- of her hero, Paul—and f
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“Ralph Connor’s”
Warning to the
Young Readers
of America

F YOU had your choice, would you take

a nest of ratilesnakes into your home
rather than one of the highly inflamed,
erotic novels that have marked recent broad-
sides of modern literature from the printing

press®
You say you would prefer to handle the

red-covered volumes of fervid love stories?

But if you had children—daughters just bud-

ding into womanhood, or sons whose minds
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might be receptive to evil suggestion? What
then?

“If I had my choice,” declared “‘Ralph
Connor’—the Rev. Charles W, Gordoy, of
Winnipeg, Canada—"[ would rather take a
nest of vipers into my house than such a book.
Rattlesnakes might kill Iphysicdiy——bu: bad
books kill spiritually. I would rather take
the worst man into my home—a man of de-
graded, corrupt morals—and let him be
among my family than a decadent book.

Yaou may protect your children from
the evil influence of a man; but you can’t pro-
«tect children from the bad influsnce of an
evil book. An evil book has a personmality as
much as a human being. It cannot be de-
stroyed. Its influence is msidious.

“The popularity of erotic fiction and pu-
trid poetry tends to degrade and corrupt the
youth of the land. The success of books of
this type in America is most significant. - It is
ominous.”

of "Black Rock,” “The 8ky Pilot"’ and a num-

ber of other novels which have enjoyed

tremendous popularity., They are all healthy
books, dealing with rugged people, out-of-door life;
with men ahd women with red blodd In their velns,
normal moral instincts and high character.

What Dr. Gordon has to say, therefore, concerning
the popularity of such books as the late production of
Mrs. Elinor Glyn s of unusual interest.

You will remémber the fuss that was stirred up

when the Titian-haired authoress published the story
in your mind are the
bgnthlcu. whisptred dlseuxsions with wour friends

“R ALPH CONNOR,” as you know, iz the author

ut. tll;o tﬁ:o‘k. tﬁr.ltﬁ?‘ wore almost il:lntnlmount in
sign o Alteraty w meant &
o l;et;t 275,000 coples. M.:é it 1:1.- the suc-

A MARON.
rtohﬂll._ too, the visit of Mrs. Glyn to thia coun-
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try, her spirited ruction with the Puritan Mothers In
New York and her indignant denial of any suggestion
of Impropriety In her novel

“Why,” she declared In a soflly murmurous volcs,
uplifting her eyebrows, “It s & moral story. It teaches
a moral. Tt is the story of a young man's awakening
—his spiritusl awakening—through the love of a beau-
tiful and noble woman.”

Some people took [t at that, One would not dare
discuss somes of the drollery of Balzac in polite so-

clety, because it is—not Immoral, but unmoral. Mrs.
Glyn gave her story a morasl. That saved it—In her
opinion.

Recently there came on an evangelistic misalon to
the United Htates from his parish in Cansda, “"Ralph
Connor.” Appalled by the popularity of decadent
books 'In this country, In an interview he has uttered
the most ringing words of warning. He foresees a
corruption of the youth of the country by modern
books. He can see no moral In such stories,

“This is as though one would have to go to hell
first to got to heaven, !s It not? Personally, I have
not read Mrs. Glyn's book. I do mot think I should
wish to do so. But from what I am told of the story

the claim of its temching a moral lesson Is absurd.
“When I read A book it leaves a most vivid Im-
pression on me. It is as though I had met the char-
acters, And books which leave evil impressions wrealkd
mora fpiritual harm than vipers™
The success of bhooka of that type In this country

is regarded by the Cdnadian clergyman as the most
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ominous sign of national decay.
“In England a really healthy book has little chanece

powadays,” he declared. "“The people have been poi-

soned by the fetld, hothouse literature of the drawing
room. Many of the popular books are perverse and
poisonous. The people want such things.

“But In the United States the people have demand-
ed healthy Uterature. And the recent popularity of

decadent fictlon Is a slg® of a cancerous formation. 1t

should create alarm in the hearts of parents. They

should protect thelr chillaren”

An author, in the opinlon of Mr. Gordon, thould be
judged by the influence of his books; whether they
uplift and help the reader, or whether they depress
tha mind, weaken the character and corrupt the
morals. Some of the most popular writers, he says,
pander to & demand for the ferbldden.

Among the writers who have (o greater or lens
degree injected the decadent note In their books he
places “Lucas Malet” (Mra. St. Leger Harrison), Afi-
thony Hope, Marie Corelll, Hall Calne and Algernon
Charles Swinburne,

“People buy what they like
nadlan writer, "and the fact that they buy
s one of the most awful signs of the times. 1t shows
the mental attitude of & people. Books which deal
with sin and make [t attractive or glorify the baser
passlons are deadly, poisonous, fatal. And such books
are on the library shelves and tables of many fam-
Ilfea. They are literary rattlesnakes”

EROTICISEM LACKS POWER

you have read Swinburne and surged on

to read.” gald the Ca-
bad books

Possibly

thie roseate waves of passionate melody, But have you
sver analyzed his poetry., grasped the thought be-
neath the musical lines and become acquiinted with
the naked Immorality clothed beneath the glamour

of his genfus?

In the opinlon of many critics Swinburne is
greatest Hving poeel, the one noiable figure In
temporary English lterature whose volca gings above
the mediocrity of the day. His work Is classic, “Ralph
Connor” asserts emphatieally:

“Most young people and most women would find
fEwinburnae deadly. Ills poetry Is wonderful; it pos-
segses sweetness and rhythm; It surges and sings
and ripples with music and gong. It Intoxicates one
with ils sweetnesy and bewllders one with its ravish-
Ing musle,

“He has put In words the singing of nightingales
and tha thunder of the sea. But in many of his poems,
beneath the words that flow so marvelously, one de-
tects grisly., horrible things. He touches gracefully.
upon things which, If expressed In ordinary language,
would disgust and shock people. Many of his poems,
whila musical, are rotten.

“Swinburne would appeal to the man who has
gons through experience and tired of simple things
and seon the lower phases of life. To the inexper!-
onced mind, which cannot detect his sthtleties, many
of his poems would have anything but a wholesome
influence.

“I fall to see any effect of Swinburne on English
literature; I cannot detect a single mark of his in-
fluence., Shakespeara (s alive today In every man's
mind, because he was strong and vital. Many of these

the

writers who are the product of a certain type of Eng-
lish soclety, of Lthe hothouse variety, are popular for

s
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a Iittle while, but the current soon changes -

“In thls country there was an effort to make Ea-
lome popular; it failed. The effort to glve a vogue
to th,o poema of Wilde is another evidence of an un-
healthy taste. #His poems are graceful, beautiful,
Imaginative, but there Is not in them a single vibrant
3:‘1?;’.@.':32‘1"?% I:““I?In undouhtedily‘. but not the calm

: 'hich would appeal to the person with the
hlg“!wnrt and broad, healthy mind. »

In many books of fiction I find a lack of rever-
ence for marriage, loose Idens about love and a lax
sénsa of responsibility. The evil of such books is
that they make sin attractive; by a speclous phllos-

Cer (Hwrvbs 1 Goraar,
Ko Coznor.”

ophy they tend to blind people’'s eyes as to the prog
relation of right and wrong. [

“Take Anthony Hope's ‘Double Harness.' Hope | 3
undoubtedly cleyer; soma of his storlea ara the m ;
delightful I have ever read. I admire in many
and consider ‘Zenda’ & superb romance. The "D
Dialogues’ are dlabolleally clever. But his jdea |
marriage Is loose—in Double Harness’ he iz 1ike
man dancing & tight rope over a precipice, .
watches hreathlessly to see whether he can get
But Hope deals with thess things dextarously.™

“What do you think of the boelks of Hall Cal
and Marie Corelll?” was asked. g

“I ind & bad streak In both of them,” he raplh d.
“Calne, however, usually does paint evil without mals
ng it attractive; hp deplcts the punishment of #

sinner. I think the phllosophy of Corelll is prefl
shaky.” ‘
Probably eveny reader of "Three Weeks" glo

over “The Sarrows of Satan” In this book 18 the i
mous lov® scene belween the Prince Luclo—the eatll
ly incarnation of Satan—and Lady Sybll Elton =
takes place In the depth of night on a stalrway, LM
Sybll 18 In & white shimmering robe and In the ra
glow of a window depicting the martyrdom of
Stephen pleads to Satan to reclprocate her love, ’
The husband, llstening at the top of the
hears Satan scornfully reject the Jove-mad woma
course, Lady Eybil had a terrible end. A 80
some raespects resembling this takes place in"
Richard Calmady,” the popular novel of “Lucas
“Parts of this book,” sald *“Ralph Connor’™
ghastly., ‘Lucas Malet" has written some ¢l
things; she can write beautifully, and I hou,
wita pltiable that she should have put her pen Lo

“INGROWING” LITERATURE _

Another authoress who has undertaken to %
the smart people of London soclety is “Frank D
whose “Pligs in Clover” won such popularity,
book was universally decreed as belng “clever™
“slightly naughty.” g

“Literature in London has besn Ingrowing |
years,” sald Mr, Gordon. “There the modern man B
his being iy the Strand. The popularity of boolks)
this sort In the United States |8 alarming.
should be sure to learn the character of the
they buy. e

“I regard the United States as a fleld whess
grow up a healthy, virile, gtrong, wholesone
ature. The colonles of the British empire and
Africa hold promise. They will produce great
The men are of a manly type. Of the British o¢
Canada, in proportion to its population, has done m
than any other. Mrs, Glyn's book, which received &I
an enthusiastic welcome In the United States, 9
not very popular in Canada. 3

“In England today Wordsworth {s not populll'?
people prefer the drawing room poets. They
“What is good and what is evil'—what is & good
and what is & bad book? There are standurds of
apd wrong In life and books. As I sald, what ol
strengthens and ennobles is good; what tends to &
rupt, enervate character and destroy faith s evilk

“It {8 & happy thought, however, that no bhad B8
has ever lived. People always demand what is &
level. I have read copies of ‘The Gentlemen's
sine,' published a hundred years ago, and the ¢
spondence in it Is awful. o

“America undoubtedly is a great flald for s @

ood literature. But If you want to get i, you
e careful that the coming generation is not pa
by noxious poetry or fictlon” o

e

“)Electriei'tyls* Newest Promise to
Surdgery.

HERE is hope—leading scientists of France
are glready declaring it a certainty—that
the mortal dangers which have always
lurked in the use of ether and of chloro-

form as anestheétics are to be ended at last.

In Nantes, Professor Leduc, assisted by Miss
TLouvise G. Robinovitech, a young girl physician
from New York, who has already won distinction
in France and Germany by her experiments in
electrical anesthesia, has developed a remarkable
method of inducing narcosie, or suspension of
sensibility, by means of the interrupted current.

Miss Robinovitch is likely to receive a permit
to apply the system, on a large scale, to the patients
in the insane ssylums of Paris. M. Louis Parisot,
who is generdl councilor for the District of the
Beine, declares that the discovery is destined to
influence greatly both medicine and surgery.

It can be applied mnet omnly to the uses of
major surgical operations, but also to cases of
scute mania and of delirium tremens.

as Itelp been tormed, 18 one which America will
appreciate only less than Ejurope, becauss hera

_thie use of sther %l“ réd a lower percen:i
xlm' the more gener
: o %- in Burepe

IHPOBTANC'E of the discovery of eleciric narcesls,
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For years there has been mno physiclan who has
dared use elther of the treacherous drugs without
rprepﬂ.rlnx for a deadly oollapse of his patient, and
AT too many such collapses hay
of ;\rery pronaut}on 1aken;: B vca ey X g

ecent expeéeriments upon the organs of tients
who have dled from chloroform and a‘thar haw:.shown
that the most important organs of the body undergo
a fatty degeneration—heart, lungs, liver, brain and
kidneys—and the opinlon is g;\nrn;- round that the
appearance of .fatty degeneration of some of those
organs in patients who at the time appear to sufter
4 minimum of Ineonvenience from the inhalation is
due to the eful anesthesia. :

Professor Ledue’s experiments, extensively con-
ducted upon animals, were carried by him, in the true
spirit of science, up to the use of man as his subject,
with himself as the first subject.

The result, he explained recently, was a narcosls
analogous to that of ether, a condition in whieh the
subjeot is without power of voluntary movement,
makes no reply to stimulation, and exhibits only some
reflex movements, such a8 the beating of the heart
and respiration. This state. produced by the actlon
on the of a definite electric gurrent, can be maln-
tained for several consecutive hours., and geases im-
mediately with stoppage of the eurrent.

APPLIED TO BASE OF BRAIN
In order to induce electric narcosis, the circuit Is

for by the supply, the rheostat, the - interrupter,
the rrent reverser, the mil

sub Th ha from the head of anl-
r:alj " ba ::wfugn'tcd‘:g. dog or rabbit halr
should be shaved off close and the skin-

cut. o l!uvea.‘- nﬂﬁ _axtend

Cvabeca 03" the cutrent And under itu

ra the :

_ On the ven - ie w B

absorbent cotton, soaked with a hot 1 per cent ol
tion of sodlum chloride. On this is placed &
tin electrode, to which is soldered the com
wire. The second electrode must be much
may be placed on any point of the body, 50
it is symmetrically placed In the axis b
Al -the-secessery apparatuses are placed B
the aupply and the large electrode on the bach
is connected wlith the positive pole. The B
trode must be connscted directly with thl‘
pole. By this means the potsmtial of the
mains always that of the negstive pols of
When the experiment Is properly &
animal passes quietly and gradually, withat
without a defensive movement and without
pain, Into a state of cerebral lnbhibltion
chloroform marcosis, The experiment can
instantly by cutting off the curpent. )
Awakening Is Instantansous;  ©
gets on its feot, looks quietly around,
of suffering, fright or fatigue,
from the electrodes, jumps ut say
appetite food offered to I& !
There are no ntterﬂoftm‘l. no l‘ :
little stupor. The experimen :
for the animals not only do not ‘whow t, B
no resentment, no averaion the
no fear nl?; t’no revolt during L
other App: on. L
Dr. Robinavitah, mmgh ;
experiments, ml A rab ~ eleetric
sighit hours twenty b K
tion. The auimal came to
In the nt _on Du :
resence of Ahorbe

comfort.
edicine
ficlently high ta ;
un?.aw oug|




