... Beathoven

Coneerto in D minor fcr violin.

Vlouxtemp
Mr. Alexander Saslavak ky.
Valse lenta
Plaglcat!, from “Byl\-ia" v oee s Delibey
Bymphonic poem “Les Preludes” .. Lisnt

PART 11

“le Prophete” .. Meyverbeer
The Sedan Chalr .. ....... Chaminad
ook YT Y N - T gl T vl
Larghetto from Symphony Na "
Beethovan

, "Slay” Tachalkowaky
On Thursday evening and the glosing
program wil be a stupéndous all "'mu—r
one, as the San Francisco Call sald:
“There sti]l 16 but ona Wagner and Dams
rosch, ia his prophet’;
Lohengrin~—
- Prelude

Elsa’s song on thée balcany,

Prelude and bridal chorus
Dise Maisterainger—

March from

o

The nu‘l’:' of .lhe Valkyries .
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S8antiago, Chile, May 23.—1t is found
that the deposits in all the savings
banks of Chlle amount to the sum of
uo.m 000. - This ¢ity contains, acoord-
to the consus iunt doln.:rlottd. 408, “l
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