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Our acts our angels are, or
“«cod or {ll,
Our fatal shadows that walk
by us still.
—John Fletcher,

3 CHAMBERLAIN,
w IGNESS Is a powerful asset in
3 public position. Character and
oalibre are its essentials, All
v men know them and applaud
them. Al men feel safe when these
twin assets of manhood are on the
‘mnti in public affairs. It has
not been by ascldent that Governor
Chamberlain has risen from the hum-
ble walks of life into a position of
- extraordinary Influence, As a child

¥ _of poverty, he trudged over country

hunmtrmnunno-

political affilia-
into the gover-

morshifp in his first candidacy for

same all potential

all powerful inflh-

the gecond Instance of

he was reelected to the

{ aver the most powerful can-
idat t.llataould be put agalnst him.
“mn in  the conception of his

.- He has

i the mental horizon to grasp pub-

unthu. and the force of char-

ter to meet and manage them. The

sning of a government and e

tlons are within his knowledge.

relations of a government to a

, and at ofticers are elected

~matters forever within his

usneas. ' That all powers come

the people, and that they are to

-mud for the benefit of the

pple has been the Invariable rule

which his official and all other
have been squared.

This very laudable conception of

; pial function in Mr. Chamberlain

‘18 not the temporary subterfuge of &

. passing campaign, but Is inborn in

mentality, and = constant, dom-

it and potential factor, ever pres-

and cver ‘active in his mental

ork. It is pecullariy and sig-

¥ an endowment of unusual big-

i and exceptional manhood. It

8 & dominant trait In Lincoln, and

that made him and his place

. history notable among the chiefs

ﬂl the nation. The same kindliness

' of spirtt, tho sameé 1ove for humanity,

.'lﬁ. same devotion to a government

-

_'

o~

& econld bring as much

"*'of, for and by the peaple,” that dfs-

' dominant characteristics in the
; ,ﬁommltty of the governor of Ore-

_ﬁbn.

"It I8 to his qualities of pure states-

manship, his grasp of affalrs and his

. potent influence n thefr Sdministra-

ﬂon that Mr. Chamberlain owes his
.advance from poverty to power.
They are the qualitles that have
mdo him a figure and a factor
among the figures and factors of na-
_tlonal Iife.

They ars gualities that have en-
. " abled bim to glve Oregon & masterly
administration of the office of gover-
nor, and gualities that would be of
enormous value to the .state if he
could be sent as eenator to Washing-
‘ton. What man In ‘all the state
could fill the office more perfectly,
force and
Strength to bear In doing things for

: m state, and, above and beyond all,

l be 80 much depended upon to
l!un true and loyal to the great
mon people?
—_—
TOM WORD,

e

P HE vote on sheriff of Multnomah
seounty Wwill not be divided
sharply by party lines

@'s experience In run-
e for predldent, winning in
_&nd  third heats, though
ter g a neck in the second. The
‘this county who were hers
1 ‘} L remémber the noteidly and
lﬁll ‘work done by woﬂ[
! “’I‘l:l’ at his own ‘ex-
da-u Bambling joints,

the poolron

would seem to be & case whers the
saying, “Turn about is fair play.,”
will apply, especially as Word so well
deserved a second Yerm.
_. !
A mb “DEMAGOGUE."

OM L. JOHNSON mayor for the
fourth time of Cleveland, may
bave the faults of an extraordi-
nar{ly masterful man; he may,

be for certaln purposes a good deal
of a boss; but since he uses his great
power for the benefit of the people
rather than for the benefit of him-
self and a clique or ring of personal
and political friends, it is not In or-
der for the people to complaln of his
masterfulness and bossism. He was
born with that quality, and could not
help being a masterful man If he
would. During his last campalgn
for mayor a Portland dally news-
paper alluded to him as a dema-
gogue, and otherwise contemptuous-
ly, but this same demagogue has won
one of the most notable victories for
the people ever gained in the coun-
ury.

For elght years Tom Johnson has
been fighting with all his wvast
strength for three-cent carfares in
Cleveland. He had to fight pot only
the conaolidated traction eorporation,
but at first a hostile counecll and al-
waoys a hostile legislature, and hos-
tlle courts. Officially, he fought,
like Thomas H. Benton on one oc-
casion in the senate, “single-handed
and alone,\ and finally conquered.

Not being able to bring the cor-
poration to terms otherwise, he be-
gan laying streetcar lines on the
city's account, by this time having a
cooperating council, The ecourts is-
sued Injunctions; he disregarded
them. He refused to be bealten or
suppressad by anybody or anything.
Last fall Representative Burton, the
strongest possible opponent, was put
up to defeat him, but Johnson won by
thousands, Thé people stayed with
him. And so at last the corporation
gave up, Johnson has his way, and
the fare on streetcars in Cleveland
will hereafter be three cents Instead
of five,

Hut the arrangement comprehandl
more than this; It amounts to mu-
nicipal ownership of the street rall-
roads. A munielpal holding com-
pany has been formed through which
the corporation has been offered and
bas accepted 6 per cent Interest ona
$23,000,000 valuntion of the lines,
the contrabt to run 25 years, the ecity
then having the privilege of buylng
the lines. If the city cannot earn
the 8 per cent and falls to pay it, the
property reverts to the present own-
ers, but Johnson is not afrald of that.
The city's 40 miles of three-cent
lines that he bullt have paid 6 per
cent on their cost from the start,
while the corporation has paid stock-
holders 6 per cent on a valuation of
§40,000,000, of which $17,000,000
was “water.”’

Claveland is a big city and John-
son {s a very snccessful business man.
He knows what he can do, and If he

could be kept where he is the cliy
would doubtless pay off the $23,000,-
000 and so own all its streetear lines
within the 2§ years. Then, he be-
leves in still lower fares, or perhaps
none at all; would raise taxes in
other ways and make streetears free,
as bridges and parks are. - This
seems Impracticable, but Johnson has
‘at least got the streetcar system of
Cleveland Into the city’s hands and
established three-cent fares. Other
big citles, whose people are paying
interest and dividends on millions of
“‘water,” would be fortunate If they
had demagogic bosses like that,
e ———

THE WASHINGTON SPECTACLE.

F EVER conditions in this country

presented a suggestive spectacle,

it has for five months been ob-

servable at Washington,
Throughout ‘that long period, Presi-
dent Roosevelt has pleaded with a
recalcitrant congress for remedial
legislation. He has pointed out the
need of messures for betterment of
conditions among the multitude. He
has repeated and reiterated his de-
mands so often, that the long 1ist of
desired measures is famillar to all
From the length and breadth of the
land, there has been and Is, Insist-
ence that some of these measures be
passed. A million to & million and a
half of men In the east and eastern
west are idle. BSome of them have
been without Income since the blight
of panlc fell on the land. In bun-
dreds of Instances, perhaps thou-
sands of them, the furniture in wage-
sustained homes has been parted
with and jewelry and watches been
pawned for the necessities of life.
The strike fund in some of the labor
organizations is being doled out to
members, to help them survive the
stress of the passing-idle time. Every
condlition in the conntry, its progress,
its meeds, Its future and Its people’s
future, calls for wise and effective
legislation:

But for flve long months congress
has refused to act: The imperial
senate and the dominant majority -in
the house, led by the Cannon cligue,
has stubbornly refused to legislate.

it has held insistently to its arbi-|

trary program of non-legislation, The
Democrate have joined with the
president in the pleadings for re-
They resorted to

in the effort to

the president

- week 166 of the

I

coneelvable, but lﬂl true, that
bold by ita onrwhlmiu

ro Imperial that this majority seems
drunk with its own strength. It Is
so puffed up and gwollen in its over-
weaning prerogatives and immensity
of numbera that it has laughed at the
president’s special messages, hooted
in derision at the efforts of the mi-
nority, and looked out upon the
country in its need with cold Indif-
ferénce. It shows, as it naever
showed before how unfortunate it is
for the country that this Republlcan
majority in both houses is so large.
it is the {mmensity of this majority
that makes the ruling party in both
houses so autocratic, and emboldens
it to hurl deflance at the president.
If that msjortty could be cut down,
the effect would be excellent for the
country and people. Every Influ-
once that can tend to reduce this ab-
normal majority will be an agency to
make the party in control of con-
gross more solicitous of the coun-
try's wishes, more willing to listen to
the pleadings of the president, more
in harmony®with the hopes and as-
pirations of the commonalty, more
attuned to judicious and beneficial
leglslation, and that is excellent rea-
son why the sending of Governor
Chamberlain to the semate, whereby
this enormous majority would be
brought more within reason, would
he helpful and wholesome for the ens
tire country and a good work for
Oregon.

OREGON AT WASHINGTON.

T WOULD seem to be quite time
for the people of this state to
inelst on results from their rep-
resentatives at the national cap-

ftal. It may be xratlfyln; to the

people of Oregon for one of its sen-
ators to galn notorlety by conduct-
ing a campalgn for a second elect-
ive term for the president, a good
thing if It could be brought about,
vet this does not bring results
needed especially by this state. And
can anybody point to anything of
any consequence ever done by the
repregentative’ for this distriet dur-
ing the seven years he has been at

Washlngtoh?

Jt might be well to take stock

and strlke a balance, as to the ac-

connt ‘between Oregon and the fed-
eral government, especlally In view
of the  persistent .assumption that
party politics counts for so much in

Washington. Oregon has been safe-

Iy and surely Republican, In na-

tiopal politics, long enough, If that

were the determining factor, yet the
staté, and Portland especlally, are
snubbed and discriminated agalnst
and victimized in many ways. It
could not be worse if the Oregon
delegation were divided politically,

If Oregon voters showed at once

their disgust and their independenca.

The high up federal authoritles

might then have more respect for us

and pay more attention to us,

A conspicuous instance just now
of the contemptuous and insulting
treatment of Oregon at Washing-
ton is the {tinerary of the warshlips.
This great fleet visits every place
of importance, and some of not much
fmportance, on the coast, all the
way from Punta Arenas to the
Btraits of Fuca, except Portland. All
we get Is a small cruiser or two and
two or three torpedo boats, an an-
nouncement to the world that Port-
land is not one tenth as lmportant
a place as Banta Barbara or Mon-
terey, Callfornla.

For 6§50 years the quarter-
master department for the Pacifie
northwest has been located at
Portland, w it manifestly and
undisputably longe, for varlous
obvious reasons. Without any an-
nouncement of a change, with con-
temptuous neglect to advise any-
body beforehand of such a move-
ment, an order is Issued trans-
ferring the headquarters to San
Francisco, where millions of dollars’
worth af sapplles are to be pur-
chased hereafter instead of in Port-
]ﬁd, to the great injury not only
of Portland business men, but to the
detriment of every farmer and mer-
chant in the state. How can an ad-
ministration that treats Oregon thus
expect enthusiastic, overwhelming
partisan support?

The river and harbor bill of the
last congress carried appropriations
of §1,760,000 for the mouth of the
Columblia 1iver and $500,000 for the
Celilo canal, no more than -was
urgently needed and was due to this
great river and regibn, and yet these
amounts have been cut down to the
extent of $414,000 Im the present
appropriation bill. Probably this
will be news to Mr, Ellis. But what
does he care?

The shippers of this state and re-
glon demand protection agalnst ar-
bitrary increases of freight rates,
such as the increase on lumber made
by the rallroads Iast year, but Sen-
ator Fulton's reasonable and nec-
essary, blll providing that such In-
cre shall not be made except by
permlselnn of the Interstate com-
merce commission has been slum-
bering In Chiirman Elkins' plgeon-
hole for two months, and though
Fulton Is making what efforts he
can for the bill, there is.no hope of
its passage. Milllons of loss to tho

be in Washington, and
nnntnolo !

try, defied tate Itsell. Iis power is |

people of the Pacifie northwest is)
utterly ignaored by the powers ML

e army and navy|

| ‘of m
‘of dollars; Harriman wiil ho
up the state for tems of millions.
more and we “will—perhaps-—bg
still clinging to the jdea that we
must be loyal to party and sending
mere pollticians to congyess,

Any kind of a change could not
make matters worse, so far as Ore-
gon’s treatment by the federal gov-
ernment Is econcerned. The state

seems to need some members of
congress who will dare to clalm Ore-
gon's rights, out loud and in dead
earnest, and if necessary, ralse a
rumpus in every department fof the
government every day untll we gat
recognition and resuits. The mere
politician and partisan, whose main
object in life is to “stand in"” and
hang on to his job will never ac-
complish anything for Oregon,
—————————
CHAMPOEG, MAY 2, 1848,
T WAS.a history-making event
that transpired up at the pioneer
village of Champoeg 656 years ago
» Yestorday, OQut here in the only
valley Inhabited by permanent white
settlers west of the Rocky moun-
tains, here in the vast wilderness of
the Pacific slope, gathered & cam-
pany of typical ploneers, on import-
ant publi¢ business. It was import-
ant to them, important to thelr de-
socendants, and Important to two
great natlons, although at that time
the American government cared little
for Oregon and scarcely notleed if,
supposing it to be an almost inacces-
sible and uninhabitable waste. These
pioneers knew or guessed better, and
gome public men knew better, but
these 'men were practically men
withgut ' a country, About half
owned alleglance to Great Britain,
halt to the Uglted States, and this
meeting helped at Jeast to decide the
ultimate national destiny of all this
great region, i

This, however, was not the pri-
mary purpose of the meeting. 1t
was held to take the Initlal steps to-
ward forming a provisional govern-
ment for the territory, or province,
of Oregon. There was no law in the
land, no federal or territorial of-
ficers, no courts, no legislature, no
means of enforeing contracts or pun-
ishing crime. The object was oar-
ried out, as all have read In thelr his-

tories; from that day Oregon began |grante

to exist as an organized elvil com-
munity,
government formed a little later In
consequence of this meeting sprang
later the territorial government, and
10 years laler stlll the state govern-
ment. There, at Champoegy was
‘planted the seed of the present state,
aye, of two other states,

But under which flag, ye* plo-
neers, patriots all? Which emblem
will ye raise, the stars and stripes, or
the British ecross? The ownership of
the region was in doubt, in fact had
scarcely been considered seriously
yet. But citizens, with a local gov-
ernment, must have a national gov-
ernment & look up to, and to,which
they can turn with fealty and of
which, some day, they can i{n need
demand recognition and protection.
If there was a debate, it has not been
recorded; If there was hostility, it
seems not to have expressed Itself In
any violence. But the momentouu
question came up, and accordin
a common verglon of the/oecurrénce
the intrepid and lrrep ble Joe
Meek outstepped apart, ing, "I'm
fer a divide; all fer the Unfled States
foller me."” And when thg opposing
ranks were counted Uncl¢’ S8am had
won by a majority of two votes. Not
till long after did Uncle S8am realize
what he won that day by so small a
margin;

In the light of subsequent events
that scene Is worthy Immortallzation
by a great painter. The materials
for a great picture are all there—the
May sunlight on the verdant prairle,
the full-leaved trees along the limpid
stream, the forests rising In the dis-
tance, with the wvast, sublime snow-
peaks shining yonder-eastward; the,
group of earnest, purposef{ul, cour-
ageous, coarsely-clad men, met to-
gether to make history—who would
not rejoice to see that scene revived,
even on eanvas?

For some years there has been but
one living, human link between that
day and event and the present, that | ace
ever swiftly
between then and now. Still sturdy
and retentive of memory, living all
these years near the spot of this
event, that gallant- ploneer, one of
the majority on that memorable dny.
F. X. Mattideu, is richly entitled to
the respect®|nd honor which all Ore-
gonians gladly give him.

‘NEED OF ROOSEVEIA,

HE second elective term /propa-
gandists have a strong argo-
ment in the present situation,
as between the president and
congress, . The president has been
urging various measures that will be
beneficla: to the people, and congress ! o
has so far refused to pass any of

increases the distance ing

carry out his policleg? :
A Demoecrat as president,
for instance,

does and more in behalf of the peo-
ple, would be comparatively power-
less, because a Republican congress
would think itsell excusable for re-
sisting even the best suggestions of &
Democratic. president. And though

the senate would remain Republican.
Hence, It may very plausibly be
urged, the people have a tremendous

veit. Nobody can possibly fill the
place he occuples. Yet we do mot
belleve that even those rgally force-
ful considerations will
Roosevelt's renomination,
P |
Lewiston and Portland are to be
nearer neighbors in a transportation
end commercial sensé and more fn-
timate business friends, than ever

ltuuhthom-
though urging all that Roosevelt

m
mi&mumm

:i

the house might becoms Demoecratio | i

interest in the reelection of Roose- |

abont |

i

RELIGIONS IN JAPAN

Tokio, April
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BY FREDERIC J. m :
(Copyright, 1908, by FrederioJ. Haskin)
2~The national religion in Japan s the worship of the
divine emperor and his deified ancestora. This relligion js the corner-
stone of the Jpanese natlonal structure, albelt the eult may not be ree-
ognized as & religion and although there s perfect liberty of religlous
bellef. "Shinto, the Way of the Gods, is the only purely Japanese re-
liglon, and It Is a pecullarly Japanese notion that Shinfo does
to be regarded as a religlon. When Japan adopted the ethics of Con-
fucitis and the religion of Buddha, both of which came from China by
way of Korea, it revised both eodu to fit its own needs. Buddhism
could not thrive in Japan until it.-recognised the ancestor worship and
the mlllion deities of Shinto, which It did by the simple process of con-
sldering each one of these deitles an Incarnation of Buddha.
téligion is gaining ground and the whole eountry is belns cast
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Hymze to Know
He Enows,

By Borthwick and Findlater,
Miss Jene Borthwick and her sisten,
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